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MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS. 


I. 


July  6,  1771, 
Among  the  many  efforts  which  have 
heen  made  in  fupport  of  religious  liberty,, 
by  writers  upon  the  fubjedt,  I have  feldom 
met  with  any,  who  place  it  upon  a better 
foundation,  than  the  author  of  a pamphlet 
lately  publifhed,  entitled,  “ Thoughts  on 
oui  articles  of  religion,  with  refpedt  to  their 
fuppofed  utility  to  the  ffate.”*  SyffematL 
cal  confeffions  of  faith  muff  indeed  be  of  the 
moft  fatal  confequence  to  every  fociety, 
which  is  perfuaded  to  adopt  them;  they 
have  an  immediate  tendency  to  introduce 

and 


[ 7 h.s  eraa  was  written  by  the  rev.  Chriilopher 

ThyV'.  . ,.'B-  rea°r  of  BIack-Notley,  in  Effex. 

llftcd d;,on>  “ correacd  and  ™ ^ . 
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and  to  confirm  mutual  diftruft,  hypocrify, 
and  that  intolerant  fpirit,  which  prevails, 
more  or  lefs,  in  every  fociety  on  earth. 
Nor  have  they,  from  the  firft  conception  of 
them  to  the  prefent  hour,  in  which  they  fo 
triumphantly  bear  fway,  been  productive  of 
a Angle  advantage  to  thofe  numerous  ftates 
which  have  lent  them  their  fupport. 

It  is  readily  allowed,  that  the  power  of 
the  magiftrate  can  only  reftrain  the  outward 
aCtion.  Religion  reaches  to  the  heart,  and 
regulates  the  fprings  which  move  the  whole 
machine  ; but  then  it  rauft  be  left  to  each 
Individual,  as  much  as  pofhble,  to  chufe  his 
own.  What  is  forced  upon  us,  by  fear  of 
evil;  what  we  are  induced  to  profefs,  through 
hope  of  a reward,  can  never  operate  with 
due  force  in  reftraining  thofe  paffions  which 
are  moft  unfriendly  to  human  happinefs. 

I am  afraid,  fuch  an  unbounded  liberty  of 
confcience,  as  I am  pleading  for,  will  meet 
with  few  fupporters.  I muff  own,  I would 
have  the  magiftrate  a perfeCt  Gallio  in  reli- 
gious deputations;  for,  by  afting  on  the 
plan  of  that.fenfible  and  able  governor,  he 

would  fhew  himfelf  religion’s  trueft  friend. 

But 
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But,  If  the  motives  of  fear  and  hope  mud: 
Bdl  oe  applied  by  the  magiftrate,  in  religious 
cafes,  in  a caufe  wherein  God  and  a man’s 
own  heart  are  alone  concerned,  let  it  be  his 
wifiom  to  enforce  by  penalties,  to  fecure  by 
Awards,  the  prevalence  of  thofe  doctrines, 
vyhich  have  the  mod;  immediate  effedt  upon 
tne  deportment  of  men,  as  members  of  a 
civilized  date;  fuch,  for  indance,  as  the 
dodinne  of  ari  over-ruling  providence^  a fu- 
ture date,  the  happinefs  of  the  virtuous,  the 
mil  cries  which  will  hereafter  prove  the  in^ 
evi  table  confequences  of  vice.  Thefe  chrif- 
tianity  inculcates,  thefe  alone  it  urges,  as 
due  confiderations  and  incitements  °to  the 
practice  of  all  focial  duties  ; for,  as  focial 
liappinefs  fhould  be  the  end  and  aim  of  all 

-religion,  fo,  mod  unqueftionably,  the  prof- 
peft  of  promoting  it,  alone  can  juftify  the 
magtdrate  m g.ving,  to  any  form  of  worlhip, 
the  fandtion  of  his  power. 

Let  the  religion  of  Jefus,  then,  be  the  re 

• igion  of  the  englifh  nation,  not  that  fpu. 
nous  form  of  it,  which  has  hitherto  appeared 
tuman  eftablilhmenls  and  fydematic  ar- 

1C  eS0ffauh>  but  fuch  as  ftiines  with  pureft 

^ 2 luftre 
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iuftre  in  the  gofpel.  The  religion  of  the 
gofpel  is  moil  true,  and  therefore  it  Ihould 
be  the  care  of  individuals  to  inquiie  into  its 
evidence,  to  form  a proper  eftimate  of  the 
importance  of  its  fterling  worth,  and  to 
regulate  their  lives  and  conventions  by 
an°  unlimited  obedience  to  its  commands. 
The  religion  of  the  gofpel  is  moft  ufeful  to 
the  community,  and  therefore  the  religion 
of  the  gofpel,  untainted  by  the  mixture  of 
human  errors,  unreftrained  by  the  power  of 
a defpotic  hierarchy,  fhould  be  the  religion 
©f  the  hate. 

A WHIG. 


II. 


October  5,  1 77 1 • 

The  author  of  “ The  religious  eftablilh- 

ment  in  Scotland,  examined  upon  proteftant 

principles,”  * has,  in  delineating  the  man- 
r ners 


r » This  mafterly  work,  (p-  1 57  w'’l'h 

been  ft, led  “ the  Scots’  confeffional,”  was  pub  .fl.ed  m 

oLo  in  and  was  oceafioned  by  the  then  late  P- 

fecution  again!!  the  rev.  Alexander  !•  ergulon,  m.mft  ^ 
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ners  of  the  kirk,  in  fad:,  fo  juflly  defcribed 
the  fpirit  of  her  filler  church,  that  I cannot 
refill:  the  inclination  which  I feel  of  fending 
you  the  charader  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, thus  painted  in  the  fcottifh  writer’s 
words. 

“ I fay  that,  by  impofing  a particular 
fublcription  to  an  human  dandard,  we  have 
departed  from  the  proteflant  foundation; 
and  that  the  introdudion  of  the  thirty-nine 
articles  has  taken  away  the  didindion  be- 
tween the  churches  of  England  and  of 
Rome.  For  what  is  this  didindion ; and 
on  what  is  it  founded  ? Was  it  not  founded 
on  this  principle,  that  the  church  of  Rome, 
by  requiring  implicit  fubmiffion  to  her  de- 
cisions, had  raifed  them  to  a level  with  the 
fcriptures  ? And  what  has  the  church  of 
England,  in  effed,  done  lefs  ? She  denies 
indeed,  in  words,  that  fhe  confiders  her  con-** 
feflion  as  of  equal  authority  with  the  fcrip- 

B 3 tures ; 

Kilwinning  In  Scotland.  And,  in  1775,  the  fame  author 
publiftied  a (mail  traft  entitled  “ Subfcription  to  human 
articles  of  faith,  examined  particularly,  in  a letter  to  the 
rev.  Thomas  Walker,  minifter  of  Dundonald”  in  the 
fame  kingdom,] 
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tures  ; yet  {lie  impofes  it  upon  lier  mem* 
bers,  as  if  it  was.  She  acknowledges  that 
flie  is  liable  to  error,  and  may  have  erred; 
yet  (lie  infills  upon  it,  that,  in  fad,  Ihe  has 
not  erred;  and  we  find  the  confequences  the 
fame  to  us,  as  if  Ihe  openly  afierted  her  own 
infallibility,  The  church  of  Rome,  main- 
tains that  her  decifions  are  juft,  becaufe  the 
authority  which  iftues  them  is  infallible;  Hie 
has  not  erred,  becaufe  Ihe  cannot  err.  The 
church  of  England  acknowledges  her  fallibi- 
lity, and,  at  the  fame  time,  aflerts  her  adual 
rectitude.  She  hardily  infills  upon  it,  that 
file  is  right  in  every  point,  while,  with  the 
fame  breath,  Hie  acknowledges  Ihe  may  be 
wronp-  in  all  . Which  of  the  two  churches 

O 

is  moll  confiftent  ? f may  afk,  which  of 
them  is  rnoft  honeft ; the  one,  who  ads  the 
deed  and  avows  the  principle  ; or,  the  one, 
who  ads  the  fame  deed  and  difowns  it  ? 
You  deny  that  you  put  your  articles  on  the 
fame  footing  with  the  fcriptures ; but  tell 
me,  what  it  is  you  require  to  the  fcriptures, 
which  you  do.  not  require  to  your  articles  ? 
Ycut  require  us  to  believe  all  four  opinions. 
What  does  the  church  of  Rome  do  more  ? 

But 
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But  we  burn  no  heretics ; heretics  would, 
no  doubt,  be  obliged  to  your  humanity,  if 
the  difference,  between  burning  and  ffarv- 
ing,  were  a difference  of  much  confequence. 
It  is  not  you,  however,  whom  we  have  to 
thank,  even  for  this  favour  your  range  is 
limited  by  the  civil  power  ; what  you  can, 
you  do.  You  brand  with  infamy  whoever 
prefumes  to  differ  from  yourfelves,  you  de- 
prive him  of  his  emoluments,  and  enforce 
him  to  pine  in  poverty.  The  church  of 
Rome  commits  him  to  the  flames,  and  puts, 
an  end  to  his  mifery.” 

The  foregoing  imperfed  extra  d may  con- 
vince our  half- protedant  timid  brethren, 
who  wifh  for  reformation,  but  are  afraid  to 
affert  their  rights,  that  the  church  of  Eng- 
land in  her  fixth  article,  in/lead  of  { hewing 
any  favourable  indulgence  to  her  fcrupulous 

ons,  in  iad,  only  evinces  her  own  incon- 
fiftcncy. 

i^Lius, 


/ 


Hi.  Iy 
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III. 

November  16,  1771. 

It  is  an  unqueftionable  fadt,  that  ever 
fmce  the  memorable  sera  from  whence  we 
date  the  diftindtion  between  the  clerical  and 
the  lay  profeffors  of  the  gofpel,  the  former 
have  always  claimed  an  exclufive  light  to 
moderate  in  every  queftion  of  a religious  na- 
ture they  have  been  ever  uniformly  adtive 
in  afferting  this  right  and  a celebrated  con- 
vention, between  a member  of  parliament 
and  an  archbifhop  of  our  church,  at  the 
time  when  our  prefent  articles  were  hrft 
eftablifhed  by  law,  affords  a melancholy  in- 
ftancehow  deeply  the  idea  of  church  autho- 
rity, can  be  rooted  in  the  bread:  even  oi  a pio- 
teftant  divine  * The  exemplary  piety,  how- 
ever, and  fervent  zeal  which  drone  forth  in 

the  deportment  of  the  clergy,  in  the  ages 

imme- 

[ *Sec  vol.  i.  p.  165,  where  this  convention  between 
Mr.  Peter  Wentworth,  and  archbifhop  Parker,  is  cited, 
from  D’Ewes’s  Journal.  But  the  reader  may  alfo  be  re- 
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Immediately  fucceeding  to  the  reformation* 
appeared  deferving  of  that  indulgence,  with ' 
which  they  were  treated  by  the  crown ; the 
ferious  and  well-difpofed,  of  every  rank,  con- 
nived at  their  encroachments,  even  upon  the 
primary  rights  of  men,  while  they  beheld 
them  employing  their  powers  in  promoting 
the  knowledge  of  the  gofpel,  in  recommend- 
ing the  p rad  ice  of  every  public  and  private 
virtue.  The  right  of  our  church  governors 
to  moderate  in  every  religious  queflion,  is 
hill  moft  flrenuouily  averted ; the  manner 
in  which  it  has,  of  late,  been  exercifed,  let 
Others  tell. 

It  is  my  prefent  purpofe  to  point  out 
a cafe  wherein  not  only  a manifeft  incon- 
liftency  appears,  between  their  condud  and 
pretentions,  but  wherein  alfo  they  are  furely 
guilty  of  a very  culpable  negled. 

It  now  is  known,  to  almoft  every  man  in  the 
kingdom,  that  a caufe  of  great  importance 
relating  to  the  church,  will  be  propofed  to 

the 

ferred  to  Burn’s  “ Ecclefiaftical  Law,”  under  the  word 
“ Article  and  to  the  “ Confeflional,”  pref.  to  2d  edit, 
p.  vii.  xiv.  note  (d)  where  he  will  find  fome  good  ar- 
guments in  refpecl  to  the  inferences  from,  and  confe- 
rences of  this  ever  memorable  converfation.  J 
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tine  confideration  of  the  legiflature  in  the  en- 
fuing  feffions ; a caufe,  in  which  it  will  be 
criminal  in  every  clergyman,  on  whatever 
lide  he  inlids  himfelf,  not  to  take  an  animated 
part.  It  will  be  propofed,  in  the  great  coun- 
cil of  the  nation,  that  thcfe  articles  on  which 
the  very  exigence  of  the  church,  though  er~ 
roneouily,  has  been  fuppofed  to  depend, 
{hould  be  left  without  other  fupport,  than 
their  own  intrinfic  excellence  will  gain  them. 
Yet,  as  if  unconfcious  of  the  duties  annexed 
to  their  ldation,  the  bifhops  of  the  church  of 
England  fit  torpid  and  inactive.  I am  not 
one  of  thofe  who  think  it  neceffary,  that 
they  fhould  immediately  take  a decided  part ; 
I think  fuch  conduit  would  be  indecent  in 
their  circumftances  ; as  lords  of  parliament, 
they  will  hereafter  probably  be  called  upon 
to  give  their  judgment ; but,  as  paftors  of 
the  church,  the  plain,  the  honed:  path  lies 
open  to  them.  If  Itrong  conviiiion  does 
not  already  occupy  each  thought,  let  them 
employ  every  moment  in  examining  into 
the  nature  of  a caufe,  which,  however  it  be 
decided,  mufc  prove  of  high  importance 

both  to  the  community,  and  the  church, 

• ■ • • ■ \ • 
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'in  which  they  have,  by  the  civil  power, 
been  appointed  overfeers.  The  time  of  a 
deciiive  adtion  is  now  approaching j the 
eyes  of  all  mankind  will  be  fixed  upon  their 
conduct.  It  will  be  expedted,  that  they 
call  upon  every  rank  and  order  of  their  pro- 
fefiion,  to  give  their  folemn  attention  to  the 
interefting  debate.  It  will  be  expedted,  that 
they  remove  the  terrors  of  inquifitional  re- 
fentment  from  the  eyes  and  ears  of  every 
doubting  brother ; that,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  exhor t to  moderation  and  candour, 
in  the  difcufijon  of  this  queftion,  they  alio 
cab,  with  loudeft  voice,  for  the  free  uninflu- 
enced voices  of  their  clergy.  Jt  will  be 
expedted  that  you,  my  lords,  will,  at  length, 
unfold  thofe  recondite  reafons,  which  have 
induced  you  fo  long  to  look  with  cold  dif- 
dain  on  every  effort  to  reform.  The  caufe 
of  genuine  protefcantifm  has  been  long  be- 
fore you.  You  have  refufed  to  hear  it. 
You  have  looked,  with  pleafure,  on  the 
encroachments  of  its  formidable  foe.  The 
appeal,  at  length,  is  made  to  a more  jufb 
tribunal, ' to  a far  more  equitable  judge.  A 
hritifli  parliament  Ihall  decide  upon  the  juf- 

tice 
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tice  of  our  claims.  The  time  is  approach- 
ing, when  the  caufe  of  the  much- injured 
Clayton  fhall  again  be  heard.  The  mild 
and  gentle  fpirit  of  the  “ Candid  difquifi- 
tions,”  fhall  no  longer  pour  out  its  plaintive 
forrows  to  an  inattentive  age ; nor  the  bold 
and  manly  genius  of  the  matchleis  “ Confef- 
fional,”  utter  forth  his  warning  voice  in  vain. 
The  ghoft  of  the  “ Alliance”  (hall  fhrink 
into  itfelf ; the  heroes  of  a fecond  reforma- 
tion fhall  arife;  nor  fhall  the  mercenary  le- 
gions, raifed  by  — , led  on  by and 

* — be  able  to  withfland  them. 

L/ELIUS, 


IV. 


November  1771.* 

In  every  propofal  wherein  the  public  is 

concerned,  and  to  the  confideration  of  which 

their 

r * This  paper  was  adopted  by  the  members  of  the 
affbciation  at  the  Feathers  tavern,  and  by  them  very  ge- 
nerally diftributed.  Hence  it  has  been  called  their 
Circular  letter.’*  It  was  afterwards  reprinted  in  the 
public  prints,  and  many  of  the  periodical  publications 

of  that  time,  j 
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their  attention  is  defired,  they  have  an  un- 
doubted claim  to  a full  and  circumftantial 
information,  with  refpect  to  the  defign  itfelf, 
and  the  rneafures  whereby  the  promoters  of 
it  mean  to  efFeft  their  purpofe. 

It  is  now  pretty  generally  known,  that  a 
fcheme  has  been  fome  months  in  agitation, 
to  petition  parliament  for  relief  in  the  mat- 
ter of  fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine  articles 
and  liturgy  of  the  church  of  England  ; and 
that  meetings  have  been  held  in  London,  to 
confult  upon  the  methods  of  obtaining  fuch 
relief. 

Upon  the  firft  general  meeting  at  the  Fea- 
thers tavern,  in  the  Strand,  on  the  17th  of 
laft  July,  it  was  agreed  that  the  following 
bond  of  alfociation  fhould  be  figned  by  the 
perfons  there  prefent. 

“We,  whofe  names  are  hereunto  fub- 
fcribed,  do  profefs  that  the  intent  of  our 
prefent  meeting  is  to  obtain  redrefs  in  the 
matter  of  fubfcription  to  the  liturgy  and 
thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land ; and  that  we  purpofe,  by  every  legal, 
and  jufb  method,  to  promote  the  laid  end.” 
This  declaration  was  accordingly  fub- 

fcribed 
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fcribed  by  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  three 
profeffions  of  divinity,  civil  law,  and  phy- 
fic ; and,  immediately  after,  the  following 
refolutions  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

Firft.  That  the  method  of  petitioning 
parliament,  is  judged  a legal  and  j lift  method 
of  promoting  the  aforementioned  end. 

Secondly.  That  a committee  of  eleven 
gentlemen,  (then  named,)  be  appointed  to 
draw  up  a petition,  in  order  to  be  fubmitted 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  next  general  meeting. 

Thirdly.  That  the  25th  of  September 
next,  be  appointed  for  a fecond  general  meet- 
ing, to  confider  the  petition  which  (hall 
then  be  prefented  to  them  by  the  faid  com- 
mittee. 

At  this  fecond  general  meeting,  the  peti- 
tion, which  had  been  previoufly  prepared  by 
the  committee,  was  twice  read,  unanimoufly 
approved  of,  and  immediately  ftgned  by  the 
gentlemen  then  prefent. 

The  aftociated  members  are  fenfible  that 
the  publication  of  this  petition  would  be 
the  fiioft  natural  and  fatisfadory  method  of 
acquainting  the  public,  with  the  nature  and 
whole  extent  of  their  purpofe  ; but  they  are 

reftrained 
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redrained  from  giving  this  proof  of  the  can- 
dour and  moderation  of  their  proceedings, 
by  the  conii deration  of  the  impropriety  and 
indecency,  which  would  attend  the  publica- 
tion of  fuch  petition,  previous  to  its  prefer- 
ment to  that  honourable  houfe,  from  which 
they  folic  it  relief. 

The  following  fummary  view,  however, 
of  their  plan  and  intentions,  is  fubmitted  to 
the  conlideration  of  every  friend  to  religious 
liberty  and  the  gofpel. 

It  is  well  known  that,  previous  to  ordi- 
nation and  admiffion  to  ecclefiadical  prefer- 
ments, fubfcription  to  fome,  or  all  the  thir- 
ty-nine articles  of  religion,  as  well  as  to  the 
liturgy,  is  infilled  on  by  various  adts  of  par- 
liament, and  canons  of  the  church. 

It  is  alfo  well  known,  that  fuch  fublcrip- 
tion  is  required  previous  to  admiffion  to  every 
degree  in  the  univerfities  of  Cambridge  and 
Oxford.  In  the  latter  of  which,  it  is  re- 
quired, even  at  the  time  of  fird  admiffion,  or 
matriculation.  Reftraints,  which  experi- 
ence has  (hewn  to  be  unneceffary  by  the  ex- 
ample of  the  univerfity  of  Dublin,  wherein 
they  are  abfolutely  unknown. 


It 
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It  is  the  intention  of  the  petitioners,  to  fo- 
licit  relief  in  the  matter  of  fubfcription  to 
the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, for  the  following  reafons. 

Firft.  Becaufe  they  apprehend,  that  the 
liberty  of  judging  for  themfelves,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  fenfe  of  fcripture,  is  one  of  thofe 
pofieffions  which  they  have  a right  to  enjoy, 
as  members  of  a proteftant  hate ; a pofleflion, 
which  the  firft  and  moft  venerable  of  our 
reformers  claimed  as  the  unalienable  pro- 
perty of  chriftians,  in  oppofition  to  the  ty- 
ranny and  bigotry  of  Rome j a privilege, 
which  cannot  with  juftice,  be  circumfcribed 
by  any  jurifdidion  upon  earth,  by  whatever 
names  fuch  jurifdidion  is  diftinguilhed,  or 
defined.  4 

Secondly.  Becaufe  they  are  in  their  con- 
fciences  perfuaded,  that  the  requifition  of 
fuch  fubfcription  very  powerfully  obftruds 
the  right  underftanding  and  progrefs  of  the 
gofpel,  by  impofing  upon  more  improved 
times,  the  dodrines  of  dark  and  ignorant 
a^es,  as  the  genuine  declarations  of  holy 
writ  ; by  elevating  the  opinions  and  com- 
mandments of  fallible  men,  to  an  equality 

1 „ cf 
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Df  honour  and  authority  with  the  word  of* 
the  infallible  God ,-  by  fubjefling  the  pro- 
felfors  of  chriftianity  to  the  charge  of  infin- 
cerity  and  prevarication,  in  fubfcribing  of 
declaring  their  unfeigned  alien t to  propor- 
tions, which  are  exprelfed  in  abftrufe  and 
unfcriptural  terms ; by  deriving  upon  the 
mod  zealous  friends  of  religion,  the  re- 
proaches of  intolerant  and  bigotted  brethren; 
by  fubje&ing  the  holy  doctrines  of  their  maf- 


tei  to  the  fcom  and  derihon  of  unbelieving 
and  profligate  men ; and,  at  the  fame  time, 
precluding  the  ufe  of  thofe  arguments  from 
facred  writ,  whereby  the  enemies  of  revela- 
tion might  be  effectually  filenced ; by  de- 
priving the  church  of  many  valuable  mem- 
bers, who,  on  account  of  her  exerting  an 
authority  in  matters  of  faith,  have  thought 
themfelves  under  a neeeffity  of  departing 
from  her  communion ; by  producing  un- 
happy divilions  in  her  hofom,  divifions 
hurtful  to  the  interefts  of  chriftianity,  de- 
ftrudtive  of  that  piety  and  drift  morality 
which  is  recommended  in  the  gofpel,  and 
therefore  pernicious,  and  even  dangerous,  to 


III, 
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Thirdly.  Becaufe  all  the  fecurity  which 
the  date  can  reafonably  require,  is  already 
provided  by  the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  al- 
legiance. And  all  the  fecurity  which  a pro- 
tedant  church  can  confidently  demand,  is 
provided  by  many  declarations  of  attachment 
to  the  caufe  of  chridianity  as  contained  in 
the  feriptures ; whereby  all  danger  which 
might  be  apprehended  to  our  excellent  con- 
ditution,  and  the  intereds  of  that  holy  reli- 
gion which  is  edabliffied  in  our  land,  from 
the  encroachments  of  the  papal  power,  is 
effectually  and  intirely  removed.  At  the 
fame  time,  the  petitioners  are  willing  to  af- 
ford any  further  proof  of  their  abhorrence 
of  the  antichridian  power  and  fpirit  of  po- 
pery, which  the  legidature  iliall  think  pro-  ^ 

per  to  require. 

With  refped  to  fubfeription  to  the  li- 
turgy* we  cannot  but  lament,  that  the  legif- 
lature ftiould  think  proper  to  continue  the 
requifition  of  a fubferibed  approbation  of  a 
form  of  worfhip,  the  ufe  of  which  is  efta- 
blifhed  by  penalties,  which  mud  fufficiently 
enfure  the  obedience  of  the  parties  concern- 
ed. Penalties,  and  not  fubferiptions  and 

dcclara-*, 
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declarations,  furely  conditute  the  proper 
fandions  of  law. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  intention  of  the  peti- 
tioners to  folicit  relief  in  the  matter  of  fub- 
fcription  to  the  liturgy  alfo  of  the  church 
of  England. 

-tirfl.  Becaufe  fuch  fubfcription  not  only 
implies  an  alfent  to  thofe  dodrines,  which 
are  faid  to  be  contained  in  the  forms  of  pub- 
lic worfhip,  and,  therefore,  is  liable  to  the 
fame  objedions,  as  fubfcription  to  the  arti- 
cJes  themfelves  ; but,  is  attended  with  the 
additional  inconveniences  that  arife  from 
fuch  dodrines  being  more  obfcurely  and  in- 
determinately declared. 

Secondly.  Becaufe  fuch  requififion  of  fub^ 
fcnption  mud  eventually  preclude  all  im- 
provement in  a liturgy,  which*  however  ex- 
cellent in  the  main  defign,  has  been  proved 
to  be  defedive  and  reprehenfible  in  many  of 
its  parts;  inafmuch  as  it  fubjeds  to  the 
charge  of  inconfidency,  thofe  perfons  who 
niay  at  any  time,  propofe  an  amendment  in 
the  forms  of  public  worfhip,  to  the  full 
approbation . of  which,  it  may  be  ur.ed, 
t ey  have  with  all  folemnity  fubfcribed. 

^ * P'arlia-. 
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Parliamentary  redrefs  is  preferred  to  the 
mode  of  obtaining  relief  in  convocation  ; 

Becaufe,  it  is  apprehended,  that  fubfcrip- 
tion  being  injoined  by  law,  it  is  not  in  the 
power,  nor  does  it  fall  within  the  province 
of  the  bifhops  and  clergy,  affembled  in  con- 
vocation, to  afford  that  effectual  relief  to 
the  petitioners,  which  is  the  objed  of  their 
fuit,  more  efpecially  as  the  grievance  com- 
plained of  affeds  not  the  clergy  only,  but 
the  two  profeffions  of  civil  law  and  phyfic, 
as  well  as  others  of  the  laity;  the  difcharge 
of  whofe  fundions  feems  to  be  wholly  ex- 
empt from  the  controul  of,  and  altogether 
unconneded  with,  every  kind  of  ecclefia- 
flical  jurifdidion. 

It  may  be  demanded  of  us,  to  affign  ouf 
- reafons  for  petitioning  for  redrefs  at  this  par- 
ticular period  ; and,  it  may  be  objeded  that 
we  fhould  refpedfully  wait  for  the  interpo- 
fition,  or  requeft  the  concurrence  of,  our  fu- 
periors  in  the  church.  It  is  anfwered,  that 
as  the  grievances  we  complain  of,  are  pecu- 
■ harly  our  own,  fo  they  have  been  acknow- 
< ledged  and  proclaimed,  long  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  dilfenlions  m the 

date : 
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date : and  that  the  promoters  of  this  at- 
tempt to  remove  them,  difclaim  all  other 
reafons  and  motives  for  coming  forth  in  fup- 
port  of  this  caufe,  which  do  not  immedi- 
ately arife  from  a fenfe  of  duty;  and  which 
would  not,  upon  the  drifted  examination, 
appear  deferving  of  approbation.-  Confcious' 
of  the  purity  of  their  intentions,  they  court 
the  countenance  of  no  party  whatfoever ; 
they  intreat,  and  fhall  joyfully  accept,  the 
abidance  of  every  honed  and  liberal-minded 
man. 

After  fuch  an  avowal,  we  may  be  allowed 
dill  further  to  obferve,  that  the  time  when 
a grievance  is  felt  and  complained  of,  is  al- 
ways the  proper  time  for  protedants  and 
englifhmen  to  petition  for  its  removal ; 
that  the  petition  in  quedion  mud  fupport 
itfelf,  not  by  the  dignity  or  number  of  the 
perfons  who  prefer  it,  but  by  the  intrinfic 
judice  and  moderation  of  its  claims;  and, 
that  there  is  a perpetual  obligation  upon  the 
legidature,  in  every  well  condituted  date,  to 
attend  to,  and  redrefs,  the  religious  grievances., 
of  the  fubjeft,  although  fuch  remondrance 
fhould  proceed  from  the  meaned  of  the  peo- 
ple. With  refpeft:  to  the  conduct  of  our  ec- 
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cMaftical  fuperiors,  the  petitioners  have 
obferved  a mod  refpedtful  filence  : folicitous 
only  to  approve  themfelves  the  faithful  fer- 
vants  of  God,  by  a difcharge  of  their  owrt 
duty,  in  their  petition  they  prefume  neither 
to  cenfure,  nor  commend.  Yet,  if  repre- 
hended for  ofhcioufnefs,  in  ftepping  forth 
from  their  obfcurity,  by  affirming  the  cha- 
racter of  petitioners,  inftead  of  acquiefcing* 
with  a dutiful  fuhmiffon,  to  what  the  wif- 
dom  of  their  fuperiors  has  thought  reafon- 
able  and  juft ; they  mud,  at  length,  be  obliged 
to  eonfefs,  that  the  requefted  relaxation  and 
indulgence,  would  indeed  have  been  recom- 
mended to  the  legiflature,  with  peculiar  pro-, 
priety,  from  the  bench.  And,  it  may  be  fur- 
ther allowed  to  the  zeal  of  perfons,  whofe 
hearts  ate  warmed  by  an  affectionate  concern 
for  the  true  interefts  of  religion,  to  declare, 
that  after  fo  many  juft,  fo  many  affedling  re- 
monftrances  from  the  prefs,  it  was  but  rea- 
sonable to  expedt,  that  the  bifhops  of  the 
church  of  England  would  have,  long  fince, 
taken  the  lead,  in  this  truly  protcftant  lcheme. 
But,  the  tjme  of  all  reafonabje  aequiefcence 
fieing  expired,  it  is  now  become  the  duty  of 

every 
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every  friend  to  chriftian  liberty,  each  ac- 
cording to  his  abilty,  to  be  adive  in  a caufe 
wherein  the  advancement  of  the  gofpel,  and 
the  honour  of  his  mailer,  are  fo  immediately 
and  elfentially  concerned. 

„mm  , ‘ 

V, 

November  30,  1771. 

TO  THE  REV.  THE  VICE-CHANCELLOR  OF 
THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE.* 

Sir, 

I really  refped  your  character,  and 
think,  that,  if  left  to  the  natural  fuggeflions 
of  your  own  mind,  you  would,  upon  the 
approaching  occafion,  ad  an  upright  part. 
This  perfuafion  is  my  encouragement  for 
the  prefent  addrefs ; in  which  I call  upon 
you,  as  bound  by  the  oaths  of  office,  to  ad 
in  a caufe  of  fome  confequence,  agreeably  to 
the  ftatutes,  and  approved  cuftoms  of  the 
place.  The  members  of  the  late  caput  have 
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fet  you  an  unprecedented  example,  in  ftifling 
a motion  formally  propofed  by  one  of  the 
moft  refpedable  charaders  in  Cambridge ; * 
becaufe  they  were  apprehenfive  that  the  ge- 
nerality of  the  univerfity  was  favourably  in- 
clined to  it.  You  may  remember  the  indig- 
nation of  the  fenate,  upon  the  oceafion ; the 
public  beheld  the  tranfadion  with  aftonifh- 
ment.  I urge  not  this  with  a view  to  inti- 
midate. The  gentleman,  whom  I am  ad- 
drefling,  is  above  being  influenced  by  any 
unmanly  apprehenfions ; I mention  it  only 
as  an  inducement  to  confider,  and  to  refled. 
If  you  confult  the  didates  of  your  own 
heart,  you  cannot  be  miflaken.  Refign  not, 
put  of  deference  to  a fet  of  men,  who  are 
unworthy  of  your  confidence,  the  authority 
of  a judgment  truly  qualified  to  lead.  Let 
the  caufe  of  the  perfons,  who  may  be  affed- 
ed  by  the  fate  of  this  motion,  fairly  be 
brought  before  the  proper  tribunal.  If  the 
jneafure  in  queflion  be  unreafonable,  the  fe- 
nate of  Cambridge  will  rejed  it  of  them- 
felves.  We  are  not  all  of  us  ignorant  of  the 
fiatutes  and  cuftoms  of  the  univerfity.  Many 

of 
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of  us,  on  account  of  our  offices  and  employ- 
ments, are  the  mod  proper  judges  in  the 
cafe.  The  fenate  of  Cambridge  hath  efta- 
bliffied  fubfcriptions  in  fome  cafes.  The  fe- 
nate of  Cambridge  are  properly  qualified  to 
judge,  concerning  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing them.  I will  further  add,  that  your 
friend,  the  late  worthy  profeffor  of  divinity, 
while  tutor  of  St.  John’s,  thought  it  incum- 
bent upon  him  to  give  a courfe  of  lectures 
on  thofe  articles  which  are  annually  fub- 
fcribed.  If  the  prefent  motion  be  rejected; 
it  will  furely  become  the  duty  of  the  diffen- 
tients  to  take  care  that  the  thirty-nine  arti- 
cles themfelves  be,  at  leaf!:,  once  folemnly 

read  over  to  the  candidates  for  the  bachelor’s 

* 

degree,  previous  to  fubfcription.  A regular 
lefture  upon  them,  in  each  college,  would 
not  be  indecent.  But  it  may  be  too  much, 
in  thefe  times-,  to  expert  an  imitation  of 
profeffor  Rutherforth’s  example, 

A MEMBER  OF  THE  SENATE. 
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December  28,  1771. 

TO  THE  REVEREND  . 

Sir, 

I own  the  arguments  you  pleaded,  during 
the  eoiirfe  of  our  converfatioa,  laft  monday 
evening,  in  excufe  for  your  not  figning  the 
clerical  petition,  though  they  did  not  con- 
vince my  reafon,  affected  my  heart.  You 
feemed,  Sir,  tQ  be  under  the  ftrongeft  per- 
fuafion,  that  the  grievance  of  fubfcription 
was,  as  it  has  been  always  eheemed  by 
thoughtful  men,  indeed  infupportable.  You 
will  do  me  the  juftice  to  own,  that  you 
thought  fo,  not  in  confequence  of  any  re- 
prefentation  or  high  colouring  of  mine,  but 
was  led  to  form  fuch  conception  ©f  them, 
from  your  own  feelings  and  confummate 
knowledge  of  the  fcriptures,  the  obvious 
fenfe  of  which,  they  fo  miferably  pervert. 
You  read  the  petition  with  attention.  I faw 
the  movements  of  your  inmofl  foul,  upon  the 
©ccafion.  You  confirmed,  by  the  inflexions 

of 
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of  your  voice,  the  truth  and  importance  of 
the  matter  contained  in  the  petition,  more 
than  by  the  fubfcription  of  a thoufaiid  hands. 
Yet  you  begged  time  to  deliberate  upon  the 
addition  of  your  fignature.  You  had  others 
to  confult.  The  confequence  was,  as  I ex- 
pelled ; you  refufed  to  fign.  You  objected, 
the  times  were  unfriendly  to  reformation, 
and  the  danger  of  impeding  its  progrefs, 
when  happier  conjunctures  Should  arife,  by 
an  immature  and  precipitate  attempt.  Ob- 
jections which,  though  urged  with  the  nfual 
eloquence  of  my  friend,  I foon  perceived  had 
pot  the  lead  Share  in  the  determination  of  his 
will.  At  length,  you  threw  off  the  unbe- 
coming referve ; you  owned  to  me  the  truth. 
You  owned,  that  the  apprehenfions  of  loSing 

the  living  of which  you  have  fo  much 

reafon  to  expeCt ; of  forfeiting  the  favour  of 
yonr  patron  j and  the  terrors  of  an  excom^ 
mumcation,  threatened  to  be  fulminated  by 
your  diocefan  at  your  defencelefs  head,  had 
damped  the  riling  flame  of  public  virtue, 
had  extinguished  the  generous  ardour  of  ap- 
pearing in  the  fupport  of  facred  truth.  You 
urged  the  fmail  acceflion  of  advantage  from 
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a fmgle  name,  and,  thereby,  in  terms  the 
moft  difgraceful,  acknowledged  your  own 
infignificance.  You  pleaded  the  apprehen- 
lion  of  loling  preferment ; and,  by  your  plea, 
you  virtually  difavowed  your  relation  to  that 
mailer,  who  calls  upon  you  to  leave  what- 
ever men  hold  dear,  for  the  fake  of  his  gof- 
pel.  You  reprefented  the  danger  of  for- 
feiting the  favour  of  an  earthly  patron,  by 
bearing  your  teflimony  to  the  truth  not 
con  fi dering,  that  by  your  acknowledged  pre- 
varication,  you  forfeited  the  favour  of  your 
father  which  is  in  heaven.  You  defenbed, 
in  pompous  file,  the  terrors  of  an  eccleli- 
adical  excommunication,  when,  at  the  fame 
time,  you  knew,  that  by  the  better  temper 
of  the  times,  that  celebrated  engine  of  church 
defpotifm,  if  unaided  by  the  fecular  power, 
was  reduced  to  a mere  “ brutum  fiilmen.” 
Indeed,  I could  icarcely  believe,  that  it  was 
poffible  for  an  enghdi  prelate  to  have  ailed 
as  you  deferibe,  but  as  you  after t the  fail,  I 
am  conllrained  to  believe  it.  I hope  you 
will  permit  me  to  give  the  name,  which  in- 
deed I fhrewdly  guefs  at,  to  a much  injured 
and  abufed  nation. 


You 
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You  are  much  miftaken  if  you  imagine, 
that  I write  this  letter  with  any  hopes  of 
working  an  alteration  in  your  fentiments  ; I 
have  no  fuch  expectation,  nor  would  I,  as 
a friend  to  the  petition,  with  for  the  addi- 
tion of  a tingle  hand,  which  was  not  accom- 
panied with  the  heart.  The  gentlemen  en- 
gaged, in  this  bed  of  caufes,  aie  tiuly  volun- 
teers, yet  they  affed  not  the  praife  of  more 
than  ordinary  virtue  ; they  are  fupported  by 
the  animating  profpeCt  of  fuccefs ; on  every 
fide  they  hear  the  applaufes  of  the  juft,  the 
generous,  the  good.  Their  caufe  will  be 
introduced  into  parliament,  aided  by  the 
fuffrages  of  every  friend  to  public  virtue. 
They  know  they  have  an  approving  people; 
they  truft  they  have  an  approving  God. 

UK  L I US. 
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VII. 

AN  ANSWER  TO  A REFUTATION,  &C, 
PART  THE  FIRST. 

January  3,  1772.** 
Relying  upon  the  impartiality  of  the 
public,  X Hi  all  endeavour  to  anfwer  the 
objections  of  an  adverfary  to  a late  “ circular 
letter,”  which  delineates  the  intended  fcheme 
of  petitioning  parliament  for  relief  in  the 
matter  of  fubfeription. 

The  author  of  “ the  refutation”  begins 
with  Lifcribing  the  drawing  up  of  the  peti- 
tion to  parliament,  to  “ fome  warm  ad- 
mirers 

[*  This,  and  the  following  letter,  figned  *e  Colla- 
?inus,”  were  written  in  reply  to  two  others,  which  had 
appeared  in  December  1771,  in  anfwer  to  the  foregoing 
“ circular  letter.”  (See  p.  12, of  this  volume. ) The  wri- 
ter, who  figned  himfelf  cc  No  bigot  to,  nor  again!!  the 
church  of  England,”  was  generally  underftood  to  be  a 
clergyman,  benefited  in  Norfolk.  In  January  1772, 
he  republifhed  thefe  letters  in  a trad!,  entitled,  <c  A full 
refutation  of  the  reafons  advanced  in  defence  of  the  pe- 
tition, which  is  intended  to  be  offered  to  parliament  by 
fome  of  the  clergy,  for  the  abolition  of  fubfeription  to 
the  articles  and  liturgy.”  He  added,  at  the  fame  time, 
a fliort  appendix,  in  the  way  of  a rejoinder  to  Collar 
tonus. J 
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mirers  of  that  flippant  work  the  Confef- 
fional.”  I will  beg  leave  to  afk  him  how 
he  comes  to  be  fo  well  informed.  Some 
fuppofed  emiffaries  of  the  bilhops  have  in- 
deed, at  fundry  times,  endeavoured  to  gain 
admiffion  at  the  Feathers.  But  their  dif- 
honeft  efforts  have  hitherto  been  conftantly 
defeated. 

It  was  rather  impolitic  in  the  refuter,  to 
bring  his  own  good  fenfe  and  tafte  in  ques- 
tion, at  the  very  beginning  of  his  laboured 
performance,  by  impoftng  an  epithet  upon 
the  Confeffional,  the  propriety  of  which 
will  never  be  acknowledged  by  any  other 
perfon,  who  has  read  that  incomparable 
work.  A work  which  derives  as  much  ho- 
nour on  the  englifh  nation,  as  the  amiable 
life  and  converfation  of  its  author  does  on 
his  profeffion,  and  on  human  nature. 

In  the  fecond  paragraph  of  his  refutation* 
he  obferves,  that  the  fir  ft  reafon  of  the  pe- 
titioners for  abolishing  the  thirty-nine  arti- 
cles is  c<  that  the  liberty  of  judging  for 
themfelves  with  refpeff  to  the  fenfe  of 
Scripture  is  circumfcribed  by  fubfcription.” 

A quo- 
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A quotation  evidently  invidious  and  unfair. 
I will  put  the  queftion  to  himfelf.  Is  it 
manly,  is  it  generous,  thus  to  endeavour  to 
fix  the  imputation  of  intolerance  upon  the 
promoters  of  this  truly  proteftant  defign  ? 
They  mean  not,  they  with  not  to  “ abolifh” 
the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church. 
They  only  intreat  that  they  may  not  be  fub- 
je&ed  to  the  alternative  of  fubfcribing  them, 
or  of  lofing  their  preferments.  And  were 
this  juft  and  moderate  petition  granted,  no 
advocate  for  the  do&rines  contained  in  them, 
would,  in  confequence  of  fuch  indulgence, 
he  likely  to  fuffer  in  his  perfon,  his  fortune, 
or  his  fame.  But  to  the  argument. 

The  liberty  of  judgment  which  this  writer 
fays  is  not  prevented,  but  prefuppofed  in  the 
attof  fubfcription,has  fomething  very  pecu- 
liar and  uncommon  in  its  compofition.  It  is 
a liberty,  which  the  ftorms  and  tempefts  of 
perfecution  have  often  violently  aftailed,  and 
have  aftailed  in  vain  ; when,  at  the  fame 
time,  it  has  not  been  able  to  withftand  the 
fofter  allurements  and  blandhhments  of  the 
tempter’s  art.  Undoubtedly  fuch  incum- 
brances and  reftri&ions  ftiould  not  be 
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thrown  in  the  way  of  a public  teacher  of 
the  gofpel,  which  expofe  him  to  the  lead 
unneceffary  temptation  of  prevaricating  with 
his  God.  The  man  that  forces  me  by  fear 
of  death,  or  durelfe  of  imprifonment,  to  re- 
sign my  liberty  of  addon  ; and  he  who  en- 
deavours to  engage  me  in  the  fupport  of  his 
unworthy  purpofes,  by  taking  every  unfair 
advantage,  which  my  youth  or  ignorance 
fupplies  him  with,  or  holding  forth  the 
fplendid  offers  of  riches,  pomp  and  power 
in  order  to  feduce  me ; exercifes  an  equally 
unjuffihable  dominion  over  my  will,  equally 
obftruds  the  exercife  of  private  judgment. 
I offer  this  not  as  an  excufe  for  the  condud 
of  my  affociates.  Very  many  of  them,  I am 
perfuaded,  have  confcientioufly  fubfcribed  the 
articles,  and  can  confcientioufly  alfo  reiterate 
their  fubfcription.  More  difinterefled,  more 
generous  in  their  purpofe,  they  mourn  and 
feel  for  others.  I own,  I find  the  fenfations 
of  conjugal  and  paternal  love,  oppofed  to 
the  fenfe  of  duty,  and  therefore  feel  alfo  for 
myfelf.  If  the  refuter  likes  this  conceffion, 
let  him  enjoy  it ; but  he  will  triumph  at 
the  expence  of  his  humanity. 

III.  D 
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An  objedion  lies  againft  the  requifition 
of  fubfcription,  in  the  words  of  the  memo- 
rialifts,  “becaufe  it  impofes  upon  more  im- 
proved times,  the  dodrines  of  dark  and  igno- 
rant ages,  as  the  genuine  declarations  of  holy 
writ.”  The  author  of  the  refutation  is  offend- 
ed with  this,  becaufe  he  imagines  the  pre- 
fent  age  is  in  a date  of  retrogradation,  not  of 
improvement.  The  tedimony  of  hifhop  Law, 
in  his  “ Theory  of  religion,”  fupported  by 
fads,  will,  I trad,  be  of  more  force  than  the 
refuter’s  aflertion.  The  knowledge  and  ra- 
tiocination of  the  former  times,  in  theolo- 
gical fubjeds  at  lead:,  and  particularly  of  the 
celebrated  compilers  of  our  articles,  may,  un- 
luckily for  the  refuter,  be  appealed  to  for  th 6 
decifion  of  this  debate.  Let  the  reader  con- 
fult  fome  fpecimens  of  the  learning,  and 
other  qualifications,  of  our  principal  refor- 
mers, for  drawing  up  articles  of  theology, 
contained  in  a book  entitled,  “ F ree  thoughts 
on  the  fubjed  of  a further  reformation  of  the 
church  of  England,”  and  published  by  the 
rev.  Dr.  Benjamin  Dawfon. 

With  refped  to  the  refuter’s  fourth  para- 
graph, I fhall  only  obferve,  that  thofe  laws 

cer- 


tertainly  “ elevate  the  opinions  and  com- 
mandments of  fallible  men,  to  an  equality  of 
honour  and  authority  with  the  word  of  the 
infallible  God,”  which  edabli/h  the  profef- 
fion  of  both  by  equal  fandions,  and  lay  the 
impugners  of  both,  under  equal  difabilites. 
Let  the  church  difavow  her  tyranny  as  much 
as  die  thinks  proper.  Fads  are  obdinate, 
and  of  more  avail  than  words.  Are  not  the 
required  declarations  of  affent  to  the  articles, 
as  being,  “ all  and  every  of  them  agreeable 
to  the  word  of  God,”  equally  drong,  I may 
fay  /Longer  than  thofe  declarations,  wherein 
we  acknowledge  the  divine  authority  of  the 
holy  fcriptures  themfelves  ? And,  is  not  the 
datute  of  the  firft  of  William  and  Mary 
.equally  fevere,  againd  the  impugners  of  the 
idolatrous  dodrines  of  Athana/ius,  and  the 
blafphemers  of  the  divine  majedy  itfelf  ? 

The  fifth  paragraph,  in  the  refuter’s  letter, 
is  much  of  the  fame  fort  with  the  objedion 
in  his  fecond,  and  may  be  anfwered  in  the 
fame  manner.  With  refped  to  oaths,  his 
parallel  does  mot  hold ; and  I will  beg  leave 
to  obferve  to  him,  though  not  in  the  very 
words  of  Hudibras,  an  author  furely  improd 
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perly  quoted  in  fuch  an  argument  as  this, 
that  there  are  circumftances,  in  the  courfe  of 
human  affairs,  wherein,  they  who  impofe  an 
oath,  a declaration,  or  fubl'cription,  may  be 
more  blameable  than  thofe  who  take  them. 
The  univerfities  of  Cambridge  and  Oxford, 
at  this  prefent  moment,  afford  a melancholy 
inftance  of  the  truth  of  my  affertion. 

The  refuter’s  fixth  paragraph  I do  not 
thoroughly  understand,  but  it  will  be  fuffi- 
cient,  if  I eflablifh  the  truth  of  the  contro- 
verted claufe.  It  is  faid,  in  the  circular  let- 
ter, that  “ the  requifition  of  fubfeription  to 
the  thirty-nine  articles  derives  upon  the  mod 
zealous  friends  of  religion,  the  reproaches  of 
intolerant  and  bigotted  brethren.”  To  ex- 
plain this,  we  will  take  the  cafe  of  the  fa- 
mous Dr.  Samuel  Clarke.  He  had  fub- 
feribed  the  thirty- nine  articles,  he  was  one 
of  the  mod  zealous  friends  of  religion,  he 
Shewed  his  zeal  by  an  incomparable  publi- 
cation ; it  was  objected  to  him,  by  thofe 
who  could  not  objedf  to  his  book,  that  he 
had  departed  from  his  fubferiptions,  and 
the  refuter  mud  know  that  he  was  in  im- 
minent danger  of  undergoing,  if  poflible, 
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fomething  ttill  more  fevere,  than  the  re- 
proaches of  intolerant  and  bigotted  bre- 
thren. The  cafe  of  the  worthy  bilhop  Clay- 
ton, is  much  of  the  fame  kind. 

It  is  alferted  in  the  circular  letter,  that 
the  requilition  of  this  fubfcription  “ fubjedts 
the  holy  dodtrines  of  our  matter  to  the  fcorn 
and  derilion  of  unbelieving  and  profligate 
men.”  The  refuter  obferves,  that  unbeliev- 
ing and  profligate  men  will  ever  treat  with 
deriflon  the  dodtrines  of  Chrift,  whether  in- 
terpreted in  fermons  and  in  articles,  or  only 
given  in  the  words  of  fcripture.  But,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  memorialitts,  that,  the 
holy  dodtrines  of  their  matter,  when  given 
in  the  words  of  fcripture,  are  much  lefs  lia- 
ble to  fuch  infult,  than  when  difguifed  and 
dilhonoured,  by  the  mifreprefentations  of 
Athanaflus  and  his  affociates. 

It  is  aflerted  alfo,  in  the  circular  letter, 
that  “ the  requifltion  of  fubfcription  pre- 
cludes the  ufe  of  thofe  arguments  from  fa- 
cred  writ,  whereby  the  enemies  of  revela- 
tion  might  be  effediually  frlenced.”  The  re- 
futer defires  us  to  produce  thefe  arguments. 
It  is  rather  unfair  to  call  upon  us  to  pro- 
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duce  them,  before  the  laws  injoining  fub- 
fcriptions  are  repealed.  We  will,  however, 
put  the  cafe  of  a perfon  who  obferves  an 
adverfary  of  revelation  to  take  his  hand  upon 
the  thirteenth  article  of  the  church  ; which 
the  faid  adverfary  fuppofes  to  be  a fcripture 
dodtrine,  becaufe  fubfcribed  as  fuch  by  a, 
prateftant  divine.  He  objects  to  revelation, 
as  inculcating  a dodtrine  fo  manifeflly  con- 
trary to  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind.  Let 
the  refuter  adhere  to  his  fubfcriptions,  and 
anfwer  him,  if  he  can.  A perfon,  not  under 
the  bond  of  fubfcription,  lhall  allow  the  ab- 
furdity  of  the  dodtrine,  but,  with  refpedt  to 
its  being  founded  in  fcripture,  fliall  deny  the 
fadt.  Whether  the  adverfary  of  revelation 
will  not  now  be  effectually  filenced,  may 
foon  be  decided  by  any  unfubfcribing  perfon^ 
who  gives  the  fmalleft  degree  of  attention  to 
the  original  book.  The  cafe  of  Cornelius, 
as  defcribed  in  the  firft  fix  verfes  of  the 
tenth  chapter  of  the  Adts,  may  be  of  fome 
afliflance  to  fuch  an  inquirer* 

The  refuter  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that 
the  church  is  not  faid  to  be  deprived  of  the 
affiftance  of  many  valuable  members  on  ac- 
count 
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count  of  her  claiming,  but  on  account  of  hey 
actually  exercifing  an  authority  in  matters  of 
faith : exercifing  it  in  the  impofition  of  many 
an  unreafonable,  many  an  inhuman  dodtrine. 
Some  credit  is,  however,  due  to  the  refuter, 
for  allowing,  that  the  extenfion  of  fubfcrip- 
tion  to  fo  many  interpretations  of  fcripture, 
calls  loudly  for  a cool  and  candid  revifal  of 
the  articles  and  liturgy,  from  the  heads,  and 
other  learned  members  of  the  church.  But, 
if  by  the  heads  of  the  church,  be  meant  the 
bilhops,  alas,  all  hopes  are  vain.  Virtue, 
honour,  “ decus  et  tutamen,”  might  once  be 
faid  to  be  infcribed  on  almoft  every  prelate’s 
mitre:  but  the  love  of  pleafure,  the  love  of 
fway,  and  of  the  “ dulce  lucellum,”  feem 
now  to  be  too  deeply  imprinted  in  almoft 
every  prelate’s  bread:. 

That  the  divifions  in  the  bofom  of  the 
church,  occafioned  by  fubfcriptions,  “ are 
pernicious,  and  even  dangerous  to  the  bate,” 
may  be  perceived  from  the  evident  tendency 
of  the  difcourfes  of  thofe  divines,  of  the 
church  of  England,  who  preach  up  “ im- 
puted righteoufnefs,”  and  “ jubification  by 
faith,  exclulive  of  good  works  dodtrines, 
^ 4*  debit ute 
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deftitute  of  all  foundation,  the  articles  ex- 
cepted ; dodtrines,  which  owe  their  conti- 
nuance in  exigence  only  to  fubfcriptions ; 
dodtrines,  unqueftionably  fubverfive  of  that 
ftridt  morality,  which  is  the  hate’s  fureft 
fafeguard  and  fupport. 

The  moft  material  of  the  objections  con- 
tained in  the  lah  paragraph,  of  the  refuter’s 
firh  letter,  being  in  fubhance  much  the  fame 
with  the  argument  contained  in  the  charge 
of  Dr.  Randolph,  will,  in  all  probability, 
foon  receive  their  “ coup  de  grace,”  by  a 
more  able  hand.  In  the  mean  time,  I would 
recommend  it  to  the  refuter  and  his  friends, 
to  fecure  comfortable  lodgings  at  Rome,  as 
foon  as  poffible,  as  a confiderable  number  of 
his  brethren  are  determined,  it  feems,  to  poh 
thither,  as  foon  as  ever  the  petition  fhall  be 
attended  to  by  the  houfe.  A gentleman  of 
the  church  of  England  writing  as  follows,  in 
a letter,  which,  it  is  faid,  has  appeared  in 
print  **  There  are  yet  feven  thoufand  bre- 
thren of  our  Ifrael  who  will  not  bow  the  knee 
to  their  Baal,  and  who,  fooner  than  accede  to 
their  propofal,  will  return  to  popery  again, 
therein  there  are  the  fundamentals  of  chrif- 
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tianity  retained,  though  there  be  much  hay 
and  bubble  included.” 

Thofe  objections  of  the  refuter,  which  are 
contained  in  his  fecond  letter,  are  referved  to 
another  opportunity, 

COLLATINUS. 


VIII. 

AN  ANSWER  TO  A REFUTATION,  &C. 

PART  THE  SECOND. 

January  8,  1772. 

The  firft  paragraph,  of  the  Refuter’s  fe- 
cond part,  contains  nothing,  befides  illiberal 
rebellions  upon  the  underbandings  of  his  op- 
ponents. Such  rebellions  are  unworthy  of 
a gentleman  and  a fcholar.  But  we  fhould 
imitate  the  example  we  dilapprove,  were  we 
to  endeavour  to  retort  them;  we  (hall  there- 
fore only  fay,  that  welhall  leave  it  to  the  de- 
termination of  his  better  judgment,  whether 
they  were  not  highly  unbecoming,  when  he 
was  treating  upon  a quebion  fo  ferious  and 
important  as  the  prefent. 
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With  refpeCt  to  the  fecond  paragraph,  an 
objection  is  urged  in  it  againft  the  following 
words  of  the  memorial ; “We  cannot  but 
lament,  that  the  legislature  Should  think  pro- 
per to  continue  the  requisition  of  a fubfcrib- 
ed  approbation  of  a form  of  worShip,  the  ufe 
of  which  is  eftabliShed  by  penalties,  which 
muft  Sufficiently  enfure  the  obedience  of  the 
parties  concerned.  Penalties,  and  not  Sub- 
scriptions and  declarations.  Surely  constitute 
the  proper  fan&ions  of  law.”  But  Surely  the 
memorialists  may  be  justified  in  their  aSSer- 
tion.  A declaration  of  aSTent  to  the  ufe  of 
the  liturgy,  in  places  of  public  worffiip,  is 
altogether  unnecefiary.  Could  one  indeed 
fuppofe  the  legislature  Should  be  fo  abfurd 
as  to  ordain  the  ufe  of  liturgical  forms  in 
our  families,  or  clofets,  a fubfcribed  decla- 
ration of  our  aifent  would  not,  in  that  cafe, 
be  improper.  Penalties  would  be  infuffici-* 
ent  by  reafon  of  the  difficulty,  or  rather,  im- 
possibility of  conviction.  But  when  we  re-? 
colleft,  that  the  doors  of  our  churches  are 
open  to  every  perfon,  who  pleafes  to  enter 
them  ; that  the  forms  of  church  worShip, 
are  in  the  hands  of  every  perfon  in  the  na-» 
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tion;  that  the  times  of  public  prayer  are 
dated;  and,  moreover,  announced  by  the 
ringing  of  a bell,  we  cannot  but  be  fenfible, 
that  any  failure  in  the  officiating  minider 
muft  be  liable  to  immediate  detection.  And, 
therefore,  that  penalties,  in  cafe  of  a depar- 
ture from  the  forms  of  public  worlhip,  muft 
be  the  only  proper  fandions  of  a law  ordain- 
ing their  ufe.  Thefe  penalties  are  pretty  fe^ 
vere.  They  amount  to  one  year’s  profits  of 
any  one  preferment,  which  the  king  fliall 
choofe,  and  fix  months  imprifonment,  for  the 
fir/1:  offence  ; to  the  lofs  of  all  preferment, 
and  twelve  months  imprifonment,  for  the 
fecond ; and  for  the  third,  to  imprifonment 
for  life. 

With  refped  to  the  quedion  of  the  refuter, 
is  not  the  legiflature  to  make  choice  of  the 
moft  forcible  fandions  to  its  laws  ? It  is  an- 
swered, by  no  means,  in  a cafe  like  the  pre- 
fent.  In  civil  fociety  there  is  a fcale  of 
crimes,  beginning  with  thofe  that  endanger 
the  very  exidence  of  the  date,  and  ending 
with  the  lead  poffible  injury  to  a fingle  indi- 
vidual. To  this  fcale  of  primes,  a fcale  of 
puniffiments  fhpuld  be  adapted.  And,  there- 
fore. 
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fore,  as  no  perfon  fhould  fuffer  more  than  is 
neceffary,  the  legiflature  certainly  has  not  a 
right,  in  all  inftances,  to  make  ufe  of  the  molt 
forcible  fan&ions  to  its  laws.  A pofition, 
which  the  marquis  of  Beccaria,  and,  more 
particularly.  Dr.  Blackftone,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fourth  volume  of  his  incompara- 
ble Commentaries  on  the  laws  of  England, 
has  eftablifbed  by  arguments,  which  do 
honour  both  to  his  underftanding  and  his 
heart.  Whether,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  the 
very  feverity  of  the  penalty  would  not  be  a 
bar  to  its  infliction , and,  therefore,  whether 
a declaration  of  confent,  merely  to  the  ufe  of 
the  liturgy,  may  not  be  expedient,  until  the 
legiflature  (hall  affume  a milder  tone,  muft 
be  left  to  the  wifdom  of  abler  ftatefmen,  than 
either  the  refute.r  or  myfelf. 

With  irefped  to  the  refuter’s  argument 
concering  perjury,  I muft  confefs,  I do  not 
thoroughly  underftand  it.  I remember  oaths 
of  allegiance,  of  fupremaey,  of  abjuration, 
of  canonical  obedience,  but  none  relat- 
ing to  the  ufe  of  the  liturgy.  Perjury  is  an 
invidious  word,  and,  therefore,  by  no  means 
fhould  have  been  ufed.  With  refpedl  to 
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his  calling  a declaration  of  aflent  to  the  ufe 
of  the  liturgy,  a " divine  penalty,”  the  ex- 
preflion  might  be  made,  by  a willing  adver- 
fary,  to  mean  more  than  the  refuter  would 
wifh. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected,  that  the  refuter 
would  pafs  over  in  filence,  a plaufible  objec- 
tion, which  has  often  been  urged  againft  the 
memorialifts,  viz.  that  the  ufe  of  the  litur- 
gy, in  our  folemn  addrefles  to  God,  is  a 
ftronger  declaration  of  aflent  to  it,  than  any 
fubfcription  whatfoever.  He  has  infifred 
upon  it  at  full  length,  in  his  fourth  para- 
graph. But,  the  confiderate  reader  will  re- 
fled,  that  the  removal  of  fubfcription  to  the 
liturgy  may  be  a preparatory  ftep  to  its  re- 
vifal ; that  it  is  impoflible  for  the  wit  of 
man  to  devife  a liturgy  which  flhall,  in  every 
part,  be  agreeable  to  the  fentiments  of  all  the 
perfons  who  are  injoined  to  ufe  it,  and  yet, 
fuch  liturgy  may  be  approved  of  upon  the 
whole;  that  when  a removal  of  fubfcription 
to  it,  is  requeued,  the  liturgy  is  not,  in  that 
cafe,  confldered  as  a form  of  prayer  only,  but 
alfo  as  a formulary  of  faith,  in  which  light 
it  has  certainly  been  viewed  by  fome  intole- 
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rant  divines  ; and  that  a petition  to  remove 
the  fubfeription  of  affent  to  it,  can  never  be 
efleemed  by  parliament,  as  a petition  to  them, 
to  countenance  the  mockery  of  the  divine 
being,  but  rather  as  a proof  of  the  petition- 
ers’ defire  to  offer  unto  him  a more  reafon- 
able  fervice. 

It  is  afferted  in  the  memorial,  that  “ fub- 
feription to  the  liturgy  not  only  implies  an 
affent  to  the  dodtrines,  which  are  faid  to  be 
contained  in  it,  but  is  attended  with  the  ad- 
ditional inconveniences  that  arife,  from  fuch 
dodtrines  being  more  obfeurely  and  indeter- 
minately declared.”  The  latter  claufe  of  this 
quotation  excites  the  refuter’s  aflonifhment, 
and  if  the  dodtrines  which  are  obfeurely  and 
indeterminately  declared  in  the  liturgy,  were 
the  fame  with  thole  which  are  declared  in 
the  articles,  the  expreffion  would  excite  my 
aflonifhment  alfo.  But  are  there  not  doc- 
trines, faid  to  be  contained  in  the  liturgy,  over 
and  above  thofe  contained  in  the  articles  y 
and  may  not  the  want  of  precifion,  in  the 
dating  of  them,  fubjedt  the  fubferiber  to 
very  formidable  inconveniences  ? The  obfeu- 
rity  of  a law,  is  a dangerous  engine  of  op- 

preflion 
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predion  in  a tyrant’s  hand.  And  the  fertile 
head  of  an  interpreter  in  lawn  fleeves  may 
fee,  or  fancy  he  fees,  intirely  a new  fet  of 
articles  in  our  forms  of  wordiip,  if  there  be 
the  lead  occafion  given  to  confrder  fuch  forms 
of  wordiip,  as  a formulary  of  faith.  Perfons 
who  were  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of 
Lambeth  in  Seeker’s  time,  may  fee  a mean- 
ing in  thefe  obfervations,  which  will  efcape 
the  generality  of  readers  ; and  perfons  ac- 
quainted with  the  hi  dory  of  Lambeth,  fince 
the  accedion  of  the  prefen t prelate,  may  find 
a parallel  in  the  behaviour  of  Cornwallis. 
But  to  return.  A didindion  may  Purely, 
very  properly,  be  made  in  the  cafe  of  the 
liturgy,  between  a form  of  worfhip,  and  a 
formulary  of  faith ; and,  therefore,  if  the 
liturgy  has  ever  been  confidered  in  the  latter 
light,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  perfons, 
who,  adhering  to  the  point  of  the  fufficienCy 
of  the  feriptures,  petition  againft  the  impofi- 
tion  of  human  articles  and  confedions  of 
faith,  to  petition  alfo  againd  fubfeription  to 
our  liturgical  forms.  And,  the  indetermi- 
nate manner  of  the  expredion,  increafes  the 
objection  to  fuch  fubfeription,  as  it  admini- 

ders 
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iters  occafion  for  innumerable  debates.  A 
little  confi deration  upon  the  hiftory  of  the 
feventeenth  article  of  our  church;  and  upon 
the  controverfy  relating  to  the  intermediate 
Hate,  faid  to  be  determined  againft  in  our 
common  prayer  books,  will  give  force  to  the 
preceding  obfervations. 

It  is  faid  in  the  memorial,  that  “ there- 
quiiition  of  fubfcription  to  the  forms  of 
worfhip  mud  eventually  preclude  all  improve- 
ment in  a liturgy,  which,  however  excel- 
lent in  the  main  defign,  has  been  proved  to 
be  defective  and  reprehenhble  in  many  of  its 
parts.”  Whatever  exception  may  be  taken  to 
the  mode  of  exprefhon,  the  fadt  is  certain,  the 
liturgy  is  reprehenfible  in  many  of  its  parts; 
nay,  has  been  proved  to  be  fo  in  the  “ Can- 
did difquihtions ;”  and  yet,  all  improvement 
has  hitherto  been  folicited  in  vain.  If  the 
reafon  alledged,  in  the  memorial,  for  the 
negledt  of  fuch  improvement,  be  not  the  true 
one,  it  is  not  unfair,  confidering  the  refu- 
ter’s  conceffion  with  refpedt  to  the  want  of 
fuch  improvement,  to  requeft  that  he  will 
affign  the  reafons  himfelf ; the  application 
was  certainly  made,  with  all  due  fubmiflion. 
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to  that  clafs  of  perfons,  which  the  refutef 
looks  up  to  with  fuch  an  exuberance  of  re- 
fped.  The  appeal,  however,  is  now  made 
to  a more  refpedtable  tribunal,  to  far  honefter 
men;  who,  in  all  probability,  will  fhew  that 
they  have  a zeal  for  the  real  intereds  of  reli- 
gion, that  fureft  fafeguard  of  the  date,  as 
well  as  an  hearty  abhorrence  and  detedation 
of  thofe  arts  of  hypocrify  and  deceit,  whereby 
the  advocates  for  church  authority  feek  to 
prolong  the  exidence  of  fuperftition  and  fa- 
naticifm,  in  the  midd  of  an  enlightened  and 
improved  people. 

Whether  it  be  the  intention  of  the  refuter 
to  go  through  the  remaining  part  of  the  me- 
morial, cannot  be  colledted  from  wdiat  has 
hitherto  efcaped  him  : if  “ part  the  third  of 
a refutation,  &c.”  fhould  not  appear,  it  will 
be  prefumed  that  the  refuter’s  fentiments, 
and  thofe  of  the  memqrialifts,  with  refpedt  to1 
the  remainder  of  the  paper,  are  altogether 
the  fame.  And  yet,  from  the  high  drain  of 
compliment  paid  to  the  epifcopal  character, 
in  the  refuter’s  cbfervations,  we  might  be  led 
to  imagine  that  the  cen fures  paffed  in  the 
memorial,  upon  the  p refen t heads  of  eur 

E church. 


( 5°  ) 

church,  would  conftitute,  in  his  idea,  thfc 
moil  exceptionable  part  of  the  work. 

COLLATINUS. 

' ..  .. 



IX. 

TO  THE  REV.  DR.  POWELL. 

January  25,  1772. 

Sir, 

The  reprinting  of  your  celebrated  com- 
mencement fermon,  at  this  jundhire,  is  judg- 
ed, by  many  perfons,  to  be  done  with  a defign 
to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  undergradu- 
ates of  Cambridge  to  fubfcription ; the 
thought  of  which,  notwithftanding  the  flit- 
tile  logic  of  certain  tutors,  fills  them  with 
difquietude  j or,  in  other  words,  this  re- 
' publication  is  efteemed  an  effort  to  defpoil 
the  unfufpeding  fimplicity  of  youth,  of  that 
native  honour  and  integrity,  which  will 
hereafter  be  but  ill  exchanged  for  a fuperior 
kn  owl  edge  of  the  world. 

You  affert,  that  a fubfcription  in  youth, 
implies  only  a general  belie!  o!  the  arti- 
cles, grounded  partly  on  their  own  obler- 

vation,  and  partly  on  the  authority  of  othars. 

It 
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It  may  be  difficult  to  draw  the  difcrjminaN 

ing  line  in  this  femi-pape  proportion ; but 

even  this  motley  fpecies  of  fubfcription  will 

fQQtfui-t  the  cafe  of  the  Cambridge  queftic- 

jiitis.  It  is  a well  known  fad,  .that  the ,gene- 

xahty  of  the  young  men  have  no  opportunity 

even  of  reading  the  thirty-nine  articles, 

vipufly  to  their  fubfcription.  Nay,  what  is 

more  remarkable,  not  even  at  .the  time  of 

fubfcription  itfelf,  as  the  articles  fet  at  the 

head  of  the  regifter’s  book  are  not  the 

thirty-nine  articles  of  religion,  but  the  three 

articles  of  the  thirty-fixth  canon  of  our 

church.  They  are  not,  therefore,  partly  to 

fubfcnbe  upon  their  own  obfervation,  and. 

partly  upon  the  authority  of  others  ; but  it 

is  to  .-be  feared,  that  they  intirely  furrender 

their  right  of  private  judgment  into  the  hands 

of  their  fupencrs  ; and  fljew  as  implicit  a 

fubmiffion  to  the  decifions  of  our  church, 

as  our  anceflors  were  went  to  do  to  papal 
Rome.  T 

^1  have  long  defired  to  have  fome  difeourjy 
With  you  upon  the  cafe  of  Mr.  H 
Who  believed,  and  often  folemnly  afferted 
that,  upon  conviflion,  he  believed  all  the 
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thirty-nine  articles  of  religion : but  was, 

- no  t with  flan  ding , refufed  by  you  a proper 
teftimonial  of  his  orthodoxy.  How  do  you 
reconcile  your  refufal  of  fuch  teftimonial, 
with  that  fpirit  of  moderation  which  you 
affed  in  your  difeourfe  ? It  is  in  vain  you 
will  plead  irregularity  of  behaviour.  Your- 
felf  bore  teftimony  to  his  fobriety,  piety,  and 
learning,  by  the  fubfeription  of  your  hand. 

I fhall  conclude  my  letter  with  the  follow- 
ing fads,  which  I mention,  more  for  the 
edification  of  others,  than  of  yourfelf. 

In  the  month  of  June  1769,  a petition 
was  offered  by  the  under-graduates  for  an 
alteration  in  their  ftatutable  arefs,  and  it  was 
granted.  In  the  month  of  December  1771, 
a petition  was  offered  by  the  under- graduates, 
either  to  be  releafed  from  an  unftatutable 
■ ' fubfeription,  or  to  be  inftruded  111  thofe  arti- 
.•  cles,  which  they  would  fhortly  be  called 
upon  to  fubferibe.  And  this  their  modeft, 
-their  reafonable,  their  righteous  petition  was 
treated  with  contempt.  Bluth,  Cambridge, 
"biufh  ! , 

• ■ camillus. 
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X. 


April  30,  1772. 

The  following  curious  and  interefting 
paper  lately  fell  into  my  hands.  It  relates 
to  a fcheme  now  in  agitation,  which  may 
poffibly,  in  a little  time,  very  much  engage 
the  attention  of  the  public. 

Your  humble  fervant, 

L.  R. 

The  humble  petition  of  certain  of  the 
laity  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  to  their  reprefen tatives  in  par- 
liament affembled. 

Sheweth, 

That  a conliderable  portion  of  the  pof- 
feffions  of  the  engliffl  people  has  long  been 
appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  a religious 
eftablifhment,  with  an  evident  intention,  that 
the  perfons,  who  derive  affluence  and  dignity 
from  fuch  eftablifhment,  fflould  devote  them- 
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felves  to  the  fludy  of  the  gofpel ; and  be 
thereby  enabled  fo  to  diffufe  its.falutary 
light,  that  piety  to  God,  and  love  to 
man,  may  become  the  ruling  principles  of 
individuals  in  every  rank  and  order  of  the 
flate. 

That  your  petitioners,  with  grief  and  for- 
roWj  are  constrained  to  exprefs  their  appre- 
lienfions,  that  the  alarming  growth  of  infi- 
delity, and  the  confequent  profligacy  of  man- 
ners which  difgrace  this  age  and  nation,  cart 
be  too  well  accounted  for,  from  the  mani- 
fest abfurdities  and  contradi&ions  contained 
in  the  national  fyftem  of  faith ; and  from 
thofe  imperfections  in  the  forms  of  public 
worfhip,  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
are  treated  as  a fubjedt  of  derifion,  by  the 
enemies  of  our  conftitution,  have  long  been 
given  up  as  indefenfible,  by  the  ableft  and 
fincereSt  of  its  friends;  evils  which  owe 
their  origin  to  prieilcraft,  and  their  continu- 
ance to  the  laws  which  injoin  fubfcription 
to  humanly-  flevifed  articles  and  formularies 
pf  faith. 

That  your  petitioners,  deeply  penetrated' 
yvith,  a fenfe  of  the  utility  of  the  facerdo- 

tal 
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tal  charatfer,  and  fincerely  difpofed  to  re- 
fpe<3  thofe  perfons  who  worthily  difcharge 
it,  are  further  conftrained  to  declare,  that,  in 
their  apprehenfion,  the  clergy  of  this  kingdom 
have  fiiewed  themfelves  to  be  either  unac- 
quainted with,  or  infenfible  of,  the  impor- 
tance of  their  truft : and  that  more  efpecially 
the  higher  orders  of  that  body,  though 
bound,  by  every  tie  of  duty  and  honour,  to 
Hand  forth  in  fupport  of  an  expiring  religion, 
have,  by  a proftitution  of  their  authority  and 
influence  to  the  moil  unworthy  purpofes, 
and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  in  defiance  of  their 

r • ' 

own  convictions,  invariably  laboured  to  up- 
hold the  reign  of  fuperflition  and  enthu- 
fiafm  in  this  land. 

That  your  petitioners  are  ferioufiv  per- 
fuaded,  that  nothing  but  the  preaching  of 
the  gofpel,  in  its  prifiine  fimplicity,  united 
with  an  affedting  form  of  public  worihip, 
purified  from  the  leaven  of  fuperflition  and 

r 

fanaticifm,  can  produce  any  material  alter-* 
ation,  in  the  p refen t deplorable  Hate  of  the 
principles  and  manners  of  the  englifli 

4 

people. 

• That  many  of:  your  petitigners,  jufily 
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alarmed  for  their  pofterity,  are  deprived  of 
thole  confolations,  which,  in  advancing  age, 
and  in  the  hour  of  calamity,  mod:  power- 
fully touch  the  human  heart.  They  fee. 
and  lament  the  religious  corruptions  of  their 
own  times,  and  tremble,  led:  a dill  more 
deplorable  darknefs,  amounting  alnioft  to 
an  extinction  of  the  gofpel  light  left  a 
ftill  more  portentous  depravity  of  manners, 
and  an  increafe  of  civil  difcord,  precurdve 
of  the  dedruction  of  the  date,  fhould  mark 
the  generation  of  their  fons. 

That  on  account  of  the  late  conduct  of  the 
clergy,  and  from  the  co.nflderation  of  the 
nature  of  the  abufes  complained  of,  your 
petitioners  cannot  indulge  themfelves  in  any 
flattering  expectations,  that  the  church  will 
herfelf  reform  the  mod  obvious  errors  in  her 
dodrine  and  difcipline.  That  they  there- 
fore look  up,  as  to  their  lad  refource,  to  their 
reprefentativesin  parliament  aflembled,  (who, 
by  their  inflit ution,  are  required  to  take  care 
’that  the  conditions  and  redriCtions,  with 
which  the  public  money  is  granted,  are  re- 
ligioudy  oblerved ; and  whofe  right  to  in- 
fpeCt  into  the  conduCt  of  every  corporation 

4 • 
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in  the  kingdom,  is  clear  and  indubitable,) 
intreating,  fupplicating,  conjuring,  every 
member  of  your  honourable  houfe  earneftly 
to  aim  at  abolilhing  an  obligation,  which,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  lays  the  teacher  under  a 
moral  neceffity  of  prevaricating  with  his  own 
confcience,  and  of  lying  to  his  God,  de- 
frauds the  hearer  of  his  conftitutional  right 
to  the  pure  milk  of  the  word,  and  to  that 
unadulterated  bread  of  life,  which  the  al- 
mighty hath  difpenfed  in  his  gofpel,  as  his 
laft,  beft  bleffing  to  mankind. 

And  your  petitioners  fhall  ever  pray,  &c. 


XI. 

TO  THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY.* 

May  12,  1772. 

MY  LORD, 

That  the  bilhop  of  Gloucefter  fhould 
profefs  himfelf  a diifenter  from  the  efta- 

hlilhed 

' -i 

[ * Dr-  Frederick  Cornwallis.  At  which  time,  Dr. 
Warburton  was  bifhop  of  Gloucefler;  and  Dr.  Law, 
bifiiop  of  Carlifle,] 
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blilhed  do&rines,  and  yet  oppofe  difienters 
in  their  righteous  claim  to  a toleration,  is 
not  furprifing.  That  the  bifhop  of  Carlifie 
fhould  manifeft  a difinclination  to  take  an 
adive  part  in  the  projeded  plan  of  reforma- 
tion, is  much  indeed  to  be  lamented,  yet 
he  is  held  excufable  by  thofp,  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumflances  of  his  fitua- 
tion.  But,  from  you,  my  lord,  a more  con- 
fident and  more  manly  deportment  might 
with  reafon  be  expended.  With  a noble 
birth,  you  were  fuppofed  to  inherit  an  inde- 
pendent fpirit.  You  were  educated  in  the 
feat  of  found  philofophy ; you  were  blefied 
with  the  opportunity  of  arriving  at  a juft 
conception  of  your  chriftian  privileges,  in 
confequence  of  being  placed  under  the  tui- 
tion of  a man,  who  may  jullly  be  efteemed 
one  of  the  greatell  ornaments  of  the  englilh 
bench.  Inftruded  by  the  voice  of  a mailer 
in  theology,  you  difcerned  the  hopelefs  con- 
dition of  man’s  natural  Hate,  and  were  ena- 
bled to  penetrate,  by  the  eye  of  faith,  into 
that  better  country,  which  the  religion  of 
-the  gofpel  difcloies  to  our  view.  f he  ori- 
gin of  evil,  its  variou  s conferences,  and  its 

fubfer- 
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fubferviency  to  the  reformation  of  indivi- 
duals  and  the  general  good,  were  evidently 
difplayed  to  you.  The  progreffive  difpen- 
fations  of  the  almighty,  each  rifing  in  beau- 
tiful fuccehion,  were  exhibited  to  your  fight. 
In  (hort,  my  lord,  in  confequence  of  Dr. 
Law’s  Inftruitions,  you  commenced  a ra- 
tional believer  and,  with  him,  you  faw  rea- 
fon  to  deplore  the  dilgraceful  contrariety  be- 
tween the  religious  eftablifhment  of  your 
country,  and  the  uncorrupted  gofpel  of 
Chrift.  And,  with  refpeit  to  your  worldly 
eircumltances,  you  are  placed  above  the  in- 
fluence of  either  hope  or  fear. 

From  whence  then  are  we  to  account  for 
your  late  behaviour  ? I am  not  your  enemy, 
my  lord ; I wi(h  to  fee  a full  and  fatisfa&ory 
vindication  of  your  conduit.  Upon  your 
elevation  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  we  were 
not  taught  to  expeit,  that  a double  portion 
of  Seeker  s perfecuting  fpirit  would  red  upon 
Co/nwallis.  How  are  we  to  account  from 
your  grace’s  oppofition  to  the  late  petition 
of  the  clergy  ? How  will  you  defend  your 
declaration,  that  there  is  no  occafion  for  any 
alteration  \n  matters  of  discipline,  or  doc- 
trine ? 
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trine  ? How  will  you  vindicate  yourfelf  for 
encouraging  Dr.  Hallifax,  in  an  ungenerous 
attack  upon  the  writings  of  your  old  tutor 
and  friend  ? * Thefe,  my  lord,  are  charges 
of  a ferious  nature  : thefe  are  inconfiftencies 
which  mult  be  removed,  if  you  would  wifii 
to  preferve  an  unfullied  reputation.  If  your 
grace  has  changed  your  former  liberal  fenti- 
ments;  if  you  actually  believe  the  articles  of 
the  church  of  England ; that  is  to  fay,  if 
you  actually  believe  the  incarnation  of  the 
mod  high  God;  the  doctrine  of  imputed 
righteoufnefs ; the  predefined  reprobation 
of  the  majority  of  mankind  ; the  eternal  mi- 
fery  of  the  unbaptized  infant ; the  utter 
damnation  of  the  heathen,  jewifh,  and  ma- 
hometan  world ; then,  plainly  and  openly 
declare  fo.  You  have  fo  long  been  a bifhop, 
and,  therefore,  have  been  fo  long  unaccuf- 
tomed  to  fubfcription,  that  we  have  a fort 

of 

i ' * v . . 

[ * In  the  months  of  March  and  April,  1772,  there 
appeared  fome  letters,  in  one  of  the  public  prints,  ligned 
“ Eiafmus  •/’  thefe  were  generally  aferibed  to  Dr.  Sa- 
muel Hallifax.  As  fuch,  they  were  foon  afterwards 
confidered  by  two  opponents,  who  fubferibed  themfclves, 
« £edicuio-maftix,°  and'^ Cicero.”] 
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of  claim  upon  you  to  an  authoritative  renun- 
ciation of  thofe  principles,  which  you  re- 
ceived from  your  venerable  tutor.  At  pre- 
fen t,  we  are  puzzled  with  the  apparent  in- 
confiftencies  in  your  character ; when  it  is 
known  that  you  maintain  the  aiorefaid  tenets, 
we  may  indeed  fmile  at  that  fingulanty  of 
fentiment,  which  can  difpofe  you  to  pay 
any  attention  to  fuch  a fyftem  of  belief;  but 
we  {hall  no  longer  be  aftonifhed  at  your 

RUFUS. 


XII. 

May  19,  1772. 

Although  the  friends  of  reformation 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  infinuations  daily 
thrown  out  by  the  epifcopal  bench,  that  an 
utter  fubverlion  of  the  prefen t form  of 
church  government,  is  aimed  at  by  the  pe- 
titioning clergy ; yet,  I truft,  they  may 
fafely  confide  in  the  candour  of  the  good 
people  of  England,  who  will  ever  be  averfe 


to 
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to  the  imputing  of  a crime,  without  fome 
reafonable  prefumption  of  the  guilt.  The 
fame  obfervation  will  hold  good,  with  refpedt 
to  the  more  wild  hypothecs  of  Mr.  Madan, 
•who  reviles  the  petitioning  gentlemen,  as  a 
<fet  of  infidels  afiociated  for  the  purpofe  of 
'exterminating  chritlianity  from  this  coun- 
try. The  following  hints  however,  may 
'not  be  improperly  offered  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  their  lordfhips,  and  their  methodif- 
tical  allies. 

Firfi,  it  may  be  depended  upon  as  fadt, 
that  Sir  William  Meredith  was  empowered 
to  declare  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  a 
fubverfion  of  the  prefent  form  of  church 
government,  was,  by  no  means,  either  the 
defign,  or  the  wifh  of  the  affociation  ; and, 
tliat  the  perfons  who  compofe  it,  are  fin  cere 
.and  hearty  in  their  approbation  of  an  efia- 
•blifhed  form  of  public  worlliip. 

In  the  next  place,  their  lordfhips  may 
.refi:  affured,  that  the  afifociation  intends  to 
proceed,  with  all  calm nefs  and  circumfpec- 
tion,  in  their  grand  defign  ; with  a difpofi- 
tion  to  attend  to  the  advice  of  every  well- 
wifher  to  their  undertaking,  as  far  as  fhall 

appear 
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appear  expedient,  upon  the  matured:  delibe- 
ration, yet,  with  the  mod  determined  refo- 
lution  never  to  depart  from  the  fimpticity  of 
their  plan.  Satisfied  in  themfelves  that  the 
fcriptures  declare,  in  the  cleared  terms, 
the  whole  mind  and  will  of  the  almighty, 
they  will  ever  remondrate  againfl  all  autho- 
ritative interpretations  of  them ; which, 
when  impofed  by  human  laws,  in  effedt, 
become  impious  additions  to  God’s  word. 
And,  perfuaded  that  the  legiflature  alone  has 
the  right  of  determining  the  conditions, 
upon  which  they  enjoy  their  temporalities, 
they  will  never  confent  to  any  other  applica- 
tion to  the  bifhops,  than  what  might  bealfo 
•made  with  propriety  to  the  temporal  lords.; 
that  although  the  fecurity  already  required 
at  the  time  of  ordination  is,  in  their  judg- 
ment, diffident  to  anfwer  every  reafonable 
purpofe,  they  will  dutifully  accede  to  any 
mode  of  expreffing  their  attachment  to  the 
religion  of  Jefus,  and  of  their  determination 
to  preach  it  in  its  genuine  fimplicity,  which 
the  legislature,  in  its  wifdom,  ffiall  fubditute 
in  the  place  of  the  prefent  fubfcriptions ; 
that  tne  caufe  of  the  petitioners  is  daily 

growing 
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growing  Wronger,  through  the  increafing 
knowledge  of  the  people ; and  that  the  pre- 
valence of  this  or  that  party,  appears  to  them 
as  a matter  of  little  moment  in  the  fcale, 
they  being  fully  fatisfied,  that  their  remon- 
drance  mud  foon  approve  itfelf  the  voice  of 
reafon,  and  their  caufe,  the  caufe  of  God. 

poplicol A. 


XIII. 

i 

May  28,  1772. 

The  deplorable  date  of  morals  in  this 
country,  has  long  been  a condant  theme  of 
lamentation ; but  no  remedy  has  been  pro- 
pofed,  (that  of  the  late  petition  for  the  abo- 
lifhing  of  fublcriptions  excepted,)  which  af- 
fords the  lead  probability  of  removing  a dis- 
order, that  drikes  at  the  vitals  of  our  confti- 
tution,  both  in  church  and  date.  W e even 
aft,  as  .if  ignorant  of  the  feat  of  the  difeafe; 
we  fuppofe  it  to  be  refident  in  the  natural 
difpodtion  of  an  headdrong  people  whereas 

it- 
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it  Should  rather  be  fearched  for  in  our  efta- 
blifhed  religion,  and  in  our  laws.  The  de- 
clamations of  the  moral id,  the  fermons  of 
the  divine,  are  equally  unable  to  refill  the 
toice  of  the  diforder : and  we  mull  either 
feek  for  a more  effectual  antidote  than  has 
hitherto  been  applied,  or  refign  all  further 
confideration  of  the  fubjeft,  defpairing  of 
a cure. 


The  vulgar,  always  influenced  by  imme- 
diate impreflions,  annex  the  ideas  of  injuftice, 
moral  turpitude,  and  impiety,  to  thofe  ac- 
tions which  they  perceive  to  be,  in  general, 
attended  with  evil  to  the  perfons  who  com- 
mit them.  If  the  law  ordains,  that  any 
refledhon  which  is  call  upon  the  perfon  of 
the  fovereign,  lhall  be  atoned  for  by  fine  or 

impnfonment,  the  vulgar,  with  lord , 

will  adjudge  even  truth  to  be  a libel.  If 
the  law  ordains  that  the  punilhment  of  mur- 
der and  ot  robbery  lhall  be  the  fame,  thofe 
crimes  will  appear  equally  atrocious  in  the 
%ht  of  the  people.  If  the  bribing  of  the 
electors  of  Great-Britain  with  the  public 
money,  tn  order  that  they  may  return  a 
member  agreeable  to  the  court,  be  an  of- 
ence,  w iich,  (though  the  greated  that  can 

F t 
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be  committed  either  by  a fubjed  or  a king,) 
is  left  undefined  by  the  laws,  the  exemption 
of  the  offender  from  punilhment  caufes  him 
to  be  looked  upon  as  innocent,  in  the  agpre- 
henfion  of  his  fellow-citizens.  If  the  laws 
have  ordained  that  the  heretical  taint  /hall 
be  effaced  by  fire,  the  common  people  are 
difpofed  to  praile  the  mercy  of  that  fen- 
tence,  which  condemns  the  body  to  be 
burnt  for  the  good  of  the  foul.  And,  in 
all  cafes,  where  laws  annex  pain  to  thofe 
actions,  which  are  not  detrimental  in  their 
natural  confequences  to  the  community,  and 
leave  unnoticed  thofe  crimes  which  finke 
at  the  very  exiftence  of  a if  ate,  oi  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  individuals  who  compofe  it, 
the  virtues  and  the  vices  will  appear  m veiled 
to  the  fpedator  ; he  will  view  the  generous, 
upright,  honourable  adion  with  hatred  and 
abhorrence  ; and,  fet  loofe  from  all  refuaint 
upon  his  paffions,  will  plunge  himfelf  with- 
out remorfe,  nay,  even  with  complacency, 
into  all  the  fafbionable  extravagancies  of 
impiety  and  vice. 

Thefe  general  obfervations  may  be  ap- 
plied, with  too  much  propriety,  to  very  many 

of  the  laws  of  England  at  this  day.  I lhall 
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in'ftance  at  prefent  in  two  cafes,  referving  the 
effed  of  bad  laws,  (particularly  'of  thofe 
which  injoin  fubfcription  to  the  thirty- nine 
articles  of  religion,)  in  retarding  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  human  mind  to  its  due  perfec- 
tion, for  a future  difquifition. 

It  is  now  well  known,  that  a majority  of 
the  thinking  clergy  are  difpofed  to  embrace 
. the  hypothecs  of  Arius  or  Socinus,  with 
refped  to  the  perfon  of  Jefus.  And  that 
the  opinion  of  Athanafius,  though  fandified 
by  tne  ads  of  uniformity,  is  now  exploded 
by  almoft  every  reader  of  the  bible. 

A law  however  is  in  force,  which  me- 


naces an  equal  punidiment  to  the  impugner 
of  the  trinitarian  figment,  and  to  the  apof- 
tate  from  the  gofpel  5 the  effed  is  obvious. 
The  arian  and  focinian  are  looked  upon  with 
horror,  by  all  the  unthinking  part  of  man- 
kind j and  the  name  of  chriftian  is  denied  to 
him,  who,  believing  the  divine  million,  de- 
nies the  divinity  of  Chrift.  Nor  will  the 
evil  fpint  of  intolerance,  that  evil  fpirit 
which  is  fo  deftrudive  of  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  fociety,  ever  be  caft  out  from  us 
until  the  unjuft,  abfurd,  and  fanguinary  law! 
to  which  in  a great  meafure  it  owes  its  ex- 

i/iencej 


F 


( 68  ) 

->  f % 

Iftence,  be  torn,  with  indignation,  from  the 
penal  code. 

In  the  age  of  Elizabeth,  the  principles  of 
the  papift  and  of  the  fedtary  were  judged 
equally  inimical  to  the  welfare  of  the  hate. 
In  confequence  of  the  laws,  which  were 
formed  in  compliance  with  this  perfuafion, 
the  papift  and  the  proteftant  dilfenter  are 
even  now  held  equally  as  objedts  of  detef- 
tation  by  the  vulgar  herd  ; * infomuch,  that 
an  attempt  to  effedt  a fecurity  for  a fet  of 
men,  to  whom  we  are  fo  much  indebted  for 
fcripture  knowledge,  is  equally  ofFeniive  to 
the  haughty  fpirit  of  an  englifh  bifhop, 
with  the  eftablifhment  of  a popifh  prelate 
In  America,  or  the  encouragement  of  popifh 
emiffaries  among  ourfelves. 

L AS  L I U S . 

* A curious  indance  of  this  intolerant  fpirit  hap- 
pened, a few  years  ago,  at  the  quarter  feflions  at  Derby. 
A clergyman  of  the  church  of  England  refufed  to  take 
the  oaths,  while  (landing  upon  the  fame  level  with  an 
independent  minider  of  the  gofpel.  Nor  could  he  be 
prevailed  upon,  by  the  mod  earned  remondrances,  to 
qualify  himfelf  for  preaching  the  dodtrines  of  the  meek 
and  lowly  Jefus,  until  the  judices  permitted  the  little 
choleric  gentleman  to  pronounce  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  fupremacy,  from  the  elevation  of  an  higher  bench. 
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XIV. 

TO  THE  RIGHT  REV.  THE  BISHOP  OF 
LINCOLN.* 

August  8,  1772. 

MY  LORD,  ' 

When  tne  advocates  for  reformation  con- 
fider,  how  vigoroufly  the  prefent  fyftem  of 
religious  defpotifm  is  fupported  by  the  epif- 
copal  bench  : when  they  refledt,  that  the  ne- 
ceffittes  of  adminiftration,  in  a country  not 
much  diipofed  to  place  an  implicit  confi- 
dence in  the  fervants  of  the  public,  will 
probably  induce  thofe  fervants,  for  interefted 
reafons,  to  lean  to  that  fide  of  the  queftion 
which  the  hierarchy  {hall  approve : when 

!h;y  fUrther;eflue£l-  that  ‘he  glaring  ineon- 
fiftencies  and  abfurdities  in  our  formularies 
faith  and  modes  of  worlhip,  have  fent 
or  a fpint  of  infidelity  through  the  land 
together  with  an  attendant  profligacy  0f 
manners,  and  an  indifferency  to  every  f„te 
teftmg  and  ferious  fubjeft,  which  may  juftf 
he  deemed  portentous  j every  hope  may  na- 

^ 3 turally 
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turally  be  fuppofed  to  languifh ; and  every 
principle  which  animates  them  to  perfeve- 
rance,  may  be  expected  to  give  way  to  the 
gloom  of  melancholy,  and  the  darknefs  of 
defpair. 

But  the  caufe  of  the  gofpel  and  of  reli- 
gious liberty,  will  not,  therefore,  be  deferted. 
A band  of  proteftants  will,  I truft,  be  found 
difpofed  to  hope  even  againft  hope,  and  de- 
termined to  aft'ert  the  unalienable  right  of 
private  judgment  in  matters  of  faith j and,  if 
poffible-j  to  effedt  its  eftablifhcnent  in  defi- 
ance of  the  open  or  difguifed  oppofition  of 
proud,  though  proftituted  churchmen. 

But,  n o t wi  t h ft  a nidi  n g the  temptation  to 
defpondency  from  the  preceding  pidture  of 
the  times,  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  there 
are  other  circumftances,  contingently  con- 
nedted  with  the  caufe  of  protefcantifm, 
which,  under  God  s good  providence,  may 
onen  the  way  to  an  eftedtual  reformation. 
I fhall  mention  a few  of  them  to  your  lord- 
fin  p,  although  I know  I fhall  pain  you  by 
the  recital ; but,  my  lord,  you  deferve  to 
feel  the  weight  of  more  than  ordinary  indig- 
nation i you  have  denied  a toleration  to  dif- 

fenters. 
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Tenters,  and  would,  therefore,  be  onlyjuflly 
punifhed,  were  the  glories  of  your  order  to 
be  again  eclipfed,  or  to  fet,  to  rife  no  more. 

I rauft,  however,  firft  premife,  that  there 
is  alfo  a fet  of  gentlemen  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  who,  to  their  native  honour,  vir- 
tue, and  independence,  have  added  a perfect 
knowledge  of  this  truly  proteftant  defign, 
and  are  determined,  on  all  proper  occafions, 
to  lubmit  it  to  the  public  view,  and  fupport 
it  with  all  their  influence  and  power,  upon 
the  ground,  that  the  peace  and  good  order  of 
fociety  are  materially  concerned  in  the  deci- 
fon  of  the  controverfy;  and  therefore  will, 
probably,  for  ever  continue  to  fupport  it, 
as  knowing  they  are  called  upon  to  afford 
it  tneir  countenance  and  favour,  by  virtue 
of  their  being  good  citizens,  and  good  men. 

But  although  the  patronage  of  Meredith 
and  Saviie  may  be  fome  encouragement  to 
the  affociated  members,  amidft  an  oppoiition 
led  on  by  Newdigate  and  Stanley,  yet  the 
friends  of  religious  freedom  difcern  hill 
more  certain  prognoses  of  approaching  vic- 
tory, than  the  countenance  and  fupport  of 
men,  who,  however  virtuous,  have  as  yet 
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been  unfuccefsful  in  their  druggies  for  the 
civil  liberties  of  England. 

The  articles  of  the  church  of  England 
are  fo  exquifttely  nonfenfical,  and  the  autho- 
rity of  impofing  them  fo  deftitute  of  all  ra- 
tional foundation,  that  the  moment  the  pub- 
lic attention  is  properly  excited,  the  caufe 
of  the  high  churchmen  is  loft  for  ever. 

The  following  circumftances  will  proba- 
bly be  the  immediate  caufes  of  interefting  the 
public  in  an  inquiry,  which  cannot  but  be 
fatal  to  religious  defpotifm,  and  to  that  fpirit 
of  myftery  whereby  it  is  fupported. 

The  debate  upon  a limitation  of  the 
claims  of  certain  ecclefiaftical  corporations, 
will  be  revived  in  the  enfuing  feftions. 

In  this  debate,  the  advantages  propofed 
by  thefe  inftitutions  will  naturally  come  to 
be  confidered.  This  will  bring  on  an  in- 
quiry into  pluralities  and  commendums  ; 
and  doubts  may  be  raifed  by  fome,  how 
your  lordfhips  can  pofftbly  attend  your  duty 
in  parliament,  and  in  the  remote  diocefes  of 
Exeter  or  Durham  at  the  fame  time.  Intereft, 
my  lord,  intereft  of  the  fame  fort  which  pre- 
vents your  lordfhip  from  a ding  agreeably  to 

your 
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your  convictions,  will  urge  the  laity  to  thefe 
inquiries. 

The  increafing  fpirit  of  improvements  in 
agriculture  will  caufe  every  landholder  in 
England,  experimentally  to  feel  the  evil  of 
thofe  laws  which  difcourage  industry,  by 
obliging  the  laborious  hufbandman  to  pay 
the  tythe  of  all  that  he  enjoys ; and  will, 
therefore,  in  time,  difpofe  the  independent 
gentry  to  adopt  a change,  lefs  burthenfome 
to  the  nation,  and  poffibly  more  advantage- 
ous to  that  ufeful  body  of  men,  the  paro- 
chial clergy  of  this  kingdom.  In  the  courfe 
of  agitating  thefe  important  queflions,  they 
will  naturally  be  led  to  propofe  fome  proper 
provifion  for  the  better  performance  of  reli- 
gious duties,  by  thofe  perfons  who  enjoy  the 
greateft  Share  of  church  emoluments.  In 
confequence  of  thefe  inquiries,  the  pillars  of 
prieftcraft  will  he  Shaken  to  their  foundati- 
ons. Church  authority,  in  controversies  of 
faith,  and  fubfcription  to  human  formula- 
ries of  doCtrine,  the  favourite  engine  of 
fpi ritual  tyranny,  will  be  utterly  abolished  ; 
the  lamp  of  chiiflian  knowledge  be  relumed, 
and  the  light  of  virtue  which  it  kindles,  end 
in  perfect  day.  This  connection  between 

the 
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the  caufe  of  proteftantifm  and  the  interefts  of 
the  laity,  is  a connexion  which  owes  its 
birth  to  fome  late  venal  condudt  in  the  houfe 

of* s,  and  is  now  confirmed  by  the 

prelatical  mode  of  oppofition  to  the  caufe  of 
chriftian  liberty  and  of  chriftian  truth. 

The  aflociation,  without  doubt,  would 
wifh  they  might  prevail  by  a difpaflionate 
appeal  to  reafon  and  the  word  of  God.  The 
perfons  who  compofe  it,  will  never  make  it 
their  endeavour  to  fucceed  by  other  means. 
Thefe  hints,  my  lord,  are  chiefly  intended  to 
fhew  yourfelf  and  brethren,  that  the  epifco- 
pal  emiflaries,  archdeacon  Backhoufe  and 
archdeacon  Dickens,  &c.  have  not  adted 
agreeably  to  the  ufual  policy,  in  uniting 
caufes,  which  your  intereft  required  fhould 
be  ever  kept  disjoined. 

Inflated  with  pride,  and  with  infolence 
infupportable,  you  now  will  not  deign  to 
anfwer  either  thofe  public  remonftrances,  or 
thofe  private  letters,  in  favour  of  alterations, 
which  are  addrefled  to  you.  Before  many 
months  are  elapfed,  you  may  be  induced  to 
court,  in  the  mod  abjedt  manner,  the  favour 
of  the  people,  by  a pretended  concern  for 

religion,  and  an  affedted  zeal  for  reformation. 

This 
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This  letter  is  addreffed  to  you,  my  lord, 
becaufe,  in  confequence  of  your  elevation  to 
the  divinity-chair  at  Cambridge,  you  had 
every  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with 
the  caule  of  proteftantifm,  and  were  once 
efteemed  its  Heady  friend,  though  now  be- 
come the  moft  political  bifhop  in  all  Eng- 
land, perhaps  in  all  the  world. 

There  is  fomething  fo  uniform  in  the 
chara&er  of  your  brethren,  when  I conlider 
them  in  that  point  of  view,  in  which  one 
would  think  they  were  defirous  of  being 
confidered,  viz.  as  the  firm  and  Heady  fup- 
porters  of  civil  and  religious  defpotifm,  that 
I am  inclined  to  believe  that  a letter  addreffed 
to  one  of  your  bench,  would,  with  very 
trifling  alterations,  fuit  you  all ; yet,  when  I 
view  their  former  character  arid  conduct,  and 
reflect  upon  the  different  modes,  and  with 
what  peculiar  aggravations,  they  have  endea- 
voured to  evidence  their  abhorrence  of  reli- 
gious liberty  ; fo  great  is  the  variety,  that  I, 
probably,  may  be  induced  to  addrefs  a letter 
feparately  to  each, 

CORNELIUS. 
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XV. 

TO  THE  RIGHT  REV.  THE  BISHOP  OF 
NORWICH.* 

\ 

August  18,  1772. 

MY  LORD, 

A cool  indifference,  to  fubjedts  of  a feri- 
ous  and  important  nature,  vihbly  increafes. 
The  appetite  fordiffipation  and  amufement, 
the  growth  of  gallic  foil,  and  only  pardon- 
able when  apparent  in  the  female  bread:, 
hath  fubdued  the  manly  majefty  of  virtue  in 
England’s  fterner  fons.  The  friend  of  his 
country  and  of  human  nature  looks  up,  in 
this  diflrefs,  to  a fetof  men,  who  are  bound 
by  the  united  obligations  of  honour,  intereft, 
and  duty,  to  hand  forth  in  fupport  of  an 
expiring  religion.  But,  alas ! they  have  long 
deferted  their  facred,  their  important  truft, 
and  themlelves  now  labour  to  quench  that 
light  of  knowledge  and  of  virtue,  which 
their  profeffion  loudly  calls  upon  them  to 

hold. 
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hold  forth,  in  times  of  public  degeneracy, 
to  a diffipated  world. 

This  charge  upon  the  clergy  of  this  king- 
dom may  be  edeemed  fevere,  and  being  a ’ 
general  charge,  may  be  therefore  difregarded. 
My  lord,  I will  be  more  particular,  although 
my  plainnefs  may  difpleafe  you.  A dif- 
pofition  to  fupport,  and  to  extend  the  reign 
of  darknefs,  by  the  indrumentality  of  the 
fecular  powers,  is  now,  alas  ! but  too  ap- 
parent in  every  addon,  in  every  refolution  of 
your  bench;  nor  is  it  difficult  to  affign  the 
caufeof  fuch  adoniffiingproditution. 

As  one  of  the  mod:  didinguifhed  among 
the  opponents  of  the  caufe  of  chridian  libert 
ty,  and  of  chridian  truth,  I now  addrefs 
mylelf  to  the  folemn,  dately,  political,  in- 
quifitonal  bidiop  of  Norwich,  once  the  can- 
did, liberal,  unreferved,  honed  Phil.  Yonge. 

I will  urge  fome  topics  to  your  lordffiip, 
which  I think  deferving  of  your  confidera- 
tion,  not  with  any  defign  of  convincing  you, 
for,  my  lord,  you  are  already  convinced,  but 
with  an  intention  that  my  readers  may  fee 
the  date  of  our  argument,  and  adt  in  confe- 
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quence  of  the  light  which  I fhall  endeavour 
to  afford  them. 

You  muft  allow,  my  lord,  that  the  Hate 
both  of  the  jewifh  and  the  heathen  world, 
at  the  time  when  Jefus  and  his  apoftles  were 
commifftoned  to  attempt  its  reformation, 
was  corrupted  beyond  the  example  of  all 
preceding  generations.  In  fraud,  injustice, 
irreligion,  proftitution,  both  of  the  laity  and 
clergy,  thofe  times  were  even  worfe  than 
our  own. 

To  an  ignorance  of  the  almighty,  and  of 
his  adorable  perfe&ions,  was  joined  an  utter 
depravity  of  manners.  Devoid  of  every 
principle  of  virtue,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  difhonoured  themfelves  by  the  prac- 
tice of  every  fpecies  of  vice.  Rome,  by  en- 
flaving  the  nations,  had  utterly  corrupted 
them.  The  degeneracy  was  now  become 
complete ; fhe  was  herfelf  enflaved. 

In  this  date  and  condition  of  things,  the 
light  of  truth  was  fent  down  from  heaven 
to  difperfe  the  ignorance  and  darknefs  of  the 
world,  and  to  illuminate,  with  her  pureft 
ray,  the  intellectual  and  moral  powers  of  the 
mind. 


Awed* 
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Awed,  even  to  enchantment,  by  the  daz- 
zling fplendors  of  the  religion  of  the  gofpel, 
the  powers  of  darknefs  fufpended  for  a fea- 
fon  their  unavailing  oppofition.  Righte- 
oufnefs,  with  her  attendant,  peace,  diffufed 
fweet  ferenity  over  every  fcene  of  focial  life ; 
and  the  glorious  hope  of  immortality,  which 
the  philofophic  fed;  endeavoured  to  reft  up- 
on the  airy  and  fantaftic  bafts  of  metaphyfic 
reafonings,  now  eftablilhed  on  the  firmer 
evidence  of  fact,  difplayed  its  power  in  the 
produdion  of  each  fterling  virtue. 

But  the  religion,  which  the  jewiih  priefts 
oppo fed,  a worfe  fucceffion  of  the  tribe  cor- 
rupted; ’till  at  length  the  nations,  involv- 
ed, by  their  traditions,  in  more  than  their 
primaeval  darknefs,  funk  in  fecond  night. 

The  gloomy  fpedre  of  fuperftition,  en- 
gendeied  in  the  dark  recedes  of  the  cloyfter, 
for  a time  retired,  at  the  dawn  of  that  light 
which  broke  upon  the  world,  at  the  sura  of 
me  reformation.  But,  unhappily  for  man- 
kind, the  intrigues  of  priefts  again  prevailed, 
who,  by  their  uninterrupted  endeavours  to 
fettei  and  refrain  tile  freeborn  mind,  in  its 

religious 
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religious  difquifitions,  by  withholding  the 
knowledge  of  that  heavenly  truth,  which 
alone  can  fupply  weak,  miferable,  erring 
mortals,  with  fufficient  flrength  to  Item  the 
torrent  of  impetuous  paffions,  have  done 
what  in  them  lies,  to  perpetuate  every  opi- 
nion of  baleful  tendency,  and  every  vice  of 
frightful  afpedt,  in  this  devoted  land. 

The  point  I aim  at  eftablifhing,  by  thefe 
confiderations,  is,  the  propriety  and  advan- 
tage of  fupporting  the  independency  and  fu- 
premacy  of  the  word  of  God,  in  every  date, 
which  admits  the  divine  authority  of  the 
feriptures,  and  my  proof  is  refled  on  the  folid 
bafis  of  hiftoric  fadt.  If  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  gofpel,  at  the  time  of  its  promulgation, 
produced  fo  immediate  an  improvement  of 
manners  in  the  human  fpecies,  a fimilar 
effedt  muft  attend  its  republication ; when 
difincumbered  from  the  weight  of  that  ftu- 
pendous  mountain  of  myfteries  and  tradi- 
tions, under  which  it  has  fo  long  lain 
buried,  it  is  once  more  preached  in  its  prif- 
tine  purity,  and  held  forth  to  man,  arrayed 
in  its  native  veft  of  fimplicity  and  truth. 


It 
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It  would  be  a departure  from  my  purpofe, 
particularly  to  point  out  thofe  erroneous 
doftrines,  which  your  lordfhip’s  predeceffors 
have  impofed  on  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country  j and  for  the  fupport  of  which, 
they  are  compelled  to  pay  tythes  of  all  that 
they  poftefs.  My  proper  queftion  is,  and 
the  united  wifdom  of  all  the  bilhops  in  Eng- 
land cannot  anfwer  it,  what  pretenfions  have 
you  to  “ authority  in  controverlies  of  faith  ? * 
What  are  the  grounds  of  that  power,  whereby 
you  prefume  to  impofe  upon  us,  any  human 
interpretations  of  fcripture  whatfoever,  as 
the  truths  of  God  ? It  fhall  be  my  future 
purpofe  to  convince  my  countrymen,  that 
as  you  cannot  derive  that  authority,  which 
is  the  bitter  fountain  of  all  theologic  depu- 
tation, from  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  focial  compact ; as  you  dare  not  endea- 
voui  to  eftablifh  your  pernicious  empire  over 
confcience,  by  arguments  deduced  from 
fcripture;  for  the  origin  of  your  power  you 
muft  go  to  Rome,  and  confefs  that  you  owe 
the  continuation  of  it  to  the  favour  of  a 
proftituted  court. 


III. 
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A reafon  may  be  demanded,  why  I addrefs 
this  letter  perfonally  to  you,  my  lord  of 
Norwich.  It  is  becaufe  your  lordfhip 
avowed,  in  a public  manner,  and  I think  in 
your  cathedral  church,  your  abhorrence  of 
a caufe,  which  I efteem  the  caufe  of  God 
and  truth  3 and,  at  the  fame  time,  difgraced 
your  character,  and  offended  many  of  your 
hearers,  by  ungenerous  and  intemperate  re- 
flections on  that  worthy  perfon,  who,  in  a 
late  immortal  work,  has  fupported,  with  in- 
vincible flrength  of  argument,  the  caufe  of 
every  proteftant  in  Europe.  If  you  deny 
my  accufation,  let  the  publication  of  your 
compofition  decide  the  controverfy.  To 
that  compofition  I appeal.  The  voice  of 
the  Confeffional  was  not  the  voice  of  flander; 
but  flander  was  the  effence  of  your  charge. 

CORNELIUS, 


XVI.  TO 


XVL 


TO  THE  MOST  REV.  THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF 
CANTERBURY. 

August  25,  1772* 

MY  LORD, 

I have  no  occa/ion  to  inform  you,  that 
the  voice  of  the  public,  that  awful  voice 
which  commands  the  refpedt  and  veneration 
even  of  thofe  who  are  raifed  in  power  and 
glory  far  above  their  peers,  becaufe  it  is  ever 
found  refponfive  to  the  voice  of  confcience, 
v/as  once  difpofed  to  confecrate  your  name 
to  late  pofterity,  as  the  fupporter  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  as  the  friend  of  every 
focial  virtue. 

_ Your  nobJe  birth,  by  which  you  are  al- 
hed  to  men  of  worth  and  honour  • the  fupe- 
rioi  advantage  derived  from  your  education 
under  a man,  with  refped  to  knowledge  and 
abilities,  defervedly  efteemed  one  of  the  firft 
of  his  profefiion,  and  whofe  conduct,  in  pri« 
vate  life,  renders  him  an  ornament  to  hu- 
man nature  ; the  place  of  your  education, 
^ 2 Cambridge, 
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Cambridge,  jurtly  celebrated  as  the  feat  of 
fcience,  and  of  every  liberal  art,  which  can 
render  us  ufeful  to  our  country  and  our- 
felves  j the  conftant  tenor  of  your  life  and 
converfation,  while  redding  in  that  place, 
and  not  yet  forgotten  in  your  college  ; toge- 
ther with  the  fil'd;  fruits  of  your  public 
conduct,  raided  high  the  flattering  expecta- 
tion, that,  as  you  rofe  in  dignity,  the  flame 
of  your  virtue  would  burn  with  brighter 
luftre,  and  enlarge  the  wide  circumference 
of  its  activity. 

Were  I difpofed  to  give  way  to  thefpirit  of 
inveCtive,  I might,  with  glowing  flrength 
of  exprefiion,  paint  the  fad  reverfe  of  the 
character  you  once  fuftained.  But  I will 
fpare  myfelf  and  you.  1 will  only  lament 
the  public  difappointment,  in  beholding  a 
Cornwallis,  at  laft,  degraded  to  the  rank  of 
common  men.  I might  proceed  in  the 
rtrain  of  modern  fatirifts,  until  I had  diverted 
you  of  learning,  moral  honefty,  and  com- 
mon fenfe : but,  my  lord,  this  latter  con- 
duct would  be  manifert  injuft  ice.  I am  fa- 
tisfied  your  heart  is  naturally  good.  Your 
underftanding,  I judge,  to  be  clear  and  un- 
clouded ; 
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clouded ; and  your  learning,  I know  to  be 
fuch,  as  might  be  expeCted  to  be  found  in 
a perfon  of  found  judgment  and  ferious  dif- 
po  tion ; at  one  time,  you  were  duly  pene- 
trated with  a fenfe  of  the  importance  of  re- 
ligious knowledge,  and  led,  in  early  life,  to 
improvement  in  it,  by  a tutor,  who,  to  the 
fkill  of  a matter,  added  the  affectionate  ex- 
hortations of  a friend. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  my  lord,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  if  every  advocate  of  the 
gofpel  rejoiced  in  your  elevation.  It  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  that,  notwithftanding 
late  appearances,  it  is  even  ftill  expeCted 
that  fome  future  day  will  behold  you  exert- 
ing your  abilities,  and  employing  all  the  in- 
fluence of  your  high  ftation,  in  fupporting 
that  caufe  which  you  cannot  but  know  to 
be  the  caufe  of  God. 

I write  not  thus,  my  lord,  with  a view  of 
interefting  you  in  the  caufe  of  the  petition- 
ing clergy;  they  look  up  for  redrefs  to  God 
alone,  who,  in  his  good  time,  will  be  atten- 
tive to  their  prayer.  • They  neither  court 
your  favour,  nor  do  they  fear  your  frowns. 

I refpeCt  your  rank  and  ftation  in  fociety; 
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but  in  matters  of  a religious  nature  we  are 
furely  brethren  y and  I fhall  therefore  ad  as 
one  who  has  a right  to  ufe  the  fame  frater- 
nal freedom  which  Paul  ufed,  when  fpec- 
tator  of  Peter’s  pitiful,  fhuffling  condudj 
were  you  furrounded  with  all  the  terrors  of 
the  ihcjuifition,  I would  “ withftand  you 
to  the  face.” 

Permit  me  to  remind  you,  that  the  high 
office  you  hold  in  the  englifh  church,  is  to 
be  efteemed  in  the  light  of  an  important 
tftift  j repofed  in  you  bv  the  proteftant  con- 
ftitution  of  your  country.  Your  grace  is 
placed  in  the  primate’s  feat,  with  an  inten- 
tion that  you  ffiould  evidence  yourfelf  the 
faithful  guardian  of  that  facred  code,  which 
contains  the  laws  of  God,  and  the  hiftory 
of  his  difpenfations  to  his  creatures  j and, 
therefore,  you  are  bound,  by  every  tie  of 
honour  and  of  confcience,  to  maintain  in- 
violate the  purity  and  independency  of  that 
faith,  which  was  once  delivered  to  the 
faints. 

It  was  naturally  to  be  expedted,  that  hu- 
man policy  would  endeavour  to  render  the 
fgyelatipu  of  God;  fubfervient  to  the  mean, 

the 
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the  narrow  interefts  of  worldly  men ; would 
endeavour  to  debafe,  by  foul  corruptions, 
its  abfolute  perfection.  You  were  endowed 
with  dignity  and  power,  in  order  that,  affifted 
by  your  right  reverend  brethren,  you  might 
form  a barrier  againft  the  encroachments  of 
the  adverfary  j and,  that  the  teachers  of  the 
word  might,  under  your  protection  and  pa- 
tronage, be  enabled  undauntedly  to  hold 
forth  the  truths  of  heaven,  in  their  original 
fimplicity,  and  their  native  fplendour. 

When  human  adminiflrations,  therefore, 
affert,  that  an  unlimited  power  of  declaring 
from  the  pulpit,  whatever  doCtrines  the 
preacher  himfelf  fhall  be  perfuaded  are  agree- 
able to  the  word  of  God,  fhould  not  be  in- 
dulged to  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  the 
gentlemen  who  generally  compofe  them  aCt 
in  character  j their  language  is  agreeable  to 
the  ufual  tenor  of  their  conduCt ; and  they 
are,  in  part,  excufable,  as  they  are  under  no 
particular  bond  of  allegiance  to  that  mo- 
narch, whofe  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world. 
But,  if  your  grace  can  fubmit  to  fee  the  gof- 
pel of  your  bleffed  matter  difgracefully 
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fhackled,*  by  human  formularies  of  faith 
and  dodrine,  without  offering,  as  in  duty 
bound,  a fingle  remonftrance  in  its  favour. 
If  your  grace  can  condefcend  to  connive  at 
the  magiftrate’s  claim  to  a defpotic  empire 
over  confcience,  to  a right  of  directing  the 
opinions  of  the  fubjed,  to  a power  of  deny- 
ing toleration  to  every  form  of  worfhip,  that 
excepted  which  is  approved  by  himfelf  I 
leave  it  to  be  determined,  by  your  own  heart, 
whether  you  are  not  guilty  in  the  fight  of 
God  and  of  man.  You, infad:,  defert  the  truffc 
repofed  in  you,  by  your  country,  which,  not 

only 


* Weare  told  that,  at  the  acceffion  of  Elizabeth,  a 
curious  pageant  was  prepared,  in  which  were  represented 
Matthew,  Mark,  Luke  and  John,  in  chains,  and  requeft-. 
ing  to  be  fet  free.  That  princefs,  quickly  perceiving 
the  meaning  of  the  device,  replied,  let  us  firft  inquire 
whether  the  prifoners  wifh  to  be  releafed.  The  Spirit 
of  civil  and  religious  defpotifm  dictated  this  anfwer. 
Yet  there  was  fome  appearance  of  decency  in  theexprefr 
fion.  A Similar  requeft,  in  favour  of  the  fame  prifoners, 
was  made  laft  winter,  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  The 
petition  was  di  Sniffed  without  a reading,  becaufe,  as  is 
apparent  from'  the  votes,  it  was  apprehended  that  the 
granting  of  Such  liberty,  to  theaforefaid  prifoners,  might 
endanger  the  union  between  the  englifh  and  the  fcottifh 
kingdoms' 1 


( »9  ) 

only  acknowledges  the  religion  of  Jefus  to 
be  divine,  but  alfo  maintains  that  the  whole 
of  his  religion  is  contained  in  the  books  of 
holy  writ ; and,  in  the  large  appointments 
you  pofiefs  through  her  bounty,  declares  it 
to  be  her  with,  that  this  religion  may  be 
fupported,  pure  and  undefiled,  againft  the  ar- 
tifices of  thofe,  who  would  impioufiy  pro- 
fiitute  it  to  the  unworthy  purpofes  of  fecular 
ambition.  And  you  muft  be  guilty  alfo  of 
prevaricating  with  your  own  confcience,  and 
with  your  God,  as  even  you  have  folemnly 
declared  your  perfuafion,  that  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures  contain  all  dodtrine  which  is  required 
for  falvation ; and  your  refolution  to  look 
upon  them,  as  the  only  rule  of  chriftian  faith 
and  practice.  You  may  difguife  probably 
your  averfion  to  a reformation,  under  the 
pretence  that  you  are  alfo  bound  to  fupport 
the  dodtrines  of  the  englifh  church  ; but  if 
you  know  thofe  dodtrines  to  be  contrary  to 
the  dodtrines  of  the  gofpel,  (and  with  fuch 
lights  and  a fli fiance  as  you  have  had,  ydu 
cannot  but  know  this  to  be  the  cafe,)  refledh 
that  there  is  a day  approaching  when  the 
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aforefaid  plea  of  attachment  to  an  adt-of- par- 
liament religion,  in  oppofition  to  the  para- 
mount authority  of  fcripture,  cannot  polTi- 
bly  avail  you. 

CORNELIUS. 


XVII. 

August  29,  1772. 

The  virtue  of  fortitude,  or  a fteady  per- 
feverance  in  that  courfe  of  aition  which  our 
reafon,  upon  matured:  confideration,  hath 
approved,  has  always  been  e deemed  an  effen- 
tial  requifite  in  the  conduit  of  every  great 
and  generous  defign.  It  is  didinguifhed 
from  an  obdinate  attachment  to  any  particu- 
lar fentiment,  or  mode  of  aition,  rather  by 
the  previous  circumdances,  than  by  any 
material  difference  in  the  energy  itfelf.  The 
obdinate  man,  hadily  adopts  an  opinion, 
forms  his  refolution  with  precipitation,  and 
perfeveres,  though  the  oppofing  reafon  of 
mankind,  and  frequently  his  own  convic- 
tions, call  loudly  on  him  to  defid.  Whereas 

the 
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the  man  who  is  truly  refolute  and  brave, 
with  calmed  circumfpeClion  views  the  con- 
fequences ; with  the  greated  diffidence,  cal- 
culates the  chances  of  fuccefs  ; and,  having 
fummoned  every  faculty  of  his  mind  to  aid 
him  in  the  determination,  refolves  ; and 
then,  unterrified  by  oppofing  difficulties, 
purfues  his  refidlefs  courfe,  ’till  approving 
heaven  crowns  his  virtue  with  its  due  re- 
ward. 

I am  led  into  thefe  reflections,  from  an 
edimate  of  the  date  of  religious  contro- 
verfy  in  this  country.  The  remondrance  of 
the  late  clerical  petitioners,  againd  fubfcrip- 
tion  to  any  formulary  of  faith  and  doCtrine, 
holy  fcripture  excepted,  and  the  jufl  and  pru- 
dent attempt  of  the  diflenters,  to  effeCt,  for 
themfelves  and  their  poderity,  a legal  tolera- 
tion, are  defigns  wherein  it  is  honourable 
fora  chridian  and  an  engliffiman  to  take  an 
animated  part.  The  manner  in  which  both 
of  them  have  been  conduded  by  the  friends 
of  religious  liberty,  has  been  fuch,  as  might 
reafonably  be  expeCted  from  the  patrons 
of  fo  noble  a caufe.  And  a deady,  inflexi- 
ble perfeverance  in  the  fame  meafures,  which 

is 


is  not  to  be  doubted,  will,  I truft,  fooneffed 
for  both,  a fatisfadory  redrefs. 

With  refped  to  the  clerical  petitioners, 
their  canfe  has  been  artfully  confounded  by 
the  adverfary,  with  one  of  a very  different 
kind  their  attempt  has  been  reprefented  as 
a public  attack  upon  the  dodrines  contained 
in  the  articles  of  our  church.  Whereas  it 
muft  appear  to  every  plain  and  candid  man, 

, who  has  perufed  the  petition,  that  it  is  a re- 
monftrance  againft  the  authority  of  thofe 
perfons  who  impofed  them,  without  lawful 
warrant,  upon  the  confciences  of  their  bre- 
thren. Were  I defired  to  give  my  opinion 
of  their  defign,  to  any  well  difpofed  clergy- 
man, who  wanted  information,  I would  tell 
him,  that  the  petition  contained  a requeft 
for  the  real  eiiablifhment  of  the  fixth  article 
of  the  church  of  England  : an  article,  which 
is  virtually  abolifhed  by  the  impofition  of 
the  eight-and-thirty  that  remain ; and,  ex- 
prefsly  contradided,  by  that  claufe  in  the 
twentieth  article,  which  afferts,  that  “ the 
church  hath  authority  in  controverfies  of 
faith.” 

The  aueftion  thus  dated  is  intirely  dif- 
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tindt  from  any  queftion  about  dodtrine.  The 
trinitarian  and  the  focinian,  the  arminian 
and  the  calvinift,  may  jointly  agree  in  avert- 
ing the  fupremacy  of  their  divine  mafter  in 
all  matters  of  faith,  however  they  may  vary 
in  their  private  interpretations  of  his  words; 
and,  however  zealous  for  their  refpedtive 
tenets,  may  honeftly  declare,  that  they  are 
content  to  appeal  to  reafon  and  to  fcripture, 
inftead  of  a convocation,  for  a decifion  of 
their  contefts. 

This  circumftance  alfo  juflifies  them  in 
making  their  application  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  rather  than  to  the  convocation, 
or  the  epifcopal  bench.  Did  the  petition 
contain  a requeft  for  the  revifal  of  the  arti- 
cles; an  application  to  any  lay  jurifdidion 
would  be  indeed  an  abfurdity.  But  the 
queftion,  whether  God,  or  his  creatures, 
fhould  didtate  in  matters  of  faith,  requires 
no  depth  of  theological  learning  • and,  there- 
fore, the  appeal  was  very  properly  made  di- 
redtly  to  the  legiflature,  which,  out  of  an 
undue  refpedfc  to  the  clerical  order,  had  very 

unadviledly  vetted  that  high  authority  in 
man. 

Det  then  the  generous  friends  of  this  manly 

attempt 
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attempt  go  on,  with  undaunted  resolution, 
in  their  courfe.  Oppofition  may  naturally 
be  expected  from  a certain  bench.  But,  in  a 
caufe  where  truth  and  liberty  are  fo  effenti- 
ally  concerned,  they  have  reafon  to  hope,  that 
all  oppofition  will  at  length  fall  before  them, 
and  the  inventions  of  men  no  longer  be 
exalted  above  the  revelation  of  God  and  his 
Chrid.  Their  well  projected  defignhas  now 
flood  the  ted  of  the  fevered  inquiry.  The 
higher  orders  of  eccleiiadics,  who  are  the 
mod  virulent  of  their  oppofers,  have,  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  denial  of  a toleration  to 
the  learned  and  confcientions  didenters,  lod 
all  eftimation  with  the  people.  The  fenti- 
ments  of  the  representatives  of  Great  Britain 
have  already  been  declared  in  a caufe,  which 
is  very  nearly  connected  with  that  of  the 
clerical  remondrants.  And  it  may  with  con- 
fidence be  expected,  that  the  defcendants  of 
thofe  barons,  who,  upon  former  clerical  en- 
croachments, fo  zealoufly  fupported  the 
honour  and  independency  of  the  laws  of 
their  country,  will,  upon  a future  applica- 
tion, be  equally  zealous  for  the  honour  and 
independency  of  the  laws  of  their  God. 

LiELIUS. 
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XVIII. 

TO  THE  RIGHT  REV.  THE  BISHOP  OF 
LICHFIELD  AND  COVENTRY. 

September  12,  1772. 

MY  LORD, 

When  I involve  the  whole  epifcopal 
bench  in  one  general  charge  of  departing 
from  thofe  liberal  principles  which  alone 
can  juftify  our  feparation  from  the  church 
of  Rome,  my  accufation  is  verified  by  your 
own  demeanour.  I found  my  affertion  on 
two  remarkable  fads,  the  memorial  of  which 
will  long  remain,  as  fignal  infknces  of  in- 
conftftency  and  intolerance  in  a fociety, 
which  claims  the  title  of  a reformed  and 
proteftant  church.  The  fads  I allude  to, 
are,  the  oppofition  of  the  bifhops  to  the  late 
petition  of  the  clergy  • and  their  rejection  of 
the  equitable  claim  of  the  proteftant  diflen- 
ters,  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  The  notoriety  of 
the  latter  occurrence,  will  render  all  proof  of 

your 
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your  interference  in  that  instance  unneccf- 
fary ; with  refped  to  the  former,  I {hall 
mention  a few  circumftances,  pretty  well  au- 
thenticated, and  draw  fuch  conclufions  from 
them  as  reafon  warrants,  and  therefore  can- 
dour will  concede. 

I have  no  occafion  to  inform  your  lord- 
fhip,  that  it  is  an  idea  adopted  by  fratefmen, 
in  all  doubts  and  difficulties  of  a profeffional 
kind,  to  confult  the  leading  perfons  of  that 
profeffion,  wherein  the  controverfy  is  moved. 
Should  there  arife  any  appearance  of  fuch 
diffatisfadion  in  the  army,  as  would  juftify 
the  interference  of  adminiftration,  recourfe 
would  be  had,  with  propriety,  to  the  opinion 
of  a board  of  general  officers  upon  the  fub- 
jed ; and  the  minifter  would  demean  him- 
felf  with  a proper  degree  of  attention  to  their 
fentiments,  not  fubmitting,  however,  im- 
plicitly to  their  determinations,  but  referv- 
ing  the  liberty  of  judging  for  himfelf,  how 
far  the  perfonsapplied  to,  might  be  interefled 
in  the  report. 

The  fame  wife  meafures  are  made  ufe  of 
in  cafes  relative  to  the  law.  Although, 
therefore,  a doubt  may  be  moved,  whether 
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the  bifhops  be,  in  fad,  the  leading  perfons  of 
the  profeffion,  in  point  of  learning  and  know- 
ledge of  the  gofpel ; yet,  the  friends-  of  the 
petition  had  not  much  reafon  to  complain, 
nor  indeed  did  they  complain,  that  a iimilar 
mode  of  condud  was  adopted,  at  the  begin- 
ning or  tne  controverfy,  in  a cafe  wherein  the 
intereds  of  both  church  and  date  might  be 
very  materially  concerned; 

But,  before  I enter  upon  the  hidory  and 
event  of  this  inquiry,  I mud  be  indulged  ill 
faying  a few  words  upon  thofe  circumdances, 
which  although  they  fhew  the  propriety  of 
miniderial  application  to  the  bidiops  for 
information,  evidence  the  wifdom  of  the 
petitioners  in  waving  all  kind  of  addrefs  to 
their  fuperiors  in  the  church ; and,  which, 
would  alfo  have  determined  the  minider, 
while  the  caufe  was  debating  by  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people,  to  have  redrained 
your  indecent  oppofftion  at  that  juncture,  by 
hinting  to  your  lorddn'ps,  that  you  might  be 
called  upon  to  give  your  opinion  in*  your 
places,  when  the  matter  came  properly  be. 
fore  you  in  the  houfe  of  lords. 

It  mud  be  owned,  that  the  nature  of  the 

III.  t-T  . . a 
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petitioners’  requefl  was  not,  at  firft,  gene- 
rally underftood : and  the  caution  with 

which  the  petition  was  circulated,  a caution 
neceffarily  obferved,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
copy  of  it  from  appearing  publicly,  previous 
to  its  prefentation,  added  to  the  obfcurity. 
To  the  minifter,  it  had  the  afpedt  of  Elijah’s 
cloud,  fmall  indeed,  and  undefined  in  its 
appearance,  yet  fuch  as  would  raife  an  appre- 
henfion  that  it  might  poffibly  fill  the  whole 
political  horizon  with  florms  and  tempefts. 

Your  noble  brother,  therefore,  with  fome 
appearance  of  propriety,  addreffed  himfelf 
for  information  to  the  epifcopal  bench.  And, 
had  the  affair  turned  out  a petition  for  a new 
tranflation  of  the  bible,  for  a revifal  of  the 
articles,  or  alterations  in  the  liturgy,  he 
might  poffibly  have  been  vindicated  in  re- 
ferring the  matter  intirely  to  your  arbitration, 
and  in  abiding  by  your  report. 

But  the  petition  contained  argument,  not 
of  theological  difputation,  but  of  very  dif- 
ferent kind  -3  argument,  in  which  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  fociety  were  very  mate- 
rially concerned. 

It  confidered  the  (late  as  already  having 

effablifhed 
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eftablifhed  the  religion  of  jefits  in  thefe  king- 
doms, arid  as  acknowledging,  by  various 
public  ads,  that  the  fcriptures  of  the  old  and 
new  Tedament  contained  a revelation  of  the 
will  of  God. 

It  fet  forth  the  danger  of  departure  from 
that  revelation,  by  impoling  humanly  de- 
vifed  formularies  of  faith  and  morals  upon 
engliih men,  as  fcripture  faith,  and  as  fcrip- 
ture  morals  ; and  by  confirming  fuch  impo- 
fitiori,  with  the  damp  of  parliamentary  ap- 
probation. 

It  prefented  to  the  view  of  the  legiflature 
an  inconfillency  in  the  laws  of  England,  in 
the  cafe  of  men*  who,  at  their  ordination, 
were  bound  by  the  mod  folemn  declarations* 
through  every  period  of  their  minidry,  to  em- 
ploy each  dudious  hour  in  the  invedigation 
of  the  will  of  God,  and  upon  every  opportu- 
nity faithfully  to  propound  it  to  the  people 
committed  to  their  charge ; yet,  at  the  fame 
time,  bound  to  abide  by  a fy hematic  formu- 
lary of  abflrufe  and  precarious  docdrines, 
confededly  ox  man  s device.  A formulary 
geneially  lubfcnbed  in  early  life,  and,  in 
confequence  oi  the  precifion  of  its  terms, 

2 and 
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and  of  that  high  authority  whereby  it  is 
eftablifhed,  preclufive  of  the  exercife  of  pri- 
vate judgment,  the  aids  of  human  learning, 
the  information  of  maturer  years. 

Laftly,  it  reprefented  the  inexpediency  of 
fuch  impofition,  in  a political  light,  by  point- 
ing out  in  how  great  a variety  of  ways  and 
manners,  it  prevented  the  clergy  from  fulfill- 
ing their  duty,  as  the  public  inftru&ors  of 
the  people. 

The  petition  therefore  was  a reprefentation 
of  the  cafe  of  individuals  of  various  profef- 

fions,  in  a matter  wherein  their  own  con- 

» 

fciences  were  primarily  concerned.  Their 
firft  and  only  application  was  made  to  the 
powers  which  alone  could  grant  them  a 
redrefs  ; and,  fuch  reafons  were  urged,  as 
proved  that  the  hate  could  not  be  preju- 
diced, but  might  be  benefited,  by  acceding 
to  their  requeft. 

But  to  return  from  my  digrefiion.  Ad- 
minifiration  having,  as  I obferved  before,  in 
the  infancy  of  the  afiair,  applied  to  a cer- 
tain great  dignitary  for  information,  received 
for  anfwer*  “ no  occafion  for  any  altera- 
tions or,  in  other  words,  that  the  church, 

with 
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*\vitK  refped  to  dodrine,  to  difcipline,  and 
wor/hip,  was  as  perfed  as  die  could  be. 
An  affertion,  whofe  truth  I fluall  not  at  this 
time  examine  : I /hall  only  obferve,  that,  by 
this  anfwer,  the  judgment  of  the  minider 
was  impofed  upon  and  he  w^as  fo  far  led 
from  tne  real  date  of  the  quedion,  that,  in  a 
conference,  with  which  he  very  politely 
obliged  fome  gentlemen  of  the  affociation, 
he  condantly  aflured  them,  that  the  perfons 
he  generally  converfed  with  upon  the  fubjed, 
were  not  inclined  to  innovations  ! My  lord, 
you  know  full  well,  the  whole  requed  of  the 
petitioners  might  have  been  granted,  with- 
out a Angle  innovation,  in  that  fenfe  of  the 
term  in  which  his  lord/hip  ufed  it ; as  no 
innovation  in  the  government,  the  dodriiie, 
or  the  wordup  of  the  church  was  hinted  at 
in  the  petition,  which  might,  with  propriety, 
have  been  rather  ftiled,  “ A remonftrance  to 
the  civil  powers  in  favour  of  the  religious 
rights  of  all  mankind.”  The  great  dignitary, 
therefore,  ihould  have  had  the  candour  and 
judgment  to  have  dated  the  real  cafe  in  con- 
troverfy  to  adminiftration,  inftead  of  endea- 
vouring to  millead  the  perfons  who  compofed 
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it,  not  only  by  a falfe,  but  an  impertinent 
aflertion. 

But  this  was  not  the  whole  of  epifcopaf 
interference,  I omit  the  mention  of  that 
influence,  which  was  exerted  in  every  diocefe 
of  the  kingdom,  while  the  petition  was  cir- 
culating;, I omit  the  threats  and  intrea- 
ties  of  individuals  on  the  bench.  1 omit 
the  affair  of  intruflon  into  the  clofet  of  the 
king,  and  the  inhuman  advice  therein  fug- 
gefted.  I confine  myfelf  folely  to  the  trans- 
actions of  tuefday  the  fourth  of  February, 
when  a deputation  of  your  order  waited  on 
lord  North.  I do  not  write  as  if  I were 
prefent  at  the  interview,  but  the  meafures 
agreed  upon,  in  confequence  of  that  in- 
terview, were  apparent,  when  adminiflra- 
tion  poured  its  legions  into  the  field  on 
the  enfuing  thurfday  ; the  meafures  were 
apparent,  in  the  plan  of  operations  which  was 
declared  by  lord  North  in  thehoufe  of  com- 
mons ; though,  fortunately  for  the  petition-K 
ers,  it  was  fuddenly  changed  when  the  in- 
temperate Newdigate  broke  the  line  of  battle, 
and  gave  us  an  advantage,  which  I trufl:  we 

hayQ 
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have  both  the  ability  and  the  fpirit  to  im- 
prove. 

The  fadls  of  interference  being  fettled,  my 
next  flep  fhould  be  to  fhew,  that  in  the  cafe 
of  the  diffenters  bill,  as  well  as  the  clerical 
petition,  they  amount  to  a departure  from 
the  proteftant  caufe.  And  this  might  be  done, 
with  great  eafe  and  propriety,  in  a feries  of  let- 
ters to  your  lordfhip’s  brethren,  in  which  the 
writer  might  not  only  infill  upon  the  abfur- 
dity  and  inexpediency  of  attempting  to  reduce 
to  an  heavy  uniformity,  the  naturally  lawlefs 
fentimen ts  of  the  freeborn  mind,  in  matters 
of  religion ; but  might  alfo  evince  the  abfolute 
impoffibility  of  propofing  any  fetof  explana- 
tory articles  whatfoever,  for  general  fubfcrip- 
tion,  in  which  the  majority  of  the  clergy  can 
agree. 

With  refpedt  to  the  motives  which  could 
induce  your  lordfhips  to  be  guilty  of  what 
appears  to  the  world  fo  great  an  inconfiflency, 
they  cannot  be  accounted  for,  without  fup- 
poiing  the  bench,  in  general,  to  be  infedled 
with  the  ruling  manners  of  the  age.  Yet  I will 
readily  acknowledge,  and  it  is  with  pleafure 
I make  the  exception,  that  I do  know,  per- 
il 4 fonally. 
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fonally,  feme  few  of  your  order,  who,  before 
this  controverfy,  appeared  to  me  in  the  light 
of  juft  and  worthy  men,  friends  to  the  focial 
virtues,  friends  to  religion,  learning,  and  to 
true  defert.  As  individuals,  I am  ftill  inclined 
to  refpedt  them ; and,  of  fuch,  I will  ever 
fpeak,  I will  ever  think  with  candour  ; but, 
even  in  their  cafe,  I muft  lament  that  a fpirit 
of  attachment  to  the  interefts  of  a pitiful 
corporation,  fhould  fo  far  blind  their  fight,  as 
to  render  them  adverfe  or  inattentive  to  a 
queftion,  which  fo  materially  concerns  the. 
tiobler  interefts  of  the  community,  the  caufe 
of  univerfal  chriftianity,  -and  their  own  e- 
molument  and  glory,  as  the  conftitucional 
guardians  of  a proteftant  church. 

CORNELIUS:. 


XIX. 


October  17,  1772. 
Dr.  Tucker,  in  the  poftulata,  on  which 
he  founds  his  “Apology  for  the  church  of 
England,”  has  puzzled  me  to  fome  purpofe. 
He  alferts,  that  all  focieties  muft  have  fome 
Common.  “ center  of  union  f ’ and  that  thofe 
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perfons,  who  propofe  themfelves  to  be  can- 
didates for  offices  and  honourable  diftinc- 
tions,  in  any  fociety,  muft  be  fuppofed  to  ap- 
prove of  its  “center  of  union/'  in  the  main. 

“ Center  of  union!”' — What  can  be 
meant  by  a center  of  union  ? — I am  puz- 
zled, beyond  meafure,  by  this  fame  center 
of  union. 

I have  looked  into  the  thirty-nine  arti- 
cles, into  the  athanafian  creed,  but  find  no 
“ center  of  union”  there ; I have  looked  into 
the  canons  of  the  church,  where  I find  many 
hard  names,  and  many  hard  things,  but  no 
“ center  of  union”  there.  After  much  in- 
quiry, I think  I fee  fomething  that  throws 
light  upon  tiie  matter,  in  the  fifth  definition  of 
the  firft  book  of  fir  Ifaac  Newton’s  Principia. 

I will,  therefore,  give  the  definition  it- 
felf,  and  make  fuch  remarks  upon  it  as  feem 
pertinent  to  the  cafe  in  hand. 

Philofophiae  naturalis  principia  mathematica. 
lib.  i.  definitio  v. 

. Vis  centripeta  eft  vis,  qua  corpora  verfus 
punftum  aliquod,  tanquam  ad  “ centrum”, 
undique  trahuntur,  impelluntur,  vel  utcun- 
que  tendunt.  i.  e. 
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The  centripetal  force  is  that  force,  where- 
by bodies  are  from  every  quarter  drawn, 
impelled,  or  do  any  how  tend  to  a point  as 
to  a “ center.” 

It  is  well  known  to  philofophers,  and  to 
fuch  I addrefs  myfelf,  that  the  principle  of 
gravitation,  is  that  principle  which  binds  to- 
gether the  various  bodies  which  compofe  the 
folar  fyftem and  that  the  point,  to  which 
thefe  bodies  tend,  and  in  which,  were  the 
projectile  force  to  be  deftroyed,  they  would 
be  all  united,  is  placed  in  or  near  the  fun. 

The  fun  is,  therefore,  juftly  efteemed  the 
“ center  of  union”  in  the  folar  fyftem. 

Let  us  now  conlider  the  eccleftaftical  fyf- 
tem, i.  e.  the  fyftem  of  the  modern  clergy, 
and  fee  how  far  the  comparifon  will  hold. 

The  court,  is  the  common  te  center  of 
union,”  or  of  gravitation  to  this  fyftem. 

The  vis  centripeta,  or  centripetal  force,  is 
the  power  of  conferring  Dr.  Tucker’s 
“ offices  and  honourable  diftindtions.” 

The  biffiops,  are  the  larger  bodies  in  this 
fyftem  ; fome  at  greater,  fome  at  lefter  dis- 
tances perpetually  revolving  round  their  fun, 
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rejoicing,  as  they  roll,  in  the  heat  and  radi- 
ance of  the  royal  favour. 

The  moons  or  fatellites,  in  this  fyftem,  are 
their  lordShip’s  chaplains  and  dependants. 

The  archbiShops  of  Canterbury  and  York, 
like  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  mightily  influence 
their  inferior  brethren. 

Mercury  reprefents  the  bifhop  of  Peter- 
borough ; Mars,  my  lord  of  Gloucester ; and 

the  heavy,  dull,  phlegmatic  bifhop  of 

is  reprefented  by  the  earth. 

The  comet  of  1680  (let  the  Cambridge 
men  beware  of  it)  is  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  ; 
a few  years  ago  in  its  aphelion,  but  now, 
with  rapidity,  defeending  to  the  fun. 

The  words  f<  undique  trahuntur,”  i.  e. 
(c  are  drawn  from  all  parts,”  imply,  that 
atheifts  and  infidels,  arminians,  jacobites  and 
papiSts,  are  lured  by  Dr.  Tucker’s  “ offices 
and  honourable  distinctions,”  to  enter  into, 
the  church. 

The  word  “ impelluntur,”  i.  e.  “ are 
driven,”  imports,  that  men  are  driven  to  fub- 
feribe  the  thirty-nine  articles  by  their  parents 
or  guardians,  by  their  expectations  of  pre- 
ferment, by  their  apprehenfions  of  Starving, 

&c. 
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&c.  fometimes,  forely  againft  their  will,  and, 
nine  times  in  ten,  in  diredt  oppofition  to  the 
repulfive  power  of  their  confcience. 

And  laidly,  the  words  “ utcunque  ten- 
dunt,”  i.  e.  “ any  way  tend,”  fignify,  that  it 
is  confidered  as  a matter  of  very  little  confe- 
quence,  in  this  univerfal  gravitation  towards 
Dr.  Tucker’s  “ offices  and  honourable  dif- 
tindiions,”  what  meafures  a man  takes  to  get 
his  preferment,  provided  he  fucceeds  at  laid. 

I think  I have  now  difcovered  the  “ center 
of  union,”  which,  according  to  Dr.  Tucker, 
the  fubfcribing  members  of  the  church  of 
England  “ approve  of  in.  the  main.” 

ACADEMICUS. 

4 , 

XX. 

TO  THE  REV.  DR.  TUCKER,  DEAN  OF 
GLOUCESTER. 

October  22,  1772. 

S 1 R, 

Your  character  for  integrity  and  honour, 
I am  told,  is  truly  refpedtable ; the  infor- 
mation gave  me  pleafure,  and  the  circum- 
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ftance  of  your  appealing  to  the  underhand- 
ings  of  your  fellow-citizens,  in  the  contro- 
verly  concerning  fubfcription,  entitles  you 
to  the  refpeCt  of  the  petitioners,  whatever 
may  be  the  completion  of  your  principles. 
Whenever  the  bilhops  lhall,  in  like  manner, 
be  difpofed  to  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  rea- 
fon  and  the  fcripture,  they  will  be  treated 
with  all  that  refpeCt,  to  which  their  ftation 
may  entitle  them. 

But  though  I applaud  the  open  and  undif- 
guifed  manner  of  your  appearing  in  this  coh- 
troverly,  I have  objections  to  your  method 
of  conducting  the  argument;  and  am,  beyond 
meafure,  concerned  on  account  of  the  illibe- 
ral reflections  contained  in  your  poflfcript ; 
thefe  could  only  have  been  inferted,  for  the 
purpofe  of  throwing  an  odium  on  the  per- 
fons  of  the  petitioners,  and  on  their  caufe. 

The  defign  of  my  prefent  letter  is  to  ob- 
ferve  to  you,  that  you  exprefs  yourfelf  ob- 
fcurely,  where  you  mignt  have  exp  relied 
yourfelf  with  perfpicuity;  and  that  you 
make  ufe  of  terms,  without  giving  us  any 
clue  whereby  we  may  arrive  at  their  pre- 
Cife  and  proper  meaning. 


Your 
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Your  argument  will  be  cleared  very  much, 
if,  in  your  next  edition,  you  give  us  a defini- 
tion of  “ the  church  of  England,”  and  ex- 
plain to  us,  whether,  by  thefe  words,  you 
mean  a fociety  merely  clerical,  or  that  mafs 
of  people  who  have,  hy  baptifm,  been  ad- 
mitted into  her  communion. 

If  you  mean  by  “ the  church  of  England,” 
that  mafs  of  people  who  have  been  baptized 
into  her  communion,  I mud  entreat  you  to 
review  the  queftions  propofed  to  the  fpon- 
fors  or  proxies  at  the  time  of  baptifm  ; and 
you  will  then  fee  that  the  thirty-nine  arti- 
cles muff  be  underftood,  to  be  the  declared 
faith  only  of  thofe,  who  have  in  maturer  age 
fubfcribed  them. 

It  is  fir  ft  demanded  of  the  fponfor  in  bap- 
tifm, “ whether  he  or  fhe,  in  the  name  of 
the  child  to  be  baptized,  renounces  the 
devil  and  all  his  works,  together  with  the 
pomps  and  vanities  of  the  world,  and  the 
carnal  defires  of  the  flefti  ? 

An  anfwer  is  returned  by  the  fponfor;  “I 
renounce  them  all.” 

The  apoftles’  creed  is  next  recited. 

Aa 
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An  anfwer  is  returned ; “ all  this  I Head- 
faddy  believe.” 

An  inquiry  follows  ; “ wilt  thou  be  bap- 
tized'in  this  faith  ?” 

The  anfwer  is  given  in  thefe  words  ; “ that 
is  my  delire.” 

At  confirmation,  the  bifhop  folemnly  de- 
mands of  every  catechumen,  whether  he 
renews  his  baptifmal  vow  ? Upon  an  anfwer 
in  the  affirmative,  the  catechumen  is  ad- 
mitted to  the  privilege  of  participating  o.f 
the  lord’s  fupper,  according  to  the  ufage  of 
the  church  of  England,  and  thus  becomes, 
legally  and  conftitutionally,  a member  of 
that  church.  In  this  whole  procefs*  no 
other  articles,  no  other  dodtrine  is  heard  of, 
befides  the  dodtrine  of  the  apolfles’  creed. 

Let  Dr.  Tucker  now  lay  his  hand  upon 
his  heart,  and  afk  himfelf  this  queftion  ; 
are  the  thirty-nine  articles,  the  center  of 
union  to  the  lay  members  of  the  englifh 
church  ? If  you  mean,  by  the  fociety  in  quef- 
tion, the  collective  body  of  bifhops,  priefts, 
and  deacons  of  the  church  of  England,  fay 
fo  in  one  word,  and  we  fhall  know  what 
anfwer  to  afford  you.  I iuppofe  you  meant 

honourably, 
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honourably,  when  you  indited  your  apology, 
and  did  not  intend  to  puzzle  the  question,  in 
order  to  enable  the  biShops  to  Hide  the  in- 
teresting inquiry  into  thofe  rights,  which 
cannot  be  renounced,  without  renouncing  the 
principles  on  which  every  proteftant  esta- 
blishment mull  reft. 

LiELIU  S* 
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TO  THE  RIGHT  REV.  THE  BISHOP  OR 
LONDON. * 

November  3,  1772. 

my  lord,  / 

I am  perfuaded  it  is  the  part  of  charity, 
not  only  to  give  to  each  doubtful  action  the 
moft  favourable  construction,  but  even,  in 
fome  cafes,  to  Struggle  with  appearances ; 
and  with  holy  violence  to  our  own  convic- 
tions, to  force  upon  ourfelves  the  perfuafion, 
that  worth,  that  honour,  that  religion,  con- 
stitute the  motive,  when  the  external  adtion 
is  distinguished  by  every  characteristic  mark 
of  the  meaneft  prostitution. 


[ * Dr.  Richard  Torrid:.  ] 
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I am  perfuaded  alfo,  that  fuch  mode  or 
procedure  is  more  efpecially  becoming  in 
r>ur  reflections  upon  the  conduct  of  thofe 
who  enjoy  fuperior  rank  or  flation.  The 
laws  of  true  politenefs,  which  are  the  law] 
of  decency  and  order,  require  it  ‘ and  it  is  a 
matter  of  the  moft  ferious  confluence  to 
fociety,  that  the  perfons  who  are  poflefled 
of  offices  and  honourable  diftindions,  ffiould 
generally  be  fuppofed  to  excel  their  brethren 
as  much  in  virtue,  as  in  dignity  and  power; 
and  that  their  external  fl  ate  and  grandeur 
fiiould  appear  to  fade  and  languid,  when 
compared  with  the  fuperior  glories  which 
radiate  from  the  mind.  But  mod  of  all, 
it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  preferve  this' 
modefty  and  diffidence  of  deportment,  in  the 
cafe  of  thofe,  whofe  facred  office  in  higher 
meafure  claims  our  veneration,  and  who, 
m fcripture  language,  have  been  decorated 
with  the  appellation  of  “ angels”  in  the 
church  of  God. 

With  fuch  con  via  ions  on  my  mind,  and 
with  a fpmt  not  uncandid,  how  great  muft 
be  your  departure  from  propriety  of  charac- 
Cr ' how  flagrant  your  violations  of  de'- 
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cency  and  Honour,  which  can  induce  me  to 
affert,  that  if  a fettled  defign  were  formed 
to  root  up  chriftianity  from  its  very  founda- 
tions, the  abettors  of  fuch  purpofe  would 
employ  many  of  the  prefent  bilhops,  as 
agents  in  their  work ; and,  would  think, 
that  the  utter  annihilation  of  all  vital  reli- 
gion in  thefe  kingdoms,  would  be  infured 
by  the  elevation  of  a Terrick,  to  the  epif- 

copal  throne  of  London. 

As  nothing  is  more  pleafing  to  the  man, 
whofe  bread:  is  ornamented  with  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  each  nobler  virtue,  than  the 
fight  of  truth,  fo  nothing  is  more  odious  to 
the  degraded  mind;  and,  therefore,  when  I 
reflect  upon  the  Hern  demeanor,  the  intole- 
rant fpirit,  the  vindictive  temper  of  the 
haughty  prelate,  whom  I am  now  addrefhng, 

I fhould  have  every  thing  to  fear,  in  confe- 
quence-of  my  preemption ; but  an  obser- 
vation of  the  inimitable  marquis  of  Becca- 
ria  diffi  pates  my  apprehenfions,  for  he  affures 
' me  that  “ tyrants  never  read.” 

Yet  thofe  who  are  in  bondage  unto  ty- 
rants, may  perufe  thefe  lines ; and,  it  the 

arguments  contained  in  them,  (hall  animate 
° a Angle 
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a Angle  englifhman  to  aflert  >thofe  relio-ious 
rights  and  privileges,  with  which  the  con- 
flitution  of  his  country  hath  invefied  him, 
the  publication  ©f  them  will  have  anfwered 
the  honed  purpofe  of  my  foul. 

In  my  prefent  letter  to  your  lordfhip,  I 
fhall  not  infill  upon  your  indecent  fupport  of 

the  earl  of  •— * , in  his  canvafs  for  an  office 

Of  dignity  at  Cambridge.  I fhall  not  infill: 
upon  the  treachery  of  your  conduct,  during 
the  late  competition  for  the  county  of  EiTex. 
I fhall  not  infill:  upon  the  flagrant  falfhood, 
littered  in  the  face  of  this  great  nation, 
while  the  righteous  caufe  of  the  diflenting 
clergy  was  agitating  in  the  houfe  of  lords. 

I fhall  now  confine  myfelf  to  the  cafe  of 
the  petitioning  clergy,  and  lay  before  the 
^vorld  the  iniquity  of  epifcopal  oppofition  to 
their  plea,  and  the  peculiar  guilt  of  fuch 
oppofition  in  your  lordfhip. 

I fancy,  my  lord,  it  will  be  readily  ac- 
knowledged, that  wherever  emoluments  and 

dignities  are  conferred  by  a fociety  upon  any 
of  its  members,  they  are  conferred  upon 
them  for  fome  certain  end ; and  that  the 
greater  the  elevation,  the  greater  evil  will  be 
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cfreded  to  the  community,  in  cafe  the  per- 
fons,  enjoying  fuch  difiindtions,  are  guilty  of 
a defertion,  or  an  unworthy  proftitution  of 
their  charge. 

With  a view  of  bringing  this  general 
pofition  home  to  the  cafe  in  queftion,  we  will 
ffcate  the  nature  of  your  office,  as  delineated 
by  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  this  country 
and  next  inquire,  whether  your  conduct,  in 
the  inftance  alluded  to,  has  been  regulated 
by  an  attention  to  its  proper  duties  ? 

Your  lordfhips,  I apprehend,  have  a 
double  character  to  fupport.  The  ufeful 
office  of  infpefting  into  the  morals,  and  cano- 
nical deportment,  of  the  clergy  in  your  re- 
fpedtive  diocefes,  is  a truft  confided  to  your 
care.  And  you  alfo  enjoy  feats  in  the  upper 
houfe  of  parliament,  as  conftitutional  guar- 
dians of  our  proteftant  church. 

With  refpedt  to  your  epifcopal  office,  pro- 
perly fo  called,  animadverfion  upon  your 
general  manner  of  difcharging  it,  does  not 
fall  within  the  compafs  of  my  prefen t pur- 
pofe.  I will  confider  only  the  latter  divifion 
of  your  character,  and  endeavour  to  convince 
my  readers,  that,  in  oppofing  the  requeft  of 

the  • 
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the  petitioning  clergy,  you  have  been  guilty 
of  the  bafeft  proftitution  of  your  trufl. 

The  gofpel,  my  lord,  when  treating  of 
thofe  duties  which  it  recommends  to  our  ob- 
fervance,  when  declaring  thofe  fandions  by 
which  it  means  to  fecure  our  obedience,  en- 
courages not  by  any  means  a refped  of  per- 
fons.  Vice  is  there  declared  to  be  the  ob- 
ject of  the  divine  dilplealure  •,  and  moral  vir- 
tue is  reprefented  as  invariably  entitling  the 
polTLftbr  to  the  almighty’s  favour,  whether 
the  charaderiftic  marks  of  each  be  found  in 
the  lowly  peafant  or  the  fceptered  king. 

The  aifembled  powers  of  this  nation,  thofe 
powers,  my  lord,  who  thought  it  good  to 
form  the  penal  code,  for  the  prevention  of 
injury  and  outrage,  by  the  inflation  of  tem- 
poral evil  on  the  bold  invader  of  our  juft  and 
legal  rights,  have  alfo  thought  proper  to  form 
an  eftablilhment,  for  the  provibon  of  a fet  of 
mimfters,  who  fhall  honeftly  and  faithfully 
declare  the  vengeance-  of  heaven,  as  revealed 
in  that  gofpel,  again  ft,  all  unrighteoufnefs  of  , 
men  j thus  ftrengthening  the  obligation  of 
obedience  to  every  wholefome  human  infti- 
tution,  by  the  additional  and  more  trcmen- 
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dons  &nftions,  which  are  contained  in  the 
word  of  God. 

If  therefore,  a fearlefs  unconcern  in  the 
article  of  danger,  if  an  integrity  fuperior  to. 
every  fordid  intereft,  {hoiilo.  animate  the  fpirit 
of  the  perfon,  who,  from  the  feat  of  juftice, 
applies  the  general  fandfion  of  an  human, 
iaw  to  each  particular  tranfgreflion,  the 
fame  magnanimity  of  fentiment  fiiould  be 
apparent  in  the  preacher  of  the  gofpel.  He 
fhouid  lay  down  the  genuine  dodtrines  of 
that  gofpel,  regard lefs  of  thole  unmanly  ap- 
p rehen  Hons  which  may  polfibly  fuggeft  to 
him,  that  in  declaring  the  whole  counfel  of 
God,  he  may  utter  truths  offenfive  to  his 
brethren  . He  fhonld,  with  the  fpirit  of  the 
apohle  difcourfing  before  Felix,  pluck  away 
the  veil  which  hides  the  odious  form  of  vice 
from  the  offender’s  confcience.  Secure  in 
his  own  unblemished  life  and  conversation, 
he  Should  affail  her,  balking  in  the  fmile  of 
kings;  and,  with  honeft  indignation,  ever 
rifmg  with  the  ri.fing  profligacy  of  the  peo- 
ple, fhould  diredt  the  whole  artillery  of  hea- 
ven again  ft  the  portentous  corruptions  of  a 
degenerate,  diftipated  age. 
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But  fuch  fidelity,  fuch  confiancy,  and  fuch 
intrepidity,  are  in  vain  expe&ed  from  de- 
pendent men. 

The  wifdom  of  the  confiitution  hath 
placed  the  interpreters  of  human  laws  above 
the  ordinary  influence  of  hope  or  fear ; hath 
afligned  to  them  an  ample  proviflon  for  the 
fupport  of  that  pomp  and  grandeur,  which 
are  a neceflary  appendage  to  their  ftation  ; 
and,  hath  forbidden  them  to  obey  the  mighty 
monarch  of  the  britifh  empire,  although  his 
fignature  fhould  be  annexed  to  an  injunction, 
which,  in  their  apprehenfion,  would  ob- 
firuCt  the  courfe  of  equal  juflice. 

The  fame  wifdom  is -apparent,  my  lord, 
in  the  great  fundamental  principles  of  our 
eftablifhed  church.  In  the  moil  folemn 
language,  (he  injoins  her  miniflers,  when  the 
commiflions  them  to  preach  the  ordinances 
of  righteoufnefs  to  their  refpe&ive  congrega- 
tions, to  utter  nothing  from  their  pulpit, 
except  what  “ themfelves  £hall  be  perfuaded 
may  be  proved  from  the  word  of  God:” 
and,  convinced  of  the  beneficial  confequences 
attendant  upon  a refolute  avowal  of  reli- 
gious truth;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fenfible 
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of  the  weaknefs  of  our  common  nature,  our 
anceftors  endeavoured  to  fecure  the  honefty 
of  each  inferior  preacher,  by  a provilion  and 
a patronage,  which  renders  him  independent 
of  his  flock ; they  fecured  the  interefts  of 
the  whole  colleftive  body  of  the  clergy, 
againft:  the  more  potent  enmity  of  men  in 
honourable  ftations,  by  the  donation  of  feats 
in  parliament  to  yourfelves. 

Separated  from  the  center  of  power,  in 
confequence  of  their  attendance  upon  their 
refpedive  charges,  the  inferior  clergy  would 
in  vain  remonftrate  againft  the  impoli  tion  of 
thofe  laws,  which  might  reftrain  them  in  the 
exercife  of  their  important  duties,  or  difeou^ 
rage  them  in  the  profecution  of  thofe  ft u dies, 
from  whence  their  powers  of  convincing 
and  perfuading  are  derived.  To  your  lord- 
fliips,  therefore,  under  heaven,  they  muft 
be  underftood  to  commend  their  caufe,  and 
the  caufe  of  that  gofpel,  which  they  are  un- 
der fuch  folemn  obligations  to  deliver  pure 
and  uncorrupted  to  their  people.  As  chrif- 
tians,  they  believe  the  million  of  Jefus  to  be 
divine ; as  opponents  of  the  anti-chridian 
power,  and  thq  foul  corruptions  of  the  church 

of 
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of  Rome,  they  affert,  that  the  fcriptures  of 
the  old  and  new  Tedament  contain  thewhole 
of  chriftian  faith  and  pra&ice ; and,  the  very 
nature  of  their  office,  excludvely  of  their 
righteous  claim  as  protedants,  requires,  that 
they  ffiould  retain,  in  its  unlimited  extent, 
the  right  of  interpreting  thofe  fcriptures  for 
themfelves. 

From  the  hiftory  of  their  religion  they 
know  that  it  was  offenfive,  on  account  of  its 
liberal  fpirit,  to  the  powers  of  this  world, 
at  its  earlieft  inftitution  ; and,  they  have 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  its  genuine  dodtrines 
will,  in  every  fucceeding  age,  be  odious  in 
the  fight  of  thofe  “ who  hate  to  be  reform- 
ed ; and  to  whom,  when  engaged  in  a 
deliberate  purpofe  of  enllaving  their  coun- 
try, popery  mud  be  more  than  a merely  in- 
offenfive  fydem.  But,  in  the  power  and 
dignity  appended  to  your  dations,  they  con- 
fide. Above  all  ordinary  temptations  to  de- 
fert  your  charge,  it  is  fuppofed,  you  will 
ever  maintain  the  effential  rights  of  protef- 
tants  with  becoming  firmnefs  ; nor  yield, 
even  for  a moment,  though  oppreded  by 
numbers  5 but  upon  every  favourable  occa- 
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{Ion  will  unite,  with  heart  and  hand,  in  an 
animated  proteft  in  favour  of  the  evangelical 
privileges  of  the  englifh  church,  although 
the  whole  combined  power  of  the  temporal 
lords  and  commons  fhould  alfail  them,  or 
refufe  to  confent  to  their  refloration,  when 
aix  injurious  ufurpation  of  them  is  evidently 
difclofed. 

Such  is  the  conduit  which  the  eflablifhed 
clergy  of  this  kingdom  have  a juft  right  and 
title  to  expeit  from  the  epifcopal  bench.  If 
they  do  not,  in  general,  declare  this  to  your 
lordfliips,  it  is  becaufe  they  are  either  infect- 
ed with  your  manners,  or  influenced  by  the 
apprehenfions  of  your  vengeance..  The  fen- 
timents  of  your  petitioning  brethren,  you  fee 
in  their  application  to  the  temporal  powers 
in  favour  of  their  violated  rights  : rights, 
which  are  dear  to  them  as  friends  to  fociety, 
and  to  the  lading  intereb  of  the  individuals, 
which  compofe  it ; and  which  ought  to 
have  been  ebeemed  doubly  dear  to  you,  as. 
your  honour,  as  well  as  your  profefiion,  call- 
ed upon  you,  in  iouded  language,  to  fupport 
them. 


CORNELIUS. 
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XXII, 

TQ  THE  REV,  DR.  POWELL. 

November  14,  1772. 

Sir, 

The  fpirit  of  moderation  which  appears 
in  your  Charge*,  entitles  you  to  my  refpedt. 
And  I cannot  help  obferving,  that  evident 
marks  may  be  difcerned  of  a philofophical 
acumen,  even  while  you  are  pleading  in  fup- 
port  of  the  fimplicity  of  our  religion  5 whofe 
genuine  dodtrines,  as  you  juftly  obferve,  have 
too  often  been  adulterated  by  philofophical 
refinements. 

But  although  I do  moll  cordially  embrace 
your  opinion,  with  refpedt  to  the  injury  done 
to  practical  religion  by  metaphyfical  fpecu- 
lations,  yet  I do  not  perceive  how  the  au- 
thor of  the  Appeal,  f or  the  petitioning  cler- 
gy, can  come  within  the  fphere  of  your  re- 
prehenfion. 

No 

* Dr-  Powell’s  “ charge  delivered  to  the  clergy  of 
the  archdeaconry  of  Colchefter  in  June  1772.” 

t “ An  appeal  to  the  ferious  and  candid  profelTors 
©f  chriftianity,”  by  Dr.  Prieftley, 
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No  man  appears  to  me,  more  the  friend 
of  the  unmixed  gofpel  than  Dr.  Prieftley. 
And  it  is  well  known  that  the  petitioners 
object  to  fubfcription,  not  only  on  account 
of  their  perfuafion  that  Chrift  is  the  foie  le- 
giflator  in  his  kingdom,  but  alfo,  becaufe 
the  articles  abound  with  metaphyfical  fub- 
tilties,  the  figments  of  philofophers  3 and  be- 
caufe, in  the  laboured  form  of  their  con- 
ftruilion,  they  are  moft  unhappily  oppofed 
to  the  artlefs  fimplicity  of  the  golpel. 

In  all  the  religious  trads  of  Dr.  Prieflley, 
which  I have  had  the  pleafure  of  perilling, 
he  leems  conliantly  to  aim  at  relloring  to  the 
word  of  God,  that  fupremacy  which  it  fhould 
ever  maintain  above  the  inventions  of  men. 
And  if,  from  the  words  of  the  late  petition 
of  the  clergy,  an  idea  can  be  formed  of  the 
nature  of  its  requeft,  the  gentlemen,  who 
figned  it,  are  certainly  not  among  the  num- 
ber of  thofe,  who  are  calling  upon  their  bre- 
thren to  amend  their  faith.  Neither  can 
they  with  jullice  be  charged  with  a delign 
of  oppofing  thofe  do&rines,  the  truth  of 
which  you  have  fo  ingenioully  defended.  If 
the  Son  of  God,  be  called  God,  in  fcrip- 
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ture,  they  have  Ihewed  themfelves  willing, 
by  the  terms  of  their  petition,  to  admit  the 
truth  of  the  proportion,  in  its  fcriptural 
fenfe.  And  when  it  is  declared,  that  Jefus 
is  the  propitiation  for  our  fins,  they  aflent 
to  the  aflertion,  with  a faith  as  determined 
as  your  own.  But  philofophers  have  at- 
tempted to  improve  upon  the  religion  of  the 
gofpel ; and  evident  marks  of  metaphyfical 
refinement  are  to  be  difcerned  in  the  articles. 
The  petitioners,  therefore,  influenced  by  a 
laudable  defire  of  cutting  off  all  occafion  of 
unedifyingaltercations,  and  proceeding  upon 
principles,  in  every  refpeft,  concording  with 
your  own,  confidently  demand,  and,  (let  the 
ears  of  bifhops  tingle  as  they  read,)  will 
continue  to  demand,  a releafe  from  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  bearing  tefiimony  to  a metaphyfi- 
cal religion  ; to  be  delivered  from  the  un- 
warrantable impofition  of  fubfcription  to  all 
humanly  devifed  formularities  of  faith  and 
doctrine. 

HOSIUS. 
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XXIII. 

TO  THE  RIGHT  REV.  THE  BISHOP  Ot 
* 

LONDON* 

November  24,  1772. 

MY  LORD, 

To  thofe  who  have  not  formed  a juft  con- 
ception, or  are  not  imprefted  with  a proper 
fenfe  of  the  evil  derived  on  fociety,  wheri 
perfons,  elevated  to  offices  and  honourable 
diftindions,  are  guilty  of  a defertion  or  prof- 
titution  of  their  charge,  the  feverity  of  the 
expreffions  contained  in  my  laft  letter,  may 
fuggeft  fufpicions,  that  my  reprehenfion  of 
your  lordlhip’s  avowed  oppofttion  to  the 
caufe  of  the  petitioning  clergy  > cannot  be 
intirely  afcribed  to  a generous  deteftation  of 
your  unworthy  condud. 

My  own  atteftation,  in  favour  of  the  purity 
of  my  intention,  were  my  perfon  known# 
would  be  deferring  of  attention,  in  propor- 
tion to  that  degree  of  eftimation  I am  held 
in  by  my  neighbours.  But  as,  relying  on 
my  printer’s  honour,  I propofe  to  continue,- 

at 
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■at  lead  for  fame  time  longer,  in  my  obfcu- 
rity,  any  declaration  of  integrity,  in  your 

anonymous  correspondent,  would  be  juftly 
difregarded. 

I {hall,  however,  make  it  my  endeavour  to 
convince  my  readers,  and  I hope  it  will  be 
apparent  by  the  conduit  of  my  argument, 
that  I am  really  aduated  by  the  moft  ho- 
nourable motives.  I will  not  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  my  concealed  htuation  to  wound 
your  reputation,  or  the  reputation  of  any  of 
your  brethren,  in  matters  merely  of  a pri* 
vate  nature ; but  if,  in  the  moment  of  con-r 
templating  the  melancholy  confluences  of 
your  crimes,  I may  happen  to  exprefs  my- 
felf  with  a warmth  of  indignation,  which 
may  offend  your  ears,  too  much,  alas  ! ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  fofter  voice  of  adulation  ; 
be  it  your’s  to  reded,  that  refentment  is  a 
virtue,  when  it  owes  its  origin  to  a generous 
ardour  of  affedion  for  the  public  good  ; and, 
that  the  mod  liberal  indulgence  of  it  does 
honour  to  the  patriot,  when  he  pours  it 
forth,  in  ampleft  flood,  upon  the  enemies  of 
his  country,  and  the  violators  of  the  com- 
mon rights  of. men. 
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In  all  the  letters  addrelfed  to  your  lord- 
Chip’s  brethren,  under  the  lignature  of  the 
good  centurion  of  the  fcriptures,  I found  my 
argument  upon  two  uncontroverted  fads. 
Whatever  imputations  are  unconneded  with 
your  public  charader,  have  palled  unnoticed 
by  me.  I mean  not  to  render  you  the  ob- 
jed  of  popular  deteftation,  by  arts,  which 
every  man  of  honour  mult  abhor.  I add  ^ 
myfelf  to  the  number  of  thofe,  who  have  ar- 
raigned your  public  condud.  Vindicate  that 
condud, inyour  proper  perfon.  It  iscertainly 
your  intereft  to  attempt  it ; for,  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  your  filence,  you  will  be  under- 
flood to  own  our  charge.  If,  upon  an  appeal 
to  the  judgment  of  the  public,  the  crime 
imputed  lhall  appear  to  be  of  a nature  unim- 
portant, or  our  accufation  unfupported  by 
the  proper  evidence,  you  will  have  reafon  to 
rejoice  .in  the  feverity  of  our  expreflions. 

The  infamy  with  which  we  endeavour  to 
load  your  charaders,  will  in  that  cafe  juflly 
mark  our  own. 

Your  open  oppolition,  therefore,  to  a tole- 
ration, and  your  avowed  hoflility  to  the  con- 
jflitutional  claim  of  many  of  your  brethren  of 

the 
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the  edablifhment,  petitioning  for  a redora- 
tion  of  their  evangelical  rights  and  privi- 
leges, form  the  foundation  of  my  charge. 

But  before  I proceed,  I mud  be  indulged 
in  a few  words,  upon  the  nature  and  origin 
of  public  trud. 

Society  was  indituted  for  the  purpofe  of 
preventing  the  evil  confequences  arijfing 
from  the  gratification  of  unredrained  pafiion. 
Secure  in  the  pofleffion  of  liberty,  property, 
and  life ; we  owe  to  equal  laws,  formed  in 
confequence  of  the  focial  compact,  the  ad- 
ditional enjoyment  of  thofe  numerous  blef- 
fings,  which  the  God  of  nature  fhowers 
down,  with  unfparing  hand,  as  the  rewards 
of  adtive  indudry,  in  the  various  ranks  and 
orders  which  we  fill. 

But,  in  the  formation  of  equal  laws,  and 
in  their  execution  alfo,  the  affidance  of  in- 
dividuals is  required  j and,  as  the  quantity 
of  power  neceffarily  communicated  to  the 
perfons  intruded,  is  the  accumulated  power 
of  the  many,  greater  evil  will  be  effected  in 
proportion  to  that  drength,  unlefs  the  trud 
be  confcientioufly  difcharged,  and  an  un- 
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wearied  attention  paid  to  its  acknowledged 
end,  by  the  perfons  in  whom  it  is  repofed. 

As,  therefore,  the  fame  temptations,  which, 
in  a hate  of  nature,  induced  each  individual 
to  invade  his  neighbour  s right,  fubdd  in  a 
ftate  of  fociety,  perhaps  in  fuller  meafure, 
on  account  of  the  inflamed  paiTions  of  man- 
kind, and  the  vaft  increafe  of  imaginary- 
wants  i no  power  is  meant  to  be  intruded, 
without  lome  check  to  controul  its  exertion, 
when  inimical  to  the  end,  for  which  it  was 
bellowed. 

For  this  reafon  it  is,  that  the  people  of 
England  allow  to  their  monarch  the  power 
of  proclaiming  war  ; but  referve  to  them- 
felves  the  right  of  judging  concerning  its 
neceflity,  by  the  power  of  withholding  the 
contributions  proper  for  its  fupport. 

And,  on  this  foundation  reds  that  com- 
monly received  maxim  in  our  englifh  laws, 
“ the  king  can  do  no  wrong. 

But,  the  various  powers  of  legidation,  of 
execution,  of  controul,  can  never  be  fo 
fcientifically  combined,  as  always  efre&ually 
to  guard  againd  the  podibility  of  the  abufe 

of  public  truft.  After  all  that  man  can  do, 

much 
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much  mud  be  left  to  the  private  honour, 
the  patriot  principle,  and  religious  fenti- 
ment  of  the  perfon  intruded ; and  the  fecu- 
rity  of  oaths,  fo  frequently  ena&ed,  Ihews, 
that,  in  numerous  indances,  the  trudee  re- 
mains in  effed,  though  not  in  contempla- 
tion of  law,  above  the  power  of  controul. 

But  public  cenfure,  public  hatred,  pub- 
lic detedation,  public  vengeance,  are  judly, 
and  fliould  always  be  liberally  their  portion, 
who  evidently  betray  their  truft ; and  thus 
repay  with  foul  ingratitude  the  confidence 
repofed  in  them  by  their  country.  While 
honour,  of  the  mod  unfullied  kind,  and 
a reputation  dear  to  each  fucceeding  age, 
mveds  with  radiant  glory  thole  upright 
guardians,  who,  in  every  period  of  their 
minidration,  have  evidenced  themfelves  to 
be  faithful  in  the  execution  of  their  charge. 

1 he  hidory  of  public  calamities,  is  little 
more  than  the  hidory  of  public  confidence 
abufed  ; and,  therefore,  I conclude,  that  no 
crime  can  pofiibly  exceed  the  breach  of  pub- 
lie  trud,  in  matters  of  acknowledged  impor- 
tance ; and,  that  infamy  is  the  deferved  por-  ’ 
tion  of  all,  who  are  guilty  of  fuch  crime. 
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In  my  lad  letter,  I delineated  the  character 
of  an  englifh  bifhop;  and,  as  inferences  from 
the  portions  contained  in  that  letter,  and  in 
thofe  to  your  lordfhip’s  brethren  which  pre- 
ceded it,  I after t,  that,  as  every  englifh  pre- 
late is  a conftitutional  guardian  of  the  englifh 
church,  it  is  his  proper  duty,  at  all  times, 
earneftly  to  contend  for  the  proteftant  privi- 
leges of  that  church,  of  which,  one  of  the 
moft  important  is,  unqueftionably,  the  inde- 
pendency of  the  word  of  God. 

That,  by  confenting  to  the  impofition  of 
human  formularies  of  faith  and  dodlrine,  or 
by  not  flrenuoufly  contending  for  an  aboli- 
tion of  fubfcription  to  them,  through  fear  of 
offending  the  temporal  powers,  he  is  guilty 
of  a defertion  of  his  truft. 

That,  if  he  declines  the  exertion  of  his 
legal  ftrength,  where  the  courfe  of  truth  is 
reftrained,  by  the  impofition  of  fubfcription 
to  unwarantable  additions  to  the  gofpel, 
through  the  hopes  of  fecular  favour,  he  is 
guilty  of  a proftitution  of  his  truft. 

And  laftly,  that  if,  with  the  bifhop  of 
E r}  he  would  inftnuate,  that  every  pre- 

late is  the  commiftioned  delegate  of  heaven, 
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fo  as  to  hold  his  epifcopal  office  not  only  by 
human,  but  divine  appointment,  he  then,  in. 
confequence  of  his  debafing  the  word  in- 
truded to  his  care  by  God  himfelf,  or  in  con- 
fequence even  of  confenting  to  its  debafe- 
ment,  is  guilty  of  fuch  horrible  proditution, 
that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  mod  ani- 
mated language  to  defcribe  his  crime. 

If  you  murmur,  that  this  unconditutional 
and  anti-chridian  claim  to  an  authority  in 
controverfies  of  faith,  is  very  innocently  ex- 
ercifed  in  the  englidi  church  j I refer  you 
to  the  declaration  publicly  made  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  on  the  fixth  of  February, 
that  “ many  of  the  thirty-nine  articles  are 
contrary  to  fcripture,  and  Shocking  to  rati- 
onal chridians  f ’ an  adertion,  the  judnefs 
of  which  many  of  your  brethren  have  been 
known  to  acknowledge,  in  times  of  greater 
tranquillity ; and  which,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  controverfy  to  the  prefent  hour, 
not  one  of  them  has  had  the  confidence  to 
deny. 

If  you  maintain,  that  your  trud  is  not  of 
fuch  importance  as  I feem  to  intimate,  you 
are  confenting  to  your  degradation.  But 
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you  know,  my  lord,  full  well ; and  hiftory, 
in  its  dilplay  of  the  innumerable  evils  de- 
rived on  fociety  from  the  perverted  religion 
of  the  people,  bears  witnefs  to  my  aflertion, 
that  the  guardian  (hip  of  the  religion  of  a 
country,  is  a charge,  which,  with  refpeft  to 
its  importance,  is  almoft  on  a level  with  the 
trull  of  regal  power.  Indeed,  I am  forry  to 
obferve  the  public  inattention  to  your  con- 
duct, for  the  general  demeanor  of  yourfelf 
and  brethren  has,  more  than  once,  fuggefted 
to  fome  perfons  of  political  difcernment,  a 
fufpicion,  that  by  the  eftablifliment  of  eccle- 
fiaftical  defpotifm  in  thefe  kingdoms,  you 
mean  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  extin&ion 
of  the  civil  liberties  of  England. 

Your  own  particular  ftation,  my  lord,  as 
bilhop  of  London,  places  you  in  a confpicu- 
ous  point  of  view  ; and  your  powers  of  pro- 
moting or  diflerving  the  caufe  of  truth,  by 
reafon  of  your  influence  over  the  London 
clergy,  and  your  vicinity  to  the  court,  are 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  metropolitan  him- 
felf.  Fortunate  for  fociety,  fortunate  for 
yourfelf,  if  you  employ  them  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  vital  religion  of  the  gofpel.  But 
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this  is  not  your  praife.  Eminently  above 
your  peers,  you  are  edeemed  by  the  dilTen- 
ters,  as  the  advocate  for  intolerance ; and  by 
the  petitioners,  as  the  enemy  of  reformation* 
You  openly  avowed  your  refolution  to  fup- 
port  the  acknowledged  corruptions  of  reli- 
gion, in  the  beginning  of  the  controverfy 
concerning  fubfcriptions ; and,  in  every  pe- 
riod of  that  controverfy,  your  language  and 
your  actions  have  been  invariably  directed 
to  that  point.  But  when  you  declared  your 
joy,  that  not  a tingle  London  clergyman  was 
concerned  in  the  aifociation,  at  the  fame 
time  that  you  gave  your  countenance  to  a 
notorious  falfehood,  you  gloried  in  what 
fhould  have  been  efteemed  your  fhame. 
Highly  fhameful  indeed  it  is  in  the  London 
clergy,  and  in  you  their  head,  mod  flrenu- 
oufly  to  oppofe  the  means  of  further  know- 
ledge of  the  gofpel,  in  that  place,  where 
mod  its  power  is  wanted ; and,  in  the  very 
center  of  didipation,  to  contend  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  fouled  corruption  in  doctrine, 
under  a full  conviction,  that  fuch  corruptions 
are  the  immediate  fource  of  that  infidel  fpirit, 
from  which  the  fouled  practice  flows. 

CORNELIUS. 
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XXIV. 

I 

TO  THE  RT.  HONOURABLE  LORD  NORTH. 

December  22,  1772. 

my  LORD, 

I observe,  from  the  Cambridge  regifler, 
that  your  lordfhip,  upon  the  third  of  July- 
1769,  teftified,  by  the  fubfcription  of  your 
hand,  that  all  and  every  of  the  thirty-nine 
articles  were  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God. 

I hope  it  will  not  be  prefumptuous  in  a 
petitioner  to  requeft  that  your  lordfhip,  when 
the  queftion  of  fubfcription  to  the  thirty- 
nine  articles  fhall  again  become  the  fubjedt 
of  parliamentary  debate,  will  declare  to  the 
houfe,  whether,  by  fuch  a fubfcription,  you 
meant  a declaration  of  unfeigned  affent, 
given  upon  convidtion,.  and  on  the  word  of 
a man  of  honour  and  veracity  ; or  only  iub- 
fcribed  them  as  a mere  form,  which  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  palled  through,  before  you  re- 
ceived your  degree  of  dodtor  of  laws,  from 
the  fepate  of  Cambridge. 
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If  you  fubfcribed  them  as  a man  of  honour, 
convinced  of  their  intire  conformity  to  the 
words  of  holy  writ,  the  nation  will  expedt 
from  you,  a demonstration  of  their  truth. 
Defpotic  lord,  in  things  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral, your  will  is  law  to  this  kingdom ; 
and  it  is  known  that  you  polfefs  the  power 
of  binding  and  looling,  in  a manner  as  abfo- 
lute  as  was  ever  claimed  by  the  hoary  vicar 
at  Rome  : yet,  even  he  was  wont,  in  quef- 
t Lons  of  moment,  to  defcend  to  argument,  and 
previoufly  to  demonftrate  the  truth  of  what- 
ever he  eftabli(hed  by  his  infallible  decree. 

If  occupied  in  matters  of  Rate,  you  fub- 
fcribed them  in  the  year  1769,  merely  as  a 
matter  of  form,  your  lordihip’s  example 
may  be  pleaded  as  an  argument  for  the  abo- 
lition of  fubfeription,  in  every  indance  what- 
foever.  The  phyfician,  the  lawyer,  and  the 
mufician,  may  declare  that  they  alfo  are  too 
much  occupied  in  their  refpeeftive  profeffions, 
to  examine  into  the  congruity  of  the  faid 
articles  with  feripture;  and  feme  of  the  moft 
learned  of  the  clergy  have  repeatedly  declared, 
that  in  very  many  inftances  they  are  drawn 
up  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  word  of  God. 

An 
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An  inference  follows,  of  an  important 
kind  ; as  a man  of  honour  you  muft  employ 
your  power  in  abolifhing  all  fubfcription. 
For  a form  of  aflent,  either  given  without  a 
meaning,  or  with  a meaning,  contrary  to 
the  plain  intention  of  law,  muft  tend  to  the 
deftrudtion  of  good  faith,  and  open  a door  to 
fuch  prevarication  and  deceit,  as  even  the 
fultan  of  T urkey  would,  if  poftible,  banifti 
from  his  people. 

N ASIC  A. 
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February  27,  1773. 

The  circumftances'  of  the  prefent  times, 
depraved  beyond  the  example  of  all  former 
ages,  will,  I truft,  plead  my  excufe  for  re- 
commending to  the  perufal  of  our  englifti 
clergy,  an  extract  from  an  admirable  little 
pamphlet,  printed  in  1758*  anc^  entitled 
“ Friendly  admonitions  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Great  Britain,  &c.  by  Britannicus  in 
which,  the  faid  clergy  are  addrefted  in  the 
following  terms. 
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“ I cannot  help  obferving,  gentlemen,  that 
a great  part  of  the  ir  religion  and  infidelity  of 
the  age  we  live  in,  is  chargeable  upon  you. 
I heartily  wilh,  for  the  honour  of  your 
order,  that  I was  fmgular  in  this  opinion ; 
but,  as  I am  far  from  being  fo,  it  cannot,  at 
leaft  it  ought  not,  to  be  deemed  an  unfriendly 
office,  to  lay  before  you  fome  of  the  reafons 
which  fupport  this  opinion,  that  if  you  are 
unjuftly  blamed,  you  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  vindicating  yourfelves.  In  the  firft 
place  then,  your  folemnly  fubfcribing  arti- 
cles, which  it  is  notorious  you  do  not  be- 
lieve, and  your  declaring  publicly,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  great  fearcher  of  hearts,  your 
unfeigned  affent  and  confent  to  forms  in  di- 
vine worfhip,  which  it  is  well  known  you 
difapprove  of,  is  one  of  the  principal  caufes 
of  infidelity  and  fcepticifm.  The  articles 
of  religion,  to  which  you  folemnly  fubfcribe, 
are  calviniftic.  Now,  I prefume  it  will  not 
be  denied,  that  the  generality  of  you  have 
embraced  the  Unitarian  and  arminian  fchemes. 
What  then  muft  every  fober  inquirer  think 
of  perfons  in  the  Unitarian  fcheme,  when 
they  Hand  before  God,  and  call  upon  him  to 
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witnefs  to  their  fincerity,  when  they  fub- 
fcribe  articles  which  ftrongly  affert,  that, 
“ there  is  but  one  living  and  true  God;  that, 
in  the  unity  of  the  godhead,  there  be  three 
perfons  of  one  fubftance,  power,  and  eternity, 
the  father,  fon,  and  holy  ghoft;  that,  the  fon 
is  the  very  and  eternal  God,  of  one  fubftance 
with  the  father  ; and  that,  the  creed  of  St. 
Athanahus  ought  thoroughly  to  be  received 
and  believed,  for  it  may  be  proved  by  molt 
certain  warrant  of  holy  fcripture  ?”  mull  he 
not  look  upon  them  as  vile  diffemblers,  as 
grofs  hypocrites,  as  guilty  of  the  mod: 
ihameful  prevarication  ? With  what  face, 
with  what  profped  of  fuccefs,  can  fuch 
clergymen  preach  up  the  great  do&rines  of 
iincerity  and  fimplicity  of  heart,  which  are 
fo  ftrongly  recommended  and  enforced  by 
the  great  captain  of  our  falvation  ? Inftead 
of  being  patterns  of  uncorrupted  faith  and 
integrity,  are  they  not  public  examples  of 
Infincerity  ? Do  not  fuch  perfons  deferve 
the  contempt  and  indignation  of  fociety  ? 
And  mud:  they  not  be  confidered  as  a bur- 
then, a heavy  and  ufelefs  burthen,  upon  the 
nation  ? Is  it  poflible  to  believe  them  in 
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earned,  when  they  recommend  chridianity, 
and  fet  forth  the  dangers  of  unbelief  and 
hypocrify  ? Or,  is  it  at  all  furprifmg,  that 
the  profedion  of  chriftianity  fhould  be  looked 
upon,  by  many,  as  mere  artifice  and  pre- 
tence ? 

“ There  are,  I am  very  fenfible,  many 
jefuitical  fhifts  and  quibbles,  many  forced 
explications,  by  which  clergymen  endea- 
vour to  palliate  their  conduit,  in  regard  to 
fubfcriptions ; but  they  are  all  fuch  as  have 
a dired  tendency  to  defeat  the  ufe  of  lan- 
guage among  men,  and  fuch  as  any  man, 
who  has  a regard  to  his  honour  and  reputa- 
tion, would  be  afhamed  to  make  ufe  of,  in  the 
tranfadions  of  commercial  or  civil  life ; or 
if  he  did,  would  confign  himfelf  over  to  in- 
famy and  reproach. 

“ I would  afk  you,  gentlemen  ; I would 
particularly  afk  the  governors  of  our  church, 
in  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and  ferioufnefs, 
whether  impofing  on  minifters,  fubfcriptions 
to  explanatory  articles  of  faith,  has  ever  been 
of  any  real  fervice  to  chridianity,  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  truth  and  fincerity ; or  whether  it 
has  not  been  a fruitful  fource  of  contention 
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and  animolity  ; of  blind  zeal,  uncharitable- 
nefs,  and  party  Spirit;  a principal  obftrudion 
to  peace  and  unity  ; a fnare  to  conscience* 
an  occalion  of  infincerity  and  equivocation  ; 
a juft  caufs  to  papifts  of  reproaching  protef- 
tant  churches  with  inconfiftent  and  contra- 
didory  opinions  and  practices  ? I would  alk, 
whether  it  has  ever  proved,  or  whether  it  is 
poftible,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  Ihould 
prove  the  leaft  guard  againft  error,  or  the 
leaft  Security  to  truth  ? Once  more,  I would 
alk,  gentlemen,  whether  your  fubfcribing 
articles,  which,  it  is  certain,  many  of  the 
wifeft  and  bell:  of  you  do  not  believe,  mull 
not  necelfarily  and  unavoidably  create  Strong 
prejudices  againft  you,  and  prevent  your 
ufefulnefs  ? It  certainly  muft ; and  is,  un- 
doubtedly, one  principal  reafon  of  that  con- 
tempt, under  which  your  order  has  fo  juftly 
fallen,  and  under  which  it  muft  eternally  re- 
main, if  the  Humbling- block  is  not  removed, 
and  greater  evidence  given,  that  you  really 
are  what  you  profefs  to  be.” 

So  far  my  author ; and  to  his  dodrine  I 

readily  lub fcribe, 

L.’ELIUS. 

XXVI.  Au- 
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August  31,  1773. 

In  the  prefent  controverfy  concerning 
fubfcription,  it  is  ftrongly  infilled  upon,  by 
the  adverfaries  to  the  reafonable  claim  of 
the  clerical  remonftrants,  that  the  granting 
of  their  prayer  would  be  attended  with  an 
utter  fubverhon  of  our  ecclefiaftical  confti- 
tution.  Now,  if  the  ecclefiaftical  confti- 
tution  be,  in  any  meafure,  connected  with 
our  civil  conftitution,  this  is  an  after tion, 
the  truth  of  which,  I can  by  no  means  ad- 
mit. On  the  contrary,  I maintain,  that 
the  requifttion  of  this  fubfcription,  exclu- 
sively of  its  contrariety  to  the  genius  of  a 
proteftant  community,  is  an  ufurpation  in 
the  ftridteft  fenfe,  as  well  as  a violation  of 
thofe  rights,  which  ought  ever  to  be  e- 
fteemed  moft  dear,  bv  a free  and  enlightened 
people. 

It  is  generally  acknowledged  by  our  law- 
yers and  antiquaries,  that  the  firft  advow-* 
fons,  in  this  country,  were  purely  donative. 
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I.  c.  required  not  the  aid  of  epifcopal  infli- 

tution  to  form  an  indefefible  title  in  the 

\ 

incumbent.  It  frequently  indeed  happened, 
that  the  perfon,  who  was  the  objedt  of  the 
donation,  was  a layman  j and,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  he  was  previoufly  prefented  to  the 
bifhop  for  ordination.  But,  when  he  was 
already  in  orders,  the  living  was  ufually 
veiled  in  him,  by  the  foie  donation  of  the 
patron. 

In  procefs  of  time,  the  pope  and  his 
biihops  claimed  and  exercifed  the  right  of 
institution,  when  the  perfon  prefented  was 
already  a clerk  ; and,  although  they  could 
not  gain  to  themfelves  the  power  of  colla- 
tion, in  every  inftance,  yet  they  fucceeded 
too  well,  in  making  inflitution  generally  ne- 
ceifary  ; and  thus,  in  part,  effected  their 
purpofe  of  eftablifhing,  in  their  own  order, 
a concurrent  title  to  every  fpecies  of  Spiri- 
tual inveftiture. 

The  refulting  power  of  rejecting  a perlon 
canonically  ordained,  after  the  patron  had 
nominated  him  to  fill  the  vacant  benefice, 
could  Scarcely  be  exercifed  without  the 
m0 ft  manifeSt  injury  to  the  patron,  efpeci- 

ally 
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ally  at  the  commencement  of  this  pradice. 
The  lord  of  a manor  builds  a church  for 
the  accommodation  of  his  tenants,  and  his 
own  immediate  dependants  ; he  endowes  it 
with  glebe  and  tythes,  and  has,  therefore,  a 
common  right  of  nominating  a perfon  to 
officiate  in  that  church,  provided  he  be 
taken  from  that  number  of  men  who  already 
ai e canonically  ordained.  From  a principle 
of  common  right,  he  might,  indeed,  de- 
mand more ; but  I will  not  found  my  argu- 
ment upon  other  than  mdifputable  grounds. 

The  right  of  donation,  thus  qualified, 
was,  indifputably,  the  right  of  the  lay  pa- 
trons in  almofi:  all  the  manors  or  parifhes 
in  England.  And  whatever  laws  and  regu- 
lations the  ecclefiaftics  may  exad,  relative 
to  the  terms  of  admifiion  into  their  own 
body,  yet,  if  it  was  formerly  the  cufiom  of 
this  country  for  the  patron  to  nominate  to 
the  living,  and  for  the  nominee  to  enter 
upon  the  pofieffion,  without  having  recourfe 
to  the  bilhop  for  prefentation  or  induction, 
the  requifition  of  the  forms  of  infiitution  is 
an  innovation  ; and,  although  it  now  has 

the  fandion  of  law,  yet,  it  is  to  be  referred 
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to  thofe  incroachments  of  the  clerical  cor- 
poration, upon  the  rights  of  the  people, 
from  which  all  the  miferies  of  former  times 
diredtly  flowed,  and  to  which  we  are,  in  a 
great  meafure,  to  impute  the  infidelity,  and 
profligacy  of  the  prefen t age. 

The  requifltion  of  fubfcription  to  the 
thirty-nine  articles,  i.  e.  to  a precarious  ex- 
planation of  fcripture,  drawn  up  by  the 
clerical  community,  » in  the  formation  of 
which  their  own  aggrandifement  would  na- 
turally be  a great  objedi:,  is  one  of  thofe 
forms  required  in  fpiritual  mveflitiire,  which 
makes  the  claim  to  it  a grievance  to  the 
people,  inafmuch  as  it  is  a further  limi- 
tation of  the  patron’s  undoubted  right  to 
nominate  any  perfon,  canonically  ordained, 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  vacant  benefice  : 
and,  therefore,  if  we  were  even  to  allow, 
that  the  clerical  community  had  a right  to 
infifl:  upon  fubfcription  to  the  articles  be- 
fore admiflion  into  their  order,  yet,  the  iub- 
fequent  requifltion  of  it  is  unqueflionably 
an  ufurpation,  however  warranted  by  law  ; 
and  fo,  without  doubt,  it  would  be  efleein- 
ed  in  the  epifcopal  churches  of  North 

America, 
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America,  where  fubfcription  is  not  reiter- 
ated upon  admifiion  to  a benefice,  as  it  al- 
ways is  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic. 

But,  the  clergy  have  not  a right  to  make 
fubfcription  a requifite  to  admifiion  into 
their  own  order  j nor  can  parliament  veil; 
them  with  this  power,  without  con  Tenting 
to  the  incroachment,  and  doing;  a real  in- 
jury  to  the  patron  of  the  church. 

It  is  undoubtedly  right,  that  the  perfon 
ordained,  fhould  be  properly  qualified  for 
the  difcharge  of  his  important  duties.  But 
any  other  reftridion,  or  mode  of  inquiry, 
which  has  not  fuch  qualification  for  its 
objed,  is  a real  injury  to  the  patron  of  the 
benefice,  as,  without  due  reafon,  it  circum- 
fcribes  him  in  his  choice. 

Let  the  bifiiop  then  retain  the  power  of 
inquiring  into  the  literary  and  moral  quali- 
fications of  the  perfon  applying  for  ordina- 
tion ; let  him  have  the  power  of  rejeding 
the  candidate,  if  found  deficient  in  either, 
as  at  prefent.  Let  the  ftate  interpofe,  and, 
previoufiy  to  indudion  of  a benefice,  let 
the  perfon  prefented  give  evidence,  of  his 
loyalty,  and  of  his  abhorrence  of  the  im- 
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pofmg  fpirit  of  the  romifh  church  ; but,  as 
a-  declaration  of  alfent  to  any  human  inter- 
pretation of  fcripture  whatever,  cannot  pof- 
fibly  be  a proof  of  the  afpirant’s  knowledge, 
or  integrity,  the  requifition  of  it  ought  to 
be  oppofed  by  the  laity  of  England,  as  an 
infringement  of  the  facred  rights  of  con- 
fcience,  and  a limitation  of  the  patron  s 
power  of  nominating  a lit  and  worthy  per- 
fon  to  officiate  in  that  church,  which  his 
anceftors  founded,  and  out  of  theii  private 
patrimony  endowed. 

POLYBIUS. 


XXVII. 

TO  THE  RIGHT  REV.  THE  EISHOP  OF 

PETERBOROUGH. 

December  9,  1773. 

MY  LORD, 

As  you  are,  confehedly,  one  of  tne  mod 
vehement  oppofers  both  of  tne  dillenting 

and  the  clerical  petitioners,  in  then  attempt 

to 
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to  remove  the  unworthy  yoke  of  fubfcrip- 
tion  to  human  formularies  of  faith  and  doc- 
trine, from  the  necks  of  englifh  proteftants  j 
and,  as  it  is,  in  general,  imagined,  that  your 
oppofltion  proceeds,  in  a great  meafure, 
from  your  want  of  information  with  refpedi: 
to  the  proper  grounds  and  reafons  of  their 
claim ; permit  me  to  attempt  to  fet  you 
right  in  one  particular,  of  no  fmall  impor- 
tance, in  the  prefent  controverfy.  If  your 
lordfhip  fhall,  by  your  fubfequent  conduct, 
convince  me  that  my  words  have  had  fome 
influence  upon  your  judgment,  I will  pro- 
ceed to  other  matter,  until,  of  a warm  op- 
ponent of  the  much  injured  remonftrants, 
I Hi  all  have  converted  you  into  a patron' of 
religious  liberty,  and  a friend  to  chriftian 
charity  and  peace 

Your  lordfhip,  it  feems,  has  adopted  an 
opinion,  that  thofe  perfons  who  deny  the 
do&rine  of  the  trinity,  and  the  dodtrine 
of  the  atonement,  as  explained  by  the 
divines  of  the  church  of  England,  can- 
not, with  propriety,  be  termed  “ chrif- 
tians;”  and,  therefore,  you  maintain,  that  a 
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clergyman’s  acknowledgment  of  the  divine 
authority  of  the  fcriptures,  is  an  infufficient 
teft  of  orthodoxy ; and  that  no  perfon 
fhould  be  admitted  into  the  church,  who 
will  not  publicly  teftify  his  firm  perfuafion 
of  the  propriety  of  our  church’s  explanations, 
upon  points  efteemed,  by  your  lordfhip,  to  be 
fundamental  in  religion.  Strange  delufion  ! 
Is  it  not  fufficient  for  the  candidate  to  de- 
clare that,  to  the  bed  of  his  underftanding, 
he  thinks  with  Jefus,  upon  the  perfon  of 
Jefus  ? and,  that  he  acknowledges  him  to 
be  the  faviour  and  redeemer  of  mankind,  in 
the  full  fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  fcriptures  ? 
Your  lordfhip  furely  fhould  acknowledge 
thofe  pQrfons  to  be  chriftians,  whom  St. 
Paul  acknow ledges  to  be  of  the  number  of 
the  faved ; and  without  imitating  a late  de- 
claimer  in  St.  Mary’s  church,  who  told  his 
audience  that  “ in  the  bowels”  of  the  text 
I am  going  to  tranfcribe  for  your  perufal, 
he  had  found  the  trinitarian  fyftem,  your 
lordfhip  fhould  reft  fatisfied  with  the  plain 
and  fimple  declaration  it  contains. 

If  your  lordfhip  will  pleafe  to  turn  to 

the  tenth  chapter  of  St.  Paul’s  epiftle  to  the 
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Romans,  and  the  ninth  verfe,  you  there  will 
find,  that  “ if  thou  fhalt  confefs  with  thy 
mouth  the  lord  Jefus,  and  fhalt  believe  in 
thy  heart,  that  God  hath  raifed  him  from 
the  dead,  thou  fhalt  be  faved.  For  with  the 
heart,  man  believeth  unto  righteoufnefs ; 
and  with  the  mouth,  confeffion  is  made  unto 
falvation.”  If  your  lordfhip  fhall  afk,  what 
is  to  be  underflood  by  this  confeffion  ; I re- 
ply, in  the  words  of  the  eunuch  unto  Philip, 
words  which  entitled  him  to  immediate  bap- 
tifm,  and  confequently  to  the  name  of  chrif- 
tian,  I believe  Jefus  to  be  the  fonof  God.” 
If  you  further  afk,  what  I mean  by  the  ex- 
preffion,  “ fon  of  God;”  I anfwer,  that  I 
mean  by  it,  the  fame  which  fcripture 
meaneth ; and  your  lordfhip  cannot,  with 
decency,  be  fuppofed  to  mean  more.  If  my 
interpretation  of  this  exprefficn,  collected 
from  comparing  fcripture  with  fcripture, 
fhould  differ  from  your  lordfhip’s,  I never- 
thelefs  have  an  indifputable  right  to  the  ap- 
pellation of  a chriflian,  while  I profefs  that 
I believe  this  article  of  religion,  in  that  fenfe, 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  agreeable  to  fcrip- 
ture. If  your  lordfhip  fhall  deny  that  I am 
L 4 a chrif- 
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a chriftian,  unlefs  I fubfcribe  to  your  lord- 
blip’s,  or  the  church’s  explanation  of  the 
words  in  queftion  ; I challenge  you  to  fhew 
me  the  difference,  between  your  lordfhip’s 
claim  to  authority  in  controverfies  of  faith, 
and  the  extravagant  pretenfions  of  the  romifh 
church  to  abfolute  dominion  over  the  reafon 
and  the  confciences  of  men. 

Withrefpedt  to  thefecond  article,  efteemed 
by  your  lordfhip  to  be  fundamental  in  reli- 
gion, viz.  the  dodtrine  of  the  atonement,  as 
explained  in  the  articles  of  our  church ; I 
fhall  obferve,  that,  profefimg  a belief  in 
fcripture,  and  fubfcribing  to  its  authority,  I 
confefs  alfo  with  St.  Paul,  in  the  third  verfe 
of  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  his  firft  epiflle  to 
the  Corinthians,  “ that  Chrift  died  for  our 
fins  according  to  the  fcriptures.”  If  you 
afh  in  what  manner  his  death  availed  us,  i.  e. 
in  what  fenfe  I underftand  thefe  words ; I 
anfwer,  in  their  fcripture  fenfe ; and,  the 
fenfe  of  fcripture,  I faithfully  labour  to  ex- 
plore to  the  belt  of  my  capacity  and  power. 
If  your  lordfhip  fhould  require  more  than 
this  confeffion,  and  fhould  infill,  before  you 
will  acknowledge  me  to  be  a chriflian,  upon 
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a fubfcribed  testimony  to  your  opinion,  or 
the  opinion  of  the  church,  Imuft  fay,  that 
whatever  your  lordlhip  may  affedt,  you  are 
a papid  in  your  heart ; and  that  your  de- 
fign  of  domination  over  confcience,  is  as 
evident,  as  if  you  had  expreffed  yourfelf,  in 
the  molt  authoritative  language  of  him, 
whofe  feat  is  on  the  feven  hills. 

To  redore  the  fcriptures  to  their  due  fu- 
premacy,  above  the  precarious  comments 
. and  doubtful  interpretations  of  fallible  men, 
is  the  end  and  aim  of  the  aflociation,  which 
vilibly  gives  you  fo  much  difquiet.  If  your 
lordfhip  hath  formed  any  fydem  of  faith 
and  dodtrine  refpedting  the  trinity,  and  the 
atonement,  which  you  think  to  be  the  doc- 
trine of  fc rip t ure ; the  petitioners  have  no 
defire  to  didurb  your  peace,  or  the  peace  of 
the  church,  with  endlefs  controverfies  upon 
the  fubjedt.  They  are  difpofed  to  permit  to 
you,  and  to  every  other  chridian,  the  free 
and  unmoleded  enjoyment  of  your  opinions, 
with  refpedt  to  the  real  import  of  any  ex- 
preffion,  in  the  facred  writings.  They  re- 
mondrate,  and,  my  lord,  although  the  oppo- 
fition  of  your  brethren  diould  be  feven- fold 
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Increafed,  they  will  continue  to  remonftrate, 
againft  the  requifition  of  fubfcription  to  hu- 
man interpretations  of  fcripture  in  a protef- 
tant  church.  And  if,  by  the  wifdom  of 
the  legiilature,  they  (hall  be  releafed  from 
the  neceffity  of  declaring  their  faith  in  the 
words  of  a Cranmer,  a Ridley,  or  a Parker, 
they  will  then  have  obtained  the  ultimatum 
of  their  defires  j and,  will  leave  to  your 
Iordfhip,  and  every  other  chriftian,  unli- 
mited and  unreflrained,  the  fame  power  of 
interpreting  fcripture,  which,  as  members 
of  a church  that  calls  itfelf  proteftant,  they 
claim  themfelves. 

HOSIUS. 


XXVIII. 

TO  THE  ARCHBISHOPS  AND  BISHOPS  OF 
THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND, 

D ECEMBER  9,  1773- 

MY  LORDS, 

Without  any  preamble,  I propofe  the 
following  queries  to  your  confideration. 

1 . Is  it  not  a natural  inference  from  the 
terms,  in  which  fubfcription  to  the  thirty- 
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nine  articles  is  required,  that  the  candidate 
lhould,  in  his  heart,  be  perfuaded  that  all 
and  every  of  the  faid  articles  are  agreeable  to 
the  word  of  God  ? 

2.  Is  it  poffible,  that  the  expreffion  of fuch 
perfuafion  can  be  hncere,  unlefs  the  fub- 
fcription  be  preceded  by  a careful  compan- 
ion of  the  doftrine  of  the  articles,  with  the 

\ 

truths  contained  in  holy  writ  ? 

3.  For  inftance,  is  it  not  afferted  in  the 
athanafian  creed,  (to  the  truth  of  which 
every  candidate  for  orders  mud  fubfcribe,) 
that  all  who  admit  not  the  trinitarian 
fcheme,  as  there  delineated,  fhall,  “ with- 
out a doubt,  perifh  everlaftingly  ?” 

4.  Is  it,  therefore,  decent,  that  an  article 
of  fuch  importance,  lhould  be  fubfcribed 
without  any  previous  acquaintance  with  the 
word  of  God  ? 

5*  Is  it  not  the  indifpenfable  duty  of 
your  lordfhips,  whom  the  law  hath  com- 
miffioned  to  take  the  fubfcription  of  the 
clergy,  to  inquire,  with  the  mofc  confcien- 
tious  flridtnefs,  whether  the  perfons  who 
apply  to  you  for  ordination,  have  made  the 
moft  material  points  of  doflrine  contained 

in 
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in  thefe  articles,  the  fubjed  of  their  ftn- 
dious  attention  ? 

6.  Is  there  a fingle  ledure  read  upon  the 
articles,  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge  ? 

7.  Are  not  ledures  alfo  upon  the  word 
of  God,  negleded  by  many  of  the  tutors, 
and  difcouraged  by  the  heads  of  houfes  in 
Cambridge,  upon  the  idea,  that  the  ftudy  of 
the  fcriptures,  at  this  time,  would  be  par- 
ticularly dangerous  to  the  church  ? 

8.  Is  it  not  a fad,  that  to  the  machi- 
nations of  a junto  of  your  order,  Mr.  Croft 
owes  his  feat  as  member  for  the  univeriity  ? 

9.  And,  would  not  an  equal  exertion  of 
your  intereft  have  affeded  the  eftablifhment 
of  ledures  upon  the  word  of  God,  in  every 
college  in  Cambridge  ? 

A LOLLARD. 


XXIX. 

December  18,  1773. 

S 1 R, 

It  has  often  been  afferted,  and  very  ably 
proved,  that  myfteries  are  the  bane  of  true 
religion;  that  they  teach  us  to  idolize  our 

own 
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own  vain  imaginations  and,  induce  us  to 
negleft  all  attention  to  thofe  important 
points  of  revelation,  from  which  each  fub- 
ftantial  duty  flows.  The  following  lines, 
which  exhibit  the  fentiments  of  a very  ho- 
nefl:  layman,  on  this  fubjea,  paint  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  our  exerting  ourfelves  in  the  caufe 
of  religious  liberty,  in  fuch  ftrong  colours, 
that  I cannot  help  tranfcribing  them  for 
your  reader’s  ufe,  earneftly  wifhing  that  the 
right  reverend  bifhops  may  receive  improve- 
ment from  the  perufal. 

MARMONTEL. 

“ Whatever  is  above  the  reach  of  hu- 
man underflanding,  the  human  mind  is  not 
concerned  to  know : whatever  is  contrary 
to  reafon,  a rational  creature  cannot  believe. 
What  good  ufe  myfteries  in  religion  can  be 
turned  to,  my  creator  has  not  given  me  power 
to  comprehend  : the  ill  ufes  that  every  chrif- 
tian  country  has,  in  its  turn,  experienced 
from  them,  written  as  they  are  in  charac- 
ters of  blood,  cruelty,  rapine,  and  oppref- 
fion,  he  who  runs  may  read.  To  ambitious 
crafty  churchmen,  they  have  ever  been  of 
Angular  ufe  ; the  fame  as  his  fleel  is  to  a 

butcher. 


( J58  ) 

butcher,  or  his  military  colledors  to  the 
hero  of  Germany  : but,  fo  far  as  the  falva- 
tion  of  man  is  affeded  by  them,  they  are, 
and  mud;  be,  impediments.  They  conftantly 
divert  mens’  attention  from  the  weighty 
matters  of  the  law  ; and,  zealous  advocates 
for  them  have  always  preferred  them  to  it. 

“There  are,  I doubt  not,  a million  of  peo- 
ple, in  this  ifland,  capable  of  thinking  juftly 
on  this  fubjed.  I would  remind  them,  how 
favourable  the  prefent  opportunity  is  to  exert 
the  power,  and  aflert  the  right  of  doing  fo. 
If  they  fet  about  it  in  earned:,  the  conflitu- 
tion  of  our  national  church,  may  be  made 
as  rational,  as  the  conflitution  of  our  civil 
government. 

“ Men  of  weight  and  adequate  abilities 
have  already  taken  the  lead : our  part  is 
only  to  give  the  countenance  of  numbers. 
A general  eledion  is  near  at  hand.  In  the 
mean  time,  let  us  make  ready  to  affert  our 
religious,  as  well  as  civil  right ; and  be  care- 
ful not  one  moment  to  forget,  that  religious 
and  civil  liberty  generally  go  hand  in 
hand.” 
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EVERY  MAN  HIS  OWN  PRIEST, 


I. 


March  14,  1772, 
The  moft  important  of  thofe  ohje&S 
which  demand  our  care  and  forefight,  are* 
ilnqueftionabtyj  the  profperity  of  our  tempo- 
ral concerns,  the  health  of  our  bodies,  and 
the  falvation  of  our  fouls.  Let  us  inquire 
a little  into  the  ufual  methods  of  preferring 
and  fecuri'ng  each.  Some  hints  may  be  fug- 
gefted,  in  fuch  an  inquiry,  which,  properly 
improved,  -may  conduce  to  the  confolation  of 
human  life-. 

With  refpeft  to  our  worldly  eftate,  with- 
out controVerfy,  the  multiplicity  of  laws 
alifing  from  the  almofi  infinite  variety  of 
01  cum  fiances  lii  which  we  may  be  placed, 
mufi  frequently  compel  us*  who  enjoy  the 
fweets  of  liberty  fecured  by  law,  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  thofe  who  have  employed  their 
earliefi  years  in  the  ftudy,  and  their  more 
advanced  age  in  the 'practice,  of  that  fyfiem 
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of  jurifprudence,  which,  defines  to  each  their 
right,  and  fecures  to  us  the  undifturbed  en- 
joyment of  it. 

The  cafe  is  much  the  fame  with  refpect 
to  bodily  health.  The  frame  of  man  is  liable 
to  innumerable  cafualties  and  frailties,  which 
require  the  healing  hand.  Imagination  can- 
not furmfh  a more  lamentable  fpedtacle  of 
woe,  than  what  would  difclofe  itfelf  in 
the  almoft  deferted  village,  as  well  as  too 
populous  town,  were  the  practice  of  the 
phyfician  to  be  fufpended,  even  for  a Tingle 
day,  by  an  arbitrary  adt  of  date. 

But,  when  the  knowledge  of  our  great 
creator,  and  our  duty  to  him  is  rendered 
imperceptible,  through  the  pi  evading  influ- 
ence of  worldly  cares;  when  every  virtue, 
both  focial  and  divine,  is  eiadicated  from  the 
bread  ; when  dorms  of  padion  defolate  the 
foul,  we  want  that  proper  fenfe  of  our  cala- 
mity which  fhould  induce  us  to  apply  foi 
fuccour ; and,  our  fpiritual  director  too  often 
wants  the  power,  as  well  as  difpofition,  to 
adminider  relief. 

Yet,  as  virtue  is  edentially  necedary  to  the 
fupport  of  fociety,  and  religion  to  the  iup- 
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port  of  virtue,  an  order  of  men  fhould  be 
found,  in  every  well  conflituted  community, 
whofe  proper  and  peculiar  office  it  fhould  be, 
to  inftruCt  the  ignorant  in  the  will  of  God, 
and  to  warn  the  carelefs  and  profane,  by 
ffirong  and  affecting  reprefen tations  of  that 
awful  vengeance,  which  will  hereafter  be  in- 
flicted upon  every  vice  and  impiety  of  man. 

And,  if  chriftianity  be  the  eftabliffied  reli- 
gion of  the  country,  fuch  order  of  men  fhould 
be  encouraged,  by  proper  emoluments  and 
dignities,  to  unfold  and  to  inculcate  the  ge- 
nuine doCtrines  of  the  gofpel. 

However,  were  the  office  of  the  teacher 
executed  with  the  utm'oft  fidelity  and  dili- 
gence, many  of  our  fpiritual  evils  would 
elude  his  care ; and  many  mental  diforders 
would  be  found,  for  which  ourfelves  alone 
can  adminifter  the  cure. 

But,  if  this  order,  conftituted  by  the  Hate, 
and  thus  encouraged  by  immunities  and 
emoluments  to  attend  the  facred  charge, 
fhould  corrupt  the  gofpel ; and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  perfidious  dealing,  be  con- 
fidered,  by  all  judicious  and  difpaffionate 
men,  as,  at  belt,  an  ufelefs  burden  to  the 
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community,  the  obligation  of  the  laity  to 
confult  their  own  internal  intered,  by  an 
earned  and  deady  attention  to  the  faving 
words  of  truth,  fo  long  concealed  from  them 
by  the  craft  and  cunning  of  a defigning  and 
defpotic  priedhood,  would,  in  fuch  a feafon, 
be  mod  urgent  ; and,  the  negledt  of  fo  ne- 
ceflary  a duty  would  furnidi  a mod  alarming 
proof  of  the  utter  profligacy  and  degeneracy 
of  the  times. 

That  feafon  is  at  lad  arrived.  The  fa- 
cred  fountains  of  truth,  polluted  by  the  foul 
and  noifome  mixture  of  human  inventions, 
now  pour  forth  an  empoifoned  dream ; and 
the  munificence  of  our  anceflors  to  the 
church,  which  was  intended  as  an  offering 
of  gratitude,  for  her  fuppofed  fidelity  and 
care,  in  difpenfing  the  pure  and  perfedt  word 
of  God,  ferves  but  to  fpread  the  contagion 
of  corrupted  dodtrine,  and  unholy  pradtice, 
through  every  rank  and  order  of  the  date. 


II.  April 
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: Ir- 

April  21,  1772, 
I must  begin  this  number  fomewhat  in 
the  ftile  of  a confeffion  of  faith,  otherwife  I 
forefee,  I (hall  not  only  give  great  offence 
to  many  well-difpofed  chriftians,  but  fhall 
alfo  be  fufpe&ed  of  holding  opinions,  and  of 
harbouring  intentions,  of  the  mold:  dangerous 
import  to  gofpel  piety  and  public  peace. 

In  the  Arfl:  place,  then,  when  I recom- 
mend it  to  every  man,  in  fome  meafure,  to 
exercife  the  office  of  the  prieft,  I would  not 
be  underftood  to  mean,  that  the  function, 
as  defined  by  our  laws,  is  itfelf  unneceflary; 
or  has,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  become 
ufelefs,  through  the  ambitious  practices  or 
profligate  principles  of  the  perfons  who  dis- 
charge it : on  the  contrary,  that  form  of 
ecclefiaftical  polity,  which  is  eftablifhed  in 
thefe  kingdoms  by  authority  of  parliament, 
is  that  very  form,  which,  if  armed  with  the 
powers  of  the  legiflature,  I would  inflitute 
myfelf ; and  the  neceffity  of  an  eftablifhed 
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form  of  public  worfhip,  (though  certainly  of  a 
more  comprehenfive  nature  than  the  prefent,) 
as  well  as  of  an  order  of  men,  whofe  foie 
employment  it  fhould  be  to  officiate  in 
things  pertaining  to  that  worfhip,  appears  to 
jne  equally  clear,  whether  I confider  the 
fubjefl  as  a politician  or  as  a divine.  Nor 
would  I have  it  fuppofed,  that  I mean  to 
involve,  in  one  common  charge,  the  humble 
pallor  and  the  lordly  prelate,  the  laborious 
preacher  and  the  court  divine.  I myfelf  am 
acquainted  with  fome  worthy  pallors,  who 
contend  for  “ the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus, 
and,  in  their  lives  and  converfations,  are  ex- 
amples to  their  flock.:  nor  would  I poii- 
tively  aflert,  that  every  bithop  is  either  a 
Wolfey,  a Bonner,  or  a Laud.  But,  when 
I charge  the  generality  of  the  prieflhood 
with  endeavouring,  by  force  or  fraud,  to 
prolong  the  reign  of  ignorance  and  fuperfli- 
tion  in  this  land  ; upon  full  conviction,  I 
aflert  the  truth.  When  I charge  thebilhops, 
in  particular,  with  forecloflng  every  avenue 
to  religious  knowledge ; when  I charge  them, 
with  proflituting  their  authority  and  influ- 
ence to  the  worft  ol  purpofes,  viz.  to  the 
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fupport  of  a tory  adminiftration,  in  order 
that  their  own  papiftical  pretences  to  a des- 
potic power  in  matters  of  faith,  may  be  Sup- 
ported in  their  turn ; upon  the  ftrongeft  evi- 
dence I alfert  the  truth.  And,  when  I charge 

them,  with  engaging  each  mercenary  fcrib- 
bler,  in  the  defence  of  that  caufe,  which 
they  cannot,  dare  not  defend,  by  their  own 
reafon  and  argument ; when  I charge  them, 
with  oppofmg,  as  bifhops,  thofe  meafures 
which  they  approved  and  patronized  in 
humbler  Nations,  their  own  confciences  will 
bear  me  teflimony  that  I aifert  the  truth. 

I will  clofe  this  letter  with  a few  extracts 
from  an  author,  who  Seems  to  maintain  the 
fame  idea  of  the  Source  of  our  religious 
abufes  with  myfelf. 

“ The  pried  s have  exalted  themfelves  above 
the  people,  as  much  as  the  pope  above  all 
princes  and  bilhops.  That  they  might  keep 
the  laity  at  the  greater  distance,  they  have 
doubly  abufed  them ; firft,  by  multiplying 
and  entangling  the  doctrines  of  faith,  and 

then,  by  with-holding  the  light  that  Ihould 
clear  them;  at  the  fame  time,  furfeitino- 

O. 

them  with  a glut  of  dodtrines,  and  ftarving 
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them  with  a famine  of  the  bread  of  life  : fp 
the  gofpel  is  to  them  both  kinds  of  wilder-? 
jiefs  i bare  as  the  fands  of  Afric,  without 
path  or  landmark,  for  . want  of  fcripturej 
yet,  thick-wooded  as  the  hills  of  Zeilan, 
(whofe  bufhes  none  can  creep  through,)  by 
multitude  of  dodrines.. 

“ Staniflaus  Onicharius  faith,  thatacomr 
mon  prieft  is  as  much  better  than  a king, 
as  a man  is  better  than  a beaft;  yea,  fur- 
ther, that  as  far  as  God  almighty  doth  excel 
a prieft,  fo  much  doth  a pneft  excel  a king. 

“ Laymen  (faith  Gafpar  Schioppius,)  are 
aftes,  mules,  or  horfes  ; the  romanift  a tame 
afs  ; the  heretic  a wild  one.  Catholic  kings 
afe  the  leading  aftes  with  bells. 

<f  We  have  a Lying,  that  if  the  horfe  knew 
his  own  ftrength  he  would  not  endure  fuch 
ufa  :e  : but  what  hindereth  us  from  know- 
ing the  ftrength  of  our  own  minds  ? We 
have  the  fame  fcripture  that  our  mailers 
have,  and  the  fame  faculties  by  which  tp 
underhand  it ; and  we  may  have  more  cer- 
tainty of  pur  own  fincerity,  than  we  can  have 
of  theirs.  Why.  then  ftiould  we  rather  take 
' : ’ our 
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our  religion  from  other  mens’  traditions  than 
from  our  own  judgments  ? 

“ If  we  can  have  the  boldnefs  to  believe, 
that  nothing  can  be  matter  of  faving  faith, 
but  what  the  author  and  ftnilher  of  our  faith 
made  fo ; and  that  the  fcripture  hath  faiths 
fully  informed  us  of  what  he  faid  in  that 
great  point ; we  may  foon  know  ourfelves 
to  be  no  lefs,  to  all  deftrable  purpofes,  in- 
fallible, than  the  pope  pretendeth  to  be. 
And,  if  we  drake  oft  the  loads  which  our 
lufts  irnpofe,  as  well  as  thofe  which  the 
priefts  irnpofe,  we  may  enjoy  that  true  li- 
berty, whereof  our  lord  faith,  “ if  the  Son 
make  you  free,  you  lhall  be  free  indeed.” 


III. 


Mav  23,  1772. 

Having  made  all  thole  declarations, 
which  I judged  to  be  neceftary  for  my  fecu- 
rity,  againft  the  fufpicions  and  furmifes  of 
thofe,  who  would  make  up,  by  falfe  imputa- 
tions, what  they  want  in  argument;  I now 
enter  more  immediately,  upon  my  plan  of 

holding 
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holding  forth,  to  the  obfervation  of  a judi- 
cious people,  the  errors  in  our  religious 
eftabli&ment,  which  the  bigotry  and  kna- 
very of  interefted  men  have  introduced; 
in  order  that  they  may  perceive  the  drange 
-abfurdities . and  odious  tendencies  of  thofe 
do&rines,  which  are  contained  in  the  religion 
of  the  " pried,”  and,  be  thereby  induced  to 
employ  themfelves,  more  feduloufly,  in  the 
inveftigation  of  thofe  truly  venerable  and 
important  doctrines,  which  are  to  be  found 

hi  the  religion  of  the  gofpel. 

Every  corporation  of  men,  which  has 
been  eftablifhed  for  any  length  of  time,  has 
certain  maxims  by  which  it  is  governed,  flow- 
ing from  the  end  and  defign  of  the  incorpo- 
ration, as  well  as  from  thofe  flatutes  and 
bye-laws,  which  appear  in  its  written  infti- 

tutions. 

One  maxim,  which  will  be  found  to  pre- 
dominate, more  or  lefs,  in  the  minds  of  indi- 
viduals in  every  corporation,  confifts,  m an 
overweening  opinion  and  extiavagant  zeal 
for  the  intereft  of  that  body,  to  which,  as  it 
is  often  expreflfed,  they  “ have  the  honour 

to  belong.  ’ 
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Examples  of  this  corporation-fpirit  may 
be  every  day  obferved  in  the  army,  the  Eafi> 
India  company,  the  fociety  of  jefuits,  the 
romilh,  the  gallican,  the  englifh,  or  any 
other  church. 

But  the  quantity  of  adtual  injury  which 
may  poffibly  be  done  to  individuals,  in  their 
perfons,  their  properties,  their  religion,  or 
their  morals,  in  fuch  affociations,  (which 
yet  are  neceffary,  and,  under  proper  regula- 
tions, highly  beneficial  to  the  great  fociety 
of  which  they  are  a part,)  may  be  eftimated 
from  infpedtion  into  the  infiitution  of  the 
corporation. 

Thus,  when,  to  the  aftonifhed  world,  was 
unfolded  the  infiitute  of  the  jefuit  frater- 
nity, men  were  no  longer  amazed  at  the 
conduct  of  the  individuals,  who  compofedit. 

And,  when  the  maxims  of  the  Eaft-India 
company  fhall  be  brought  to  light,  by  a 
virtuous  and  fpirited  committee  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  we  fhall  be  able  to  account  for 
thofe  frauds,  and  cruelties,  which  now  ap- 
pear as  portentous  phenomena  in  the  moral 
world,  and  are  not  to  be  deduced  from  any 
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' of  the  known  inclinations,  or  difiortions,  of 
the  human  mind. 

That  a villain,  apparently  fit  for  the  gal- 
lows or  plantations,  flrould,  after  having 
been  in  the  army  a few  years,  afford  a fpe- 

cimen  of  regularity  and  decency  of  deport- 

« 

ment,  worthy  of  the  imitation  of  the  divine, 
appears  ftrange  and  unaccountable  to  thofe, 
who,  unconne&ed  with  military  men,  have 
never  perufed  the  “ articles  of  war.” 

And,  that  the  clergy  of  this  country  fliould 
be,  in  general,  the  enemies  of  truth,  the  fa- 
vourers of  civil  defpotifm,  advifers  of  per- 
fecution  in  every  fhape  and  form,  and,  fre- 
quently, in  their  lives  and  converfations, 
guilty  of  practices,  the  bare  recital  of  which 
would  - corrupt  the  morals  of  the  unen- 
lightened lavage,  mull  appear  furprifing  to 
all,  who,  for  want  of  converfing  with  clerical 
men,  have  not  confidered  that  lyftem  of 
defpotifm  and  immorality,  contained  in  the 
articles  of  the  englilh  church  5 which  its 
miniilers  now  would  fain  have  confidered  as 
*'*•  articles  of  peace.” 

It  fhall  be  my  employment,  in-  fome  fu- 
ture papers,  to  leledt  a few  of  thefe  articles, 

and 
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and  defcribe  the  origin,  intention,  and  na- 
tural confequences  of  them,  for  the  enter- 
tainment and  inftrudrion  of  the  reader : 
only  promifing,  as  a proper  hint  for  refor- 
mation, that  when  the  laws  of  any  corpo- 
ration, or  fpirit  begotten  by  thefe  laws, 
fhall  become  noxious  or  oppreffive  to  the 
fubjed,  a right  is  certainly  veiled  in  the 
britilh  houfe  of  commons  to  vifit  the  cor- 
poration, and  to  reform  its  laws. 

The  article  which  I frail  begin  to  con- 
fder  at  this  time,  is  the  eighth.  It  is  ex- 
prelfed  in  the  following  terms  : 

“ The  three  creeds,  viz.  the  Nice  creed, 
Athanafius’s  creed,  and  that  which  is  com- 
monly called  the  apofles’  creed,  ought  tho- 
roughly to  be  received  and  believed,  for 
they  may  be  proved  by  mod  certain  war- 
rants of  holy  fcripture.” 

If  this  article  fpeaks  the  truth,  I will 
venture  to  declare,  that  holy  fcripture  is  not 
the  voice  of  God. 

But,  come  forward,  Athanafius  ! let  us 
perufe  thy  impious,  thy  abominable  creed. 
Let  us  expofe,  to  the  indignation  of  all  man- 
kind, that  intolerant  fpirit,  which  induced 

thee 
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thee  to  indite  it,  (if  indeed  thou  didSl  indite  * 
it  j)  and,  if  we  cannot  prevail  with  our  coun- 
trymen to  rife  as  one  man,  with  a deter- 
mined refolution,  for  ever  to  aboliSh  fuch  a 
reproach  to  human  nature,  at  lead:  we  will 
indulge  ourfelves,  in  the  miferable  confola- 
tion  of  lamenting,  that  a fummary  of  faith 
fo  mon-ftrouily  abfurd,  fo.  conti  adidtory  to 
reafon  and  to  itieir,  fo  deSlrudive  of  charity 
and  peace,  fo  dishonourable  to  our  ideas  oi 
the  almighty,  io  oppoSite  to  the  dodrine 
and  example  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jefus, 
could  ever  find  a place  in  a chriftian  form 
©f  worfhip,  could  ever  be  countenanced  by 
a proteftant  prelate,  could  ever  be  efta- 
blifhed  by  an  engliSh  ad  of  parliament,  and 
thus,  be  permitted  to  tranfmit  its  pefli- 
lential  virus,  into  the  maxims  and  morals 
of  each  fucceeding  generation. 


IV.  Oc- 
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IV. 

October  3,  1772. 

The  right  of  individuals  to  judge  and  ad 
for  themfelves,  in  matters  of  a religious  na- 
ture, is  a right  of  fo  important  a kind,  that 
no  zeal  can  be  too  fervent,  which  aims  at  its 
eftabliftiment ; and  no  indignation  can  be 
too  fevere,  which  is  manifefted  againft  thofe 
who  would  impioufly  invade  it. 

I relign  to  the  magiftrate  the  power  of 
avenging  thofe  wrongs  which  I fuffer  from 
men  of  like  pafhons  with  myfelf;  and  my 
liberty,  my  trueft  liberty,  confifts  in  my 
fubmifiion  to  thofe  equal  laws,  which, 
without  refped  of  perfons,  guard  my  pro- 
perty, my  reputation,  and  my  life. 

But,  when  I dired  my  view  to  future 
happinefs,  I look  not  to  the  perfon  of  the 
magiftrate  for  information  and  advice : he 
is  a weak,  frail,  ignorant,  erring  mortal,  like 
myfelf.  I therefore,  in  fuch  a cafe,  look 
up  to  the  tremendous  majefty  of  heaven, 

and 


and  humbly  confide  in  that  word,  which 
the  almighty  hath  thought  proper  to  re- 
veal. I fearch  with  my  own  eyes,  and 
with  my  own  understanding,  and  with  ear-3 
neSt  folicitude  for  that  truth,  in  the  difco- 
very  of  which,  I am  fo  immediately  con- 
cerned : and,  as  the  power  of  the  greateft 
monarch  upon  earth,  cannot  deliver  me 
from  the  dominion  of  the'  grave,  I will,  i'll 
religious  matters,  bow  to  him  alone,  who 
alone  is  lord  of  life  and  death. 

But,  if  the  voice  of  the  magistrate  is  un- 
able to  diredt  my  choice,  I am  under  Stilt 
lefs  obligation  to  obey  the  prieSt,  who  is 
the  creature  of  his  power.  The  prieSt  is 
interested  in  my  error  ; for  if  I confult  my 
own  reafon  in  religion,  I have  the  lefs  occa- 
fion  for  his  fervice.  He  will  tell  me  that 
religion,  is  myfierious ; he  will  depreciate 
the  powers  of  reafon,  in  order  that  he  may. 
lead  me  captive  to  his  will  ; he  will  con- 
found my  understanding,  in  order  that  he 
may  eStabliSh  his  empire  over  my  con- 
fidence ; he  will  inculcate  the  moSt  abfurd 
and  fenfelefs  fuperftitions,  becaufe  he  knows 

that 
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that  the  riches  of  his  order  will  increafe  la 
proportion  to  the  ignorance  of  the  people  » 
and  virtue,  honour,  and  public  fpirit,  will 
be  treated  by  him  with  contempt,  becaufe 
they  ennoble  the  mind  of  man,  and  teach  it 
to  look  down,  with  a generous  indignation, 
on  the  artifices  of  thofe,  who  have  always 
been  indefatigable  in  their  endeavours  to 
debafe  it. 

For  this  reafon  it  is,  that  the  creed  of 
Athanafius,  which,  in  my  lafh  number,  I 
declared  my  intention  of  considering,  is  fo 
highly  in  favour  of  the  Sacerdotal  tribe.  It 
confounds  the  fenfes,  and  infults  the  natu- 
ral feelings  of  the  heart,  more,  perhaps, 
than  any  formulary  which  has  proceeded 
from  the  pen  of  mortals ; and  it  is,  therefore, 
proportionably  valuable  in  the  eyes  of  priefis* 
It  declares,  “that  whpfoever  would  behaved 
muft,  before  all  things,  hold  the  catholic 
faith  thus,  by  a fingle  fentence,  demo- 
lii'hing  the  firength  of  our  obligation  t<? 
every  divine  and  focial  virtue.  It  further 
pretends  to  explain  that  faith  by  an  accu- 
mulation of  abfurdities,  until  contradictions 
rife  on  contradictions,  like  Alps  on  Alps,  and 
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the  giddy  imagination  looks  down  with  ter- 
ror from  the  height,  which  the  impiety  of 
man  hath  thus  railed,  in  oppofition  to  the 
truth  of  God.  With  intermingled  denun- 
ciations of  exclufion  from  the  feats  of  blifs, 
it  rolls  on  its  hideous  floods  of  blafphemies, 
until,  at  length,  it  clofes  in  execrations  too 
horrible  to  hear,  in  the  vehemency  of  its 
curfes,  emulating  the  language  of  the  fiends 

of  hell. 

By  lubjugating  your  underflanding  to  the 
dominion  of  the  pried,  you  open  the  door 
to  my ftery,  and  the  word  fpecies  of  defpo- 
tic  power.  My  fiery,  is  another  name  for 
papal  Rome  ; and,  therefore,  in  whatever 
country  the  myderious  creed  of  Athanafius 
is  edablifhed,  there  popery  is  effablifhed  by 
law. 

Deprive  the  pried  of  his  favourite  power 
of  creed-making,  and  of  creed-impofing, 
and  reafon  re-aflumes  her  throne,  and  true 
religion  beams,  with  unclouded  ludre,  on 
the  mind ; the  virtues  follow  in  quick  fuc- 
ceflion,  and  all  is  light,  tranquility,  and  joy. 

I may  appear  warm,  perhaps,  in  my  ex- 
predion  s : my  heart,  indeed,  is  warmed, 

'*•  • whenever 


( 179  ) 

I 

whenever  the  queftion  of  fubfcription  to 
human  formularies  of  faith  and  dodrine 
darts  upon  my  mind  ; my  heart  is  warmed 
with  zeal  for  the  bed;  interefts  of  man,  and 
with  tender  compaffion  for  my  fellow- crea- 
tures, who  can  never  exped  to  enjoy  true 
fatisfadion  in  religion,  or  comfort  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  duty,  until,  by  one  ge- 
nerous exertion  of  their  ftrength,  they  ut- 
terly abolifh  the  remains  of  papal  tyranny 
in  thefe  kingdoms  ; and,  by  vindicating  to 
themfelves  and  their  poherity  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  in  oppofition  to  authority 
in  controverlies  of  faith,  at  length,  affert  the 
common  rights  of  chriftians  ; rights,  which 
are  conditutionally  theirs,  as  members  of  a 
proteftant  church  ; rights,  which  are  con- 
ceded to  them  by  the  God  of  reafon,  be-  / 
caufe  upon  the  exertion  of  them  depends 
their  improvement  in  the  knowledge  and 
pradice  of  that  gofpel,  which  the  God  of 
reafon  hath  revealed;  rights,  which  it  is 
therefore  treafon  and  rebellion  againft  the 
majefly  of  heaven  to  renounce. 
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V. 

October  6,  1772. 

In  my  lad  number,  I,  perhaps,  may  have 
appeared  to  have  fpoken  with  too  little  re- 
verence of  the  priefthood 3 and  may  have  in- 
duced lome  of  my  fellow- citizens  to  think, 
that,  while  I am  pleading  for  a diminution  of 
facerdotal  power,  I really  aim  at  a total 
abolition  of  the  order.  I have  already  ex- 
plained myfelf  in  fuch  a manner,  that  no 
perfon  who  perufes  my  fecond  number  can 
fuppofe  I mean  to  reprefent  as  ufelefs  a fet 
of  men,  whofe  minifterial  labours  are  capa- 
ble of  being  rendered  fo  beneficial  to  their 
brethren.  I will,  however,  now  endeavour 
to  date  more  fully  my  notions  on  this  fub- 

jedt. 

The  obvious  advantages  of  a precon- 
ceived and  edablifhed  form  of  prayer,  will 
always  induce  the  majority  of  a fenfible  peo- 
ple to  adopt  fuch  a mode  of  addrefling  the 
almighty,  in  the  religious  aflemblies  of  the 
nation  ; and  the  advantages  attending  upon 

weekly 
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weekly  inftrudion,  from  the  pulpit,  will 
likewife  always  induce  the  fame  majority  to 
fet  apart  a portion  of  the  public  money,  for 
the  fupport  of  an  order  of  men  properly 
qualified  to  expound  the  word  of  God,  to 
thofe  congregations,  in  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed to  mini der,  by  the  civil  conditutions 
of  their  country. 

As  an  education  fuitable  to  the  impor- 
tance of  their  office,  and  a date  of  eafy  inde- 
pendence, will  render  them  refpedable,  and, 
therefore,  give  their  exhortations  a proper 
weight  with  their  people,  the  dipends,  of 
the  lowed  of  this  order,  fhouid  be  fuch,  as 
may  fet  them  above  the  contempt  of  their 
brethren  : different  ranks  and  orders  fhouid 
alfo  be  edabliffied,  with  a view  of  maintain- 
ing difcipline,  preferving  decency,  and  en- 
couraging emulation  in  the  difcharge  of 
their  momentous  duties. 

After  fuch  conceffions,  I cannot  be  e- 
deemed  an  enemy  to  the  facerdotal  order.  I 
only  with  to  redrain  its  indecent  exercife  of 
a power,  to  which  it  has  certainly  no  jud 
pretentions,  viz.  the  power  of  didating  in 

matters 
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matters  of  opinion,  and  of  deciding,  with 
authority,  in  controverfies  of  faith. 

When  I hear  a ledturer,  from  the  pulpit, 
explain  a text  of  fcripture,  I confider  him 
as  a perfon  engaged  in  the  difcharge  of  a 
very  ufeful  office ; but,  though  I hear  him 
with  attention,  I will  not,  therefore,  com- 
pliment him  with  my  underftanding,  and 
implicitly  fubmit  to  the  interpretation  of  a 
mortal,  of  like  infirmities  with  myfelf. 
The  word  of  God  is  the  property  of  the 
meanefi:  chriftian.  Its  authority  is  facred 
with  me,  becaufe  by  obedience  to  it  I ex- 
pert falvation  but,  if  I expedt  to  be  bene- 
fited by  that  word,  I muft  imitate  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Bereans,  and,  by  my  own 
inquiry  into  my  bible,  become  fatisfied,  that 
the  dodtrine  declared  to  me  from  the  pulpit,, 
is  truly  the  dodtrine  of  the  gofpel.  If  my 
priefi:  afiumes  to  himfelf  an  exclusive  right 
of  interpreting  that  word,  and  obliges  me 
to  acquiefce  in  his  explanation,  the  priefi; 
is  then  my  God,  I renounce  that  reafon 
which  the  almighty  hath  afforded  me,  and, 
am  led  captive  at  the  will  of  a perfon,  who, 
from  human  frailty,  will  be  tempted  to  fa- 
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orifice  my  interefl  to. his  own:  for  expe-^ 
rience  fhews,  that  from  the  moment  an 
opinion  is  generally  adopted,  that  the  key 
of  knowledge  is  intrufted  to  his  care,  he 
will  exact  fuch  a return  of  temporal  poffef- 
fions  for  his  fpiritual  treafures,  as  will,  in 
procefs  of  time,  reduce  the  whole  territory 
to  his  dominion,  and  elevate  his  character, 
above  the  hate  and  dignity  of  kings. 

It  is  alfo  proper  that  we,  from  time  to  time, 
fhould  hear  the  folemn  denunciations  of 
the  almighty’s  vengeance  againft  vice,  as  well 
as  the  comfortable  affurances  of  the  divine 
mercy  and  forbearance.  To  fuch  denun- 
ciations and  aifurances,  as  are  contained  in 
fcripture,  I willingly  attend ; but  then  I 
attend  to  them,  becaufe  they  are  contained 
in  the  gofpel,  not  becaufe  they  are  pro- 
nounced by  the  lips  of  a mitred  or  unmitred 
pried.  But  if  he  can  perfuade  me,  that 
God  hath  given  him  an  authority  to  forgive 
the  fins  of  mortals,  he  will,  with  eafe,  ac- 
compliih  an  uncontroulable  dominion  over 
my  temporal  eftate.  In  the  hour  of  death,  I 
would  gladly  give  up  my  treafure  to  the 
man,  who,  “ in  the  name  of  the  father, 
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fon,  and  holy  ghoft,”  fliall  afiure  me  of 
the  pardon  of  my  fins  *. 

That  the  priefts  of  the  eftabliffiment 
claim  luch  powers,  is  evident  from  many 
parts  of  the  offices,  and  of  the  fervice  of  our 
church.  And,  in  the  twentieth  article  it  is 
exprefsly,  and  in  fo  many  words,  afferted, 
“ that  the  church,  (by  which  we  are  always 
exhorted  to  underhand  the  priefihood,)  has 
an  authority  in  controverfies  of  faith.  ” They 
will  own,  indeed,  in  the  fame  article,  that 
this  authority  does  not  reach  to  a power  of 
decreeing  any  thing  which  is  contrary  to 
fcripture  ; yet,  while  they  claim  the  power 
©f  deciding  upon  the  merits  of  the  contro- 
verfy,  and  declare  that  the  curfe  of  God, 
and  the  vengeance  of  man  -j~,  fhall  overtake 
every  perfon,  who,  by  writing  or  advifed 

{peaking,  fhall  oppofe  their  articles  and 

* • 1 * 

explanations,  they,  in  fadt,  exercife  a power 
equal,  in  all  refpedts,  to  the  power  and  do- 
minion of  the  pope  of  Rome  •,  they  exercife 

a power, 

* See  the  form  of  absolution  in  the  cc  Office  of  vifita-. 
‘iion  of  the  ficic.” 

t See  ftat.  9 & io  Will.  III.  c.  32.  and  the  fxrft  five 
canons  of  our  church. 
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a power,  prejudicial  to  the  caufe  of  truth 
and  virtue ; a power,  to  which  they  have 
not  the  lead;  lhadow  of  pretenfion ; a power, 
ladly,  which  has  been,  is,  and  always 
will  be,  exercifed  in  fettering  the  under- 
Handings,  and  debaling  the  morals  of  man- 
kind. 


VI. 

1 

October  8,  1772. 
When  the  divine  founder  of  our  religion 
appeared  upon  earth,  and  declared  a doc- 
trine productive  of  glory  to  God,  and  of 
good-will  to  man,  it  was  alferted,  as  a con- 
dderation  of  the  greateft  confequence,  “ that 
the  gofpel  was  preached  to  the  poor/* 

By  the  twelfth  chapter  of  the  thirteenth 
of  Elizabeth,  the  clei-gy  are  bound  to  preach 
the  dodtrine  of  the  articles.  Let  the  articles 
be  preached,  and  if  the  poor  can  unde riband 
the  hundredth  part  of'them,  though  alferted 
by  all  the  clergy  in  Great  Britain,  I will  give 

up  the  controyerfy,  and  drop  my  pen  for 
eve  r. 
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The  quedion  is,  therefore,  naturally  aflced, 
why  do  the  governors  of  the  church  con- 
tend for  the  practice  of  fubfcribing  articles, 
which  it  is  known  the  majority  of  them  do 
not  believe,  and  which  they  can  never  ren- 
der intelligible  to  their  brethren  ? A fatisfac- 
toryanfwer  to  thisquedion  has  never  hitherto 
been  given ; and  yet,  both  rich  and  poor 
have  a right  to  be  refolved,  as  ~fo  confider- 
able  a part  of  the  public  treafure,  a fum 
amounting  to  more  than  a million  fterling,  is 
annually  expended  in  the  fupport  of  a prieft- 
hood,  whofe  proper  office  it  is  to  teach  reli- 
gion to  the  people. 

Come  forward,  then,  ye  pried s of  every 
denomination,  and  vindicate  yourfelves,  if 
poffible,  in  the  face  of  this  infulted  people* 
Explain  to  them  the  grounds  of  that  autho- 
rity whereby  you  impofe  upon  us  the  myfte- 
rious  dodrine  of  the  trinity ; the  myderi- 
ous  dodrine  of  original  fin  j the  myderious 
dodrine  of  j unification  by  faith,  and  not  by 
works ; and  thofe  other  myderies,  which, 
with  envious  breath,  you  have  raifed  as 
clouds  to  veil  the  meridian  fplendors  of  the 
gofpel  from  the  light  of  men.  They,  who 

have 


/ 


( i§7  ) 

have  the  power  to  iftue  a “ quo  warranto/’ 
which  may  ftrike  at  the  very  charter  of  your 
incorporation,  have  a right  to  be  informed  3 
and  your  refufal  to  comply  with  their  juft 
demands,  though  called  upon  by  the  voice 
of  thoufands,  in  the  prefent  controverfy 
about  fubfcriptions,  thews,  that  you  dare  not 
fubmit  your  caufe  to  the  high  tribunal  of 
the  fcriptures,  or  to  the  decihon  of  reafon, 
“ that  lord  chief  juftice  in  the  court  of 
• man.” 

Uie  and  cuftom  can  reconcile  us  to  the 
greateft  abfurdities  ; but,  in  a future  age,  it 
will  not  be  credited,  that  a controverfy  of  a 
religious  nature  was  agitated  by  the  people 
of  Great  Britain,  and  that  not  a fingle  bi- 
fhop  ^appeared  in  fupport  of  the  articles, 
which  were  fo  violently  aftailed  in  theftorm. 
That  not  a fingle  bifhop  has  written  a line 
upon  the  fubjeT,  is  known  to  every  perfon  in 
the  kingdom,  who  has  interefted  himfelf  a 
moment  in  this  important  controverfy.  The 
inference  muft  follow,  in  the  mind  of  every 
difpaffionate  man,  that  the  power  they  ex- 
ercife  of  impofing  articles  of  faith  and  doc- 
trine upon  the  confciences  of  their  brethren. 
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is  abfolutely  deflitute  of  theleafl  foundation. 
Relying  upon  the  fupport  of  admin iflration, 
which  now,  for  interefted  reafons,  is  favour- 
able to  their  fyflem,  they  fet  the  underfland- 
ing  of  the  people  at  defiance  ; and,  to  every 
good  hope  and  practice  reprobate,  they  fmile 
at  the  folly  of  their  deluded  countrymen, 
refting  fatisfied,  that  the  higher  the  na^ 
tional  religion  is  charged  with  i n con fi flency 
and  blafphemy,  the  more  obfequious  will 
the  people  be,  in  the  meafure  of  their  obe- 
dience. 

- Religion  was  inftitutea  for  the  benefit  of  all 
men ; it  was  intended  to  be  the  guide  and 
diredlrefs  of  our  way,  in  every  walk  of 
life.  Its  fandtion  fhould  be  therefore  ac- 
curately propounded,  and  its  dodtrines  evi- 
dently declared  in  the  molt  intelligible  lan- 
guage, in  order,  that  the  underflanding  may 
be  improved,  and  the  heart  engaged  in  its 
pradtice. 

Myflery,  therefore,  is  the  bane  of  all  reli- 
gion 5 it  compels  the  underflanding  to  refign 
its  difcerning  powers,  and  freezes  every  ge- 
nial, generous  current  of  the  foul.  The 
man,  who  believes  that  true  religion  is  myf- 

terious. 
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Serious,  infults  the  bounty  of  providence, 
by  degrading  thofe  faculties  which  elevate 
him  above  the  beads  that  perifh ; and  dif- 
honours  the  holy  author  of  our  faith,  by 
afcribing  to  him  the  properties  of  the  prince 
of  darknefs,  who  is  ever  reprefented  in  the 
gofpel,  as  engaged  in  effeding  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  our  mental  powers,  ' as  his  darling 
work . 

God  is  not  the  author  of  condition  ; he  is 
the  God  of  peace.  He  calls  upon  every  man 
to  exert  his  nob-left  faculties  in  his  fervice : 
he  has  given  to  every  individual  a power  of 
difcerning  between  right  and  wrong  : he  has 
given  his  gofpel  as  our  rule  of  faith  and 
practice  ; and,  therefore,  expeds  that  we 
work  out  our  own  falvation  with  fear  and 
trembling.  In  a word,  he  has  given  unto 
us  a religion  which  at  firft  was  preached  to 
the  poor  ; and,  therefore,  we  may  reft  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  lowlieft  of  the  fons  of  men 
polfefs  the  power  of  arriving  at  the  know- 
ledge of  it,  without  the  aid  of  articles 
framed  by  mens’  device,  and  without  being 
obliged  to  relign  the  clear  dedudions  of  our 
own  reafon,  to  the  determinations  of  a proud, 
imperious,  proftituted  pried. 


VII.  Oc- 
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October  13,  1772* 
At  the  time  of  the  reformation,  it  was 
obje&ed  to  the  clergy,  as  a crime  of  an 
atrocious  nature,  that  they  with-held,  to 
the  utmoft  of  their  power,  the  knowledge 
of  the  fcriptures,  by  obftrudting  the  tranfla- 
tion  of  them  into  the  vernacular  language  of 
the  country,  and  by  maintaining,  that  unto 
themfelves  was  committed  the  authority  of 
interpreting  thefe  lively  oracles  of  God.  I 

could  wifih  that  every  difpaffionate  man  who 

% 

is  in  the  lead  verfed  in  the  hiftory  of  papal 
ufurpations,  would  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
heart,  and  afk  himfelf  the  queftion,  whether 
it  does  not  appear,  from  fome  late  manoeu- 
vres, that  the  fuperior  clergy  of  the  church 
of  England  are  actuated  by  the  fame  fpirit  of 
myftery  and  concealment,  which  difgraces 
the  counfels  of  that  church,  from  which  we 
have  imperfe&ly  reformed  ? I will  endea- 
vour to  fate  the  matter  to  the  bed  of  my  ca- 
pacity, and  leave  my  readers  to  decide  upon 

the 
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the  difference  between  an  italian  and  an 
engli/h  prelate  ; between  an  archbilhop  of 
Canterbury  and  a pope  of  Rome. 

Let  us  fuppofe  then,  that  the  priefthood, 
in  general,  or  the  clergy  of  any  lingle  king- 
dom in  particular,  under  a pretence  that  it  * 
would  differve  the  caufe  of  chridianity,  to 
permit  the  unlimited  exercife  of  private 
judgment  in  controversies  of  faith,  fliould 
form  a refolution  of  redraining  it  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  their  ability. 

The  meafures,  whereby  they  would  hope 
to  effeCt  their  purpofe  would  be  various,  ac- 
cording to  the  various  maxims  of  the  ages 
they  live  in,  and  the  different  political  prin- 
ciples of  the  countries,  in  which  they  exer- 
cifed  their  rule. 

The  mod  obvious  method,  unquedionably, 
would  be,  to  forbid  the  trandating  of  the 
bible  into  the  vulgar  tongue,  under  fuch 
pains  and  penalties,  as  would  effectually  re- 
drain  the  temerity  of  the  bolded  oppugner 
of  their  power. 

The  natural  confequ'ence  of  fuch  a mea- 
fure,  in  a fuperditious  age,  will  be,  fuch  a 
reverence  of  the  pried  as  knows  no  bounds. 

The 
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The  pofleflor  of  fuperior  knowledge  has  a 
natural  claim  to  our  refpedt ; and,  where  the 
fubjedt  matter  of  that  knowledge  is  religion, 
felf-love  will  inflame  the  paffions  to  an  en- 
thufiafm  of  veneration,  which  will  lead  us 
to  place  the  perfon  of  the  pried  in  the  fhrine 
of  worlhip,  and  throw  a glory  round  him, 
which  will  render  him  more  awful  in  our 
eyes,  than  even  the  divinity  itfelf. 

But  the  opinion  that  a vab  fuperiority  of 
religious  knowledge  prevails  in  any  man  or 
order  of  men,  mud  be  as  prejudicial  to  the 
tranquility  of  their  neighbours  as  the  real 
pofleflion  of  unlimited  dominion,  fince  hu- 
man frailty  would  induce  the  pofleflors,  in 
both  cafes,  to  exert  their  influence  in  pro- 
moting the  gratification  of  their  own  paf- 
flons,  although  fuch  gratification  be  oppofed 
to  the  jud  emoluments  and  privileges  of  the 
fubjedt,  and  be  connected  with  the  annihi- 
lation of  all  morality  in  the  people. 

It  is  the  intered,  therefore,  of  the  com- 
munity, that  no  one  order  of  men  fliould  en- 
joy, or  be  fuppofed  to  enjoy,  a monopoly  of 
all  the  religious  knowledge  in  the  nation. 

There  are  two  methods  of  preventing  the 

evil 
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tvil  in  quedion  ; the  one,  by  abfolutely  de- 
nying to  the  clergy  the  ufe  of  the  book  from 
which  the  prieds  are  fuppofed  to  gain  their 
knowledge,*  the  other,  by  fpreading  the 
knowledge  of  the  gofpel  among  all  ranks  and 
orders  in  the  date. 

The  fird,  is  a method  unworthy  of  being 
adopted  in  any  civilized  nation ; the  fecond, 
would  be  productive  of  advantages  to  civil 
liberty,  to  public  virtue,  and  to  private  hap- 
putefs*  in  a manner,  inconceivable  by  thofe 
who  have  not  traced  the  connection  between 
a free  conditution,  and  a rational  religion. 

The  pried  will  murmur  an  objection  to 
fuch  a liberal  mode  of  conduCt,  and  urge* 
that  religion  is  myderious ; that  it  con- 
tained! truths,  which  ought  not  to  be  made 
the  lubjeCt  of  difputation  by  the  vulgar. 

But  we  will  filence  him,  beyond  all  power 
of  complaint,  by  referring  him  to  the  faCt, 
which  I infided  qpon  in  a former  number, 
viz.  “ the  gofpel  was  preached  to  the  poor.” 
One  refource,  however,  dill  remains, 
whereby  he  is  enabled  to  continue  the  exer- 
cife^of  his  hateful  authority  over  the  free- 
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born  mind,  he  will  labour  to  eftablifh  fub* 
fcription  to  human  formularies  of  faith. 

. Left  my  countrymen  fhould  not  immedi- 
ately fee  the  evil  tendency  of  this  pernicious 
pradice,  I will  endeavour  to  delineate  it  in 
its  genuine  colours ; firft  premifing,  that  the 
real  dodrines  of  the  facred  code  will  be 
effectually  veiled  from  human  fight,  whether 
the  tranflating  of  it  be  prohibited  by  law,  or 
the  inferior  clergy  be  obliged  by  fub fcription 
to  deliver,  as  of  fcriptural  authority,  fuch 
dodrines  as  are  contrary  to  the  word  of  God. 

Subfcription,  then,  is  impofed  early  in 
life,  left  the  perfon  fubfcribing  fhould  per- 
ceive the  abfurdity  of  the  propofition  to 
which  he  gives  an  “ ex  animo”  aftent,  and 
fhould  confequently  ftruggle  againft  the  ig-  , 
nominious  yoke  prepared  for  his  neck. 

Subfcription  is  impofed  frequently  upon 
the  fame  fubjed,  in  order  to  habituate  the 
perfon  fubfcribing,  to  give  the  lie  to  his  own 
confcience  with  as  little  remorfe  as  pofhble, 
and  to  flop  his  mouth  by  the  “ argumen- 
tum  ad  crumenam,”  fhould  he  ever  preiume 
to  remonftrate  againft  the  unlawfulnefs  of 
the  impofition. 
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The  proportions  to  be  fubfcribed  are 
rendered  as  abfurd  and  blafphemous  as  pof- 
fible,  in  order  to  deftroy  every  vital  prin- 
ciple of  religion,  and  effect  an  intire  ex- 
tinction of  the  moral  fenfe ; it  being  impof- 
fible  to  eftabliih  the  fyfrem  of  religious 
defpotifm  completely,  until  every  maxim  of 
found  reafon,  and  every  principle  of  pure 
morality,  is  utterly  obliterated  from  the 
human  mind. 

The  bi fliops,  in  particular,  will  be  ftre- 
nuous  to  maintain  the  impofition  of  fub* 
fcription,  becaufe  it  enables  them  to  fup- 
prels  every  attempt  towards  a perfedt  com- 
prehenfion  of  the  fcriptures  ; and  becaufe* 
every  exercife  of  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment, tends  to  carry  us  fill  farther  from  the 
church  of  Rome, 
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VIII. 

October  24,  1772. 
Cf  An  ounce  of  a man’s  own  sense,  is 

WORTH  A TON  OF  OTHER  PEOPLES.” 

STERNE. 

In  consequence  of  the  prefent  important 
controverfy  concerning  Subscriptions,  I have 
been  led  into  Some  refledions  relating  to 
the  nature  of  the  " religious  principle,” 
which  I Shall  now  offer  to  the  consideration 
of  the  candid  reader. 

By  a principle  in  morals,  we  muft  be  un- 
derflood to  mean  the  prevailing  difpofition 
of  the  mind,  or  its  approbation  of  any  par- 
ticular courfc  of  adion,  evidenced  in  oui  con- 
dud  ; if,  for  inflance,  we  obferve  a man, 
in  his  intercourSe  with  his  neighbours,  to 
be  attentive  to  his  own  intereft  in  every  cir- 
cumflance,  and  on  every  occafion  where  he 
has  a poflibility  of  advancing  it,  we,  with- 
out ceremony,  affert,  that  he  is  governed  by 
« a felfifh  principle.” 
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When  we  obferve  a man  of  underhanding, 
who,  in  the  common  concerns  of  life,  is  juft, 
generous,  candid,  and  lincere  ; but,  when 
moving  in  a different  fphere,  and  affociated 
with  men  in  power,  or  with  men  in  oppo- 
fttion,  no  longer  diftinguilhed  by  each  ami- 
able virtue,  but,  on  the  contrary,  facrificing 
honour,  confcience,  fincerity,  and  virtue, 
at  the  flirine  of  fome  political  maxim ; we 
pronounce,  in  fuch  cafes,  the  perfon  to  be 
actuated  by  a “ principle  of  party.” 

When  we  obferve  a perfon,  throughout 
the  whole  of  his  demeanour,  condu&ing 
himfelf  with  a fubmiftive  attention  to  the 
will  of  that  almighty  being,  from  whom  he 
received  the  powers  of  thought,  and  capacity 
of  a<ftion  ; when  we  behold  him,  regulating 
every  part  of  his  conduct,  in  conformity  to 
the  dictates  of  found  reafon  and  his  con- 
fcience ; and,  emulative  of  the  joy  of  God, 
when  he  beholds  an  happy  world,  difpenfing 
the  means  of  happinefs  to  all  around  him ; 
in  life,  the  friend  of  man ; in  death,  with 
holy  truft,  confiding  in  his  God  j we  pro- 
nounce him  to  be  actuated  by  a “ principle 
of  piety  and  benevolence/’  or,  in  other 

Q 3'  words. 
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words,  we  attribute  to  him  juftly,  what- 
ever be  his  mode  of  faith,  or  outward  wor- 
fhip,  the  honourable  appellation  of  the  “ re- 
ligious man.” 

In  the  production  of  this  principle,  various 
caufes  are  frequently  combined. 

An  habit  of  aCting  juftly  and  generoufly 
jn  early  life;  an  habit,  induced  by  education 
in  the  doCtrines  and  practice  of  a rational 
religion,  will  produce  this  principle,  without 
any  remarkable  exertion  of  the  mind. 

It  is  the  produce  alfo  of  ferious  reflection, 
and  of  our  mental  capacities,  exerting  them- 
felves  in  the  fearch  of  religious  knowledge, 
and  applying  the  maxims,  which  are  the 
reful t of  fuch  inquiries,  to  the  melioration  of 
our  moral  powers. 

The  fjrft  method  of  acquiring  the  reli- 
gious principle,  is  fuited  to  the  care  of  chil- 
dren, and  to  thofe,  who,  engaged  in  the  oc- 
cupations incumbent  upon  the  lower  ftations 
of  fociety,  are,  by  the  condition  of  their 
being,  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  evi- 
dencing any  remarkable  exertion  of  their 
reafon,  in  the  choice  qf  a religion. 
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From  hence,  we  fee  the  neceffity  of  a re- 
ligious education,  and  of  refpeff  to  religious 
ordinances,  if  thoroughly  purged  from  po- 
pifh  fuperftitions ; as  well  as  the  propriety 
of  my  affertion,  that  every  mailer  of  a fa- 
mily, to  whom  leifure  is  in  the  fmalled:  de- 
gree afforded,  fhould  be  alfo  the  pried:  of  his 
family,  as  far  as  relates  to  inflrudtion  in 
thofe  religious  maxims,  which  bring  forth 
fruit  in  virtuous  practice. 

Hence  alfo  we  may  fee  the  life  and  advan- 
tage of  a national  clergy,  bound  by  the  mod: 
folemn  ties  of  honour  and  of  confcience, 
faithfully  to  execute  their  truflj  a trud:, 
which  calls  upon  them  to  preach  the  pure, 
unmixed,  uncorrupted  word  of  God ; a 
trud,  which  it  is  impoffible  for  them  to  dif- 
charge,  with  fincerity  and  zeal,  while  bound 
alfo  to  fubfcribe  their  unfeigned  affent  to 
articles  of  faith  and  doftrine,  confeffedly  of 
man’s  device,  and  which,  it  is  now  gene- 
rally fuppofed,  not  one  in  a thoufand  in  his 
heart  believes. 

In  the  fecond  method  of  acquiring  the 
religious  principle,  a method  which  it  is 
the  duty  of  all  to  purfue,  whofe  ftate  of  life 
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and  rational  accomplilhments  fliall  enable 
them  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  and  evi- 
d nces,  of  all  religious  fads  and  dodrines, 
the  exercife  of  private  judgment  is  dill  more 
indifpenfably  required.  For  fuch  men  to. 
refign  their  underdandings  to  the  decifions^ 
of  human  authority  in  controversies  of  faith, 
is  the  greated  degradation  to  which  they 
can  poffibly  fubmit.  In  affairs  wherein 
worldly  prudence  is  concerned,  every  man 
has  fome  maxims  of  condud,  the  refult  of 
experience,  by  which  he  Shapes  his  courfe. 
1.  ou  mud  permit  the  fame  indulgence  to 
him  who  is  travelling,  through  the  wilder- 
nefs  of  human  life,  to  a better  and  more 
enduring  date;  you  mud  permit  him  to  eye 
the  country  round ; you  mud  permit  him 
to  chufe  the  walk  which  his  own  judgment 
fhall  approve,  if  you  would  wilh  him  to 
proceed,  with  comfort  and  fatisfadion  to 
himfelf;  Y qu  may  offer  him  what  affi dance 
you  think  proper ; but,  if  you  intend  it 
lhould  be  of  any  advantage  to  him,  it  mud 

only  be  in  the  way  of  friendly  intimation 
and  advice. 
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When  the  magiftrate,  therefore,  has  made 
a legal  providon  for  the  eftablifhment  of  an 
order  pf  men,  appointed  to  minifter  in  the 
congregation  of  chriftians,  according  to  a 
preconceived  form  of  prayer,  and  to  preach 
the  gofpel,  pure  and  uncorrupted,  to  the  peo- 
ple, he  has  done  his  p^rt ; more  he  fhould 
not  prefume  to  do : and  it  is  thy  duty,  O 
man,  whatever  be  thy  dation,  if,  with  a 
fafe  conference,  thou  canft  be  prefent  at  the 
ceremonial  in  which  they  minifter,  to  attend 
to  their  inftrudtive  voice ,•  yet,  at  the  fame 
time,  with  a full  afturance,  that  then  only 
panft  thou  enjoy  the  fruits  of  thy  attendance, 
when  thy  conduct  is  fwayed  by  principles, 
which  thy  unbiafled  judgment  fhall  approve. 
If  thou  acknowledged:  the  gofpel  to  be  the 
word  of  that  God,  who  is  the  creator  of  the 
world,  and  the  lord  of  all  that  inhabit  it, 
thy  happinefs  depends  upon  a dried  obe- 
dience to  this  word;  and,  if  thou  lived  in  a 
country,  where  the  legal  minifters  of  that 
word  are  bound  by  the  nature  of  their  qftice, 
and  permitted  by  the  laws,  to.  declare  that 
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word  in  its  primaeval  purity,  to  the  bed  of 
their  capacity  and  power,  rejoice  in  the 

circum- 
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circumftances  of  thy  lot ; but,  indulge  not 
the  fond  del u fro n,  that  now  thou  lived  in 
iuch  a country  ; for,  the  minifters  of  the 
cnurch  of  England,  by  acceding  to  fub- 
fcription  to  human  formularies  of  faith  and 
dodtrine,  have,  one  and  all,  acceded  to  an 
obligation,  whereby  they  bind  themfelves 
to  give  the  people,  from  their  pulpits,  the 
commandments  of  fallible  men,  in  the  place 
of  the  infallible  word  of  God  ; and  to  mix 
the  corruptions  of  the  word  of  popifh  times, 
with  the  immaculate  dodhunes  of  the  gofpel. 

■ ■ ■ — — 

IX. 

\ 

November  14,  1772. 

It  has  often  been  pleaded  as  an  excufe 
for  the  continuance  of  fubfcription  to  the 
thirty-nine  articles,  that  they  inculcate  no- 
thing contrary  to  found  morality;  that  the 
removal  of  this  fecurity  would  be  the  occa- 
fion  of  much  unchrifrian  altercation  ; and, 
that  an  holy  pradlice  may  be  connected 
with  a profefiion  of  faith,  in  fome  points 
confelfedly  erroneous  and  abfurd. 
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I am  not  unconfcious  of  its  having  been 
aflerted,  that  a morality  conformable  to  the 
fpirit  and  dodrine  of  the  articles,  would  be 
the  pradice  rather  of  devils  incarnate,  than  of 
men.  But,  the  truth  of  this  adertion  is  not 
the  .point  which  I would  principally  aim  at 
edablifhing,  in  the  prefent  paper.  ^ Confi- 
dering,  according  to  Dr.  Tuckers  idea, 
the  thirty-nine  articles  as  profefiedly  the 
center  of  union,  or  rule  of  religious  con- 
dud,  to  the  englifh  church,  I will  endea- 
vour to  fhew  the  bad  conlec[uences  which 
arife  from  adopting  a center  of  union,  or 
rule  of  condud,  in  many  indances,  too  ab- 
drufe  to  be  comprehended  ; in  the  remain- 
ing cafes,  too  abfurd  to  be  believed. 

In  the  fird  place,  if  the  thirty-nine  ar- 
ticles form  the  confedion  of  the  majority 
of  the  nation,  the  fcriptures  will  naturally 
be  fuppofed,  by  the  generality,  to  fpeak  the 
fame  dodrine  with  the  articles ; and  this 
idea  will  be  confirmed,  in  the  mind  of  every 
lay  member  of  our  church,  when  he  refleds, 
that,  by  the  formulary  of  the  clerical  fub- 
fcription,  his  pador,  (who  he  judly  fup- 
pofes  has  fufficient  leifure  and  abilities  for 
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an  inquiry  into  their  contents,)  upon  due 
examination,  declares  it  to  be  his  real  per- 
fuafion,  <c  that  all  and  every  of  thefe  articles 
are  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God.” 

The  conference  of  fuch  connexion  will 
be,  that  if  the  articles  appear  abfurd  in  the 
appiehenfion  of  the  layman,  the  feriptures 
will  Appear  abfurd  alfo  in  his  eyes.  And 
thus  an  irreparable  injury  will  be  done  to 
the  infallible  "word  of  God,  through  the 
means  of  that  fallible  confedion,  which  is 
fubdituted  in  its  place. 

The  religion,  therefore,  of  the  country 
appearing  too  ablurd  to  be  believed,  and  the 
religion  of  the  gofpel  being  invifible,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  interpofition  of  the  national  con- 
feffion  of  faith,  the  confequence  generally  fol- 
lows, that  the  layman  is  of  no  religion  at  all. 

And  the  pried,  in  confequence  of  having 
been  fo  long  accudomed  to  hide  his  convic- 
tions, and  to  inculcate  from  the  pulpit  a re- 
ligion which  he  knows  to  be  falfe,  lofes  all 
adedtion  for  truth  ; nay,  even  the  capacity 
ol  difeerning  it ; and  thus,  at  length,  is  car- 
ried away  captive  by  the  very  infidelity, 
which  his  own  preaching  hath  produced. 

In 
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In  this  ftate  of  things,  the  unhappy  perfon, 
deftitute  of  one  of  the  ftrongeft  incentives 
to  every  ufeful  and  honourable  adtion,  lies 
open  to  the  attacks  of  every  unworthy  paf- 
fion,  and,  in  calamity  and  danger,  is  deprived 
of  every  rational  confolation  and  fupport. 

Let  experience  be  appealed  to;  experi- 
ence will  convince  us,  that  fome  refolutions 
of  refpedt  to  decency  of  chara&er,  to  pro- 
priety of  deportment ; a few  generous  affec- 
tions derived  from  a promifcuous  commerci 
with  the  world  ; a few  maxims  of  moral 
conduct,  embraced  without  choice  or  dif- 
cernment,  conftitute  the  fum  total  of  thofe 
internal  motives,  which  influence  the  man- 
ners of  fome  of  the  worthieft  perfons  in  this 
nation. 

But,  how  deficient  are  fuch  manners,  when 
compared  with  the  practice  of  the  real  chrif- 
tian ! that  chriftian,  who,  employing  his 
noblefl:  faculties  upon  their  noblefl:  objeff, 
fearches  for  himfelf,  into  the  lively  oracles 
of  God  ; and,  unfettered  by  human  articles, 
and  confeflions  of  faith,  explores  the  truths 
of  heaven,  with  intrepidity  and  zeal ; adopt- 
ing* as  his  creed,  whatever  appears  reafonable, 
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jufl,  and  good  ; and,  ever  labouring  to  adorn 
his  profeflion,  by  an  unblemished  life  and 
converfation. 

But  in  order  to  confirm,  beyond  all  pofiibi- 
lity  of  objection,  the  Superiority  of  the  chrif- 
tian  s motive,  permit  me  to  infill:  a little  on 
what  appears  to  be  a chriftian’s  creed.  Per- 
mit me,  firuck  with  the  bright  example  of 
a Savile,  bearing  teftimony  to  the  excellence 
of  the  principles  which  he  profeffes,  by  the 
excellence  of  his  practice,  to  trace  out  the 
lovely  form  of  true  religion,  and  to  delineate 
that  beauteous  train  of  virtues,  to  which  fhe 
gives  exigence,  by  her  more  than  magic  wand. 

True  religion,  the  religion  of  the  gofpel, 
is  founded  on  the  fohd  balls  of  found  reafon, 
and  uncontroverted  fad. 

She  leads  us  to  the  acknowledgment  of 
one  almighty  being,  the  author  of  all  na- 
ture, who  formed  us  from  the  dull  of  the 
earth;  whofe  providential  arm  fupports  our 
heps,  and  whofe  re-creative  powrer  will 
finally  raife  us  from  the  lleep  of  death,  if 
here  we  have  been  found  obedient  to  the  pre- 
cepts delivered  by  his  fervant  Jefus,  to  the 
pofiefiion  of  an  immortality  of  joy. 

In  her  appeals  to  man,  fhe  appeals  to  the 
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undemanding  and  the  heart.  She  difclaims 
the  aids  of  human  power  ; and,  although  fhe 
is  a friend  to  every  fignifkant  rite,  to  every 
decent  ceremony,  fhe  invokes  not  the  aftift- 
ance  of  fuperftition,  in  order  to  enable  her  to 
rule  the  vulgar  herd.  - 

She  calls  upon  us,  with  mod  perfuafive 
voice,  (a  voice,  to  which,  in  every  good  man’s 
heart,  a voice  is  heard  refponfive,)  to  wor- 
fhip  our  creator  in  fpirit  and  in  truth. 

She  has  not  indeed  fpeciftcally  recom- 
mended thofe  rites  and  ceremonies,  with 
which  fuch  worfhip  {hall  be  accompanied. 
She  permits  each  nation  to  adopt  thofe  forms, 
which  its  inhabitants  fhall  judge  to  be 
m oft  effe&ual,  towards  engaging  the  affec- 
tions in  her  fervice  and,  leaves  to  leffer 
communities  of  men,  the  unreftrained  liberty 
of  worfhipping  the  almighty,  in  whatever 
manner  they  fee  good. 

She  delineates  the  evil  tendencies  of  vice, 
the  probable  confequences  of  virtue,  with  all 
the  inchanting  energy  of  language ; and 
gives  a reality  to  every  virtue  fhe  inculcates, 
by  exemplifying  them  in  a living  pattern  of 
each  moral  excellence. 

As  the  weaknefs  and  folly  of  mankind 
. would 
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would  frequently  difpofe  them  to  fubftitutd 
fome  rite  or  empty  ceremony,  fome  mode  or 
myfterious  article  of  faith,  in  the  room  of 
that  righteous  practice,  which  a God  of 
righteoufnefs  only  can  approve;  die  in-* 
celfantly  allures  us,  that  in  vain  fhall  we  ex- 
pert that  the  gates  of  heaven  will  be  un- 
folded for  our  admittance,  unlefs  our  lives 
be  ornamented  with  each  heavenly  virtue. 

Nor  is  tile  facred  flame  which  animate* 
the  patriot,  unknown  to  the  profeffor  of  the 
gofpel.  Superior  to  the  fmiles  or  frowns  of 
fortune,  he  treads  the  paths  of  public  virtue 
with  determined  refolution ; and,  like  the 
amiable  founder  of  our  religion,  diffolves  in, 
tears,  at  the  profpe&of  the  impending  def- 
lation of  his  country. 

But  die  prefcribes,  as  the  great  effential 
duty  of  mankind,  a boundlefs  benevolence, 
an  unlimited  affection,  to  all  the  creatures  of 
our  common  parent ; and  recommends  the 
principle  of  fervent  love,  as  the  proper  mo-* 
tive,  or  incentive,  to  every  a&ion  fhe  ap- 
proves. 

She  exhorts  us  to  beat  down  the  fpirit  of 
pride,  which  caufes  us  to  infult  the  lowly 
fortune  of  our  lefs  happy  neighbour;  and  to 
redrain  the  paffion  and  refentment,  which 
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arife  from  a fenfe  of  the  injuries  inflicted  on 
us  by  wicked  and  unreafonable  men. 

She  forbids  us  to  glory  in  the  ferocity  of 
our  nature,  or  to  fteel  our  hearts  againft  the 
foft  fenfations  of  pity  and  compaffion.  She 
reprefents  to  us,  that  it  is  better  for  ourfelves, 
as  well  as  others,  that  our  hearts  ftiould 
overflow  with  the  milk  of  human  kindnefs, 
that  we  (hould  melt  at  every  tale  of  woe, 
than  poflefs  that  unfeeling  temper,  which 
forbids  us  to  rejoice  when  we  hear  the  voice 
of  joy  and  gladnefs,  which  with-holds  our 
tears  amidft  the  diftrefies  of  a creature  of 
like  paflions  with  ourfelves. 

She  teaches  us,  therefore,  that  although 
the  relations  of  . life  are  numerous,  yet  the 
common  bond  is  one.  That  bond  is  “ focial 
love.” 

A compliance  with  her  precepts  leads 
the  mind,  by  juft  gradations,  to  every  gra- 
tification, which  is  fuited  to  its  advancing 
nature.  It  opens  new  fcenes  of  enjoyment 
to  our  view,  and  renders  credible  a vaft  im- 
provement of  our  happinefs  in  the  next 
world,  by  the  adtual  enjoyment  of  a con- 
ftantly  improving  happinefs  in  this. 

III.  P Ob- 
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••  Obedience  to  her  mild,  her  gentle  fway, 
lubdues  each  fiercer  pafiion  of  our  nature,  re- 
fiores  peace  and  true  enjoyment  to  the  trou- 
bled mind,  draws  from  adverfity  its  fling, 
and  gives  to  profperity  its  trueft  plcafure,  the 
pleafure  of  ccnlcious  virtue,  the  perfuafion, 
nay  even  full  convidtion,  of  an  approving 
God. 

Go  now,  prefumptuous  priefl,  go  preach 
the  dodtrine  of  the  articles  ; a dodtrine,  inal- 
mofl  every  inflance,  oppofite  to  the  dodtrine 
thou  hafl  read.  The  daring  lpirit  of  infi- 
delity fhall  accompany  thy  progrefs ; mitred 
corruption  fhall  fit  enthroned  befide  thee; 
and  every  vice,  which  deforms  our  nature, 
fhall  be  found  in  thy  retinue.  Yet  go  on  fear- 
lefs  in  thy  courfe.  Inflated  with  pride,  mif- 
led  by  pafiion,  with  hypocrify  for  thy  guide, 
in  imitation  of  the  worft  of  popifh  faints ; 
in  oppofition  to  the  voice  of  reafon  and  the 
gofpel, and  in  defianceof  thy  own  convidtions, 
denounce  damnation,  and  fulminate  the  ever- 
lafling  terrors  of  avenging  heaven  againft  all, 
who  fhall  dare  to  differ  from  the  eflablifhed 
creed.  Be  the  god  of  confcience ; penetrate 
the  heart;  be  the  advocate  of  intolerance, 
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the  adversary  of  every  feheme  of  reformation. 
Be  the  patron  of  each  vice,  the  fcourge  of 
virtue,  the  enemy  of  thy  country,  the  enemy 
of  man.  The  wife  man  (hall  defpife  thee,  the 
friend  of  human  nature  fhall  detefl  thee,  but 
adminiftration  fhall  promote  thee  to  great 
honour,  and  the  epifcopal  bench  fhall  hail* 
with  fongs  of  gratulation,  thy  fuccefs. 


X. 

March  25,  1773. 

It  has  given  me  pleafure  to  obferve,  in 
the  public  papers,  that  all  traces  of  manly 
fpirit  and  fteady  refolution  are  not  yet  worn 
out  at  Cambridge.  The  conduct  of  Mr. 
Blackburne  of  Peterhoufe,  in  refufing  to  bear 
te ftimony  to  the  truth  of  the  athanafian 
creed  ; a creed,  which  every  profeffing  mem- 
ber of  the  church  of  England  avows  as  one 
'of  the  formularies  of  his  faith  ; at  the  fame 
time  that  it  does  honour  to  the  virtuous 
youth,  reflects  difgrace  upon  the  managers 
of  that  once  famous  univerfity,  who,  in 
their  late  jefuitical  fubfHtutiort  for  fubfcrip- 
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tion  to  the  articles,  ftill  continue  to  impofe 
it.  They  continue  to  impofe  it  againft  their 
better  knowledge;  at  a time,  when  it  is  ge- 
nerally believed,  that  not  a fingle  head  of 
an  houfe  has  the  effrontery  to  own  that  he 
believes  it. 

If  there  be  a religion  upon  earth  detec- 
table in  the  fight  of  the  almighty,  it  mud:  be 
that  religion  from  which  we  have  imperfectly 
reformed ; becaufe  it  is  a religion,  which, 
excluding  from  falvation  all  who  are  with- 
out its  pale,  breathes  the  baleful  fpirit  of 
mtoleiance  ,*  a fpirit,  molt  oppofed  to  the 
mild  and  gentle  fpirit  of  the  gotpel ; a 

fpirit,  ever  unfriendly  to  the  focial  interefts 
of  men. 

Urged  by  a zeal  in  favour  of  our  own 
perfuafions,  we  often  intemperately  inveigh 
againft  the  corrupted  doCtrines  of  antichrif- 
tian  Rome,  But  we  are  to  confider,  that 
the  corrupted;  of  its  doCtrines  may  l?e  re- 
jected, while  its  principle  of  unholy  domina- 
tion over  the  confidences  of  men  is  retained 
in  fulled  force. 

Midakes  of  individuals,  of  churches,  and 
of  nations,  in  points  of  doCtrine,  we  truft. 
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are  venial  j but  the  fpirit  of  intolerance, 
wherever  found,  muft  furely  be  odious  in 
the  fight  of  heaven.  The  people  whofe 
creeds,  whofe  liturgy,  whofe  laws  fhall 
breathe  this  fpirit,  are  ftill  immerfed  in  the 
thickeft  gloom  of  popery.  Such  is  the  ftate 
of  many  of  the  nations  which  furround  us  ; 
and,  while  the  creed  of  Athanafius  is  efta- 
bliihed  by  law,  the  kingdoms  to  which  we 
belong,  cannot  be  fuccefsfully  vindicated 
from  bearing  a fhare  in  this  reproach. 

The  opinions  avowed  in  this  famous  for- 
mulary, indeed  appear  fo  abhorrent  from 
right  reafon,  as  well  as  the  exprefs  authority 
of  fcripture,  that  much  art  and  pains  have 
been  employed,  by  ingenious  men,  to  explain 
its  fenfe,  in  terms  lefs  offenlive  to  the  ra- 
tional inquit  er  ; as  well  as  to  foften  the  effu- 
fions  of  worfe  than  fatanical  fpleen,  into  a 
fpirit  more  agreeable  to  the  benevolent  ge- 
nius of  the  gofpel.  But  the  event  has  always 
mocked  their  toils.  This  monflrous  doc- 
trine is  laid  down  with  a precifion,  which,  on 
another  fubjetf:,  would  be  worthy  of  our  ad- 
miration ; and  the  denunciations  of  divine 
vengeance,  as  well  as  the  formulary  of  fub- 
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fcription  to  them,  are  expreffed  with  fuch  a 
powerful  energy  of  language,  as  fimplicity 
cannot  miftake,  or  jefuitry  itfelf  elude.  The 
conjequence  is  unavoidable , while  the  terms 
in  which  we  exprefs  our  a dent  to  this  con- 
fefipn  are  equally  ftrong,  withthofein  which 
we  exprefs  our  belief  in  the  fcriptures,  them- 
felves,  tne  adversaries  of  opr  religion,  who 
aie  not  interested  in  our  nice  distinctions, 
will  fuppofe,  that  we  believe  them  both, 

. with  an  equal  fervour  of  approbation  j and, 
fiom  the  zeal  with  which  we  contend  for 
ine  continuance  of  fubfeription  to  this  for- 
mulary, will  naturally  conclude,  that  we  are 
a&uated  by  the 'fame  infernal  fpirit,  which 
informed  the  mind  of  the  perfon  who  com- 
pofed  it. 

But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  main-r 
tained,  that  the  dodtrines  of  this  creed  are 
too  abfurd  to  be  believed,  and  the  execra- 
tions which  it  fo  liberally  pours  forth  upon 
its  impugners,  are  too  horrible  to  be  under-? 
flood  in  the  primary  meaning  of  the  terms  ; 
and  if,  in  ponfequence  of  this  convidiion,  it 
}s  contended  that  a latitude  muft  be  allow- 
ed in  the  interpretation  of  the  formulary  o'f 
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afifent  to  it ; we  muft  reply,  that  all  fuch 
attempts,  from  whatever  motive  they  pro- 
ceed, are  altogether  unjudifiable,  inafmuch 
as  they  have  an  obvious  tendency  to  leffen 
the  force  of  thofe  obligations,  which,  in 
matters  of  religion,  fhould  be  ever  facred 
and  inviolable.  The  language  of  truth  is 
ever  fimple  and  confident  and  the  friends 
of  truth  fhould  ever  proceed,  by  diredt  and 
undifguifed  deps,  to  the  accomplishment  of 
their  purpofe.  If  the  fentiments  of  the  na- 
tion have  varied  with  refpedt  to  the  fenfe  of 
Athanafius,  dnce  the  time  of  the  reforma- 
tion, let  the  nation  declare  this  change  in 
its  fentiments,  in  unequivocal  language, 
the  language  of  the  laws  ; if,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  majority  are  perfuaded  that 
4t  whoever  will  be  faved,  mud  hold  the  ca- 
tholic faith,”  as  this  favourite  fupporter 
of  a papal  hierarchy  hath  defined  it,  let  us 
honedly  confefs,  that  the  dodlrine  of  into- 
lerance is  the  genuine  dodlrine  of  the  eng- 
lidi  church  ; nor  let  us,  any  longer,  with 
hypocritical  zeal,  labour  to  infix  this  note 
of  reprobation  on  the  front  of  the  roman 
pontiff,  when  the  mark  of  the  bead  is  fo 
apparent  on  our  own. 
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XL 

July  29,  1773. 

I have  always  accudomed  myfelf  to 
look  upon  the  date,  as  a kind  of  larger 
tamily •,  in  which  kings,  minibers,  and 
prieds,  are  to  be  efleemed  in  the  light 
of  fervants,  who  are  commidioned,  by  the 
people,  to  execute  thofe  various  offices  and 
truds,  which  the  general  wifdom  hath  jn- 
ftituted,  for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  the 
general  good. 

Upon  this  idea,  a folution  may  be  afforded 
to  many  intereding  quedions,  which  it  has 
always  been  the  practice  of  datefmen  and 
high- churchmen  to  keep  involved  in  deep 
obfcurity. 

Thus,  if  it  he  demanded,  in  what  cir- 
cumdances  doth  the  kingly  power  or  au- 
thority expire  ? the  anfwer  is  plain  : when 
the  people  no  longer  think  him  worthy  of 
their  confidence  and  favour.  Let  us  con- 
fider  the  cafe  of  a private  family.  Doth 
the  fervant  claim  a right  of  holding  his  da- 
don,  when  his  mad?r  hath  jud  reafon  to  be 
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diffatisfied  with  his  fervice  ? and,  is  not  that 
matter  exclufively  the  judge,  whether  the 
Tervant  executes  his  office  with  fidelity,  and 
zeal  ? 

It  cannot  be  urged,  as  an  objection  to  this 
do&rine,  that  danger  may  arife  of  civil  com- 
motions, from  the  prevalence  of  fuch  opi- 
nion of  the  delegated  truft  of  kingfhip. 
The  difcarding  of  a monarch  will  not  be 
attempted,  unlefs  in  times  of  general  diffa- 
tisfafrion  3 when  the  royal  conduct  has  been 
diftinguifhed  by  notorious,  and  frequently 
repeated,  a£ts  of  tyranny  and  oppreffion.  In 
fuch  circumttances,  who  would  not  behold 
with  tranfport,  the  tyrant  tumbling  headlong 
from  the  throne  ? who  would  not  confider 
the  voice  of  the  people,  which  configns  him 
to  the  punifhment  of  a traitor,  as  the  voice 
of  God  ? 

The  cafe  is  the  fame  with  refpe£t  to  the 
clergy  of  a kingdom.  Intrufted  with  the 
morals  of  a people,  inverted  with  peculiar 
privileges,  endowed  with  revenues  almoft 
princely,  they  are  under  indifpenfable  obli- 
gations, faithfully  and  confcientioufly,  to  dis- 
charge thejr  truft.  Of  the  nature  of  this 


( ,2l3  ) 

trull,  every  perfon  may  form  a juft  idea,  if 
he  refleas  upon  the  folemn  manner,  in 
which  every  clergyman  in , the  kingdom 
enters' upon  his  charge.  The  mode  of  pro- 
cedure is  as  follows. 

After  the  candidate  hath,  in  the  fight  of 
God,  and  of  his  congregation,  declared  his 
l -iention  to  fearch  the  facred  writings,  and 
hath  bound  himfelf,  by  the  ftrongeft  obli- 
gations, to  deliver  nothing,  as  of  heavenly 
original,  but  \vliat  he  himieif  ihall  be  per— 
luaded  is  read,  or  may  be  proved  from  the 
fci  iptures,  the  bifliop,  at  the  fame  time, 
delivering  a new  Teftament  into  his  hand, 
thus  confers  the  important  charge : “ Re- 
ceive thou  authority  to  read  and  preach  the 
word  of  God.’* 

My  lord  bifliop,  of  London,  I addrefs 
myfelf  to  you.  Is  itpoflible,  confcientioufly, 
to  execute  this  truft,  while  the  thirty-nine 
articles  of  the  church  of  England  continue 
to  be  lubfcribed  in  the  prefence  of  yourfelf 
and  brethren  ? Is  it  poflible  to  fearch  the 
rcriptures,  with  earneftnefs  and  zeal,  while 
the  obligation  to  interpret  them,  according 
to  a prefcribed  formulary,  remains  in  force  ? 
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Is  it  poffible,  fuccefsfully,  to  oppofe  the  in- 
fidel, while  the  chriflian  warrior  is  obliged 
to  fight  in  armour,  which  he  hath  not 
proved  ? Is  it  probable,  that  the  man  will 
continue  to  read  the  fcriptures  with  fatis- 
fadtion,  who  fufpedts  that,  in  a Tingle  in- 
fiance,  they  are  in  oppofition  to  the  efta- 
blifhed  creed  ? And,  will  it  not,  laflly,  fol- 
low, as  an  inevitable  confequence,  that  the 
dodlrine  preached  to  the  people,  will  be  a 
mongrel  dodlrine,  an  unholy  dodlrine,  the 
word  of  man,  and  not  the  word  of  God  ? 

I befeech  you,  for  a moment,  my  lord, 
to  flop,  in  your  furious  career,  and  weigh  . 
the  natural  tendency  of  your  oppofition  to 
the  friends  of  the  uncorrupted  gofpel  of 
your  mailer.  The  people,  defrauded  of  their 
flipulated  right,  defrauded  of  that  fpiritual 
food>  for  which  they  give  fo  large  a portion 
of  their  earthly  fubflance  in  exchange,  will 
withdraw  that  fubflance;  and  feek  fuch 
guides,  as,  being  under  no  temptation  to 
falfify  or  prevaricate,  may  rightly  divide  the 
, word  of  truth.  You  will  not  furely  difpute 
the  authority  of  the  people,  in  this  inflance, 
for,  while  they  pay  you  for  your  fervice,  they 
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are,  and  mutt  be  ultimately,  the  judges  of 
the  manner  in  which  you  perform  your 
duty.  With  refped  to  the  fad,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  public  fentiment  of  your  con- 
duit, the  irreligion  of  the  times,  and  theetti- 
mation  in  which  the  clergy  are,  in  general, 
held  by  the  laity,  too  plainly  declare,  that 
the  facred  trutt  repofed  in  them  by  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  is  unfaithfully  difeharged. 

But,  when  men  are  fo  feverely  cenfured, 
it  is  but  fair  to  hear  them  in  their  turn. 
The  fervant,  accufed  by  his  matter  of  a 
breach  of  trutt,  has  an  equitable  claim  to 
be  heard  with  candour  and  compaffion,  in 
his  own  defence.  But  I am  inclined  to 
think,  that  the  only  defence  which  the 
clergy,  in  decency,  can  make,  will  not  re- 
hed  much  honour  on  their  brethren  in  the 
higher  ttations  of  the  church,  who  lately 
had  the  opportunity  of  removing  the  griev- 
ance : for,  though  invited  to  the  work,  in 
the  manner  they  had  themfelves  prefcribed, 
with  peculiar  circumttances  of  the  bafett 
treachery,  withdrew  the  helping  hand. 

The  clergy  then  of  thefe  kingdoms,  ar- 
raigned at  the  bar  of  the  impartial  public, 

and 


( 221  ) 

and  required  to  give  anfwer,  why  they  are 
remifs  and  indolent  in  the  difcharge  of  their 
duty;  and  why  vice  and  infidelity  fo  much 
abound,  when  the  revenues  of  the  church 
are  daily,  are  hourly,  augmenting  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom  ? the  clergy,  I fay, 
reafonably  plead  in  their  excufe  the  want 
of  that  liberty,  with  which  Chrift  hath 
made  them  free;  they  plead  the  want  of 
that  liberty  to  which,  as  proteftants,  they 
have  an  indifputable  claim ; and  which,  if 
indulged  by  the  laws,  would  enable  them  t® 
affail,  with  force  irrefiftible,  the  ftrongeft 
holds  of  infidelity ; and,  at  length,  to  dif- 
fufe  the  light  of  chriftian  knowledge ; to 
propagate  the  practice  of  thofe  moral  vir- 
tues, with  which  the  happinefs  of  indivi- 
duals, and  of  nations,  is  infeparably  joined. 




> \ 

XII. 

August  12,  1773. 

In  my  laft  number,  I declared  an  inten- 
tion of  offering  my  reflections  upon  the 
cafe  of  a virtuous  and  learned  youth,  who, 
in  January  laft,  was  refufed  a degree  at 
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the  univerfi  ty  of  Cambridge.  I now  fit 
down  to  perform  my  engagement  to  the 
public.  In  the  profecution  of  my  purpofe, 
a regard  to  facred  truth  fhall  guide  every 
movement  of  my  pen.  For,  ardently  as  I 
wilb  to  promote  the  caufe  of  liberty,  I 
tr  ,,  I lhall  ever  difdain  to  promote  it,  at 
>ne  expence  of  integrity  and  honour. 

But,  in  order  to  form  an  accurate  judg- 
ment of  this  tranfa&ion,  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  refer  to  fome  preceding  fadts. 

* It  appeared  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, who  fpoke,  in  the  debate  of  Fe- 
bruary 6,  1772,  upon  the  merits  of  the  cle- 
rical petition,  that  the  difienters  ought  to 
be  relieved  from  the  impofition  of  fubfcrip- 
tion  ; and,  that  the  pradlice  fhould  be  abo- 
lifhed  at  both  the  univerfi  ties. 

In  confequence  of  the  general  perfualion 
of  the  impropriety  of  the  requifition,  the 
duke  of  Grafton  and  the  bilhop  of  Pe- 
terborough, wrote  to  the  reverend  Dr. 
Brown,  the  vice-chancellor  of  Cambridge, 
alluring  him,  that  it  was  the  wifh  of  the 
friends  of  the  univerfi  ty,  that  l'ubfcription 

to 


( 223  ) 

to  the  thirty- nine  articles  of  the  church  of 
England,  at  leaH,  as  far  as  refpe&ed  all 
lay  degrees,  fliould  not  any  longer  be  re- 

A gentleman  of  chara&er,  and  confider- 
able  Handing,  in  the  univeriity,  obferving 

r 

the  difpofition  of  the  refident  members  to 
be  inclined  to  a relaxation,  propofed  a grace 
for  the  appointment  of  a committee  to 
draw  up  a Hate  of  the  cafe ; and  to  confult 
counfel  about  the  power  of  effecting  the 
alteration ; as  doubts  had  arifen  whether 
Hatutes,  which,  in  their  formation,  feemed 
to  have  a mixture  of  royal  authority,  could 
be  refcinded  without  a formal  application 
to  the  king. 

An  account  of  the  illiberal  treatment 
that  gentleman  met  with,  from  the  vice- 
chancellor,  and  fome  of  the  heads  of  houfes, 
would  fwell  my  narrative  beyond  all  rea- 
fonable  bounds.  Let  it  fuffice  to  obferve, 
that,  after  much  altercation,  a grace  did 
actually  pafs  the  houfe,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a committee ; that  the  cafe  was 
Hated  ; that  Mr.  Thnrlow,  Mr.  Wedder- 
burne,  Mr.  Jackfon,  and  Mr.  CuH,  were 
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confulted  upon  the  fubjedtj  that  the  laft 
gentleman  had  doubts  about  the  power, 
but  that  the  three  former  were  clear  and 
exprefs  in  their  opinion,  that  academical 
fubfcription,  in  every  inftance  wherein  it 
was  now  required,  could  be  utterly  abo- 
lilhed  by  a vote  of  the  fenate  of  Cambridge, 
My  readers  will  now  expedt  to  hear 
that  this  iniquitous,  and  more  than  papis- 
tical impofition,  was  immediately  removed. 

But,  an  intervening  event  had  caufed  a 
great  alteration  in  the  fentiments  of  the 
univerlity. 

Much  time  had  elapfed,  between  the  de- 
claration of  the  duke  of  Grafton,  and  the 
report  of  the  counfel,  to  whom  the  univer- 
fity  had  appplied. 

In  this  interval,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  diifenters  had  been  reje&ed  in  the  houfe 
of  lords. 

The  intolerant  fpirit  now  broke  out  in  all 
its  fury.  It  now  was  the  general  cry,  that 
the  univerlity  would  be  ruined  by  an  influx 
of  the  diifenters.  It  was  refolved,  that 
fubfcription,  even  in  the  cafe  of  the  firft 
degree,  Should  hill  be  rigoroully  infilled 
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On ; and  further  regulations  were  talked  of, 
tending  to  drive  the  diflenters  intirely  from 
the  univerfity. 

When,  therefore,  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  with 
his  ufual  fairnefs,  propofed  his  ten  graces ; 
all  of  them,  (that  for  the  relief  of  the  mu- 
ficians  not  excepted,)  were  rejected. 

The  political  party  at  Cambridge,  viz. 
the  apoftate  whigs,  when  they  faw  the 
faces  of  many  of  the  perfons,  who  came 
from  a diftance  to  vote  againft  the  grace, 
feemed  now  to  be  feized  with  fome  com- 
pundion  ; they  had  kept  aloof  in  the  con- 
troverfy,  but  faw,  with  a kind  of  in- 
ftindive  horror,  the  tory  tribe,  who  came, 
in  troops,  to  bear  their  testimony  to  the 
good  old  caufe  •,  and,  although  they  had 
left  the  field,  upon  the  day  of  trial,  yet 
they  now  began  to  be  concerned,'  forfooth, 
for  the  credit  of  the  univerfity,  and  cried 
out,  that  after  fo  great  an  apparatus,  fome- 
thing,  or  rather  the  appearance  of  forne- 
thing,  mud  be  done. 

In  a junto,  therefore,  of  the  vice-chan- 
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cellor,  and  fome  other  perfons,  whofe 
names  I fliall  not  mention,  at  the  prefent 
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juncture,  the  following  declaration  was  de- 
vifed,  as  a fubfiitution  for  fubfcription  to 
the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church  of 
England,  in  the  cafe  of  candidates  for  the 
firft  degree  in  arts  ; and  a grace  for  its  esta- 
blishment, at  the  infiance  of  the  vice-chan- 
cellor, pafied  the  fenate  : 

“ I do  declare,  that  I am,  “ bona  fide,” 
a member  of  the  church  of  England,  as  hy 
law  eftabli filed.” 

Upon  the  firfi  appearance,  it  may  feem 
probable,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
grace-makers,  that  the  old  fubfcription  of 
afient  to  the  dodrines  of  the  church  of 
England,  fiiould  be  fuperfeded,  by  the  re- 
quisition of  a declaration  of  conformity  to 
its  forms  of  worfiiip. 

But,  if  this  were  their  intention,  the 
queftion  is  afked,  why  did  they  not  chufe 
the  parliamentary  form  to  which  all  fel- 
lows of  colleges  are,  at  prefent,  required 
to  fubfcribe,  and  which  runs  as  follows  : 

" I A.  B.  do  declare,  that  I will  con- 
form to  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, as  it  is  now  by  law  efiablifiied.” 
This  is  a declaration  which  alludes  to  a plain 
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fad,  viz.  the  ad  of  appearing  at,  and  con- 
forming to  the  eftabihhed  worfhip  ; and* 
the  legiflature  prefumes,  that  the  perfon 
confenting  is  a member  of  the  church  of 
England,  without  further  ceremony.  But 
this  would  not  ferve  the  purpofe  of  our 
fuhtile  fubfcriptionifts. 

The  words,  “ I am,  bona  fide,  a mem- 
ber of  the  church  of  England,”  may  be 
made  to  imply  more  than  a mere  confor- 
mity to  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, as  by  law  ehablifhed  ; and,  therefore* 
if  the  new  form  could  be  turned  in  fuch 
a manner,  that  the  youth*  at  the  time 
of  fubfcribing,  might  underhand  it  as  a 
iimple  declaration  of  conformity  to  the  e- 
ftabliihed  worlhip,  and  the  impofers,  after- 
wards, interpret  it,  as  implying  an  appro- 
bation of  the  eftablilhed  dodrine,  viz.  the 
thirty-nine  articles,  the  caufe  of  religious 
defpotifm  would  fcarcely  fuffer  from  the 
change.  But,  it  may  be  faid,  it  is  uncan- 
did  to  impute  this  iniquitous  defign,  to  the 
fabricators  of  this  obnoxious  grace,  and 
that  we  ought  to  take  them  at  their  words ; 
for,  in  private  converfa'tion  with  the  anti- 
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fubfcriptionills,  they  have  frequently  ex* 
plained  themfelves,  as  if  they  intended  no- 
thing, but  a declaration  of  conformity. 
But  lfill  the  queftion  recurs.  Gentlemen  of 
the  junto,  when  a parliamentary  form  was 
before  you,  why  did  you  not  exprefs  your- 
felves  in  the  cu  Horn  ary  language  of  law  ? 

But,  that  you  meant  more  than  you 
ehofe  to  exprefs,  is  apparent  from  the  fol- 
lowing fadts. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1773,  Mr. 
Thomas  Blackburne,  fludent  of  St.  Peter’s 
college,  having  palled  the  ufual  examina- 
tion in  his  own  fociety,  and  in  the  fenate- 
houfe,  applied  for  the  degree  of  bachelor 
in  arts,  and  was  rejedted. 

His  tehimenials  and  qualifications  were 
as  follow 

At  the  clofe  of  the  examination,  in  his 
own  college,  the  mailer  figned  a paper, 
importing,  that  Mr.  Blackburne,  with  two 
other  perfons,  had  refided,  for  the  major 
part  of  fuch  a number  of  terms,  as  the  11a- 
tute  requires. 

A grace  for  his  degree  was  then  palled 
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in  college,  which  implies  an  approbation 
of  his  moral  conduct,  and  proficiency  in 
learning. 

He  appears  in  the  fenate-houfe,  at  the 
cuilomary  hours  of  examination  j and,  as 
he  was  a youth  who  had  greatly  diftin- 
guifiied  himfelf,  in  all  the  previous  exer- 
cifes,  is  particularly  noticed  during  the 
time  of  trial. 

He  pafies  through  that  trial  with  ap- 
plaufe ; and,  in  the  judgment  of  the  mo- 
derators and  all  the  examiners,  is  declared 
worthy  of  one  of  the  firft  honours,  which 
the  univerfity  is  wont  to  bellow,  upon  ap- 
proved merit. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  examination,  when 
nothing  now  remained,  but  what  is  too 
frequently  regarded  as  a mere  form  and 
ceremony,  the  confcientious  young  man 
hints  to  the  mailer  and  tutor  of  his  college, 
his  objections  to  the  declaration  in  queftion, 
and  delivers,  into  their  hands,  the  follow- 
ing declaration : 

“ I,  Thomas  Blackburne,  do  hereby  de- 
clare my  full  perfuafion  of  the  truth  of  the 
chriftian  religion,  as  exhibited  in  the  fcrip- 
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tuics  ; that  I have  hitherto  communicated 
with  the  eftabliihed  church,  and  have  no 
prefent  intention  of  communicating  with 
any  other.” 

His  “ fupplicat,”  or  petition,  for  his  de- 
gree, is  next  prefented  to  the  caput ; the 
fubfcription  book  is  called  for  j and,  his 
name  not  appearing  in  its  place,  the  vice- 
chancellor  refufes  to  read  his  fupplicat, 
and  lip  is,  confequently,  repelled  from  his 
degree. 

It  is  in  vam  for  the  parties  concerned  in 
the  rejedtion  to  urge,  that  as  the  regulation 
Hands  at  prefent,  Mr.  Blackburne  is  fla- 
tutably  rejedted.  The  question  is  alked, 
and  it  is  a queftion  which  cannot  be  an- 
swered to  the  honour  of  the  univerlity, 
why  was  not  a grace  immediately  pro- 
ppfed  for  the  amendment  of  this  unformal 
regulation,  as  a fadt  had  (hewn,  that  it  was 
Capable  of  being  interpreted  in  a fenfe,  dif- 
ferent from  that,  which  the  impofers  them-, 
felves  would  be  underflood  to  mean  ? 

There  would  have  been  a peculiar  pro- 
priety  in  the  paffing  of  fuch  an  amending 
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o-race,  as  more  than  one  cf  the  former 

to 

grace-makers  were  then  in  the  caput. 

But,  humanity,  integrity,  and  honour, 
in  vain,  pleaded  in  behalf  of  the  confcien- 
tious  fufferer.  He  is  now  retired  from  the 
univerlity : and,  after  near  four  years  refi- 
dence,  after  he  had  done  credit  to  his  college 
and  his  friends,  by  a remarkably  fteady,  and 
uncommonly  virtuous  demeanor ; after  he 
had  been  honoured  by  inconteftible  marks 
of  academical  approbation,  with  refpedt  to 
his  literary  accomplifhments,  he  is  com- 
pelled to  reiign  the  fruits  of  his  many  la- 
bours, and  to  retire  from  the  univerfity, 
as  if  unworthy  of  its  favours. 

The  circumftances  of  the  cafe  are  more 
aggravating,  as  a degree  was  fome  days  af- 
terwards conferred  upon  two  perfons,  a 
certificate  for  whofe  fufficiency  in  learning, 
one,  if  not  both,  of  the  moderators  had 
refufed  to  fign. 

And  the  confequences  are  fiill  more  to 
be  lamented,  as  a fellowfhip  hath  lately 
fallen  in  his  college,  to  which  there  is  every 
reafon  to  fuppofe  Mr.  Blackburne  would 
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fiicceed,  if  he  could  be  perfuaded,  for  a 
moment,  to  let  go  his  integrity. 

Such  is  the  encouragement  that  fobriety, 
learning,  and  regard  to  each  confcientious 
principle,  lately  met  with  in  the  protef- 
tant  univerfity  of  Cambridge  \ * 

\ 

p*  Mr . Elackburne,  was  the  fecond  fon  of  the  reverend 
archdeacon  Elackburne.  He  was  born  February  15, 
175°?  and  educated  under  the  reverend  and  learned 
Anthony  Temple,  mailer  of  the  grammar- fchool  of 
Richmond,  in  Yorkshire.  From  thence  he  was  re- 
moved to  the  charter-houfe,  on  the  nomination  of  the 
late  marquis  or  Rockingham  j and  after  two  years 
fpent  in  that  excellent  feminary,  was  admitted  a fcholar 
pf  St  Peter’s  college,  Cambridge.  Being  refufed  his 
degree  in  arts  by  the  univerfity,  under  the  circumRances 
Rated  in  the  preceding  paper,  he  directed  his  iludies 
to  p hylic,  and  purfued  them  at  Edinburgh  and  London. 
He  took  his  degree  of  dodtor  of  phyfic  at  Edinburgh  in 
September,  1775,  writing  his  tbefis  “ de  medici  inRi- 
tutis.”  Sometime  in  1777,  he  fettled  at  Durham  ; and 
was,  afterwards,  eledled  a fellow  of  the  royal  fociety  in 
London.  His  pradlice  at  Durham  was  extenfive  and 
fuccefsful.  He  died  there,  June  23,  1782,  in  the  thirty- 
third  year  of  his  age,  beloved,  honoured,  and  lamented  ; 
and  his  memory  will  be  long  refpedled  there,  on  account 
of  his  profeflional  abilities,  his  learning  in  other  bran- 
ches of  fcience,  his  urbanity  of  manners  in  general,  and 
his  benevolence  to  the  poor  and  diRrefl'ed  around  him* 
See  Gent.  Mag.  voh  lii.  p.  358.  and  375.] 
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XIII. 

November  18,  1773. 

As  there  is  a fociety,  actually  fubfifting 
in  this  kingdom,  which  profeffes,  for  its 
end  and  aim,  “ the  propagation  of  the 
o-ofpel,”  it  never  can  be  unfeafonable  to 
offer  a few  confiderations,  upon  a fubjeCt 
fo  important. 

The  word  of  prophecy  hath  affured  us, 
that  thp  religion  of  the  gofpel,  will,  one 
day,  be  extended  to  every  region  of  the 
habitable  world ; and  that  the  earth  will, 
gt  length,  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  Lord. 

And,  if  we  are  pofTeffed  of  the  proper 
temper  and  qualifications,  it  is  an  ambi- 
tion truly  noble,  to  aim  at  being  inftru- 
mental  in  the  production  of  this  great  event. 

But,  as  there  is  no  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  this  intention  of  the  almighty  will  be 
•effeded,  by  a fecond  interpofition  from  hea- 
ven ; as  the  ufe  of  force,  is  diametrically 
oppofed  to  the  mild  and  gentle  fpirit  of  the 
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gofpel  j as  the  arts  of  political  contrivance, 
are  totally  abhorrent  from  its  abfolute  fim- 
piicity,  and  guilelefs  nature;  we  may  reft 
affured,  that  a religion,  which  aims  at 
erecting  her  eternal  throne  upon  the  ruins 
of  every  preceding  eftablifhment,  muft  at- 
tain her  purpofe,  by  vifibly  difplaying,  in 
the  fight  of  nations,  the  tranfcendent  ex- 
cellency of  her  native  charms. 

It  certainly  muft  be  acknowledged,  that, 
if  the  righteous  principles,  and  exemplary 
practice  of  individuals,  have  fuch  an  imme- 
diate tendency  to  promote  the  caufe  of 
truth,  the  combined  virtues  of  a nation 
may  be  yet  more  efficacious,  in  extending 
the  knowledge  of  the  gofpel  to  thofe  re- 
gions, which  ftill  are  ftrangers  to  its  power. 

But  the  religious  principles  of  fuch  a na- 
tion, muft,  by  no  means,  reft  upon  the  bafis 
of  precarious  docftrines,  and  myfterious  for- 
mularies of  faith,  the  notorious  offspring 
of  prieftly  deipotifm,  and  political  device. 
Nor  muft  its  manners  be  molded  by  the 
prevailing  maxims  of  the  wifdom  of  this 
world.  And,  therefore,  in  the  prefent 
$ate  of  our  national  manners  and  religious. 
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polity,  fuch  honour,  and  fuch  glory,  can-' 
not  be  expeded  to  become  the  portion  of 
the  kingdom  to  which  we  belong. 

In  the  place  of  that  celeftial  form  of  true 
religion,  which,  as  we  read  the  gofpel  page, 
feems,  with  inviting  afped,  to  allure  us  to 
the  worihip  of  our  creator  in  flmplicity  and 
truth,  the  almighty  has  differed  us,  for  our 
fins,  to  fubftitute  an  hideous  phantom, 
whofe  lineaments  too  plainly  difclofe  the 
foul  original  from  which  it  fprang. 

Inftead  of  the  pradice  of  every  public, 
and  of  every  private  virtue,  a fpirit  of 
luxury  ; a fpirit  of  profligacy ; a fpirit  of 
infidelity,  hath  gone  through  the  land. 
But  the  time  would  fail  me,  were  I to  at- 
tempt to  delineate,  in  the  moft  general 
terms,  the  diffolute  manners,  and  porten- 
tous proftitution,  alas  ! too  vifible  in  every 
divifion  of  fociety,  in  every  order  of  the 
ffate. 

And,  although  the  clergy  of  thefe  king- 
doms, by  reafon  of  a variety  of  caufes,  are 
prevented  from  bearing  a confpicuous  part 
in  the  fafliionable  vices  of  the  times ; yet 
the  general  fufpicion  of  their  infmcerity 
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and  prevarication,  in  fubfcribing  to  the 
eftablifhed  doctrines  of  our  church,  in  a 
peculiar  manner,  difqualifies  them  from 
difcharging  the  various  parts  of  their  im- 
portant truft,  either  with  advantage  to  the 
public,  or  with  comfort  to  themfelves. 

While  lincerity  and  good  faith  in  con- 
trail's are  efleemed  to  be  neceffary  virtues 
in  iociety,  an  avowed  indifference  to  the 
evident  intention  of  a declaration,  authen- 
ticated by  the  folemn  fubfcription  of  the 
hand,  muff,  with  irreliflible  force,  oppofe 
itielf  to  the  teacher’s  influence,  however 
earned;  he  may  appear  in  the  difcharge  of 
his  duty  ; as  it  utterly  deflroys  all  reliance 
upon  the  veracity  of  the  perfon,  who  thus 
profeffes  to  trifle  with  an  obligation  of  fuch 
high  importance. 

The  proper  officeof  a clergyman  of  the 
church  of  England,  is,  if  I rightly  underhand 
it,  to  minifler  to  the  congregation,  to  which 
he  fhall  be  lawfully  appointed,  according 
to  a form  of  prayer,  prefcribed  by  adt  of 
parliament;  and,  to  preach  the  gofpel  of 
Jefus  Chriff,  according  to  a formulary, 
prefcribed  by  the  fame  authority. 
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In  order  to  be  qualified  for  preferment  in 
this  church,  it  is  injoined,  that  eveiy  mi- 
nifter  fliall  teftify,  by  the  fubfcription  of 
his  hand,  that  he  believes  theie  is  nothing 
contained  in  the  book  of  common  prayer, 
contrary  to  fcripture ; and,  that  he  is  per- 
fuaded,  that  all  and  every  of  the  thirty-nine 
articles,  are  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God. 

For  the  purpofe  of  greater  folemnity,  the 
clergy  are  injoined  to  read  this  form  of 
prayer,  with  the  thirty-nine  articles  of  re- 
ligion, within  a Fated  time,  after  induction 
into  a benefice  ; and,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
congregation,  again  to  declare  their  full, 
intire,  and  unreferved  aflent  to  whatever 
do&rines  they  contain. 

Thefe  folemn  and  reiterated  declarations 
certainly  muft  be  conftrued,  in  the  eflima- 
tion  of  every  man  of  honour  and  veracity, 
as  obligatory  upon  the  perfons  who  fubmit 
to  them ; and  the  fame  fophiflry,  and  de- 
lufive  rhetoric,  which  would  perfuade  a 
man  that  it  is  allowable  to  accept  preferment, 
while  he  entertains  doubts  of  the  truth  of 
the  articles,  or  of  their  conformity  with 
fcripture,  would  alfo  lead  him  to  conclude, 
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that  he  can,  without  impiety,  take  the  oath, 
of  allegiance  to  the  perfon  of  the  fovereign, 
when  he  is  perfuaded  his  crown  is  not  his 
rightful  property  or,  that  he  might,  with 
perfect  honour  and  good  faith,  declare,  that 
he  will  fupport  him  with  his  life  and  for- 
tune, at  the  very  inftant  he  is  engaged  in 
fch ernes  for  the  fubveriion  of  his  govern- 
ment. 

The  contrariety  between  the  known  opi- 
nions, and  fubfcribed  declarations,  of  fome 
of  the  mod;  learned  of  the  clergy,  at  length, 
has  raided  a general  fufpicion  in  the  laity  of 
England,  that  the  clergy,  who  affedt  the 
character  of  orthodoxy,  for  interefled  pur- 
pofes,  diffemble  their  convictions  ; and,  that 
the  late-  remonflrants  have  only  ingenuouily 
confefled  them. 

The  confequences  are  obvious,  they  are 
indeed  too  melancholy  to  be  iniided  on, 
and  much  do  I lament,  as  an  effedt  of  this 
prevailing  opinion  of  the  prevarication,  of 
what  is  impioufly  filled  “ the  facred  order,” 
that  the  labours  of  the  clergy  are  become 
an  ineffectual  barrier  to  that  torrent  of  infi- 
delity and  profligacy,  which  now  threatens 
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to  overwhelm  us.  Much  do  I fear,  from 
fome  late  movements,  left  the  legislature 
fhould,  in  time,  be  induced  to  declare  the 
order  itfelf,  an  ufelefs  burden  to  the  ftate. 

It  is  not  my  defign  to  demon ftrate  that 
the  articles  of  the  church  of  England,  are 
at  variance  with  God’s  written  word.  It  is 
a fufficient  argument  for  an  unanimous  pe- 
tition of  the  clergy  to  the  legislature,  for 
the  abolition  of  fubfcription  to  them,  that 
in  the  minds  of  an  enlightened  laity,  they 
are  generally  efteemed  fo.  We  have  heard 
them  arraigned,  in  the  moft  foiemn  affembly 
of  this  nation,  as  contrary  to  fcripture,  as 
Shocking  to  rational  believers.  By  many 
they  have  been  declared  to  be  full  of  horror, 
and  blafphemy;  and  our  prelates  them- 
felves,  by  a filence  which  would  be  highly 
criminal,  if  they  thought  them  gofpel  ve- 
rities, confefs  the  juftice  of  this  charge. 

But,  the  conduct  of  the  adverfaries  of  the 
righteous  claims  of  the  petitioning  and  dif- 
fenting  clergy,  is  equivalent  to  a thoufand 
demonftrations.  The  evafions,  wh’ich  the 
writers  in  fupport  of  fubfcription  have  fug-- 
gefted,  plainly  imply,  that  th®  articles,  con- 
sidered 
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fidered  in  themfelves,  are  utterly  indefenr 
lible ; and,  judly,  indeed,  may  they  be 
edeemed  fo,  by  the  body  of  the  englifh  na- 
tion, as  not  a fingle  author  of  eminence,  in 
the  prefent  controverfy,  has  even  attempted 
their  apology ; while  the  favourite  argu- 
ments urged  for  the  continuance  of  the  im- 
pofition,  amount  only  to  an  endeavour  to 
prove,  that  fubfcription  ought,  by  any  means, 
to  be  retained,  for  the  purpofe  of  political 
convenience. 

But,  does  not  this  detedable  proftitution 
of  the  truth,  adminider  matter  of  triumph 
to  the  infidel  ? Is  not  the  church’s  minider, 
by  fuch  a defence,  himfelf  confenting  to  the 
difhonour  of  the  religion  of  Jefus  ? Does  he 
not  thereby,  in  fad,  aflert  its  fubordination 
to  the  civil  power  ? Does  he  not  himfelf 
degrade  it,  into  a mere  engine  of  date  ? 

From  what  has  been  urged,  it  follows,  as 
an  inevitable  conclufion,  that  if  the  public 
confidence,  in  the  veracity  of  the  minider, 
is  annihilated,  by  his  folemn  and  repeated 
attedations  in  favour  of  a notorious  falfe- 
hood ; the  contempt,  in  which  the  articles 
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are  now  universally  holden,  will  be  extended, 
by  the  hearer,  to  the  ever  facred  word  of 
God.  All  religion  will  be  alike  founded  in 
convenience,  and  the  gofpel  of  our  bleffed 
matter  thus  become,  in  the  eftimation  of 
the  people,  an  exploded  fable,  a vain  and 
idle  tale. 

Before,  therefore,  we  prefume  to  aim  at 
propagating  the  religion  of  jefus  into  other 
regions,  we-muft  effedt  its  eftabliftiment  in 
the  country  where  we  live. 

Before  we  endeavour  to  call  the  inhabi- 
tants of  diftant  climates  to  an  obedience  to 
the  gofpel,  we  muft  labour  to  fubdue  our 
national  manners,  to  fome  degree  of  con- 
formity With  that  pure  and  perfedt  dodtrine, 
which  is  contained  in  the  all-fufficient  word 
of  God. 

And,  as  a neceffary  means  to  a purer  pro- 
feftion,  and  a purer  practice,  every  ordinance, 
and  every  law,  whether  in  our  civil  or  re- 
ligious eftabliftiment,  which  injoins  Sub- 
scription to  explanatory  articles  of  faith  and 
dodtrine,  muft  be  utterly  abolished,  and  our 
liturgy  thoroughly  purged  and  reformed. 


III. 
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XIV. 

December  7,  1773. 

It  has  frequently  been  obferved,  that 
every  law  of  man,  enacted  in  oppofition  to 
the  prevailing  difpolitions  of  a people,  in- 
ftead  of  operating  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  propofer,  has  itfelf  been  obliged  to 
give  way  to  the  irrefiftible  impulfe  of  thofe 
paflions,  which  it  was  intended  to  reftrain. 

A fimilar  obfervation  will'prefent  itfelf, 
when  we  contemplate  the  fate  of  thofe  reli- 
gious inftitutions,  which,  eftablifhed  upon 
the  ruins  of  right  reafon,  and  every  civil 
privilege,  prefcribe  a faith  that  fhocks  the 
underftanding  of  mankind,  or  inculcate  a 
practice  in  diametric  oppofition  to  the  beft 
emotions  of  the  human  heart. 

But  thofe  inftitutions,  whether  of  a civil 
or  religious  nature,  which  breathe  a fpirit 
friendly  to  the  interefts  of  man,  which  in- 
culcate principles  fweetly  refponftve  to  the 
voice  of  reafon,  and  harmonioufly  con- 
ferring with  the  focial  movements  of  the 
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foul,  we  accept  with  willing  heart,  and 
bow,  without  reluctance,  to  their  juft  and 
generous  fway. 

Refiftlefs,  therefore,  may  we  expeft,  will 
be  the  progrefs  of  the  gofpel,  in  that  day, 
when  every  impediment  to  the  exercife  of 
our  unclouded  reafon  fhall  be  finally  le- 
moved.  R.elying  lefs  upon  the  aids  of  hu- 
man power,  than  on  the  native  excellence, 
and  divine  fimplicity  of  her  precepts ; the 
then  fhall  widely  extend  her  peaceful 
triumphs  over  the  oppoftng  vices  of  man- 
kind, while  each  fallacious  form  of  fuper- 
ftition  and  enthufiafm,  though  for  a time 
fupported  by  political  contrivance,  or  de- 
fpotic  power,  fhall,  at  length,  retire  before 
the  heavenly  ray  of  truth,  or  utterly  be  ab- 
forbed  in  the  fplendors  of  her  everlafting 
light. 

A firm  belief  in  the  truths  of  chriftianityv 
as  exhibited  in  the  fcriptures,  leads,  by  a 
natural  and  eafy  progrefs,  to  juft  and  ho- 
nourable principles,  to  a juft,  and  honour- 
able practice;  and,  particularly  conduces  to 
the  generation  and  fupport  of  that  noble 
independency  of  fpirit,  on  which  each  great 
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and  truly  patriot  virtue  refts,  as  on  a rock, 
liable  indeed  to  be  affailed  by  the  ocean 
furge,  but  yet  affailed  in  vain. 

The  reftitution,  therefore,  of  the  word 
of  God  to  that  fupremacy,  which  it  fo  juftly 
claims  above  the  precarious  traditions  of 
fallible  men,  immediately  tends  to  the  pro- 
duction of  each  public  virtue,  and  the  lafting 
edabliihmentcf  thofe  cenffitutional  bleffings, 
which,  as  englifhmen,  it  is  our  duty  to 
revere. 

But,  however  intimate  the  connection 
may  appear  between  a religious  knowledge, 
and  the  public  welfare,  it  has  been  inli- 
nuated  by  certain  emiffaries  from  the  epif- 
copal  bench,  that  the  abolition  of  fubfcrip- 
tion  to  lyffematical  confeffions  of  faith  and 
doCtrine,  is  a meafure,  which,  if  adopted  by 
the  ruling  powers,  would  immediately  tend 
to  the  annihilation  of  all  religious  principles 
in  the  people ; and  would,  probably,  end  in 
the  fubverlion  of  the  ffate. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  is  maintained,  by 
the  generous  advocates  of  the  petitioning 
clergy  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  the 
iiibditution  of  a general  fubfcription  to  the 
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truth  of  chrifiianity,  as  unfolded  in  the 
fcriptures,  in  the  place  of  a fubfcription  to 
thofe  antiquated  formularies,  which  are  now 
almofi  univerfally  fuppofed  to  hold  forth  a 
falfe  reprefentation  of  the  gofpel,  would, 
by  unfettering  the  minds  of  men,  lead  to  a 
more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  faving 
words  of  truth  •,  a knowledge,  neceffarily 
productive  of  a more  virtuous  practice  ; and, 
thus  add  to  the  (lability  of  kingdoms,  and 
the  happinefs  of  the  individuals  who  com- 
pote them. 

One  of  the  arts  of  controverfy,  by  which 
the  advocates  for  the  continuance  of  fpiritual 
impofitions  have  attempted  to  blind  the  eyes 
of  the  people,  confifls,  in, confidently  afiert- 
ing,  that  no  chrifiian  church  ever  fubfifted 
without  fome  confefiion  of  faith  held  forth 
by  its  members,  as  the  ground,  or  bails  of 
their  union. 

But  the  hifiory  of  the  planting  of  chrif- 
tianity,  as  it  may  be  collected  from  the  ads 
of  the  apoftles,  and  the  epiftles  of  St.  Paul, 
fuggefis  to  us  no  other  idea  of  a chrifiian 
church,  than  that  of  an  affembly  of  perfons 
met  together  in  the  name  of  God ; and  pro- 
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felling  allegiance,  in  all  fpiritual  matters* 
to  one  only  lord  and  faviour,  Chrift. 

A fociety,  thus  conftituted,  may  decree 
whatever  rites  and  ceremonies  it  (hall  judge 
conducive  to  the  edification  of  itfelt,  in 
faith  and  love;  butcannotfubmit  to  the  intro- 
duction of  any  human  formulary  of  faith  and 
doCtrine  whatfoever,  as  the  teft  of  orthodox 
and  apoflolical  belief : and  this,  becaufe  the 
rule  of  faith  and  rule  of  life,  were,  fully  and 
circumftantially,  unfolded  by  our  divine  in- 
ftrudor ; and  have  been,  with  all  faithful- 
nels  and  perfpicuity,  declared  to  us  in  thofe 
writings  of  his  followers,  who  were  imme- 
diately delegated  by  himfelf  to  reduce  the 
nations  to  an  obedience  to  his  laws;  writ- 
ings, which  alone  are  able  to  make  us  wife 
unto  falyation,  and  are  folemnly  declared  by 
our  church,  to  be  all-fufficient  with  refpeCt 
to  every  point  of  faith  and  pradice. 

Chrift  ian  churches  may,  unqueftionably* 
be  diftinguifhed  from  each  other,  by  varieties 
in  their  forms  of  worfhip,  modes  of  difci- 
pline,  or  internal  polity.  The  church  of 
Corinth  may  adopt  rites  and  ceremonies, 
and  a form  of  government,  which  the  church 
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of  Ephefus  doth  not  approve.  But  a diver- 
ge of  doftrine,  even  in  matters  which 
have  frequently  been  efteemed  fundamental, 
can  never  be  demonftrated  to  conftitute, 
either  in  whole  or  in  part,  a proper  ground 
or  reafon  for  this  diftinaion.  Every  indivi- 
dual, in  each  of  thefe  focieties,  however 
differing  in  fentimer.t  from  his  brethren, 
with  refpedf  to  any  point, of  faith,  expreifed 
in  humanly  divifed  formularies,  may  be  in 
ftridt  communion  with  all  the  members  of 
his  own  particular  church,  may  be  equally 
a member  of  Chrift’s  catholic  church  ; and, 
if  found  obedient  to  the  moral  precepts  of 
the  gofpel,  will  hereafter  be  equally  en- 
titled to  his  faviour's  approbation,  and  the 
favourable  acceptance  ot  his  God. 

The  members  of  fuch  a fociety  may,  with- 
out  controverfy,  fet  apart  whatever  portion 
of  their  private  patrimony  they  ffiall  think 
expedient,  for  the  purpofe  of  engaging  per- 
fons  to  officiate  in  its  religious  fervice. 

It  may  alfo  appear  expedient,  in  fuch  a 
congregation,  to  allow  an  additional  provi- 
fion  for  the  appointment  of  a perfon,  whole, 
office  it  fhall  be  to  explain  the  meaning, 
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and  to  recommend  the  practice  of  God’s 
written  word  to  the  beft  of  his  capacity  and 
power. 

But,  for  fuch  a fociety  to  require  from  its 
teachers,  together  with  a fubfcription  to  the 
fcpptures,  a fubfcribed  declaration  of  his 
belief,  m any  formulary  of  man’s  device, 
will  be  both  impious  and  abfurd. 

It  would  be  impious,  inafmuch  as  the 
members  of  this  fociety  would,  by  fuch 
a meafiire,  iubftitute,  as  much  as  in  them 
lay,  the  precarious  opinions  of  fallible  men, 
in  the  place  of  that  word  which  God  re- 
vealed; and  bind  them,  at  length,  upon 
themfelves  and  their  pofferity,  by  the  power 
of  prejudice,  a power,  more  Prong  than 
fetters  of  brafs,  or  links  of  iron. 

It  would  be  abfurd,  inafmuch  as  it  would 
refrain  the  preacher  s powers  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  duty ; and  deprive  him  of  the 
opportunity  of  affording  to  his  canflituents, 
that  information  and  inPrudion,  which  were 
ine  immediate  reafons  of  his  appointment  to 
his  ufeful  and  important  office. 

In  fuch  a cafe,  he  would  fign>  with  one 
jiand5  ap  obligation  tq  Pydy  the  revealed, 
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written  word  of  God,  and  to  unfold,  to  his 
congregation,  each  important  dodtrine,  every 
fubfiantial  duty,  which,  in  his  own  appre- 
henfion,  it  contains  ; and,  with  the  other, 
he  would  execute  a bond,  whereby  he  en- 
gages to  teach  that  congregation  nothing, 
but  what  they  underftood,  or  fuppofed  they 
underftood,  before  they  folicited  his  affilt- 
ance,  or  advice. 

But,  fubfeription  to  any  formulary  of 
faith  and  dodtrine  formed  by  man,  exclu- 
fively  of  the  impiety  of  fuch  requifition,  ex- 
cludvely  of  its  inconfiftency  with  the  ac- 
knowledged rights  of  proteftants,  is  excep- 
tionable for  other  reafons,  even  in  indepen- 
dent affemblies  of  chriftian  men,  but  is  fill 
more  exceptionable,  if  fuch  fubfeription  be 
demanded,  either  of  the  laity  or  clergy,  in  a 
national  church. 

It  is  poffible,  though  not  probable,  that 
the  members  of  one  particular  affembly  may, 
foi  fome  Ihort  fpace  of  time,  agree  in  a form 
of  dodtrine,'  which  accurately  exhibits  a real 
confedion  of  their  faitfy. 

But,  in  the  cafe  of  a national  church. 
Wherein  the  number  of  perfons,  differing 
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from  each  other  in  the  circumflances  of  natu- 
ral and  acquired  abilities,  is  proportionably 
augmented,  it  is  morally  impoffible  that  an 
explanatory  confeflion  of  faith  can  be  drawn 
up  in  terms  fo  fimple,  as  accurately  to  ex- 
prefs  the  fentiments  of  all.  And  yet,  when 
this  is  not  effected,  the  formulary  fails  of  its 
defign. 

May  this  reflection  have  its  weight  with 
the  prefent  profeflor  of  divinity,  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge;  and  induce  him  to 
reconfider  the  fubjed  of  fubfcription,  before 
he  publifhes  the  fecond  edition  of  his 
et  Brief  flate  of  the  principles  of  church  au- 
thority !”  * 

When  metaphyfical  refinements,  when 
fcholaftic  differences  and  diflindions,  enter 
into  the  contexture  of  fuch  confeffions ; to 
contend  for  the  impofition  of  them,  as  means 
to  an  uniform  belief,  would  be  to  infult  the 
common  fenfe  and  reafon  of  mankind. 

And,  may  this  refledion  have  its  weight 

with 

* This  haft  was  publifhed,  1773,  and  faid  to  have 
been  written,  as  our  author  here  fuppofes,  by  Dr, 
Watfon,  the  prefent  bifhop  of  LandafF. 
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with  Dr.  Powell,  a more  vehement  advocate 
for  the  fame  antichrifiian  practice  ! * 

If  fubfcription  to  fuch  a formulary,  be 
required  of  the  clergy ; hypocnfy,  falfe- 
hood,  avowed  or  fecret  infidelity,  will  fpread 
infenfibly  throughout  that  order. 

The  melancholy  effects  will  foon  become 
too  vifible  in  the  confequent  diffipation, 
and  profligacy  of  manners,  in  all  ranks  of 
people  ; and  the  continuation  of  the  impo- 
fition,  upon  perfons  who  receive  no  emo- 
lument whatever  from  the  eftablifhment  y 
and,  who,  for  a long  courfe  of  years,  have 
approved  themfelves  the  belt  of  fubjedts, 
muft  be  confidered,  (after  a refpedtful  ap- 
plication has  been  made  for  its  removal,)  as 
proceeding  from  a defire  of  exercifing  an 
qnjuftifiable  dominion  over  the  coniciences 

of 

* Dr.  Powell  feems  to  be  involved  in  the  perced- 
ing  reflection,  on  account  of  the  principles  maintained 
in  his  U Charge  delivered  to  the  clergy  of  the  archdea- 
conry of  Colchefter,  in  June  1772.”  and  publilhed  foon 
afterwards.  The  fame  charge  is  adverted  to  in  the 
twenty-fecond  number  of  “■  Mifcellaneous  papers”  in 
this  volume. 
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tT  chriflians ; and,  eventually,  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  danger  to  the  conftitution,  both 
in  church  and  date.  Nor  does  it  appear 
poflible,  that  the  impofition  of  academical 
fubfciiptions  can  be  defended  upon  any 
principles  of  reafon  or  utility. 

It  has  been  doubted,  whether  the  univer- 
sities, in  themfelv.es,  are  legally  competent 
to  the  exercife  of  fuch  a power ; but,  if 
this  were  even  allowed,  the  requifition  in 
quefiion,  would  remain  altogether  impolitic 
and.  unjuft.  It  tends  to  taint  the  native  ho- 
noui  of  ingenuous  youtq ; it  renders  the 
minds  of  the  riling  generation,  familiar  to 
the  practice  of  hypocrify  and  falfehood  j 
and  fubjedls  the  feats  of  elegant  and  ufeful 
literature,  to  the  charge  of  maintaining  illi-r 
oeral  and  exclulive  principles,  unknown, 
even  in  dates,  wherein  religious  defpotifm, 
and  the  intolerant  fpirit,  mod  prevail. 

To  conclude  this  fubjedt.  Public  vir- 
tue, public  honour,  with  a vital  religion, 
founded  upon  the  folid  rock  of  fcripture, 
and  embraced  with  fervour,  unqueftionably 
promote  the  public  welfare. 

A mea-: 
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A meafure,  therefore,  which  would  re- 
move obftrudions  to  the  univerfal  preva- 
lence of  the  pure  and  unadulterated  faith 
of  Chrift,  and  the  pradice  of  every  gofpel 
virtue ; in  dead  of  being  reprefented  as  de- 
drudive  of  the  edablilhment,  and  as  ne- 
celfarily  leading  to  the  fubverfion  of  the 
date,  ought,  in  right  reafon,  immediately 
to  be  adopted,  as  mod  likely  to  be  produc- 
tive of  falutary  confequences  to  the  public 
utility,  and  to  the  public  peace. 


XV. 

DEFINITIONS. 


March  3,  1774. 

The  atheid,  is  a man  who  denies  the 
exidence,  or  the  providence  of  God,  and 
confequently  is,  for  the  mod  part,  a prodi- 
gate, both  in  principle  and  pradice. 

The  deid,  is  a perfon  who  admits  the 

exidence. 
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exigence,  and  providence  of  God,  but  de- 
nies that  he  ever  reveals  himfelf  to  man- 
kind, except  by  the  voice  of  natural  reafon. 
He  acknowledges  him  to  be  the  creator  of 
the  world,  the  common  father  of  his  crea- 
tures , but,  confiders  the  religion  of  Mofes, 
the  religion  of  Mahomet,  and  the  religion 
of  Jefus,  as  alike  founded  in  falfehooa  and 

impofture. 

Though  myfelf  a believer  in  Chrift,  upon 
conviction,  yet,  I believe  that  deifm  and 
found  morality  are  not  incompatible.  It  is 
thought,  that  there  are  fewer  deifis  in  Eng- 
land,  than  in  any  other  chriftian  country, 
and  that  there  would  be  fewer  ftill,  were 
the  national  religion  thoroughly  reformed, 
i.  e.  brought  back  to  the  fimplicity  of  the^ 
gofpel,  as  it  was  profeffed  m the  apoftolic 

times. 

The  jew,  is  a perfon  who  profeifes  to 
believe,  that  the  almighty  formed  the  oft- 
fpring  of  Abraham  into  a diftinft  people, 
that  he  gave  them  laws  and  ordinances  by 
the  hand  of  his  fervant  Mofes  ; that  lie 
fupported  them,  while  obedient,  in  tem- 
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poral  fplendor  and  profperity,  and  pro- 
mifed  them  fuperior  bleffings  under  the 
teien  of  the  great  meffiah,  whom  they  hill 
continue  to  expedl. 

It  is  thought,  that  many  jews  would  be 
converted  to  chriflianity,  were  we  not  to 
infill  fo  much  upon  the  heathen  notion  of 
a plurality  of  Gods. 

The  mahometan,  is  a perfon,  who,  be- 
lieving that  the  creator  of  all  things  fpoke 
to  man  by  the  mouth  of  Mahomet,  con- 
forms his  faith  and  manners  in  obedience  to 
the  Koran. 

The  chriflian,  is  a perfon  who  believes 
that  Jefus  of  Nazareth  was  the  meffiah  pro- 
mifed  of  God;  and  confiders  the  dodtrines, 
which  he  was  divinely  commifhoned  to  teach, 
as  the  rule  of  life,  and  the  foie  foundation' 
of  his  future  hopes  and  fears.  He  endea- 
vours, in  every  part  of  his  demeanour,  to 
imitate  the  fpotlefs  example  of  his  mafler. 
He  loves  his  maker,  and  loves  alfo  man, 
whom  he  is  taught  to  conlider  as  created 
in  his  maker’s  likenefs. 

The  papifl,  is  a perfon  who  looks  for 

the 
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the  doctrines  of  chriftianity,  not  folely  iri 
the  fcriptures,  but  alfo  in  the  writings  of 
the  fathers,  in  the  decifions  of  councils, 
in  the  traditions  of  the  church.  In  mat- 
ters of  doubt  and  difficulty,  he  refers  him- 
felf  to  the  biffiop  of  Rome;  and,  to  com- 
plete his  character,  he  cordially  damns  all 
thofe  who  venture  to  diffent  from  him. 

The  protedant,  is  a chridian,  who  looks 
for  his  religion  in  the  fcriptures  only,  ufing 
his  own  reafon  and  his  own  judgment,  in 
the  interpretation  of  them,  i.  e.  he  difclaims 
all  human  authority  in  controverlies  of  faith; 
but  his  chief  charadteridic  is  a mild,  for- 
bearing, tolerating  fpirit,  which  rifes  into 
zeal,  when  the  facred  rights  of  humanity 
are  invaded,  under  a pretence  of  orthodoxy ; 
when  he  oppofes  the  impofition  of  penal 
datutes  in  matters  of  religion  ; and  when 
he  moves  for  their  repeal. 

Diffenters,  are  protedants,  diderenccd 
from  each  other,  by  different  modes  of 
worfhip,  and  forms  of  difcipline  ; but,  ge- 
nerally concurring  in  afferting  the  fupre- 
macy  of  their  lord  and  mader,  Chrid,  in 

religious 
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religious  concerns,  in  oppofition  to  the 
claims  of  fallible  men. 

It  is  to  diffenters  that  we  are  indebted  for 
the  belt  interpretations  of  the  fcriptures, 
and  the  ableft  defences  of  our  faith. 

The  church-of-England-man,  is  a fedta- 
rift,  partly  papift,  partly  proteftant.  He  is 
a proteftant,  becaufe  he  afferts  the  fuffici- 
ency  of  the  fcriptures.  He  is  a papift,  be- 
caufe he,  in  the  fame  breath,  requires  aftent 
to  certain  additions  to  thofe  fcriptures.  He 
is  a proteftant,  becaufe  he  has  feparated 
from  the  church  of  Rome,  upon  the  plea 
of  the  right  of  private  judgment.  He  is  a 
papift,  becaufe  he  refufes  the  fame  liberty 
of  feparation  to  his  brethren.  He  is  a pro- 
teftant, becaufe  he  maintains  the  unrighte- 
oufnefs  of  perfecution,  when  he  is  himfelf 
the'  fufferer.  He  is  a papift,  becaufe,  when 
opportunity  offers,  he  has  always  fhewn 
himfelf  a perfecutor  in  his  turn.  The 
church-of-England- clergyman  alfo  is  a pa- 
pift, becaufe  in  his  liturgy  is  found  the 
athanafian  creed.  He  is  a proteftant,  be- 
caufe, though  injoined  by  temporal  and  fpi- 
ritual  authority  to  recite  it  monthly,  he 

S hardly 
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hardly  ever  reads  it.  He  is  a papift,  be- 
caufe  he  fubfcribes  the  thirty-nine  articles  ; 
and  he  is  a proteftant,  becaufe  he  does  not 
believe  them. 
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ACADEMICAL  PAPERS. 

I. 

October  24,  1775. 

The  queftion  of  public  examinations, 
which  comes  on  in  the  fenate-houfe  of  Cam- 
bridge, in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  term, 
having  been  mifconceived  of  by  fome, 
through  the  injurious  mifreprefentations  of 
its  adverfaries,  it  appears  to  be  a debt  owing 
to  the  public,  to  place  it  in  its  proper  point 
of  view. 

It  has  been  objeded,  that  emulation, 
which  is  the  principle  upon  which  the  plan 
is  conftruded,  is  a motive  which  fhould 
not  be  employed  in  the  education  of  youth. 

The  objedors  Ihould  confider,  that  there 
are  two  modes  of  education,  public  and 
private.  In  the  latter,  where  the  youth  is 
brought  up  under  the  eye  of  a father,  or  a 
tutor  in  a private  houfe,  emulation  is  cer- 
tainly not  the  proper  incitement  to  appli- 
cation. The  fir  ft  attempt  of  the  inftrudor, 

S3  in 
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in  fuch  a cafe,  fhould  be  to  gain  pofiefifion 
of  the  heart  of  his  pupil,  and  then  to  draw 
him  on  to  the  performance  of  his  duty,  by 
inspiring  him  with  thofe  affedions  which 
are  moft  worthy  of  our  fpecies,  viz.  the 
defire  of  ufeful  knowledge,  the  admiration 
of  virtue,  the  religious  principle,  the  love 
of  human-kind.  But,  in  the  cafe  of  public 
education,  the  means  of  operating  upon  the 
heart  of  the  pupil  by  affedionate  regard,  are 
generally  wanting.  At  private  fchools,  in- 
deed, it  is  not  unfrequently  found,  that 
the  pupils  regard  their  inftrudbr  as  their 
father.  In  public  fchools,  this  feldom  hap- 
pens. At  univerfities,  it  is  next  to  impof- 
fible,  as  experience  too  plainly  teftifies.  A 
ledure  for  an  hour  each  day,  during  half 
the  term,  upon  iubjeds  frequently  difguft- 
ing,  which  is  almoft  the  only  communica- 
tion that  fubfifts  between  a tutor  and  a pu- 
pil in  the  university,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
generate  fuch  a portion  of  affedionate  le- 
gard,  as  will  infure  the  regular  behaviour 
of  the  ftudent,  in  the  midft  of  thofe  temp- 
tations to  which  he  is  unavoidably  expofed. 

Some  other  incentive  is,  therefore,  required 

in 
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in  universes,  to  enable  the  youth  to  de- 
fpife  the  allurements  of  pleafure,  to  animate 
him  to  the  purfuit  of  fcience,  and  to  infpire 
him  with  the  ardour  of  excelling  m every 
valuable  attainment.  Emulation  is  chofen 
for  this  purpofe,  becaufe  it  is  a pafiion 
which  naturally  arifes  at  this  period  of  our 
age  ; and  becaufe  it  prevails,  and  will  pre- 
vail, unavoidably,  in  thefe  feminaries,  in  de- 
fiance of  every  effort  that  can  be  employed 
for  its  extirpation. 

Can  it  be  denied,  for  infcance,  that  the 
youth  of  Cambridge  are  emulous  to  appear 
well  mounted  at  Newmarket  ? Can  it  be 
denied,  that  they  are  emulous  to  furpafs  each 
other  in  expenfive  cloaths,  and  expenfive 
entertainments  ? that  they  are  emulous ; 
but  I forbear.  Where  four  hundred  youths 
are  educated  in  the  fame  place  ; have  hourly 
opportunities  of  obferving  eacn  other  s con- 
duct ; are  at  a didance  from  their  natural 
friends  5 emancipated  from  the  reftramts 
wifely  impofed  in  each  inferior  feminary ; 
in  the  ardent  moment  of  youth  j and  With- 
out an  incentive  to  a more  rational  employ- 
ment of  their  time ; can  it  be  a matter  or 

S 4 wonder. 
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jvonder,  if  the  Sizar  emulates  the  pensioner, 
the  pensioner  the  fellow- commoner,  the 
fellow-commoner  the  nobleman,  in  every 
fafhionable  mode  of  dissipation  ? 

To  exprefs  the  intent  of  the  propofed 
institution,  in  the  concifeft  manner : the  de- 
lign  of  public  examinations  is  to  turn  the 
fpirit  of  emulation  to  nobler  and  more  im- 
portant objedts  and  there  appears  to  be,  at 
this  moment,  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  doing 
fo  : for  to  the  prefent  ill  direction  of  this  fpi- 
rit we  are  to  afcribe,  in  principal  meafure, 
that  profligacy  of  manners  which  difgraces 
the  prefent  generation,  and  threatens  every 
fpecies  of  calamity  to  that  which  Shall  Suc- 
ceed it. 

One  natural,  and  indeed  unavoidable, 

confequence  of  this  institution  would  be, 

, ✓ 

the  diminution  of  academical  expenfes.  But, 
as  Some  contend,  that  parents  and  guar- 
dians have  no  reafon,  atprefent,  to  complain 
with  refpedt  to  this  fubjedt,  I will,  before  I 
enter  upon  other  arguments,  and  reply  to 
other  objedtions.  State  the  various  allowances', 
which,  all  circumstances  considered,  ap- 
pear Suitable  to  each  order  of  our  youth. 

In 
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In  proportion  as  the  ftudent  exceeds  thefe, 

I will  venture  to  fay,  the  parent  or  guar- 
dian has  reafon  to  complain. 

Entering  upon  this  talk,  I am  fenfible  it 
may  be  urged,  that  college  expenfes  are 
different  in  our  different  focieties.  I an- 
fwer,  the  neceffary  variation  is  very  trifling, 
and  that  no  good  reafon  can  be  affigned, 
why,  in  this  refpedt,  an  intire  uniformity 
fhould  not  prevail. 

I alfo  would  have  it  underflood,  that, 
when  I fpeak  of  the  annual  expenfes  of 
each  order,  I do  not  mean  thofe  of  the  firft 
year  of  refidence.  The  expenfe  in  furnifh- 
ing  a room  at  many  of  the  colleges,  caution- 
money,  and  the  proper  equipment  of  the 
ftudent,  which  are  peculiar  to  that  year,  are 
not  confidered  in  the  following  calculations. 

The  orders  of  youth  in  Cambridge  are, 
noblemen,  fellow-commoners,  penfioners, 
and  fizars.  The  public  tuition  of  a noble- 
man is  thirty-two  pounds  a year  ; that 
of  a fellow-commoner  fxteen  pounds  ; of 
a penfioner  eight  pounds ; and  of  a fizar,  I 
believe,  only  four  pounds. 


The 


( 266  ) 

The  annual  rent  of  rooms  in  college,  va- 
ries from  three  to  eight  pounds  : in  fome 
colleges,  there  are  a few  rooms  which  let 
for  ten  or  twelve. 

The  expenfe  of  commons  to  the  fizars  is 
very  trifling,  fometimes  nothing;  to  pen- 
fioners,  if  they  refide  the  whole  term,  never 
more  than  twelve  pounds ; fometimes  con- 
fiderably  under  this  valuation.  I fpeak  dif- 
fidently with  regard  to  fellow- commoners  ; 
hut  I believe  this  article,  in  their  annual 
expenfes,  is  under  twenty  pounds.  Coals 
are  another  neceffary  article : the  expenfe 
of  thefe,  at  an  average,  may  be  ftated  at  fix 
pounds  a year. 

The  article  of  butler,  in  the  cafe  of  a 
penfioner,  may  be  thirty  (hillings  a quar- 
ter ; all  other  articles  of  neceffary  expenfe, 
peculiar  to  a college,  are  very  inconfider- 
able.  I am  certain  I have  feleded  the  moft 
material.  That  of  the  burfar  ought  per- 
haps to  be  added  to  this  lift ; it  is  an  ai  ti- 
de I do  not  intirely  comprehend.  In  the 
cafe  of  the  penfioner,  it  fometimes  amounts 
to  thirty  fhillings  in  the  quarter,  i he 
hair-drefter  generally  receives  about  twelve 

’ fhillings 
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/hillings  a quarter:  the  laundrefs  twenty: 
the  bed-maker  about  ten  or  twelve. 

I will  now  endeavour  to  exprefs  the  whole 
fum,  which  it  may  be  proper  for  each  order 
of  dudents  to  expend  in  Cambridge  annu- 
ally, cloaths  and  pocket-money  included; 

I will  date  them  upon  the  larged  fcale. 

A fizar,  as  he  has  frequently  great  abid- 
ances in  college,  is  under  no  necefiity  of 
coding  his  friends  more  than  forty  or  fifty, 
never  fo  much  as  fixty  pounds  a year. 

The  allowance  of  a penfioner  may  vary 
from  eighty  or  ninety  to  an  hundred  and 
forty  pounds  a year.  If  parents  find  that 
their  fons,  however  great  may  be  their 
profpefts,  exceed  this  fum,  the  furplus  is 
certainly  fpent  in  a manner,  which  it  would 
be  an  infult  to  fuppofe  they  could  approve. 

After  all  allowances  for  difference  of  rank 
and  future  expectations,  I will  venture  to 
affert,  that  a fellow-commoner  may  credit- 
ably live  at  Cambridge  for  lefs  than  two  hun- 
dred pounds  a year.  In  fome  indances,  it  may 
be  thought  advifeable  to  provide  him  with 
a fervant,  a'  private  tutor,  and  an  horfe  : 

thefe 
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thefe  additional  expenfes  cannot  amount  to 
above  one  hundred  more. 

To  the  expenfes  of  a nobleman,  I afiign 
no  bounds. 

I have  only  to  add  at  prefent,  that  the 
public  tutors,  who  are  fuppofed  to  be 
gainers  by  the  increafe  of  academical  ex- 
penfes, have,  greatly  to  their  honour,  by 
a confiderable  majority,  declared  themfelves 
in  favour  of  the  propofed  inhitution. 

CHIRON* 


II. 

October  28,  1775. 

Upon  reflection,  I am  fenflble,  that  the 
allowance,  which  I hated  as  fuflicient  for 
the  creditable  fupport  of  the  penfioner  and 
fellow-commoner,  in  the  univerflty  of  Cam- 
bridge, was  calculated  upon  too  large  a fcale. 
I am  perfuaded,  that  an  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  a year,  ought  never  to  be  exceeded 
by  the  penfioner ; nor  one  hundred  and 
eighty  by  the  fellow-commoner,  even  in 
thefe  times;  and  that  in  both  thefe  inhances. 
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even  a fum  far  lefs  would  be  fufficlent  to 
anfwer  every  valuable  purpofe. 

In  proportion  as  the  neceflary  expenfes 
are  diminished  in  the  calculation,  the  real 
ones  appear  more  alarming,  and  certainly 
call  more  loudly  for  a reform.  I fpeak  to 
the  truly  ferious,  who,  fuperior  to  the  pre- 
judices of  a party,  have  a real  concern  for 
the  morals  of  the  rifing  generation,  and 
will  lay  thefe  matters  to  heart. 

I will  now  proceed  to  confider  an  objec- 
tion, which  derives  its  influence  rather  from 
the  refpe&able  chara&er  of  the  perfon  who 
patronifes  it,  than  from  the  ftrength  of  thofe 
reafons  which  have  been  hitherto  offered  in 
its  fupport. 

The  of  * — , it  is  faid,  ex- 

prefles  his  apprehenflons,  that  if  public  ex- 
aminations weie  eftablifhed  in  the  univerfity 
of  Cambridge,  the  management  of  acade- 
mical education  would  be  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  public  tutors,  and  transferred 
to  perfons,  over  whom  they  could  have  no 
influence  r and,  confequently,  that,  by  the 
propofed  institution,  the  prefent  fyflem  of 
difcipline  would  be  intirely  overthrown. 

This 
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This  objedion  has  been  circulated  with 
affiduity  ; it  is  even  offered  with  confidence,, 
as  an  anfwer  to  thofe  perfons,  who,  judging 
from  the  large  remittances  annually  fent  to 
Cambridge,  that  matters  are  not  quite  as 
they  lhould  be,  have  expreffed  fome  fiarprife 
that  every  regulation  hitherto  projected, 
has  been,  with  fo  much  vehemency,  op- 
pofed. 

It  may  not,  therefore,  be  unfeafonable  to 
delineate  the  outlines  of  tne  pieffnt  fyftem 
with  all  faithfulnefs,  and  to  leave  the  rea- 
der to  determine,  whether  the  propofed  plan 
Is  In  the  lead  affeded  by  the  objedion  in 
queftion  ; an  objedion,  which  already  has 
been  anfwered,  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  ge- 
nerality of  the  univerfity,  in  a late  very  able 
publication  on  this  fubjed*. 

In  both  the  univerfities,  thecourfe  of  lite- 
rary difcipline  may  be  divided  into  public 
and  private,  I call  that  public,  which  pre- 
fcribes  theexercifes  wherein  perfons  of  every 

college  are  indifcriminately  called  to  bear  a 

part : 

* See  “ A letter  to  the  author  of  an  obfervation  on 
the  defign  of  cftablifhing  annual  examinations  at  Cam- 
bridge.3’ 8vo.  1775* 
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part : private,  which  is  injoined  by  the  an* 
thority  of  each  particular  fociety. 

It  is  acknowledged,  that  the  only  public 
difcipline,  which  is  of  real  confequence  to 
youth,  is  that,  which  is  preparatory  to  the 
degree  of  bachelor  of  arts ; and  the  fad!  is 
indubitable,  that  the  domeftic  difcipline  of 
every  college  is  accommodated  principally  to 
improvement  in  thofe  ftudies,  to  which,  by 
the  practice  of  the  univerlity,  almoft  every 
diftindtion  of  honour  is  annexed. 

Mathematics  and  natural  philofophy  form 
the  principal  fubjedl-matter  of  the  prepara- 
tory exercifes  and  examination  for  the  bache- 
lor’s degree;  ethics,  meeting  with  very 
{lender  encouragement,  and  the  incompara- 
ble Locke  being  now  almoft  as  little  honour- 
ed, at  the  public  time  of  trial,  as  real  fcience 
is  faid  to  be  at  the  lifter  univerftty. 

In  every  private  fociety,  therefore,  among 
the  firft  ledtures  which  the  pupil  receives 
from  the  public  tutor,  are  taught  the  elements 
of  Euclid,  the  elements  of  algebra,  then  the 
various  branches  of  natural  philofophy,  and 
the  abftrufer  parts  of  mathematics,  ’till  he 
reaches  the  heights  of  fcience,  in  the  term 

preceding 
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preceding  his  examination  in  the  public 
fchool. 

It  may  now  be  demanded,  what  provifion 
is  made  for  the  purpofe  of  infuring  the  per- 
fect coincidence  of  the  public  difcipline  of 
the  university,  with  the  private  courfe  pur- 
fued  in  each  particular  fociety  ? 

The  wdiole  procefs  of  the  bachelor’s  exa- 
mination has  been  defcribed  in  fome  late 
publications;*  but  for  the  fake  of  general 
information,  I will  mention  fome  of  the 
leading  particulars  of  this  fo  much  cele- 
brated inditution. 

Two  perfons  appointed  annually  from 
the  different  colleges  in  rotation,  direcd  the 
examination,  which  is  open  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  fenate  who  chufes  to  aflid ; but 
the  determination  of  the  relative  merit  of 
the  fludents,  is  intirely,  by  cudom,  in  the 
bread  of  the  appointed  examiners,  who  are 
called  <c  moderators.” 

Thefe  perfons,  notwithdanding  the  mode 
of  their  appointment,  which  is  abfolutely 
independent  of  the  public  tutors,  think 
themfelves  under  an  obligation  to  purfue 
the  fame  line  in  the  examination,  which 

the 


* See  vol,  ii. 
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the  public  tutors  have  purfued  in  their  do* 
medic  difcipline. 

In  this  in  dance,  the  public  tutors  are 
not  alarmed,  led  their  plan  fhould  be  coun- 
teracted by  the  appointed  examiners : they 
calmly  purfue  their  accudomed  courfe,  and 
honour  crowns  the  few,  who  are  uniformly 
attentive  to  their  indru&ions,  with  their 
due  reward. 

In  the  projected  mditution,  the  form  of 
examination  is  fpecifically  the  fame;  but 
the  examiners,  who  arc  to  be  appointed  by 
the  diderent  focieties  in  rotation,  will  be 
fuhjedt  to  the  influence  of  the  public  tutors, 
in  a degree  far  fuperior  to  what  was  poffiblC 
-in  the  former  indance. 

It  is  exprefsly  provided  in  the  graces,  that 
the  mode  of  choofing  the  appointed  exa- 
miners fhould  be  left  to  each  fociety.  The 
influence  of  the  public  tutors  is  fuperior  to 
all  other  influence,  that  of  the  mafler  ex- 
cepted ; who,  appointing  them,  mud  be 
fuppofed  to  aid  in  concert  with  them ; and 
confequently,  the  examiner  may  either  be 

the  public  tutor  himfelf,  or  nominated  by 
him.- 


III. 
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If,  therefore,  the  public  tutors  fo  far  in- 
fluence the  examination,  at  the  time  of  the 
bachelor’s  degree,  that  no  alarm  arifes  from 
the  authority  being  veiled  in  different  per- 
fons,  their  influence  would  be  ftill  more  pre- 
valent in  the  prefent  inflance. 

But,  when  I afferted,  that  the  courfe  of 
domeftic  difeipline  is  accommodated  to  the 
public  exercifes,  I then  did  not  mention,  that 
the  prefent  fyftem  of  lecture's  in  each  fociety, 
is  more  extenfive  than  the  ftudies,  which 
form  the  fubj ed- matter  of  examination  for 
the  bachelor’s  degree. 

And  hence,  the  contended  neceflityof  an 
additional  examination,  to  fecure  attention 
to  the  additional,  and  perhaps  more  ufeful, 
inftrudions,  which  the  pupil  has  received 
in  his  tutor’s  chamber. 

Befides,  the  noblemen  and  fellow-com- 
moners alfo,  fometimes,  receive  inftrudions 
in  the  chamber  . of  the  public  tutor,  but  are 
never  called  upon  by  the  univerflty,  to  give 
any  public  proof  of  their  proficiency  in 
learning. 

Can  it  be  then  maintained,  with  any  co- 
lour of  argument,  that  the  inftitution  of  a 
, public 
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public  examination  of  noblemen  and  fel- 
low-commoners, regulated  according  to  a 
model  univerfally  approved,  and  actually 
fubflding  j and  edablifhed  exprefsly  for  the 
purpofe  of  fecuring  their  attention  to  the 
lectures  of  the  public  tutors,  would  trans- 
fer the  education  of  youth  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  public  tutors  ? If  I did  not  refpedt 
the  moral  character  of  the  objedlor,  I fhould 
edeem  it  to  be  an  infult  upon  his  judgment, 
to  fuppofe  that  he  could  himfelf  believe  it* 
It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  public 

x 

tutor  lectures  the  penfloner  and  the  flzar, 
during  the  flrd  year  of  refidence,  in  claflicai 
learning,  which  it  is  well  known  the  faid 
penfioner  and  fizar  pay  little  regard  to,  as 
there  is  no  general  opportunity  offered  them 
by  the  univerfity,  of  didinguifhing  them- 
felves  in  this  branch  of  ul'eful  literature. 

Ladly,  it  is  to  be  noted,  that,  on  account 
of  the  didance  of  the  bachelor’s  degree  from 
the  time  of  admiflion,  the  fervour  of  emu- 
lation operates  chiefly  in  the  lad  year  of 
refidence  ; whereas,  by  an  intermediate  ex- 
amination, an  un remitted  attention  would 
be  maintained,  and  a regular  behaviour  uni- 

1 2 family 
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formly  enfured.  The  contrary  event  has 
been  lamented  by  the  very  perfons  who  mod 
oppofe  the  projected  inftitution. 

In  this  inftance,  therefore,  what  probable 
argument  can  be  alledged  to  Ihew,  that  an 
intermediate  examination,  purpofely  framed 
to  fecure  the  attention  of  the  fludent  to  the 
firil  elements  of  fcience,  and  to  claffical 
learning ; and  exprefsly  rellridted  to  the 
fubjedts  ledlured  upon  by  the  public  tutors, 
would  be  liable  to  the  charge  in  queftion  ? 
But  I am  weary  of  combating  the  lhadows 
of  objections  ; of  real  objections  they  do 
not  deferve  the  name. 

But,  as  an  unqueftionable  evidence  that 
fomething  of  the  kind  contended  for,  would 
be  uleful  in  this  feminary  5 I will  appeal  to 
fact. 

Let  any  man  furvey  the  prefent  hate  of 

and  St.  John’s  college.  He  will 

perceive  the  latter,  in  confequence  of  the 
judicious  inftitution  of  the  late  truly  refpect- 
able  matter,*  not  only  firft  in  fame,  but  af- 
fording a contrail  of  the  moll  hriking  kind. 


[*  Dr.  Powell.] 
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In  the  one,  he  will  behold  each  valuable 
greek  and  roman  author  with  ardour  flu- 
died  ; each  fource  of  found  philofophy  with 
zeal  explored : in  the  other,  the  utmoft  ef- 
forts of  the  prefent  refpedtable  tutors,  un- 
able to  effedt  the  mod  inconfiderable  degree 
of  attention  to  their  inflrudtive  voice. 

In  the  one,  he  will  behold  a numerous 
fet  of  learned  perfons  improving  youth  of 
the  moft  refpedtable  families  and  fortunes, 
in  every  branch  of  ufeful  literature,  them- 
selves hourly  improved  by  their  affiduity  in 
their  important  truft.  In  the  other, — but 
I will  not  prefs  the  comparifon  any  further. 
Let  any  impartial  perfon  caft  an  eye  of  mo- 
mentary attention  on  the  two  focieties ; I 
am  confident  we  (hall  not  difagree  with 
refpedt  to  the  premifes ; let  him  draw  the 
conclufion  for  himfelf. 

CHIRON. 
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November  i i,  1775* 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Plato,  that  the 
influence  of  mufic  upon  the  manners  of  a 
people,  is  of  fuch  importance,  that  no  vio- 
lent change  can  be  effeded  in  the  national 
tafte  refpeding  this  amufement,  without 
producing  a change  in  the  government.  I 
imagine  that  the  rev.  Dr.  F — — had  this 
fentiment  of  Plato’s  in  his  mind,  when  he 
l'o  gravely  afferted,  that  the  inftitution  of 
annual  examinations  in  Cambridge  would 
not  only  be  attended  with  the  rum  of  the 
univeir.fi ty,  but  “ might  alfa  fhake  the  con- 
dilution  both  in  church  and  hate.  ■ 

It  is  a painful  talk  to  obviate,  every  oh* 
jedion  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  con  ted, 
has  been  urged  againft  the  propofed  inftt- 
tution, 

However,  as  it  is  certainly  due  to  the 
pharader  of  every  gentleman,  who  has 
openly  exprefled  his  fentiments,  to  examine 

his  opinion  with  candour,  I will,  as  a friend 

1i4,  < 1 ' to. 
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to  the  meafure,  endeavour  to  evince,  that 
our  governors,  both  in  church  and  ftate, 
have  no  reafon  to  be  alarmed  at  the  pro- 
jected innovation. 

In  the  firft  place,  I own  I have  "not  that 
opinion  of  the  importance  of  either  of  the 
univerfities,  as  to  fuppofe  that  any  violent 
alteration  would  take  place  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  kingdom*  were  they  to  be  either 
intirely  abolifhed,  or  intirely  reformed.  The 
univerlities  have,  unqueftionably,  been  emi- 
nently ufeful,  and  ftill  continue  to  be  ufeful, 
in  an  high  degree ; yet  they,  at  prefent,  form 
the  morals  and  the  manners  of  a very  incon- 
liderable  portion  of  our  youth.  Inferior  fe- 
minaries  divide  this  honour  with  them,  in 
the  cafe  of  thofe  perfons,  who  are  actually 
admitted  here  ; and,  with  refpeCt  to  the  far 
fuperior  numbers,  who  have  no  connection 
with  thefe  feats  of  learning  during  any  period 
of  their  lives,  they  derive  the  principles . 
which  aCtuate  their  practice,  from  fources 
which  are  but  little  influenced  by  the  altera- 
tions that  may,  from  time  to  time,  take  place 
in  academic  fcenes.  The  logic  of  Burgerf- 
dicius  prevailed  at  Cambridge  in  the  me- 

T 4 mory 
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iiiory  or  our  fathers.  The  barbarous  founds 
of  Darii  and  Fclapto.n  now  no  longer  grate 
upon  our  ears  ; the  conflitution  neverthelefs 
$ ourifhes  : and  although  the  Principia  of 
Newton  have  fhaken  down,  what  was  fuo- 
pofed  to  be  the  philofophy  of  Mofes,  and 
fwept  away  the  vortices  of  Des  Cartes,  the 
church  of  England  (lands. 

Yet  thefe  were  alterations  of  far  greater 
confequence  to  our  difcipline,  than  that 
which  is  now  contended  for  ; let  the  graces, 
offered  upon  the  twenty- eighth  of  O (Sober, 
be.  examined,  with  the  mod  fearching 
fpirit.  To  the  eye  of  any  impartial  man, 
they  afford  no  other  objed:,  than  an  expe- 
dient to  fecure  the  attention  of  the  fludent 
to  the  prefent  cgurfe  of  public  ledures. 
No  new  mode  of  fludy  whatfoever,  is  recom- 
mended ; and  even  the  requifition  of  a com- 
petent knowledge  in  the  greek  Teflament  is 
omitted,  in  compliance  with  the  prejudices 
pf  fome  of  the  tutors,  who  decline  the  read- 
ing of  it  in  their  ledures-. 

The  fcheme  propofed,  is  indeed  evidently 
pnperfed,  if  it  beconfidered  as  holding  forth 
a perfedt  model  of  academical  education. 
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it,  however,  appears  to  many  judicious  per- 
fons,  as  the  bed,  the  times  will  bear  ; other 
improvements  may  be  gradually  introduced. 
If  this  conduces  to  the  diminution  of  the  ex- 
penfes  of  youth,  fecures  fome  little  degree 
of  attention  to  claffical  learning,  and  direds 
the  fpirit  of  emulation  to  objeds  of  impor- 
tance, the  main  end  is  anfwered  ; the  friends 
of  our  ecclefiadical  edablifhment  will  have 
no  reafon  to  be  alarmed  3 the  politician  may 
deep  in  peace. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  reve- 
rend gentleman  has  not  fpecified,  more  par- 
ticularly, in  what  manner  the  conditution 
was  likely  to  differ,  from  the  projeded  inno- 
vation, as  the  propofed  meafure  has  been  in- 
vidioufly  termed.  He  might  then  have  re- 
ceived a more  circumdantial  anfwer  to  his 
pbjedion.  Let  him,  in  the  interval,  between 
the  prefent  time,  and  the  day  of  voting,  date 
his  reafons  for  an  opinion,  which,  in  the 
judgment  of  many,  appears  extraordinary  5 
and,  if  their  inconclulivenefs  cannot  be 
demondrated,  at  lead  they  diall  be  con- 
ddered  with  candour,  and  the  perfon  of 

their 
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their  author  treated  with  refped.  A pro- 
pofal  which  has  met  with  many  friends, 
and  has  been  fupported,  at  lead:  by  fome  ap- 
pearance of  reafon,  ought  not  to  be  con- 
demned by  the  mere  “ ipfe  dixit”  of  the 
moil  refpedable  authority.  Let  argument 
be  oppofed  to  argument ; and  let  the  fenate 
of  Cambridge  rejed,  oreftablifh,  by  its  fuf- 
frages,  as  truth,  and  reafon,  and  expedience 
iliall  decree. 

CHIRON. 
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•POLITICAL  PAPERS. 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  ENGLAND. 

September  2,  1780. 

In  queftions  of  politics,  as  well  as  of  re- 
ligion and  morality,  plain  and  fimple  ideas 
are  always  to  be  preferred  to  the  more  com- 
plex, and  refined. 

It  appears  to  me  a very  evident  truth, 
that  the  conftant  and  fatal  fubjedtion  of  the 
majority  of  the  commons’  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment, to  the  will  of  the  minifter,  arifes 
from  the  imperfection  of  its  conhitution  * 
or,  in  other  words,  from  the  inequality  of 
the  reprefentation,  the  unwarrantable  re- 
ftridhons  of  that  right  of  voting,  to  which 
every  engliihman  is  entitled,  and  the  pro- 
longation of  parliaments  beyond  their  an- 
cient annual  period. 

It  alfo  appears  to  be  a felf-evident  pro- 
pofition,  that  a parliament,  conftituted  upon 
the  piefent  plan,  cannot  be  expedled  to 
take  any  part  whatever,  in  its  own  reform- 
ation. 
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A new  ele&ion,  therefore,  upon  the  pre- 
fent  plan,  affords  us  no  profpe<3  of  redrefs. 

Upon  a diffolution  of  parliament,  the 
power  of  delegation  returns  again  to  the 
people.  And  common  fenfe  will  furcly 
dictate  to  the  people,  that,  if  the  prefent 
plan  of  delegation  is  exceptionable,  the  right 
of  altering  it  is,  intirely  and  exclufively, 

veiled  in  themfelves. 

The  duke  of  Richmond,  by  his  motion 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  in  favour  of  an  an- 
nual, equal,  and  univerfal  reprefentation  of 
the  commons  ; major  Cartwright,  in  “ The 
people’s  barrier  againfl  undue  influence  and 
corruption  ;”  the  **  Declaration  of  the 
right  of  the  commonalty,”  figned  “ A 
real  friend  of  the  people;”  the  Weftmin- 
Rer  fub-committee,  by  their  report  of  the 
27  th  of  lafl  May;  and  the  rev.  Mr.  North- 
cote,  in  an  admirable  pamphlet  lately  pub- 
lifhed,  entitled,  “ Corrupt  influence  re- 
moved, and  the  conftitution  reflored;”  have 
pointed  out  plain  and  pra&icable  method* 
of  effecting  this  important  purpofe. 

Mr.  Burgh,  the  excellent  author  of  the 

« Political  difquifitions,”  has  very  juftly 

obferved. 


( 287  ) 

obferved,  that  “ the  people’s  right  of  an- 
nually electing  deputies  to  reprefent  them 
in  parliament  was,  at  the  time  of  the  trien- 
nial ad,  as  much  a part  of  their  birthright, 
as  the  freedom  of  their  perfons ; that  they 
had  enjoyed  it  longer  than  magna  charta, 
without  violation,  ’till  the  times  of  Charles 
the  firih;  that  it  was,  therefore,  no  more 
in  the  power  of  any  fingle  king  and  parlia- 
ment, to  deprive  the  people  of  this  right, 
than  of  magna  charta  ; and  that  the  people 
have  now  a right,  at  any  time,  to  refume 
their  original  power,  and  to  eled  only  for 
one  year,  declaring,  that  they  will  not 
yield  obedience  to  one  ad  made  in  a fecond 
year  of  the  fame  parliament.” 

The  higheft  honour  would  be  due  to  that 
affembly  of  the  people,  in  which  the  fol- 
lowing proportion  fhall  be  firft  adopted  : 
That  it  is  the  fenie  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  county,  (or  city,)  that  ( ) perfons 

be  appointed  a committee,  for  the  purpofe 
of  deliberating  with  the  committees  of  like 
difpofed  cities  or  counties,  upon  the  date 
of  the  nation ; that  the  members  of  this' 
committee  be  hereby  authorifed  to  exercife 

all 
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all  fuch.  powers  as,  by  immemorial  ufagfy 
do  belong  to  the  commons’  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment ; that  they  be  alfo  inverted  with  the 
further  power  of  artenting,  in  conjunction 
with  the  king,  and  hereditary  nobility,  to 
fuch  regulations  as  may  be  propofed,  for  the 
purpofe  of  eftablifhing  an  equal  and  univer- 
fal  reprefen tation  of  the  people  in  annual 
parliaments,  agreeably  to  the  ancient  con- 
rtitution  and  cuftoms  of  this  realm  ; and* 
that  this  commirtion  terminate  at  the  end 
of  ( ) months.” 

In  your  collective  capacity,  you  are  the 
third  branch  of  the  legiflature  of  this  coun- 
try your  reprefentatives  are  your  agents, 
conftitutionally  fubjeCt,  at  all  times,  to  your 
controul ; and  depending  folely,  for  their 
political  exirtence,  upon  your  good  plea- 
fure.  A dirt’olution  of  parliament,  however, 
furnifhes  you  with  the  happieft  opportunity 
of  carrying  into  effeCt,  any  plan  which  fhall 
be  propofed  for  your  deliverance.  It  will 
be  a harder  talk,  when,  by  a new  election, 
without  the  proper  reftriClions,  you  fliall 
have  again  given  your  countenance  to  a fep- 
tennial  delegation  of  your  power* 

I am 
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I am  fall  of  anxious  apprehenfions  for  my 
country ; I wifh  to  fee  it  the  favoured  feat 
of  liberty  and  virtue  ; and  I,  therefore,  with 
that  you  may  embrace  the  opportunity  of 
reformation,  which  the  prefent  hour  affords 
you ; if  you  fuffer  it  to  pafs  from  you,  you 
are  undone. 

ALFRED. 


II. 

September  24,  1781. 

The  following  dri£tures  upon  a paper, 
which  lately  appeared  in  one  of  the  public 
prints,  are  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of 
my  countrymen,  becaufe  fucli  paper  evi- 
dently tended  to  miflead  them,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  queftion  of  annual  parliaments, 
and  thereby  to  divert  their  attention  from 
the  proper  fources  of  all  our  grievances.. 

The  writer,  indeed,  very  judly  obferves, 
that  the  datute  of  Edward  the  third  enadts, 
that  parliaments  fhould  be  annually  held, 
not  annually  chofen ; but,  with  refpedl  to 
the  fubfequent  affertions  in  that  paragraph, 

they  are  either  (I  will  not  fay  intentional) 

III  IT 

u murepre- 
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mifreprefentations  of  fads,  or  facts  which 
are  nothing  to  the  purpofe.  I will,  there- 
fore, enter  a little  into  the  queftion,  and 
anfwer,  methodically,  to  every  affertion  of 
this  writer. 

Parliaments',  in  the  early  times  of  the 
conftitution,  fat  for  the  redrefs  of  griev- 
ances, general  and  particular,  as  well  as  for 
the  fabrication  of  laws ; and,  therefore, 
could  not  be  intermitted  for  more  than  a 
year,  without  jfubftantial  injury  to  the  people. 

Yet  we  find  they  were  intermitted,  as  ap- 
pears from  that  ancient  book,  the  “ Mirror 
of  judice,”  in  which  I read  as  follows  : 

The  fiecond  abuiion  oi  the  law  is,  that 
whereas  parliaments  ought  to  convene  for 
the  falvation  of  the  fouls  of  trefpallers, 
and  this;  at  London,  and  two  times  in  the 
year,  they  now  adays  meet  but  feldom, 
and  at  the  will  of  the  king,  for  aids  and 


gathering  of  treafure.” 

To  remedy  this  grievance,  the  flatute  of 
Edward  the  third  was  enaded ; theie  was 
no  occafion  to  add,  that  a new  parliament 
(hould  be  annually  fummoned,  becaufe  the 
prefent  grievance  of  fuccefiive  fefiions  of 
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the  fame  parliament  did  not  then  exift.  I 
fpeak  not  matter  of  opinion,  but  of  record. 
The  writs  for  fummoning  knights  and  bur- 
gefies  to  parliament,  during  almoft  every 
year  of  the  firffc  Edward,  are  fill  in  exift- 
ence,  as  well  as  the  returns.  From  thefe 
it  is  evident,  that  every  parliament  exif  ed 
only  for  a fingle  feffion  ; and  that  a new 
election  of  members  took  place,  fometimes, 
even  thrice  in  the  fame  year;  or,  in  other 
words,  as  often  as  the  king  wifhed  to  know 
the  fentiments,  or  receive  the  afliftance  of 
the  commons. 

It  is  alfo  obvious  that  the  people,  who 
were  obliged  to  contribute  to  the  wages  of 
parliament-men,  would  have  efeemed  it  an 
intolerable  grievance,  had  parliament  con- 
tinued their  feffions  for  fix  or  eight  months, 
as  at  prefent  is  the  cafe.  The  ancient 
feffions  frequently  terminated  in  fix  weeks, 
fometimes  in  fixteen  days ; but  whatever 
was  the  length  of  the  feffion,  the  length 
of  the  parliament  was  the  fame.  New 
writs  of  election  always  were  iffued,  pre- 
vious to  each  feffion,  although  in  many 
of  the  counties  and  boroughs  the  fame 
men,  as  is  apparent  from  Prynne’s  “ Brevia 
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par.  rediviva,”  were  very  frequently  re- 
turned, The  word  “ prorogation”  in  the  mo- 
dern fenfe  of  the  term,  was  utterly  unknown. 
The  king,  indeed,  fqmetimes  deferred  (pro- 
rogavit)  the  meeting  of  a parliament  which 
had  not  affembled,  to  a more  diftant  day  than 
was  mentioned  in  the  original  writ  of  fum- 
mons  ; but  there  is  no  inftance  of  a parlia- 
ment called,  and  affembled,  which  after 
having  actually  entered  upon  bufinefs,  was 
difmiffed  and  then  reaffembled,  that  is  pro- 
rogued, in  the  modern  fenfe  of  the  term, 
until  the  flagitious  times  of  the  fecond 
Richard. 

In  lubfequent  periods  of  our  hiflory, 
princes,  who  harboured  defigns  hoftile  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  but  who  had  not  ac- 
quired the  art  of  corrupting  their  reprefenta- 
tives,  fhewed  the  utmofi:  averlion  to  the 
meetings  of  parliament  j and,  frequently,  as 
was  the  cafe  of  Charles  the  firft,  attempted 
to  reign  without  them.  Hence  the  trien- 
nial aft  of  the  fixteenth  of  that  reign,  which 
provided  that  parliaments  fhould  not  be  in- 
termitted for  more  than  three  years.  The 
■triennial  a^ft  of  William  the  third  is  to  to 

coelo, 
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eoelo,  different.  This,  is  that  accurfed  law. 
Which,  giving  the  firft  legal  fandtion  to  the 
continuance  of  a parliament  beyond  a lingle 
feffion,  introduced  the  feptennial  bill,  te  and 
all  our  woe.5’ 

Although,  therefore,  parliaments  now  an- 
nually meet  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances ; 
yet,  thefe  are  not  the  annual  parliaments  of 
our  anceftors,,  which  the  friends  of  the  con- 
ftitution  wiffi  to  fee  restored.  We  know 
that,  in  the  early  times,  parliaments  met 
annually,  or,  more  frequently',  if  occafion 
fo  required ; and,  we  alio  know,  that  in 
thefe  times  the  duration  of  a parliament, 
and  of  a feffion  of  parliament,  was  the  fame. 

I now  proceed  to  anfwer  diftindtly  to  the 
remaining  affertions  of  this  writer. 

We  read  likewife,  fays  he,  that 
in  tne  reign  of  this  king  (Edward  III.) 
no  new  parliament  was  called  in  twelve 
years.”  It  is  incumbent  upon  the  writer  to 
produce  his  authority  for  this  anonymous 
affertion.  I oppofe  to  it,  the  affertion 
of  that  excellent  citizen,  Mr.  Granville 
Sharp,  who  obferves,  “ it  is  notorious  that 
writs  were  iffued  to  the  ffieriffs,  for  new 
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eledions,  almoft  every  year  during  this 
whole  reign.”* 

The  writer  thus  goes  on  : “ In  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  eighth,  it  appears,  that  the 
parliament,  which  was  chofen  in  his  feven- 
teenth  year,  fat  during  his  eighteenth,  and 
alfo  in  his  twenty- fourth  year,  as  the  ads 
of  thefe  fubfequent  fefiions  are  exprefily 
called,  other  ads  of  the  fame  parliament.” 

I anfwer,  that  although  I do  not  find  that 
any  parliament  fat  in  the  feventeenth  or 
eighteenth  year  of  Henry  the  eighth,  yet  I 
will  allow,  that  a new  parliament  began  to 
fit  in  the  2 1 ft  year  of  that  tyrant,  and  tnat 
this  parliament  alfo  fat  in  his  twenty-third 
year,  and  fome  years  afterwards  ; which  only 
proves,  that  Henry  the  eighth  deferved  to 
lofe  his  head,  for  thus  attempting  to  fubvert 
the  ancient  conftitution  of  his  country. 

The  next  fentence  of  this  writer,  refped" 
ing  what  happened  in  the  days  of  Richaid 
the  fecond,  is  of  lefs  avail.  He,  indeea,  in- 
troduced prorogations  to  continue  the  exif- 

tence 

* See  a (mail  pamphlet,  entitled,  “ The  legal  means 

political  reformation.”  Third  edition,  1780.  p.  46. 
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tehee  of  bis  packed  parliaments,  and  thereby 
fhewed  how  little  he  regarded  the  funda- 
mental rights  of  the  people. 

' Neither  will  the  writer  be  thanked  at  St* 
James’s,  for  inditing  upon  precedents  origi- 
nating in  that  in  aufpicious  reign  ; the  inci- 
dents are  too  ferious,  and  too  much  con- 
nected with  its  concluding  fcene. 

With  relpeCt  to  what  this  writer  obferVeS, 
concerning  the  reigns  of  Henry  the  fourth 
and  fifth,  never  was  an  inference  deduced 
from  more  exceptionable  premifes.  He  rea- 
fons  merely  from  the  o million  of  the  word 
e<  new,”  as  if  it  were  likely  that  an  hiflo- 
rian  would  fpecify,  that  a parliament  waa 
new,  when,  excepting  in  the  above  abomi-4 
nable  reign  of  Richard  the  fecorid*  every  par- 
liament was  new  by  unvaried  ufage,  from 
the  earlieft  times  of  its  conftitution.  Writs, 
as  I have  before  obferved,  being  always 
ifiiied  previous  to  each  feffion,  as  the  follow- 
ing words  of  Prynne  mold  evidently  prove* 
The  feffion  of  the  particular  parliament*  to 
which  the  reprefen tatives  of  the  people  were 
fummoned,  being  “ once  determined,  they 
prefently  ceafed  to  be  knights,  citizens, 
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burgeffes,  barons,  in  any  fuccecding  parlia- 
merits  or  councils,  unlefs  newly  elected, 
and  returned  to  ferve  in  them  by  the  king’s 
new  writs,  as  our  law  books,  (referring  to 
4 Edw.  IV.  f.  44.  Brook,  Officer,  25. 
34  Hen.  VII.  c.  24)  and  experience  re- 
folve.”  * 

With  regard  to  what  this  writer  men- 
tions, refpedting  the  reigns  of  Richard  the 
third,  Edward  the  fourth,  and  Henry  the 
feventh,  it  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  thefe 
indances  were  temporary  deviations  from 
a general  rule  j innovations  in  the  conditu- 
tion,  introduced  in  the  word;  of  times,  for 
the  word  of  purpofes,  and  by  the  word  of 
kings ; whereas  feffional  parliaments,  that 
is,  parliaments  newly  eledled  for  the  occa- 
fion,  and  enduring  only  for  a fingle  feffion, 
which  alone  can  be  truly  expreffive  of  the 
nation’s  fenfe,  were  the  ufage  of  the  con- 
ditution  in  its  pured  times ; and  mud  be 
always  pleafing  to  thofe  monarchy,  who, 

imitating 

* SeePrynne’s  <c  Biief  regifter  of  parliamentary  writs.” 
firft  part,  p.  334.  quoted,  by  Mr.  G.  Sharp,  in  his 
laft  cited  tract  5 p.  545  and  in  his  “ Declaration  of  the 
people’s  natural  right,  p.  167.  Second  edition,  1775. 
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imitating  the  example  of  the  fir  ft  and  the 
third  Edward,  would  wifh  to  be  efteemed 
bleffmgs  to  their  country,  and  ornaments  to 
human  kind. 

Truth  always  flourifhes,  where  a free  dif- 
cuffion  hath  previoully  prevailed.  I have 
not  the  prefumption  to  imagine,  that  I could 
add  any  weight  to  the  arguments  already  ad- 
duced by  the  excellent  major  Cartwright, 
and  other  writers,  in  favour  of  the  ancient 
ufage  of  this  country.  I will  only  fay,  that 
as  many  refpe&able  characters  in  the  mino- 
rity are  known  to  hold  a different  dodtrine,  I 
wifh  they  would,  like  him,  come  forward 
to  the  public,  and  plead  their  caufe  before 
its  refpeCtable  tribunal.  Confcious  of  the 
reCtitude  of  the  principles  I have  efpoufed, 
if  more  able  combatants  were  wanting,  I 
would  not  fear  to  meet  the  ftrongeft  of  their 
party,  on  this  important  queftion.  I love 
truth,  and  I love  my  country  ; and  I think 
that,  by  the  circumftances  of  the  times,  every 
citizen  is  now  called  upon  to  fupport  their 
caufe. 

' . • • j 

ALFRED, 


HI.  Juj-t 
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III. 


July  27,  1782. 

A SPEECH  AT  A GENERAL  MEETING  OF1 
THE  ELECTORS  OF  WESTMINSTER.* 

GENTLEMEN, 

My  worthy  friend,  major  Cartwright, 
having  fo  ably  enforced  the  neceffityof  are- 
form  in  the  commons’  houfe  of  parliament, 

and 

[*Wednefday,  July  17,  1782,  was  appointed  fora 
general  meeting  of  the  electors  of  W eftminfter,  in  Weft- 
minfter-hall,  to  confider  of  a petition  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  for  a more  equal  reprefentation  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  for  fhortening  the  duration  of  parliament.  Mr. 
Fox,  and  the  Weftminfter  committee  appeared  on  the 
huttings  ; when  Mr.  Fox,  being  unanimoufly  called  in- 
to the  chair,  came  forward,  and  addrefled  himfelf  to  the 
electors,  in  a maflerly  and  animated  fpeech,  upon  the 
occafion.  Major  Cartwright  propofed  three  refolutions, 
Mr.  Sawbridge  moved  the  petition.  Thefe  being  una- 
nimoufly agreed  to,  Dr.  Jebb  addrefled  himfelf  to  the 
eledlors  in  this  fpeech. 

The  petition,  which  was  afterwards  prefented  by  Mr. 
Fox  and  fir  Cecil  Wray,  was  as  follows. 

Tv 
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and  explained  the  grounds  and  reafens,  on 
which  the  prayer  of  the  propofed  petition, 
is  founded,  it  is  unne'eeffary  for  me  to  add 

any 

To  the  hon.  the  commons  ofGreatBritain  in  parliament 

affembled. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and 
liberty  of  Weftminfter. 

Sheweth, 

That  the  prefent  difproportioned  and  inadequate  re- 
prefentation  of  the  commons  of  this  realm,  and  uncon- 
ffitutional  duration  of  parliament,  are  grievances  of  fa 
great  magnitude  as  to  require  immediate  attention  and 
effectual  redrefs. 

That  your  petitioners  do  farther  beg  leave  to  fugged, 
that  the  obfervance  of  a due  proportion  of  reprefentation 
throughout  the  kingdom,  is  not  only  the  natural,  true, 
and  conftitutional,  but  the  mod:  fnnple  and  practicable 
mode  of  correcting  the  prefent  defeats  in  the  national 
reprefentation  ; and  the  only  fpecies  of  reform,  that  can 
either  render  general  juftice,  or  give  general  fatisfac- 
tion,  or  afford  a complete  fecurity  for  the  future  purity 
of  this  branch  of  the  legiflature. 

And  your  petitioners  humbly  trufr  this  houfe  will  be 
pleafed  to  confider,  that  in  the  fubjedt  of  this  petition 
is  included  all  that  can  be  dear  to  citizens  and  to  men. 

Your  petitioners  humbly  intreat  this  honourable  houfe 
to  take  the  premifes  into  its  confideration,  in  full  ex- 
pectation that  this  honourable  houfe  will  beftow  its  fe- 
rious  attention  to  their  complaints,  examine  their  claims 
with  impartiality,  and  finally  afford  its  utmoft  aid  in 
obtaining  juftice. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c,J 
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any  thing,  to  what  he  has  fuggefled  on  thefe 
fubjedts. 

A queftion,  however,  may  be  afked,  in 
what  manner  will  it  be  neceffary  for  you  to 
adt,  in  order  to  carry  your  wifhes  into  effedt  ? 

In  the  firft  place,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
render  the  figning  the  petition  as  general  as 
poflible. 

I would  recommend  to  you,  fhidioufly  to 
inquire  into,  and  thoroughly  to  compre- 
hend, the  nature  of  the  reform  you  demand  5 
examine  into  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  the 
petition  and  if  you  approve  its  prayer, 
teftify  your  approbation  by  your  voluntary 
lignature.  I would  not,  on  any  account, 
wifh  you  to  fign  what  you  do  not  compre- 
hend i nor  to  be  induced  to  fupport  the  peti- 
tion from  any  other  principle,  than  a firm 
perfuafion  of  the  propriety  of  its  prayer. 
Copies  will  be  difperfed  in  proper  places.  A 
due  degree  of  attention  will  not  be  wanting 
in  your  committee ; but,  if  you  wifh  fuccefs, 
you  mud:  yourfelves  appear  zealous  in  the 
caufe.  It  is  neceffary  that  the  fignatures  be 
numerous,  otherwife  we  fliall  give  efficacy 
to  the  argument  ufed  againft  us  in  the  houfe 

of 
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of  commons,  in  which  it  was  aflerted,  that 
the  reformation  requefted,  is  not  the  wiih 
of  the  people. 

A fecond  method,  by  which  an  unarmed 
people  can  effedt  a conftitutional  purpofe,  is, 
by  perfeverance  and  a manly  firmnefs,  in  the 
mode  of  urging  their  requeft. 

It  is  your  duty,  if  you  be  perfuaded  of  the 
juflice  of  your  caufe,  to  declare  repeatedly 
and  fteadily  in  the  ear  of  parliament,  that 
no  confideration  will  prevail  with  you  to  fuf- 
pend  your  exertions,  until  you  have  obtained 
fubftantial  juftice ; and  that  nothing,  but  the 
concedion  of  your  conftitutional  demands, 
can  induce  you,  without  murmuring,  to 
bear  thofe  numerous  taxes,  which,  unlefs 
you  be  fairly  reprefen  ted,  can  by  no  means  be 
equitably  impofed.  It  is  my  hope ; it  is 
my  expedition,  that,  in  a fhort  time,  one  cry 
will  go  through  the  land ; and  that  the  voice 
of  the  people  will  be  loud  and  univerfal 
from  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom ; that 
the  language  of  every  conftituent  to  every 
reprefentative  will  be,  “Reftore  the  confti- 
tution  of  our  country.” 

A third 
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A third  mode,  which  will  affid  you  In 
cfieding  your  purp-pfe,  is,  to  watch  dili- 
gently who  thofe  men  are,  that  uniformly  in 
parliament  fupport  your  caufe,  and  who 
they  are,  that  have  the  confidence  to  oppofe 
it;  affording  to  thofe  who  fupport  it,  the 
fulled  evidences  of  your  approbation  ; and 
treating  the  opponents  of  your  juft  and  righ- 
teous claims,  with  thofe  marks  of  your  dif- 
pleafure,  which  their  unconflitutional  and 
unworthy  conduct  deferves.  Ee  allured  that 
' public  cenfure,  for  I do  not  mean  to  counfel 
you  to  any  illegal  aft,  is  a powerful  weapon, 
which  cannot  be  wrefted  from  you,  by  any 
machinations  of  your  adverfaries.  fhe 
mod  exalted  peer,  however  he  may  pride 
himfelf  in  the  didin&ions  he  enjoys,  how- 
ever elevated  he  may  edeem  his  dation 
above  the  common  mats  of  the  people,  can- 
not eafily  confole  himfelf,  under  the  lofs  of 
their  approbation  and  favour.  This  method, 
gentlemen,  of  carrying  your  purpofe  into 
execution,  is  perfedly  agreeable  to  the  ge- 
nius of  the  englifh  conditution.  The  power 
of  taxation  ultimately  relides  in  the  englifh 
commons;  by  this  power,  the  people  controul 
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the  crown,  and  this  power  is  delegated  to 
their  reprefentatives  but,  the  power  of  cen- 
fure  the  people  hill  retain,  and  thus  are  ena- 
bled to  retain  their  reprefentatives,  when 
fairly  chofen,  within  the  limits  of  their 
duty. 

With  refped  to  the  prayer  of  the  prefent 
petition,  you  will  obferve,  it  is  exprelfed  in 
the  moh  general  terms  ; it  requehs  nothing 
fpecific ; this  was  concerted,  in  order  to 
obviate  that  diversity  of  fentiment  which 
muh  necelfarily  take  place,  before  the  fub- 
jed  has  been  properly  difculfed.  We  hate, 
becaufe  we  all  feel  the  grievance ; we  leave 
the  confideration  of  the  remedy  to  parlia- 
ment, truhing  that  parliament  will  explore 
what  is  juh  and  equal,  and  do  what  juhice 
lhall  require,  I have  no  occalion  to  inform 
you,  that  a noble  and  extenfive  plan  for  an 
equal,  annual,  and  univerfai  reprefentation 
of  the  commons,  was  propofed  in  the  upper 
houfe  of  parliament,  by  that  dillinguilhed 
patriot  the  duke  of  Richmond.  To  that  plan, 
which  correfponds  alfo  to  the  idea  of  major 
Cartwright,  i intirely  alfent.  Yet,  though 
attached  to  the  idea  of  annual  eledions,  I can, 

with 
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with  perfect  confiftency,  join  in  the  prefen? 
petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  take 
the  matter  into  their  ferious  confideration ; 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  thofe  who  are 
equally  attached  to  triennial  parliaments, 
may,  with  equal  confiftency,  unite  in  the 
fame  requeft. 

I muft  farther  obferve  to  you,  that  the  pre- 
fent  is  a moment  Angularly  favourable  to  our 
views.  There  is  a general  difpofition  through- 
out England,  to  concur  in  this  falutary 
work;  and  we  have  alfo  at  the  head  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  a fet  of  men  who  have  profeffed 
and  manifefted  a zealous  attachment  to  our 
caufe.  It  is  with  heartfelt  fatisfadion  that 
I requeft  you  to  turn  your  attention  to  that 
exalted  character,  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
who  may,  in  a manner,  be  faid  to  live  only 
to  effed  this  great,  this  important  purpofe. 
We  have  alfo  the  exprefs  declarations  of  the 
earl  of  Shelburne,  as  may  be  feen  in  his 
letter  to  the  county  of  Wilts  ; wherein  he 
declares,  that  the  people  of  England  have 
a right  to  an  annual  eledion  of  their  repre- 
fentativQS,  and  an  equal  reprefentation, 
founded  upon  an  higher  authority  than  any 
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ad  or  ads  of  parliament  can  confer.  We 
have,  therefore,  a right  to  conclude,  that 
a nobleman,  who  fo  folemnly  declared  his 
fentiments,  in  the  face  of  the  people,  will, 
now  he  is  poffeffed  of  power,  fteadily  fup- 
port  our  equitable  and  constitutional  de- 
mand. We  have  alfo  a right  to  declare, 
that  if  he  fails  in  gratifying  our  reafonable 
expedations,  he  will  juftly  incur  that  pub- 
lic cenfure,  the  nature  of  which  I have  be- 
fore delineated,  and  lofe  all  title  to  the 
estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens.  In  fuch 
circumstances,  the  moft  fplendid  diftinc- 
tions  of  office  will  afford  a very  imperfed 
confolation  to  the  earl  of  Shelburne.  I 
will  alfo  mention  another  worthy  charader, 
now  in  power,  and  attached  to  your  caufe  ; 
I mean  the  illuStrious  fon  of  that  illuStrious 
ftatefman,  the  earl  of  Chatham.  He  has 
already  merited  much  of  his  country,  by 
moving  for  the  appointment  of  a committee 
to  confider  our  requeit. 

With  all  thefe  profpeds,  you  will  be 
wanting  to  yourfelves,  and  your  pofferity,  if 
you  do  not  manifeit  your  attachment  to 
your  excellent  caufe,  in  the  manner  I have 
ilh  X defcribeda 
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defcribed.  Sign  the  petition ; recommend 
it  to  your  neighbours  ; and  declare  thofe 
who  are  againft  it  to  be  unworthy  of  your 
confidence.  Be  affured,  if  you  will  your- 
felves  properly  fupport  it,  no  human  power 
can  prevent  your  fuccefs.  The  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  people,  is  the  exclufive  concern 
of  the  people.  To  the  houfe  of  lords,  par- 
ticular offices  and  powers  are  affigned,  with 
which  the  people  cannot  with  propriety 
interfere  : but,  with  refped  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  their  bufmefs  is  your  bufinefs, 
their  rights  your  rights.  I will  afk  you, 
is  it  reafonable  that  you  fhould  be  obliged 
to  pay  taxes,  without  being  pofiefied  of  a 
fufficient  controul  over  the  perfons  who  im- 
pofe  them  ? At  prefent  you  have  no  con- 
troul. The  difproportion  in  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  this  country,  the  length  of  our 
parliaments,  and  the  depredations  commit- 
ted, in  various  periods  of  our  hiftory,  upon 
the  right  of  fuffrage,  have  utterly  deftroyed 
the  ancient  conftitutional  connedion  be- 
tween the  houfe  of  commons  and  the  peo- 
ple. The  majority  of  that  houfe  are  no 
longer  the  reprefentatives  of  the  commons; 
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they  are  the  dependents  of  the  nobles,  th£ 
creatures  of  the  crown.  I will  alfo  afk  you,  if 
you,  who  are  fo  immediately  concerned  in 
this  great  que-ftion,  will  not  exert  your- 
felves,  can  you  expedt  that  the  king,  that 
the  lords,  that  the  houfe  of  commons,  that 
corrupt  body,  which  is  the  propofed  ob- 
ject of  the  reform,  will  effect  it  for  you  ? 
I once  more,  therefore,  recommend  to 
you  a firm,  decided,  perfevering,  but  yet 
pacific  condudt.  Peaceful  means  will  be 
fuffic'ient  for  your  purpofe  : but  zeal  will 
be  required;  and  alfo  a firm  determination 
to  honour,  with  your  approbation  and  confix 
dence,  only  thofe  of  your  reprefen tatives, 
who,  by  a uniform,  heady,  and  confident 
condudt,  fhall  manifeft  a warm  attachment 
to  your  caufe. 


IV. 

August  g,  lyftz, 

A friend  to  pence,  and  the  rights  of  man- 
kind, who  entertains  the  higheft  relpedt  for 
Mr.  Middleton’s  principles  and  charafler 
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cannot  help  expreffing  his  furprife  at  the 
encouragement  he  has  afforded  to  the  fcheme 
of  reviving  the  odious  and  abominable 
meafure  of  fhip-money,  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk  a meafure,  equally  unconftitutional 
and  impolitic,  and  fraught  with  danger  to 
that  caufe,  which  Mr.  Middleton’s  principles 
naturally  lead  him  to  fupport.  Can  it  be 
conflitutional,  to  encourage  a mode  of  railing 
money  on  the  fubjedt,  for  the  due  applica- 
tion of  which,  the  minifler  will  net  hold 
himfelf  refponfible  to  parliament  ? Can  it  be 
politic,  to  open  a fubfeription  for  the  purpofe 
of  railing  a force,  without  the  power  of  di- 
recting its  exertion,  and  which,  in  all  proba- 
bility, will  be  exerted  in  the  profecution  of 
the  american  war  ? I ammyfelf  an  enthufiafl 
with  refpeft  to  the  idea  of  upholding  the 
naval  power  of  England.  I am  jealous  of  a 
Handing  army.  I ardently  wifh  that  no  other 
landed  force  was  known  to  this  country,  than 
what  the  voluntary  fpirit  of  its  inhabitants 
would  fupply,  and  this,  officered,  neither 
by  the  lord  lieutenants,  nor  the  crown.  I 
am  perfuaded,  that  it  is  next  to  an  impoffi- 
bility,  for  the  generous  heart  of  an  englifli 

lailor. 
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failor,  to  harbour  a thought  that  Is  hoftile  to 
the  liberties  of  his  country.  I therefore 
have  no  apprehenfion  of  danger  from  any 
multiplication  of  our  naval  refources  ; but 
the  proje&ed  mode  of  collecting  the  fupplies 
for  an  increafe  of  our  naval  ftrength,  is  juft- 
ly  reprehenfible. 

To  a perfon  who  confiders  the  figns  of 
the  times,  this  meafure  fuggefts  the  idea 
of  its  being  propofed  for  the  purpofe  of  di- 
verting the  counties  from  the  plan  of  par- 
liamentary reformation ; and,  under  a fpe- 
cious  appearance  of  railing  a force  to  oppofe 
the  power  of  France  and  Spain,  it  fecretly 
aims  at  the  farther  perfection  of  our  ameri- 
can  brethren ; at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
femi-compulfory  meafure  of  levying  the  con- 
tribution, by  an  unequal  tax,  not  upon  the 
ability  and  real  refources,  but  the  fpirit  of 
the  country,  bears  too  much  refemblance  to 
the  loans  and  benevolences  of  former  times 
to  be  haftily  adopted  by  the  friends  to  free- 
dom and  the  conftitution.  If  the  idea  fhould 
be  followed  in  the  other  counties,  (and  I 
hear  a fimilar  movement  is  intended  in  the 
county  of  Devon,)  I fhould  wifh  to  fee  it 
puflied,  though  upon  a very  different  plan, 
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in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  I would  wifh 
its  inhabitants,  according  to  their  abilities, 
to  contribute  for  the  purpofe  of  their  external 
defence.  I would  wifli  them  to  build  fhips  of 
war  for  the  purpofe  of  protecting  their  trade ; 
but,  to  retain  the  power  of  nominating  their 
commanders,  and  directing  their  deftination. 

I would  with  Scotland  to  purfue  the  fame 
line  of  conduCt.  I j would  wifli  to  behold 
that  long  oppreffed  country  once  more  re- 
fpeCtable,  and  owe  its  fecurity  to  the  native 
virtue  and  valour  of  its  fons. 

A few  years  ago,  it  gave  me  a very  fenfible 
concern,  when  I beheld  that  patriot  noble- 
man, the  duke  of  Rutland,  exhauft  his 
eflate  of  its  proper  ftrength,  the  flower  of 
that  youth  who  cultivated  his  fields,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  increafe  that  influence  of  the 
crown,  which  threatens  the  extinction  of  our 
freedom.  The  fame  exertion,  employed  in 
difcipljning  that  youth,  under  oriiceis  chofen 
by  themfelves,  would  have  fet  a noble  ex- 
ample of  an  independent  fpirit  to  his  coun- 
try. His  name  is  mentioned  as  a fupporter 
of  the  prefent  meafure. 

1 rejoice,  however,  that  fome  of  the  mod 
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refpedtable  gentlemen  of  a county,  to 
which  I retain  a partiality  that  will  end 
only  with  my  life,  difapprove  of  this 
meafure,  and  fee  it  in  the  fame  light  that 
I do.  Had  I been  prefent  at  the  place  of 
meeting,  I would  have  conjured  my  fellow 
citizens  to  confider  the  natural  confequences 
of  their  conduct.  I would  have  urged  them, 
to  have  evidenced  their  patriotifm,  not  by 
the  offer  of  their  purfes,  but  the  proffer  of 
their  perfons  in  the  tented  field.  I would 
have  exhorted  them  to  have  imitated  the 
illuftrious  example  of  our  lifter  kingdom,  to 
have  expended  the  amount  of  their  fubfcrip- 
tions  in  the  purchafe  of  arms,  and  to  have 
employed  their  vacant  hours  in  learning  their 
ufe.  I would  have  called  them  to  refledt, 
that  their  firft  care  fhould  be  to  reftore  in- 
dependency to  parliament,  and  to  fet  their 
country  free.  In  fuch  circumftances,  the 
confcioufnefs  of  freedom  would  fuggeft  the 
proper  means  of  defence,  would  animate 
them  to  every  fpirited  exertion,  as  they  then 
would  enjoy,  what  at  prefent  they  do  not  en- 
joy, a constitution  and  a country  truly 
worthy  their  Support. 

ALFRED. 
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V. 

TO  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  LONDON  AND 
WESTMINSTER. 

August  io,  1782. 

It  is  confidently  aflerted,  that  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  fhip-money  is  to  be  brought  for- 
ward in  the  counties ; and  that,  by  this  odi- 
ous meafure,  an  attempt  will  be  made  to 
delude  the  nation  into  the  further  profecu- 
tion  of  the  american  war.  That  war,  for 
the  future,  is  to  be  intirely  naval,  which, 
by  the  diftreffes  it  occafions,  will  equally 
oppofe  the  prayer  of  your  late  petitions,  fo 
ably  fupported  by  Mr.  Fox ; and  equally  gra- 
tify that  malignant  fpirit,  which  has  fo  long 
troubled  this  country.  If  the  gentlemen 
of  Suffolk  and  Devonfhire,  be  fond  of  fhip- 
building  and  arms,  let  them  build  private 
fhips  of  war  5 let  them  raife  volunteer  corps 
to  defend  their  coafts.  They  will  then  fet 
a generous  and  ufeful  example  to  their  coun- 
try : but  the  prefent  project  is  unconftitu- 
tional,  illegal,  invidious,  opprelfive,  and 

abominable. 
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abominable,  in  whatever  light  it  is  viewed ; 
and,  however  refpe&able  may  be  the  party, 
who  was  firfl  perfuaded  to  recommend  it, 
ought  to  be  warmly  and  fteadily  oppofed  by 
every  friend  to  his  country,  and  the  liber- 
ties of  mankind. 

Be  upon  your  guard,  therefore,  againft  the 
feducers  j upon  no  account,  imitate  an  ex- 
ample fo  dangerous  to  your  liberties,  and 
fo  deftrudtive  of  every  expectation  of  peace. 
It  is  clearly  perceived  by  your  enemies,  that 
the  american  war  is  odious  to  the  nation,  and 
that  you  are  unwilling  that  any  more  taxes 
fhould  be  levied  on  you,  by  parliamentary 
authority,  for  its  fupport.  It  is,  therefore, 
propofed  (for  you  may  perceive,  from  a 
paragraph  in  a late  paper,  that  this  is  a 
deep  laid  fcheme,)  that  the  navy  of  Eng- 
land, fhould,  in  part,  be  fupported  by  vo- 
luntary fubfcriptions,  under  the  fpecious 
pretext  of  averting  England’s  glory,  and 
maintaining  its  honour  againft  France  and 
Spain  ; but,  with  the  real  defign  of  at- 
tempting, by  a defperate  effort,  utterly  to 
dcftroy  the  commerce  of  America,  and  thus 
reduce  her  to  the  neceffity  of  relinquifhing 

her 
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her  claim  to  that  independence,  which  is 
equally  necefiary  to  the  eftablilhment  of 
american  and  englifh  freedom. 

Away  with  thofe  fhades  that  veil  the  real 

fubfiance  ! Lord  B — and  lord  M hill 

fway  the  counfels  of  the  cabinet ; 

“ Aliufque  et  idem  nafceris.” 

There  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  the 
oflenfible  minifter  only  is  changed,  that  the 

real  minifter  is  the  fame. 

. 

HAMPDEN. 


VI. 

TO  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  LONDON  AND 
WESTMINSTER. 

August  14,  1782. 

In  order  to  render  palatable  the  projected 
meafure  of  levying  fhip-money,  upon  the 
long-deluded  and  infulted  inhabitants  of 
this  ifiand,  an  idea  is  induflrioufly  propa- 
gated, that  the  american  war  is  finally 
clofed.  It  will  not  be  foreign  to  our  pur- 
pofe,  to  inquire  a little  into  the  jflate  of  the 
fa<5h 
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The  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity* 
and  commerce,  concluded  upon  the  fixth 
of  February,  1778,  between  the  moil  chrif- 
tian  kin?  and  the  united  Hates  of  North 

O 

America,  is  expreffed  in  the  following 
terms : 

“ Neither  of  the  two  parties  fhall  con- 
clude either  truce  or  peace  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, without  the  formal  confent  of  the 
other  firft  obtained ; and  they  mutually  en- 
gage not  to  lay  down  their  arms,  until  the 
independence  of  the  united  Hates  fhall  have 
been  formally  or  tacitly  allured,  by  the 
treaty  or  treaties  that  fhall  terminate  the 
war.” 

When  the  conclufion  of  this  treaty  was  au- 
thenticated, hoHilities  inHantly  commenced 
between  France  and  England. 

The  avowed  object  of  France,  therefore, 
in  the  prefent  war,  is  to  eHablifh  the  inde- 
pendence of  America  j the  purpofe  of  Eng- 
land in  the  war,  is  to  oppofe  its  eHablifh- 
ment. 

Had  the  meafure,  recommended  by  Mr. 
Fox,  been  adopted  in  the  cabinet,  the  ob- 
ject of  the  war  would  have  been  inHantly 

changed. 
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changed.  It  would  then  have  been  evi- 
dent, that  the  king  had  acceded  to  the 
prayer  of  your  petition  ; it  then  would  have 
been  evident  to  all  Europe,  that  the  king 
“ had  relinquifhed  intirely,  and  for  ever, 
the  plan  of  reducing  your  american  brethren 
to  obedience  by  force.” 

In  fuch  circumftances,  he  might  have 
fufpended  or  continued  his  hoftile  exertions 
on  the  coaft,  or  continent  of  America,  at 
his  pleafure.  Thofe  exertions,  with  refpedt 
to  their  objedt  and  intereft,  would  in  no 
refpedt  have  been  differenced  from  our  ope- 
rations, in  a former  war,  at  Cherburgh  and 
Belleifle.  But,  in  all  human  probability, 
all  the  parties  engaged  in  the  conteft,  would, 
before  this  time,  have  entered  upon  the  en- 
joyment of  the  bleffings  of  peace. 

As  matters  are  circumftanced,  at  prefent, 
not  only  every  military  operation  upon  the 
coaft  and  continent  of  America,  is  levelled 
againft  the  fovereignty  of  the  country;  but, 
every  exertion  of  our  fleets  and  armies 
againft  the  power  of  France,  has,  for  its 
immediate  objedt,  the  fubjugation  of  your 
american  brethren  to  obedience  by  force. 

The 
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The  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  in  the  Caro- 
linas  and  New- York,  are  a confeffion  of 
your  weaknefs,  but  by  no  means  amount 
to  a renunciation  of  the  principle  of  the 
war;  and,  even  the  projected  direction  of 
your  force  againft  their  ally,  in  the  Well 
Indies,  amounts  to  no  more  than  a change 
in  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  attack.  I 
trull,  I do  not  draw  a falfe  conclufion ; l 
would  not  intentionally  midead  you ; recol- 
lect the  immediate  caufe  of  the  war,  look' 
back  to  the  words  of  the  treaty,  and  decide 
for  yourfelves. 

I would  alfo  remind  you,  that,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  conteft,  an  adt  of  parliament 
was  palled,  and  Ihips  of  war  were  llationed 
on  the  coalts  of  New-England,  to  reltrain 
the  trade  of  the  inhabitants  « until  they  re- 
turned to  their  duty,”  which  was  defined 
to  conlill  in  their  acknowledgment  of  the 
legislative  authority  of  this  country.  Yon 
may  remember  the  condud  and  expreffions 
of  the  lord  advocate  of  Scotland  upon  the 
occafion.  The  fame  perfon  has  been  lately 
appointed  treafurer  to  the  navy,  by  the 
prime  miniller  of  England.  He  is  a man 
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of  abilities,  and  I have  no  doubt  but  that  he 
will  very  reputably  difcharge  the  duties  of 
his  office.  But  what,  I in  treat  you  to  con- 
fider,  will  be  the  fentiments  and  feelings  of 
America-  upon  the  appointment  ? By  a very 
natural  affociation  of  ideas,  they  will  in- 
ftantly  recoiled  the  claim  of  England,  and 
the  manner  of  enforcing  it. 

Until  we  have  formally  renounced  this 
claim,  we  mull;  naturally  be  fuppofed  to 
perfift  in  it.  Every  engliffi  (hip  of  war 
that  now  dpproaches  the  american  ffiores, 
from  the  mouths  of  its  cannon,  re-echoes  a 
dodrine,  which  our  bayonets  had  before 
infcribed  in  charaders  of  blood. 

Notwithftanding  the  fpecious  pretext  of 
maintaining  the  national  honour  againft 
France  and  Spain,  the  projeded  plan  of  le- 
vying fhip- money  in  the  counties,  mu  ft  be 
'underftood  by  the  americans,  as  a declara- 
tion of  the  minifter’s  intention,  to  perfift  in 
the  plan  of  reducing  them  to  obedience  by 
force  j and,  muft  be  produdive  of  ftill  greater 
embarraftments,  unlefs  by  the  recognition 
of  american  independence,  he  lhould  change 
the  objed  of  the  war.  You  may  remem- 
ber 
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her  the  effeft  of  the  addreffes  from  Man- 
cheder,  See.  at  the  commencement  of  the 
conted. — Alas ! experience  has  not  taught 
us  wifdom.  - 

But  we  have  offered  independence  to 
America,  and  die  refufes  to  treat  with  us. 

We  knew,  four  years  ago,  as  appears  from 
the  exprefs  terms  of  the  treaty,  that  Ame- 
rica could  not  poffibly  treat  with  us,  unlefs 
in  concert  with  her  allies. 

Your  miniders  have  reduced  matters  to 
this  date  : they  have  affiduoufly  laboured, 
by  every  unworthy  art,  to  detach  France 
from  America,  and  America  from  France. 
Attempts  of  the  fame  nature  have  lately 
been  renewed. 

Your  parliament  have  lately  paffed  an  aft, 
of  which  it  appears  to  be  the  evident  inten- 
tion, to  divide,  to  delude,  to  deceive,  and  to 
betray.  oui  houfe  of  commons  have  ex— 
preffed  a wifh  for  reconciliation  with  Ame- 
rica, in  order  that  the  force  of  the  nation 
may  be  employed  againd  that  power,  to 
which,  America,  in  a great  meafure,  owes 
her  prefen t flouridling  date  ! 

Do  you  imagine  that  the  Americans  will 

be 
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be  fo  ungrateful  to  their  allies  ; and,  at  the' 
fame  time,  fo  impolitic  as  to  forward  this 
idea  ? 

What  does  common  fenfe  dictate  on  fuch 
©ccafions  ? The  americans,  will,  doubtlefs, 
enter  into  new  leagues ; they  will  aflociate 
ftill  more  intimately  with  the  enemies  of 
this  country  ; they  will  efieem  eveiy  exei- 
tion  of  your  force  againfl  the  power  of 
France,  as  dire&ed  againfi  themfelves. 

Infiead  of  profiting  by  pad  experience, 
the  natural  conferences  of  our  formei  folly 
are  urged  as  invincible  arguments  for  the 
continuance  of  the  war.  By  our  prepofte- 
rous  conduct,  we  urged  our  american  bre- 
thren to  refiftancej, in  order  to  overcome 
that  refiftance,  we  forced  them  into  a de- 
claration of  independence } and,  in  the  next 
place,  compelled  them  to  intreat  foreign  al- 
liances to  fupport  an  independence  now  ren- 
dered, by  our  violence  and  outrage,  efl'en^ 
tial  to  their  fafety } and,  in  the  prefent  hour, 
indead  of  taking  the  obvious  methods  of 
relieving  ourfelves  from  the  calamity  of  a 
war,  we  adopt  every  meafure  that  can  initate 
and  inflame  them,  or  tends  to  cement  their 
union  with  the  ancient  enemy  of  England; 

w* 
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we  even  revive  an  odious,  and  judly  exploded 
mode  of  levying  jnoney  on  the  fubjedt,  as 
if  we  laboured  to'  convince  them,  that  ra« 
ther  than  fail  in  our  defign  of  deftroying 
their  riling  conditution,  we  will  fubvert  our 
own.  ; 

• But,  it  is  faid,  ■ the  combination  being 
a 6tu ally  formed,  it  is  in  vain  that  we  look 
back  to  the  fource  of  our  calamities ; the 
fword  mud:  now  determine  the  conted.  Is 
it  thus  we  reafon  ? Shall  the  extreme  of 
injudice,  on  the;  part  of  the  aggredbr,  ut- 
terly abolilh  the  didindtive  characters  of 
right  and  wrong  ? Shall  it  be  deemed  cri- 
minal to  adt,  in  the  fird  indance,  asaind 
our  better  judgment ; and  an  adt  of  wifdom, 
and  of  virtue,  to  pe.rfid  in  error  : and  this, 
at  a moment,  when  we  know  we  can  be 
relieved  from  all  our  embarradments  by  an 
adt  of  judice,  by  a Ample  recognition  of  a fad  ? 
O America!  liberated,  triumphant,  inde- 
pendent, nurfe  of  heroes,  afylum  facred  to 
fadering  humanity  ! grateful  to  me  it  is  to 
refledt,  that  in  every  dage  of  this  calami- 
tous con  ted,  my  heart  has  felt,  my  tongue 
has  confefled,  the  judice  of  thy  caufe  ! 

HAMPDEN. 


III. 


Y 


VII.  Au* 
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VII. 

August 1782. 

Some  of  the  advocates  for  aflifling  go- 
vernment by  voluntary  fubfcriptions,  whofe 
candour  and  ftile  of  writing  entitle  them  to 
refpeCt,  have  urged,  that  the  authority  of 
the  collective  body  of  the  commons  being 
paramount  to  that  of  their  reprefentatives, 
the  propofed  fubfcriptions  are  perfectly  con- 
fonant  to  the  fpirit  of  our  conftitution. 

My  attention  is  open  to  an  argument, 
which  refts  upon  fo  fair  a foundation  j but 
is  there  not  fome  fubflantial  fallacy  in  the 
form  of  the  deduction  ? It  is  readily  con- 
ceded, that  the  commons  of  England,  in 
their  collective  capacity,  may  give  and 
grant  whatever  aids  and  fubfidies  they 
think  proper  to  the  crown ; and  from  this 
principle  it  flows,  that  the  commons  houfe 
of  parliament,  when  a fair  reprefentation 
of  the  people,  are  authorifed,  with  the  con- 
fent  of  the  king  and  nobles,  to  impofe  taxes 

upon 
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upon  the  fubjed.  The  grant  of  the  com- 
mons in  parliament,  in  fuch  cafe,  is  the 
grant  of  the  people,  as  every  individual,  ei- 
ther in  peribn,  or  by  proxy,  is  then  confent- 
ing  to  the  grant.  The  nobles  aftent,  be- 
caufe  their  property  is  involved  in  the  grant; 
and  the  confent  of  the  king  is  required  for 
no  other  purpofe  than  to  expedite  its  equi- 
table collection,  by  affording  a legal  form 
to  a gratuitous  ad  of  the  people. 

But  when  I vindicate  to  the  people,  in 
their  coliedive  capacity,  this  power  of 
granting  fubfidies  to  the  crown,  even  inde- 
pendently of  their  reprefentatives ; I mull 
be  underftood  to  mean,  that  the  majority 
only  of  the  colledive  body  can  exercife  this 
power;  that  previous  deliberation,  which 
cannot  take  place  without  a new  delegation 
for  this  fpecific  purpofe,  muft  precede  the 
grant;  and,  that  the  mode  of  contribution, 
muft  be  regulated  in  fuch  a manner,  that 
each  individual  may  feel  a perfed  freedom 
from  even  the  ftiadow  of  conftraint : it  be- 
ing obvious,  that  if  a minority  were  to  grant 
aids  to  the  crown,  either  generally,  or  even 
for  a fpecific  purpofe,  the  majority  would 
^ 2 reafonably 
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reafonably  be  alarmed  at  an  a®;-  that  might, 
eventually,  ftrike  at  the  effentials  of  liberty, 
or  effed  the  deftrudion  of  the  ftate.  If 
the  grant  were  to  commence  without  the 
affiftance  of  a general  delegation,  the  mea- 
sure would  naturally  be  fubjed  to  ail  the 
evils,  which  precipitate  counfels  ’produce  ; 
and,  in  the  laft  place,  unlefs  the  utmoft 
care  were  taken  in  the  mode  of  contribution, 
individuals,  who  might  decline,  ioi  leafons 
to  themfelves  juftifiable,  bearing  a part  in 
fuch  fubfcriptions,  would  feel  themfelves 
expofed  to  fo  many  inconveniencies,  as 
would  render  the  meafure  equally  oppref- 
five,  with  the  aids  and  benevolences  of  the 

Stuart  times. 

In  order  to  prevent  evils  of  fuch  fubftan- 
tial  importance,  the  method,  which  natu- 
rally  fuggefts  itfelf,  is  that  which  our  ancef- 
tors  have  adopted.  The  object  to  be  ef- 
fected, with  every  circumftance  of  confe- 
quence  pertaining  to  it,  is  folemnly  de- 
bated in  the  great  affembly  of  the  nation ; 
and,  if  the  occafion  of  the  fupply  appeals 
juft  and  reafonable ; the  fupply  itfelf.  and 
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the  • mode  of  its  collection,  are  determined 
by  a parliamentary  vote. 

From  hence  appears,  in  the  ftrongeft 
point  of  view,  the  necefiity  of  a fair  and 
equal  reprefentation  of  the  commons  ; a re- 
prefentation, which  exprefles  their  with,  and 
whole  voice  is  ftriCtly  the  organ  of  their 
will  ; a reprefentation,  which  would  ena- 
ble the  national  fpirit  to  exert  itfelf  with 
vigour  and  unanimity  ; and  would  convey, 
to  the  mind  of  every  individual,  a convic- 
tion, that,  for  the  affiltance  he  afforded  to 
the  exigencies  of  government,  he  would  re- 
ceive an  ample  compenfation  in  the  fecurity 
of  his  perfon,  the  protection  of  his  pro- 
perty, the  advancement  of  commerce,  and 
in  the  permanent  glory  and  profperity  of 
his  country. 

The  fubfeription,  which  commenced  un- 
der the  aufpices  of  the  earl  of , in  the 

county  of  Suffolk?;-  and  which,  with  every 
unworthy . artifice,  he  is  ftill  fuppofed  to 
promote,  bears  no  refemblance  to  what  I 
have  deferibed.  It  is  partial,  unjuft,  un- 
conftitutional,  and  dangerous  in  the  ex- 
treme. Its  objeCt  was  evidently  to  delude 

Y 3 the 
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the  nation  into  a vigorous  renovation  of  the 
american  war,  and  to  add  flrength  to  an 
adminiifration  founded  upon  favoritifm,  in 
oppofition  to  the  wiflies  of  the  people.  A 
committee,  appointed  by  a fingle  county, 
prefumed  to  didtate  the  objedt  of  the  aid, 
and  to  regulate  the  form,  by  which  it  was 
to  be  levied  on  the  inhabitants.  The  mem- 
bers of  that  committee,  by  prefling  the 
fubfcription  from  houfe  to  houfe,  in  a 
manner  equally  unprecedented  and  indecent, 
fcarcely  permitted,  to  the  alarmed  citizen, 
the  power  of  refufal.  Letters  were  written 
to  every  county  in  England  ; the  fheriffs 
were  urged  to  aflemble  the  inhabitants  to 
co-operate  in  an  adt,  which  fuperfeded  the 
authority  of  the  commons’  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment, and  anticipated  the  judgment  of  the 
great  aflembly  of  the  nation.  My  indigna- 
tion rifes  at  every  recolledtion  of  the  pafl:  j 
but  I am  alarmed,  beyond  meafure,  when  I 
refledt  upon  what  I fufpedt  to  be  intended. 

When  the  artful  machinations  of  lord 

, co-operating  with  the  inclinations 

of  the , had  driven  that  accomplilhed 

ftatefman,  Mr.  Fox,  from  the  feat  of  power. 


an 
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an  opportunity  was  afforded  to  the  prefent 
minifter,  of  attempting  the  profecution  of 
thofe  meafures,  which  he  avowed  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1778.  The  failure  of 
the  fcheme  of  recruiting  the  navy  by  volun- 
tary fubfcriptions,  has  not,  I am  inclined  to 
believe,  abated  his  ardour  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  american  war.  The  offer  of  in- 
dependence, although  it  is  not  to  be  finally 
eftablifhed  ’till  the  ratification  of  a general 
peace,  may  poffibly  be  urged  as  an  inftance 
of  England’s  difpofition  to  terminate  the 
conteft ; and  arguments  may  be  drawn,  from 
the  alledged  unwillingnefs  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  to  accede  to  equitable  terms,  for  a 
frefh  exertion  of  the  fpirit  of  this  country. 
In  thefe  circumftances,  there  may  be  reafon 
to  apprehend  that  the  meafure  of  railing  fup- 
plies,  by  voluntary  aids,  might'  receive  the 
fandtion  of  a corrupt  parliament ; and  the 
people  be  called  upon,  under  the  pretext  of 
fupporting  the  glory  of  England  againfl:  its 
ancient  enemies,  to  continue  a war,  of  which 
the  real  objedt  is  the  fubjugation  of  our 
american  brethren  to  obedience  by  force. 
Againfl;  this  delufion,  this  unjuflifiable  prcn 

Y 4 cedure. 
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cedure, this.unconditufional  furrendcr  of  the 
eflential  powers  and  privileges  of  parliament, 
I would  wim  jmy  countrymen  to  be  pre- 
pared. It  is  an  aft,  which  cannot  be  le- 
galised by  the  confent  of  all  the  condituent 
parts  of  the  legislature  ; it 'would  amount  to 
a fubverlipri  of  the  cbnftitution  j and  the 
government,  by  fuch  an  aft  of  treafon,  would 
be  utterly  diffolved. 


HAMPDEN. 


vnx. 


TO  ANTI  - HAMPDEN. 


{ > 

AuCtUST  23,  1782. 


Sir, 


You  have  certainly  chofen  a mod:  unfortu- 
nate fignature  to  your  letter ; and,  what  is 
more  material,  have  not  attempted  to  an- 
fwer  a Angle  argument  of  the  writer  you  op- 
pole.  The  demondration  of  the  adertion, 
therefore,  “ that  notwithfianding  the  fpe- 
cious  pretext  of  maintaining  the  national 
honour  againd:  France  and  Spain,  the  lhbju- 

o-ation. 
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cation  of  America  to  obedience  by  force, 
continues  to  be  the  real  object  of  every  mili- 
tary arrangement,”  remains  in  full  force.  I 
now  will  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  gentlemen, 

whofe  caufe  you  defend. 

Under  the  adminiftration  of  lord  North, 
the  american  war  was  adjudged,  by  the  fen- 
fible  part  of  the  community,  and,  I believe, 
efteemed  by  a majority  of  yourfelves,  to  be 
impolitic  and  unjuft.  Under  the  adminiftra- 
tion of  lord  Shelburne,  hath  any  event  taken 
place,  which  has  changed  its  character?  Have 
we,  by  any  public  declaration,  difavowed  its 
primary  objecft  and  intent  ? And  yet,  with 
an  eagernefs  fcarcely  inferior  to  that  which 
Liverpool  and  Manchefter  expreffed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  conteft,  you  embrace 
the  idea  of  the  minifter,  and  come  forward 

i 

with  a zeal,  as  if  you  wifhed  for  a renewal  of 
thofe  barbarities,  which  have  fo  much  dis- 
graced the  englifh  name,  and  may  eventu- 
ally prove  the  ruin  of  the  englifh  nation. 

If  the  original  conteft:,  on  your  part,  was 

unjuft,  the  interference  of  France  in  fup- 

% * 

port  of  America  has  not  altered  the  nature 
of  the  contention.  Until  you  have  made 

the 
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the  proper  reparation ; and  the  only  repa- 
ration  you  can  make,  in  yourprefent  circum- 
ftances,  is,  the  recognition  of  that  freedom 
and  independency,  which,  with  unnatural 
arms,  you  ftill  endeavour  to  deftroy. 

It  is  in  vain  you  urge,  that  terms  of  peace 
have  been  offered,  and  that  thefe  terms  have 
been  rejected.  The  terms  you  offered  could 
not  be  accepted,  without  a violation  of  that 
good  faith,  which  I truft  americans  will  be 
ever  fludious  to  preferve.  You,  as  yet,  have 
offered  no  terms,  which  men  of  honour  could 
accept  j the  war  ftill  ftands  upon  its  primi- 
tive foundation ; it  is  a war,  which  denomi- 
nates us  guilty  in  the  fight  of  heaven,  and 
deteftable  in  the  opinion  of  mankind. 

If  you  really  are  penetrated  with  a fenfe  of 
your  danger ; if  it  is  the  real  object  of  your 
exertion  to  manifeft  a zeal  for  your  coun- 
try’s honour,  as  well  as  to  fecure  yourfelves 
from  the  attacks,  to  which  your  fituation 
expofes  you  from  a much  injured  and  in- 
fill ted  nation  ; arm  yourfelves  like  men  pre- 
pared to  abide  the  combat ; (hew  your  zeal 
for  the  conftitution,  by  adting  in  conformity 
to  its  fpiritj  your  affedlion  for  your  country, 

by 
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by  complying  with  its  laws.  “ It  is  the 
duty  of  all  freemen  to  have  arms,”*  “ arms 
of  defence  and  peace,”  f “ under  peril  of 
line  :”J  “ and  not  only  to  be  armed,  but  to 
be  expert  in  arms.”  ||  “ You  that  be  lieu- 
tenants and  gentlemen  of  command  in  your 
counties,  I require  you  to  take  care  that  the 

people  be  well  armed,  and  in  readinefs  upon 
all  occalions.”§ 

I profefs  and  feel  the  greateft  refpedl  for 
your  worthy  Iheriff.  I am  fatisfied  he  would 
not  knowingly  adt  in  an  unconditional 
manner.  ^ He  was  willing  to  comply  with 
the  requdition  of  many  perfons,  juftly  re- 
fpedable.  But  the  fadt  cannot  be  contro- 
verted,  “ that  your  county  hath  been  fum- 
moned,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  levying 
money  for  the  public  fervlce,  without  confent 
of  parliament.”  It  is  in  vain  you  urge,  that 
the  propofed  mode  of  levying  the  money  is 
by  voluntary  fubfcription;  and,  that,  upon 

refufal. 


* Fortefcue  De  laudibus  legum  anglican* 
t Bra&on,  lib.  iv.  c.  4. 
t N.  Bacon,  p.  64. 


C.  44. 


33  Hen.  viii.  c.  9. 

§ Queen  Elizabeth  to  both  houfes  of  parliament. 
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refu&l, ' the  party  : applied  to,  is:  fubjed  to 
neither  fine  nor  imp.rifonment.  I will  allow, 
that  upon  a refufal  'tp. comply  with  the  de- 
mand'of  your  committee,  the  party  applied 
to  is  riot  attached  by  his  perfon,  or  by  his 
goods  ; but  he  is  attached,  more  effectually, 
by  his'  fame.  The  fubfcription  is  not 
voluntary.  When  the  members  of  your 
committee  make  their  progrefs-  through  the 
country ; when  they  go  from  houfe  to  ho  life, 
requefting  the  frequently  alarmed  inhabitant, 
to  open  his  purfe  in  fupport  of  his  country 
and  his  king;  when  the  pleas  of  England’s 


prefent  danger,  and  of  England  s prifiine 
glory j are  held  forth,  as  the  reafons  of  fo 
imufual  an  application,  it  is  not  an  eafy  mat- 
ter to  decline  complying  with  the  importu- 


nate demand,  particularly  when,  as  your  de- 
fender Anti-Hampden  expreffes  it,  thofe 
perfons  cannot  be  reputed  the:  <c  friends  of 
government,”  who  difapprove  your  plan. 

’ In  a future  letter,  I may  perhaps  enter 


upon  that  part  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Fox, 
which  I perceive  is  unpleafmg  to  Anti- 
Hampden,  but  which,  I am  confident,  re- 
defts  the  brighteft  luftre  on  his  character. 

For  the  prefent,  I will  only  obferve,  that 

the 
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the  te  arcjumentum.  'ad  verecuiroiamJ<  may 
be  a Wronger  motive  for  a gentleman  to  enter 
his  name  upon  ydur  fubfcriptiori  lid,  than 
either'  fitfes  or  iinprifon'ment ; that  it  may 
■frequently  dleLnce,  'ivhe're  it  dbes'not  con- 
vince': that  rt  may  oblige  him  to  a compli- 
ance as  effefthally,"  a;s  apiftol  from  ah  high- 
' way  man,  or  a ' cutkfs4  from  a'  footpad',  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  retains  the  mod  unfavOur- 
able  opinion  bf  the  parties  who  apply  to  him, 
and  a full  conviction 'of  the  illegality  ©f  their 

* * ' '■  - - * * . " ' ir  : • 


defign. 


j if 
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flAMPDEN. 


IX. 


TO  PHILO- ALFRED. 

August  26,  1782. 

There  is  no  occafion  for  argument  to 
convince  me,  that  you  are  a friend  to  the 
conditution  of  this  country;  and  that  the 
continuation  of  the  american  war,  is  a mea- 
fure  which  would  be  odious  in  your  eyes.  I 
clearly  difcern,  that  you  are  a man  of  probity, 
of  truly  patriot  feelings.  I heartily  lament, 
that,  upon  the  prefent  point,  we  fhould  fb 

widely 
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widely  differ  in  our  opinions ; upon  other 
fubjedts,  I truft,  we  fhould  agree. 

You  have  very  fairly  ftated  how  the  cafe 
of  fhip-money  flood  in  the  reign  of  Charles- 
the  firft.  I continue  fixed  in  the  opinion, 
that  the  meafures  adopted  in  the  counties  of 
Suffolk  and  Devon  are  fubftantially  the  fame. 
The  arguments  urged  by  Hampden,  in  fup- 
port  of  the  affertion,  that  the  prefent  fub- 
feription  is  not  voluntary,  amount,  in  my 
conception,  to  demonflration ; and,  I have  no 
doubt,  are  fecretly  acknowledged  to  be  con- 
vincing, by  numbers  whofe  names  adorn 
your  lift. 

It  is  an  advantage  attending  the  railing 
of  fupplies  by  parliamentary  vote,  that  the 
tax  is  levied  according  to  a fixed  rule  and 
equitable  ftandard  ; and  that  the  reafon  of 
the  impofition,  as  well  as  the  mode  of  its 
collection,  are  openly  canvaffed  in  the  great 
affembly  of  the  nation.  Sudden  emergen- 
cies may  require  exertions,  proportioned  to 
their  importance ; but  no  emergency  can 
be  pleaded  at  prefent,  which  does  not  call 
for  exertions  of  a very  different  kind. 

If  the  war  be  popular,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
fumed, that  it  will  meet  with  parliamentary 

fupport. 
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fupport.  If  the  annual  fupplies  of  parliament 
be  inefficient,  I know  not  any  conftitu- 
tional  refource,  to  which  the  king  can,  with 
propriety,  apply. 

To  have  recourfe,  in  fuch  a cafe,  to  what 
are  termed  the  voluntary  gifts  of  the  fub- 
jeft,  is  a dangerous  precedent,  particularly 
during  the  prevalence  of  general  diftrefs  and 
difcontent  j and,  at  a moment,  when  the  per— 
fon  who  is  conceived  to  be  the  foie  arbiter 
oi  peace  and  war,  hath  fo  lately  manifefted 
a fteady  purpofe  of  perfffiing  in  the  plan  of 
fubjugation,  by  calling  into  his  counfels, 
one  of  the  primary  advifers,  and  mofl  de- 
termined abettors  of  the  meafures  we  la- 
ment. 

I will  now  purfue  my  argument,  accor- 
ding to  the  arrangement  which  your  letter 
hath  prefcribed : you  fay,  « the  intention 
of  the  meafure  now  adopted  by  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  is  to  ffrengthen  our  navy  by 
voluntary  exertions.”  I anfwer,  that  if  this 
was  the  intention  of  the  county,  care  ffiould 
have  been  taken,  by  the  committee,  to  have 
made  that  intention,  the  rule  of  their  con- 
duct. By  urging  the  fubfcription  from 
houfe  to  houfe,  the  exertions  have  ceafed 
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to  be  voluntary;  they  are  the  effects  of, a 
procefs,  not  lefs  compulfory,  in  many  in- 
flances,  than  if  the  money  had  been  raifcd 
by  an  armed  force ; a virtuous,  parliament 
would  accomplish  the  fame  p.urpoie  much 
more  effedually,  by  reducing  the  land  forces 
of  the  kingdom,  the  ready  inftruments  of 
tyranny,  and  converting  a proportionable 
part  of  the  ordinary  fupplies,  to  the  ella- 
blifhment  of  the  navy  upon  a truly  refp.edt- 
able  foundation. 

As  to  “ convincing  the  houfe  or  Bour- 
bon of  our  determination  to  refill,  &c.’;  it 
would  be  much  more  prudent,  and  more 
honourable,  to  convince  the  world,  in  gene- 
ral, by  the  immediate  recognition  of  ame- 
rican  independence,  that  we  are  dilpoied  to 
give  way  to  the  dictates  of  Sound  policy, 
and  to  the  demands  ol-juftice,  agreeably,  to 
the  idea  fo  ably  fupported  by  Mr.  fox. 

« The  navy  of  England,”  you  fay,  “ was 
fhamefully  negiedted  by  a late  adminiftia- 
tion.”  Reform  the  commons'  houfe  or  par- 
liament, and  no  administration  will  ven- 
ture hereafter  to  negledt  the  navy,  tne  pro- 
per bulwark  of  England.  As'  matters  hand 
r at 
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at  prefen  t,  a naval  minifter,  like  the  earl  of 
Sandwich,  may  fquander  and  mifapplymore 
of  the  naval  refources  in  twelve  months, 
than  your  county  will  be  able  to  raife  in 
twelve  times  that  number  of  years.  In  an- 
fwer  to  my  queftion,  “ Can  it  be  conftitu- 
tional  to  raife  money  on  the  fubjcdt,  for 
the  due  application  of  which,  the  minifter 
will  not  hold  himfelf  accountable  to  par- 
liament ?”  You  alfure  me,  that  it  never 
was  intended  to  fuffer  one  /hilling  of  the 
money  to  pafs  into  the  hands  of  govern- 
ment.” You  have  aded  wifely ; by  that 
falutary  caution  you  have  certainly  obviated 
one  objection ; but  many  other,  and,  fome 
of  them  equally  important,  dill  remain. 

You  proceed,  “ fo  far  from  diverting 
the  attention  of  the  counties  from  parlia- 
mentary reformation,  I rather  hope  it  will 
lead  them  to  topics  fo  well  worthy  of  their 
confideration.”  Why  then,  did  the  friends 
of  parliamentary  reprefentation,  prefen t at 
your  meeting,  negled  fo  fair  an  opportu- 
nity ? And  why  has  Devon  followed  your 
example,  and  been  filent  ? I prefume  it 
was,  becaufe  the  minds  of  men  were  pre- 
occupied by  other  i^leas,  that  is,  were 

^ diverted, 
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diverted,  perhaps,  designedly,  from  paying 
a proper  attention  to  that  neceflary  reform. 

You  affure  me,  “ that  you  believe  the 
american  war  is  at  an  end.”  1 give  you  full 
credit  for  the  fincerity  of  your  adertion,  as 
I believe  you  to  be  driCtly  an  honed  man  ; 
but  what  are  the  grounds  and  reafons  of 
fuch  perluafion  ? It  is  “ founded  upon  the 
declaration  of  the  minider,  on  the  lad  day 
of  the  late  fed! on.” 

Suppofe  he  Should  deceive  our  expecta- 
tion, “ we  mud  then  drive  him  from  his 
elevated  dation.”  Supported  by  the  late 
adminidralion,  fupported  in  the  clofet,  he 
will  not  eafily  give  way.  We  have  as  yet 
not  conceded  to  America  either  part  of  her 
celebrated  alternative  ; we  have  neitner  le- 
cognized  her  independence,  nor  withdrawn 
our  deets  and  armies  from  her  coads.  The 
- war,  therefore,  dill  fubdds ; I own,  with 
diminidied  vigour  on  our  dde,  thiough  a 
defeCt  of  power ; but  it  dill  fubdds,  in- 
afmuch  as  the  capitals  of  two  of  the  con- 
federated dates  are  poffeffed  by  your  troops. 
In  thefe  circumdances,  your  minider  may 
plead  in  the  ear  of  a nation,  too  much 
open  to  deception  5 “ Suppofe  the  ame- 

ricans 
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ricans  Should  be  inclined  to  puSh  their 
late  advantages,  by  an  attack  upon  our 
forces  at  New- York,  mud;  Carleton  be 
inactive  in  fucb  circumstances  ? Mud;  he 
furrender  the  flower  of  the  englidi  forces 
to  the  combined  arms  of  'America  and 
France?  or,  mud;  he 'redd;  the  meditated 
attack  ? Should  he  fucceed  in  repelling  the 
befiegers,  would  it  be  criminal  in  him  to 
take  advantage  of  his  change  of  circum- 
stances, and  purfue  the  vanquished  foe  ?” 
Flow  unfounded  then  is  the  opinion,  that 
the  american  war  is  at  an  end  ! Can  a de- 
claration of  our  purpofe,  not  to  carry  on 
oifenfive  war  on  the  continent  of  America, 
a meafure  no  longer  practicable  through  our 
weaknefs,  lay  the  americans  under  an  obli~ 
gation  to  fufpend  their  exertions  again!!  us, 
efpecially  when  we  avow,  as  the  ground 
and  reafon  for  fuch  a refolution,  a deter- 
mined purpofe  more  vigoroufly  to  affail  that 
power,  to  which  they  partly  owe  their  pre- 
fen t profperous  State  ? 

The  county  of  Devon  hath  purfued  a 
different  line  of  conduct,  but  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  equally  exceptionable. 
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Its  inhabitants  were  fummoned  “ to 
confider  whether  it  was  poffible  for  the 
county,  in  the  prefent  alarming  and  dan- 
gerous date  of  the  kingdom,  to  adopt  any 
meafures  that  may  be  of  public  fervice. 

So  far  their  condud  was  not  illegal ; had 
they  refolved,  after  the  example  of  Ireland, 
to  raife  voluntary  corps,  officered  by  them- 
felves,  and  independent  of  the  crown,  they 
would  have  aded  in  conformity  to  reafon 
and  the  conllitution. 

But  they  refolved,  “ that  no  meafure 
appeared  to  be  of  more  general  utility,  than 
to  encourage  men  to  enter  into  his  majefty’s- 
fervice;”  and  this  theypropofed  to  effed  by 
a public  fubfcription,  a meafure  as  illegal 
and  uncon ftitutional  as  your  own,  and  alfo 
more  impolitic,  as  it  tends  to  enhance  the 
terms  of  raffing  feamen  by  the  executive 
power. 

The  pradice  of  railing  regiments,  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  purfued  fome  years  ago,  is 
ftill  more  dangerous.  But  I will  not  enter 
any  further  into  the  argument  at  prefent  ; 
I will  only  ohferve,  that  all  thele  extraor- 
dinary aids  and  refources,  however  well  in- 
v tended. 
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tended,  are  difcouraged  by  the  fpirit  of  the 
conftitution,  which  admits  of  no  other 
mode  of  {applying  the  exigencies  of  the 
fhate,  than  by  grant  of  the  commons  in 
parliament ; and  are  of  dangerous  tendency, 
inafmuch  as  they  may  be  conceded  without 
that  folemn  difcuflion  and  debate,  which 
ought  to  precede  every  national  exertion  $ 
they  are  further  exceptionable,  as  they  im- 
pair the  ftrength  of  that  confiitutional  con- 
trol of  the  executive  power,  fo  neceffary 
to  reftrain  its  exorbitances,  and  to  prevent 
the  verification  of  that  well  known  adage, 
tf  quicquid  delirant  reges,  pledluntur  achivi.” 
It  would  be  truly  grateful  to  me,  could 
I indulge  the  pleafing  ftrain  of  panegyric, 
in  thefe  genuine  effufions  of  my  heart.  It 
is  not,  I truft,  through  any  unworthy  mo- 
tive that  I feel,  and  am  induced  to  avow,  my 
partiality  to  the  american  caufe.  To  ame- 
rican  refiftance,  I owe,  under  heaven,  that 
I now  enjoy  the  freedom  of  my  perfon,  the 
undifturbed  pofiefiion  of  my  fubftance.  To 
her  virtuous  fons,  I Ihould  think  myfelf  un- 
grateful, were  I to  withhold  the  only  tri- 
bute in  my  power,  the  flender  tribute  of 
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my  praiie.  I remember  the  time,,  when  I 
gloried  in  the  name  of  englifhman.  What- 
ever was  generous,  manly,  and  humane, 
feemed,  by  nature,  aiTooiated  to  that  much 
loved  found.  I thought  it  virtue  to  believe, 
that  my  country  was  the  peculiar  care  of 
heaven ; and  my  ear  hung  delighted  on  the 
accents,  that  pronounced  her  praife.  It  is, 
therefore,  with  pain  inexpreflible,  that  I now 
behold  a nation,  once  ruled  over  by  the  im- 
mortal Alfred,  the  birth-place  of  a Milton, 
an  Hampden,  and  a Sidney,  difhonoured 
and  degraded  by  deeds  of  foul  injuftice; 
funk  in  inglorious  luxury  and  eafe ; un* 
mindful  of  its  former  generous  fpirit;  eager, 
at  the  call  of  defpotifm,  to  deftroy  the  li- 
berties of  its  more  virtuous  brethren  ; in- 
capable of  being  roufed,  by  the  thoufand 
dangers  that  furround  her,  and  the  fair  ex- 
ample of  her  filler  kingdom,  to  defend  her 
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September  2,  1782. 

Reflecting  upon  the  doCtrine  advanced 
by  the  earl  of  Shelburne,  at  the  clofe  of  the 
late  feffion,  and  the  expreffions,  for  fome  time 
paft  circulated  by  his  friends,  relpeCting  the 
recovery  of  America  reflecting  alfo  upon 
the  natural  ftrength,  and  the  remaining  re- 
fources  of  this  country ; I was  induced  to  turn 
to  his  celebrated  fpeech,  upon  the  eighth  of 
April  1778.  I mult  confefs,  the  opinion  I 
entertained  of  the  wifdom  of  his  counfels  was 
not  anlwered  by  the  perufal ; but  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  me  not  to  acknowledge,  the  per- 
fect correspondence  between  his  former  and 
his  prefent  conduCt. 

I feleCt  the  following  paflages,  earnedly 
requesting  the  impartial  reader  to  perufe  the 
whole  fpeech,  and  draw  the  proper  infer- 
ences for  himfelf.  He  aflerted,  “ that  the 
moment  Great  Britain  acknowledged  the  in- 
dependence of  America,  her  fun  was  fet.” 

“ But  dill,  laid  he,  though  no  other  perfon, 
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in  this  or  the  other  houfe,  or  within  the 
wide  domain  of  the  britifli  empire,  thought 
with  me,  I fhould,  neverthelefs,  retain 
my  opinion  alone,  and  continue  to  oppofe 
the  fovereignty  of  America.” 

Speaking  of  the  evils  that  would  take 
place,  were  american  independence  to  be 
eftablifhed,  he  proceeds  ; “ the  remainder  of 
America  mud  fall ; after  this,  will  follow7  the 
Weft  India  iflandsj  and,  in  procefs  of  time, 
Ireland  itfelf ; fo  that  we  fliould  not  have  a 
fingle  foot  of  land,  beyond  the  limits  of  this 
ifland.” 

It  is  the  bufinefs  of  a minifter,  “ to  put  the 
proper  fprings  in  motion,  and  to  call  forth 
the  fpirit  of  the  people,”  in  order  to  induce 
them  to  open  their  purfes.  “War  only,  adds 
he,  can  lead  us  to  a fife  and  honourable 
peace,  and  to  the  recovery  of  America.” 

The  recovery  of  America,  therefore,  w7as 
the  foie  and  immediate  objedt  of  the  earl  of 
Shelburne,  w;hen  he  urged  the  nation  to  enter 
into  an  immediate  war  with  France  in  1778. 
In  order  to  obtain  that  unchanged  and  un- 
changing objedt,  thofe  unconftitutional  aids 
and  benevolences  are  now  encouraged,  which 

the 
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the  fpirit  and  wifdom  of  our  anceftors  have 
repeatedly  condemned.  A remarkable  in- 
dance  of  this  occurred  in  the  time  of  the 
elder  James. 

We  know  the  inclinations  of  the— — • 

we  know  lord  Shelburne.  Can  the  pre- 
dilection of  the  former,  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
fent  minider,  be  rationally  accounted  for, 
upon  any  other  principle,  than  an  intire 
harmony  of  fentiment  refpe&ing  America, 

which,  by  force  or  fraud,  they  dill  would 
willingly  fubdue  ? 

In  order  to  further  a meafure  thus  dedruc- 
tive,  means  equally  exceptionable  are  devifed. 
The  naturally  open  and  honed  fpirit  of  the 
englidi  people  is  to  be  rouled,  to  fupport  the 
declining  caufe  of  defpotifm  ; they  are  called 
upon,  by  their  prejudices,  and  by  their  anti- 
pathies, to  contribute  liberally  in  defence  of 
this  country,  againd  the  infidious  policy  of 
France,  the  pride  and  infolence  of  Spain; 
unconfcious,  that  the  fubjugation  of  their 
american  brethren  to  obedience  by  force, 
dill  continues  the  only  object  of  the  war. 

For  feven  continued  years,  the  whole 
power  of  this  country  has  been  employed  to 
i educe  them,  from  a date  of  freedom  to  the 

date 
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ftate  of  Haves.  Even  while  I am  writing 
thefe  words,  the  miniflers  of  the  gofpel  of 
peace,,  in  every  parifh  throughout  the  ifland, 
pronounce  them  rebels,  in  their  folemn  ad- 
dreffes  to  the  majefty  of  heaven  ; and  the  im- 
mediate object  of  every  military  preparation, 
as  well  as  of  the  infidious  negotiations  carry- 
ing on  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe,  is  to  pre- 
vent the  eftablifhment  of  that  independence, 
which,  as  an  englilhman,  and  a citizen  of 
the  world,  I cordially  hope  they  may  fteadily 

and  fuccefsfully  maintain. 

The  meafure  which  Mr.  Fox  recom- 
mended in  the  cabinet,  would  have  been  an 
ad  of  found  policy,  as  well  as  of  fubdantial 
iuftice.  By  its  operation,  the  name  of  rebel 
would  have  been  inftantly  changed  to  that  of 
enemy.  This  Angle  change  of  the  appella- 
tion, would  have  inftantly  changed  alfo  the 
end  and  objeft  of  the  war.  The  claim  of 
fovereignty  being  renounced,  the  amencan 
ftates  would,  from  thenceforward,  have  been 
confidered  as  one  of  the  confederate  powers 
with  whom  we  muft  negociate.tn  concert  wit 
their  allies,  if  we  really  willred  for  peace.  It 
would  alfo  have  removed  the  grand  obi  iuc- 
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tion  to  a peace.  As  matters  are  circumftanced, 
at  prefen  t,  the  private  intereft  of  the  perfon 
who  is  conftitutionally  the  arbiter  of  peace 
and  war,  is  diametrically  contrary  to  the  in- 
tereft of  the  people.  To  retain  dominion  is 
naturally  pleaftng  to  the  human  mind, 
particularly  where  the  love  of  power,  inci- 
dent to  the  ftation,  has  been  heightened  by 
continual  efforts' to  increafe  it.  The  bleftings 
of  peace,  and  of  returning  commerce,  may, 
with  equal  reafon,  be  fuppofed  the  natural 
with  and  ardent  delire  of  the  people.  Every 
private  intereft  of  the  prefiding  power  being 
refigned,  with  the  renunciation  of  the  claim 
of  fovereignty,  it  would  ceafe  to  be  his  in- 
tereft, or  the  intereft  of  his  minifter,  to  per- 
fevere  in  war. 

I will  clofe  this  letter  with  fome  extradls 
from  the  parliamentary  debates  of  1778, 
which  I recommend  to  the  perufal  of  the 
fheriffs  of  Suffolk,  Cornwall,  and  Devon ; 
the  former  of  whom,  becaufe  he  was  a 
worthy  man,  and  an  american  born,  was, 
therefore,  feleded  to  be  the  unfufpeding  and 
unfufpe&ed  inft rumen  t of  reviving  one  of  the 
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moft  odious  meafures  that  ever  difgraced  a 
Stuart’s  reign. 

The  earl  of  Abingdon,  at  the  clofe  of  his 
fpeech  of  February  the  fourth,  1778,  moved 
the  two  following  refolutions  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  houfe  of  lords  : 

“ Refolved,  that  it  be  the  opinion  of  this 
houfe,  that  the  giving  or  granting  of  money, 
as  private  aids  or  benevolences,  without  the 
fandion  of  parliament,  for  the  purpofe  of 
railing  armies  for  his  majefly’s  fervice,  is 
againft  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and 

the  letter  of  the  law. 

« Refolved,  that  it  be  the  opinion  of  this 
houfe,  that  the  obtaining  of  money  by  fub- 
fcription,  and  under  the  dire&ion  of  a com- 
mittee of  the  fubfcribers,  to  be  applied  in 
railing  of  men  (i.  e.  feamen  as  well  as  land- 
men) for  his  majefty’s  fervice,  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  his  majefty  fliall  think  fit,  is  not 
only  unconditional  and  illegal,  but  a 
dired  infringement  of  the  rights,  and  an 
abfolute  breach  of  the  privileges  of  parlia- 
ment.” 

His  lordfhip,  in  argument  upon  this  quef- 

tion,  repeatedly  declared,  that  there  was  no 

difference 
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difference  between  this  cafe,  and  the  cafe  of 
fhip-money,  and  quoted  the  following  por- 
tion of  a fpeechof  Mr.  Humphry  Sydenham 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  in  1746.  “ I muft 
obferve,  faid  he,  that  this  way  of  raifing 
money  for  the  public  fervice,  by  the  fub- 
fcription  of  private  men,  is  fuch  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  privileges  of  this  houfe,  and 
of  fuch  dangerous  confequence  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  nation,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it 
highly  deferves  our  cenfure.” 

Lord  Camden  declared  the  purpofe  of  the 
meeting  at  the  London  tavern,  to  lubfcribe 
money  to  raife  men,  to  be  a pofition  daringly 
illegal,  and  truly  alarming. 

He  alfo  declared,  « that  each  committee 
for  raifing  money,  to  be  ufed  as  the  king 
fliould  in  his  wifdom  think  fit,  (that  at  the 
London  tavern,  and  that  at  Briftol,)  had 
afiumed  a legifiative  power,  and  had  a&ed 
in  that  capacity  in  which  the  parliament 
only  were  empowered  to  aft,  agreeably  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  the  mean- 
ing of  the  bill  of  rights.” 

Mr.  Wilkes,  in  an  able  and  animated 
fpeech  upon  the  fecond  of  April,  1778,  de- 

clared. 
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dared,  that  nothing  “ could  be  more  a] arm- 
ing to  the  acknowledged  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  than  the  doctrine 
lately  propagated,  and  the  pradice  begun,  of 
giving  private  aids,  benevolences,  and  fub- 
fcriptiona,for  public  purpofes,  to  the  crown 
without  the  fandion  of  parliament.” 

Suffolk  and  Devonfhire,  having  prepared 
the  way,  go  now  Manchefter,  and  do  like- 
wife. 

HAMPDEN, 


XL 
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September  16,  1782. 

In  mv  prefent  letter,  I fliall  ofter  fome 
detached  hints,  to  the  confederation  of  my 
countrymen ; they  relate  to  points,  which 
the  wife  and  honed:  will,  perhaps,  think- 
deferving  of  their  confederation.  The  pros- 
tituted and  the  foolifh  will,  probably,  dii- 
regard  them 5 or,  as  is  too  frequently  the 
cafe  with  regard  to  more  important  warn- 
ings, wreft  what  was  intended  as  a friendly 

admonition,  to  their  own  defined  ion. 

A Handing 
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A {landing  army  ought  to  be  an  objebl  of 
perpetual  jealoufy  to  the  englifh  people.  In 
order  to  diminilh  lb  falutary  an  apprehenfion, 
and  to  divert  the  minds  of  men  from  that 
mode  of  voluntary  defence,  which  does  fo 
much  honour  to  our  filler  kingdom  ; it  is 
propofed,  in  appearance,  to  conftitutionalize, 
if  you  will  allow  the  expreffion,  the  handing 
army,  by  giving  county  names  to  the  regi- 
ments i this  meafure,  it  is  fuppofed,  will  per- 
petuate their  exillence,  and  anfwer  various 
other  purpofes,  which  there  is  too  much 
reafon  to  apprehend  will  be  brought  forward 
in  their  day. 

If  the  people  call  for  a reform  in  the  com- 
mons’ houfe  of  parliament,  the  cry  of  innova- 
tion is  violent  and  immediate,  although  it  be 
evidently  the  intention  of  the  friends  of  that 
neceffary  meafure  not  to  innovate,  but  to  re- 
fore.  If  a meafure  be  fuggerted,  which 
tends  to  increafe  the  crown’s  enormous  in- 
fluence,  the  objection  of  innovation  is  utterly 
difregarded  ; though,  in  fuch  cafes,  every  in- 
novation is  truly  dangerous,  inafmuch  as  po- 
iitive  evil  is  not  only  introduced,  but  a prece- 
dent eftabhlhed,  of  which  the  confecpuences 

have 
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have  an  extent,  even  beyond  the  expectations 
of  the  original  projectors  of  the  mifchief. 

For  thefe,  and  various  other  reafons,  my 
countrymen,  when  you  hear  of  county 
names  being  proffered,  in  order  to  diminifli 
your  falutary  horror  of  that  ready  inftru- 
ment  of  defpotic  power,  a handing  army, 
be  alarmed  ; and  be  not  feduccd  into  an  opi- 
nion of  the  innocenceofminifters,becaufeyou 
may  hear  that  the  duke  of  Rutland  and  Mr. 
fecretary  Townfhend  fuggefted  and  approve 
the  meafure.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  enemies 
of  freedom  to  employ  popular  names,  as  in- 
itruments  of  delufion.  When  your  chains 
are  rivetted,  they  will  ufe  lefs  ceremony. 
You  remember  the  hiftory  of  Samfon  and 
Delilah.  Every  blandifhment  was  praCtifed 
’till  the  important  fecret  was  obtained ; but 
when  he  awaked  fhorn  of  his  hrength,  his 
power  of  refiftance  being  departed  from 
him,  we  are  told  that  fhe  began  to  affliCl 
him;  and  that  fhe  delivered  him  with  infult, 
into  the  hands  of  his  oppreffors. 

In  the  time  of  James  the  firft,  benevo- 
lences were  requefted  in  all  that  foft  and 

filken  language,  which  kings  and  their  mi- 

nifters 
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niders  can  at  times  employ.  In  a fubfe- 
quent  period,  they  aflumed  a fterner  form* 
The  plan  of  reviving  them,  was  lately  a- 
dopted  by  the  minister.  It  was  propofed 
to  captivate  the  underftandings  of  the  peo- 
ple into  a farther  continuance  of  the  ame- 
rican  war,  by  raid ng  their  refen tment  againft 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon ; holding  forth,  at  the 
fame  time  to  the  honed:  prejudices  of  my 
countrymen,  the  augmentation  of  the  navy 
of  England,  as  the  objetf:  of  this  unconfti- 
tutional  fupply. 

When  regiments  have  obtained  county 
names,  it  will  not  be  very  difficult  to  em- 
ploy them  in  quelling  riots,  and  in  appre- 
hending murderers.  After  a decent  period, 
it  will  appear  very  reafonable,  and  not  un- 
conftitutional,  to  make  ufe  of  their  affift- 
ance  in  guarding  the  bank,  in  patrolling 
the  Greets  and  environs  of  the  metropolis, 
m preventing  riots  when  the  people  are  af- 
fembled  to  confider  grievances,  or  quietly 
debate  upon  the  proper  means  of  obtaining 
a more  equal  reprefentation  of  the  com- 
mons^  until,  at  length,  they  become  the 
ordinary  affiance  of  the  ffieriffs,  and  a very 

, A a proper 
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proper  fubftitute  for  the  ancient  “ poffe  comi- 
tatus.”  Thefe,  my  countrymen,  are  the  in- 
novations, which  ought  really  to  alarm  your 
apprehenfions,  and  animate  you  to  reftore 
freedom  and  independence  to  the  demo- 
cratic branch  of  the  legiflature ; by  equaliz- 
ing the  reprefentation  j by  fhortening  the 
duration  of  parliament}  by  extending  the 
right  of  fuffrage.  Though  they  may  appear 
as  novelties  to  you,  becaufe  the  injuries  they 
are  intended  to  repair,  were  inflidted  before 
you  came  into  exiftence  ; yet,  they  are  not 
innovations  in  our  conftitution,  tney  dou- 
rifhed  at  the  period,  when  the  conftitution 
flourilhed  in  its  mod  perfedt  date  of  health 
and  vigour. 

The  raifmg  of  money  for  building  of 
fhips,  was  intended,  fay  the  fupporters  of 
that  odious  meafure,  to  convince  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  of  the  fpirit  'and  refources  of 
this  country.  I diould  rather  fufpedt  it 
was  propofed  as  a precedent,  to  affift  in 
bringing  the  constitution  of  this  country 
to  a greater  degree  of  refemblance  with  that 
of  France,  where  thefe  voluntary  conti  i- 

butions  are  in  high  estimation  with  minifters 

and 
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and  kings.  In  that  country,  as  I am  cre- 
dibly informed,  the  regiments  alfo  have 
provincial  appellations.  The  free  gifts  of 
the  commons  in  parliament,  are  the  only 
mode  of  contribution  which  this  conftitu- 
tion  acknowledges.  Be  allured,  that  every 
other  mode  is  reforted  to,  for  fome  deftruc- 
tive  purpofe.  Neither  the  (landing  army, 
nor  the  militia,  as  now  modified,  are  the 
true  and  proper  defence  of  the  englifh  peo- 
ple. The  conflitutional  flrength  of  Eng- 
land confifts  in  the  voluntary  exertions  of 
the  virtue  of  its  free-born  fons,  armed  with 
their  eledlive  franchifes,  to  guard  againft 
internal  enemies ; and  adorned  with  the 
habiliments  of  war,  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
fiftance  againft  external  foes. 

MENTOR. 


XII. 

September  20,  1782. 
I have  often  been  furprifed  to  hear  the 
abfurd  charge  of  innovation  urged  againft 
the  propofed  parliamentary  reform,  by  per- 
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fons,  from  whofe  abilities  and  habits  of 
reflection  more  conflitutional  fentiments 
might  juftly  be  expeCted.  To  fuch,  fome- 
thing  more  than  reafon  and  argument  are 
wanted  for  the  purpo'fe  of  conviction.  I, 
therefore,  will  addrefs  myfelf  to  thofe,  who 
are  in  danger  of  being  feduced  into  an  ac- 
quiefcence  in  doCtrines  of  the  moft  perni- 
cious confequence  to  the  caufe  of  freedom. 

44  Innovation”  is  derived  from  a latin 
term  fignifying  “ new,”  and  we  are  to  un- 
derhand by  this  exprefiion  an  opinion  or  a 
practice  of  recent  introduction,  and  oppofed 
to  the  fentiment,  and  experience  of  former 
ages.  The  word  “ new,”  like  many  others, 
fuch  as  long,  young,  little,  is  a term  of 
relative  import.  An  houfe  is  new,  if  it  has 
been  built  only  four  or  five  years,  as  die 
term  of  five  years  bears  a fmall  proportion 
to  the  duration  of  the  generality  of  houfes 
in  this  country.  A church  is  new,  if  even 
fixty  years  have  elapfed  fince  its  foundation, 
as  fixty  bears  an  equally  fmall  proportion 
to  the  time  that  other  churches  have  exifted. 
In  the  fame  manner,  we  muft  ufe  the  term 
* 44  new” 
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te  new”  when  applied  to  the  conditutioti  of 
England;  which  flouriflied  in  its  full  vi- 
gour in  the  time  of  the  immortal  Alfred,- 
and  may,  therefore,  be  faid  to  have  endured 
above  a thoufand  years.  Annual  parlia- 
ments wrere  the  common  ufage  of  the  coun- 
try for  above  nine  hundred  years.  Trien- 
nial parliaments  were  introduced  in  the 
reign  of  W illiam  the  third ; and,  therefore, 
if  they  had  exided  ever  fince  that  period, 
would  have  been  edeemed  an  “ innova- 
tion,” as  ninety  years  bears  a fmall  propor- 
tion to  a thoufand,  the  age  of  the  conditu- 
tion.  The  feptennial  bill  was  paffed  in  the 
year  1716,  and,  therefore,  is  dill  more  evi- 
dently an  “ innovation.”  We  are  difpofed 
to  call  things  old,  which  happened  in  our 
early  age ; but  this,  my  countrymen  mud; 
fee,  is  an  impropriety  in  the  prefent  indance; 
the  conditution  was  really  old  when  we 
were  infants.  The  feptennial  bill  was  then 
edeemed,  with  propriety,  an  innovation ; and 
the  evils  that  have  fucceeded  its  introduc- 
tion, diew  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed,  as 
a novelty  of  the  mod  dangerous  tendency, 
though  fubmittedto,  at  the  time,  for  reafons 
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of  (late.  In  the  fame  manner,  as  appears 
from  a late  excellent  publication,  two 
hundred  and  forty-fix  members  of  the  com- 
mons’ houfe  of  parliament  are  returned  by 
new  boroughs,  that  is,  by  corporations 
created  after  the  conftitution  had  exifted,  in 
great  purity,  above  feven  hundred  years. 
Even  the  ad  of  Henry  the  fixth,  which 
deprived  fo  many  hundred  thoufand  citizens 
of  their  right  of  fuffrage,  is  an  innovation. 
But,  were  it  other  wife,  that  deteftable  adt 
would  be  equally  unconfiitutional  ; as,  ac- 
cording to  lord  Camden’s  dodtrine  of  gene- 
ral warrants,  were  the  limitations  of  that 
adt  in  ufe,  fince  the  time  of  Julius  Casfar, 
they  would  not  be  legal,  as  being  contrary 

to  natural  right. 

MENTOR. 


XIII. 

1782. 

I am  very  credibly  informed,  that  it  was 
in  contemplation  to  propofe  on  laturday  at 

Guildhall,  the  Suffolk  meafui  e of  railing 

money 
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money  for  building  a fliip  of  war,  by  what 
is  very  improperly  termed,  voluntary  fub- 
fcriptions. 

I rejoice  that  the  projeft  of  the  minifter 
has  been,  a fecond  time,  defeated  in  the  me- 
tropolis. It  is  neceflary,  however,  that  the 
friends  of  freedom  and  the  conftitution, 
jfhould  continue  upon  their  guard.  They 
may  reft  aflured,  that  the  unquiet  fpirit  of 
defpotifm  will  never  ceafe  from  its  exertions, 
but  will  again  bring  forward  the  fame  un- 
conftitutional  and  deteftable  meafure,  the 
moment  an  opportunity  fhall  offer  of  effect- 
ing its  deftrudtive  purpofe. 

Much  praife  is  due,  to  the  falutary 
warnings,  which  have  been  repeatedly  given 
upon  this  fubjeCt.  When  fchemes  of  the 
moft  dangerous  tendency  are  in  agitation, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  public  prints  to 
warn  the  people,  and  prevent  their  being 
deluded  into  an  acquiefcence  in  fuch  mea- 
fures,  as  would  probably  end  in  their  de- 
ftruCtion. 

The  plan  of  levying  money  by  fubfcrip- 
tion,  for  building  fhips  of  war,  is  too  evi- 
dently the  offspring  of  the  fame  malignant 
A a 4 counfellors. 
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counfellors,  who  have  more  recently  advifed 
the  king  to  attempt  the  attachment  of  the 
old  regiments  to  the  counties,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  interweaving  a handing  army  of  mer- 
cenaries, in  times  of  peace,  with  the  free 
conhitution  of  England ; an  idea,  fo  full  of 
danger  to  every  thing  that  britons  fhould 
hold  dear,  that  I am  ahonilhed  at  the 
tamenefs,  with  which  fo  very  alarming  a 
project  has  been  received  by  the  public. 

It  is  the  charaherihic  of  an  adminihra- 
tion  truly  wife,  to  attempt  the  edablifhment 
of  an  honeh  purpofe,  by  honourable  and 
upright  means.  A departure  from  virtue, 
both  in  the  end  propofed,  and  in  the  fubor- 
dinate  heps,  is  doubly  reprehenhble.  It  was 
poffible  for  lord  Shelburne  to  have  effected 
his  purpofe,  by  means  not  liable  to  excep- 
tion, in  a conhitutional  point  of  view.  He 
has  chofen,  however,  that  his  adminihration, 
when  compared  with  that  of  the  worh  of 
his  predecehors,  'fhould  claim  the  horrible 
precedence ; he  has  determined,  that  this 
ihand,  once  the  feat  and  patronefs  of  free- 
dom, fhould  not  only  continue  to  riot  in 
fraternal  blood,  but  that  in  every  broke, 
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which  it  aims  at  its  brother’s  vitals.  It 
fhould  wound  its  own.  I am,  from  my 
heart,  perfuaded,  that  the  primary  end  and 
objeft  of  the  fhip-building  project,  was  to 
roufe  the  englifh,  by  their  ancient  prejudices, 
to  refolve  on  the  continuance  of  the  ame- 
rican  war.  France  and  Spain,  according 
to  an  expredion  not  of  the  mod  charitable 
kind,  are  termed  the  natural  enemies  of 
England.  Againb  thefe,  we  are  exhorted 
and  animated  to  drain  every  nerve,  uncon- 
fcious,  that  he,  who  fans  the  flame,  has 
no  other  end  in  view,  than  the  didurbance 
of  thofe  glorious  inditutions  in  America 
where,  notwithdanding  the  efforts  of  mb 

nibers  and  ’s,  I trud,  the  human 

fpecies  will,  at  lad,  obtain  an  afylum ; and 
every  individual  be  permitted  to  enjoy  a 
larger  portion  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
than  hath  been  indulged  in  any  age  or 
clime. 

l^lius. 


XIV.  A 


( 362  ) 


XIV. 

A LETTER  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF 

THE  SOCIETY  FOR  CONSTITUTIONAL 

INFORMATION.  * 

\ 

Buxton,  July  20,  1784. 

SIR, 

It  is  the  profelTed  defgn  of  the  fociety 
for  conftitutional  information,  to  difiufe, 
among  the  commonalty  of  this  ifland,  the 
knowledge  of  thofe  political  rights  and 
privileges,  which  are  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  enjoyment  of  civil  liberty. 
This  purpofe  of  your  inftitution,  you  have 
already  very  generally,  and  fuccefsfully, 
promoted,  by  your  publications  refpe^ting 
the  violated  rights  of  fuffrage,  and  the  un- 
warrantable prolongations  of  parliaments 
beyond  that  period,  which  the  conftitution 
and  the  reafon  of  things  affign  as  the  pro- 
per limits  of  their  duration.  Nor  have  you 

been 

[*  See  T rafts  publifhed  by  the  Society  for  conftitu- 
tional  information,  vol.  ii.  59.-62.] 
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been  inattentive  to  the  obligation,  incum- 
bent upon  the  members  of  every  well  regu- 
lated hate,  to  be  dulled  in  the  ufe  of  arms, 
a knowledge  effentiall y necefiary  to  the 
fafeguard  of  the  community,  againft  its 
foreign  and  domedic  foes. 

Such  preparation  has  been  ably  evinced, 
by  the  learned  and  excellent  author  of  “ An 
inquiry  into  the  legal  mode  of  fuppreffing 
riots,”  and  of  (t  A dialogue  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  government,”  to  be  truly  condi- 
tutional,  and  not  only  to  be  warranted,  but, 
in  the  bed  times  of  our  republic,  injoined 
by  law;  the  legidature  of  this  country  con- 
ddering  the  arms  of  freemen,  as  the  dronged 
fecurity,  under  heaven,  againd  every  fpecies 
of  civil  injury  or  commotion.  Were  the 
ancient  fpirit  of  our  ancedors  in  this  in- 
dance revived,  were  the  right  to  univerfal 
fuffrage  redored,  were  the  feptennial  and 
triennial  bills  repealed,  public  virtue,  I am 
confident,  would  re-affume  its  feat  in  the 
glowing  heart  of  every  englifh  citizen  : 
“ patriae  decus  et  tutamen”  fhould  appear 
refplendent  on  his  martial  brow. 

It  has  been,  too  much,  the  cudom  to  re- 
¥ prefe»t 
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prefen t the  inhabitants  of  a neighbouring 
kingdom  as  friendly  to'defpotifm,  as  infen- 
fible  to  the  feelings  of  genuine  patriotifm. 
The  following  quotation  and  authorities, 
extra&ed  from  a pamphlet  printed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  century, 
fpeak  the  fenfe  of  free  parliaments  and  a 
gallant  people,  upon  the  fubjedt  of  this  let- 
ter ; and  ought  to  animate  the  prefent  ge- 
neration to  revive  the  wife  and  falutary  in- 
ifitution  of  our  fires.  I am,  hr, 

your  obedient  fervant, 

JOHN  JEBB, 

EXTRACT  FROM  “ AN  HISTORICAL  AC- 
COUNT OF  THE  ANCIENT  RIGHTS  OF 

THE  PARLIAMENT  OF  SCOTLAND.* 

\ , • • •’ 

“ In  the  reign  of  queen  Mary,  it  was 
one  of  the  articles  agreed  on  betwixt  the  de- 
puties of  the  court,  and  thofe  of  the  nobility, 
that  the  king  and  queen  neither  made  peace 
nor  war  on  their  parts,  but  by  the  counfel, 
judgment,  and  confent  of  the  ehates,  ac- 
cording to  the  ordinance  of  the  country, 

and 
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and  as  was  obferved  by  their  predeceffors ; 
which  was  a fair  acknowledgment  of  the 
power  the  eftates  had  anciently  in  that 
matter. 

“ The  eftates  having  fo  great  a power  in 
affairs  of  war  and  peace,  it  followed  na- 
turally that  they  fhould  have  a right  to 
take  order  about  arming  the  people,  and 
training  them  up  in  the  ufe  of  their  arms. 
So  much  of  the  fovereignty  being  then 
lodged  in  the  three  eftates,  they  apprehended 
no  danger  of  rebellion  from  the  people, 
whom  it  was  their  advantage  to  cherifh  or 
encourage.  The  barons  and  freeholders 
could  ■ not  otherwife  maintain  their  own 
grandeur  and  riches,  but  by  having  fub- 
ftantial  and  wealthy  tenants  ; and  the  bo- 
roughs could  not  exped  that  their  corpo- 
rations fhould  flourifh,  either  in  commerce 
or  good  difcipline,  if  the  burghers  and  other 
inhabitants  were  not  encouraged  by  a mild 
and  juft  government.  This  being  the  cafe, 
and  the  intereft  of  the  government  and  peo- 
ple one  and  the  fame,  the  parliament,  from 
time  to  time,  injoined  all  of  them  that 
were  capable  of  bearing  arms,  to  be  armed 
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and  difciplined;  fettled  the  days  for  their  ren- 
dezvoufes  •,  ordered  butts  to  be  erected  in 
every  pariih,  that  the  youth  might  on  holi- 
days be  encouraged  to  improve  themlelves 
in  archery  ; and  enadted,  that  the  fheiiffs  ana 
barons,  and  magifirates  of  boroughs,  fhould 
take  care  to  fee  this  performed,  and  levy 
penalties  upon  thofe  that  negledted  or  tianf- 
greffed  thofe  flatutes.  Thus,  in  the  adt  of 
William  I.  cap.  23,  it  is  enadted,  that  every 
man  (hall  be  armed  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom  according  to  his  ability  ; and  the 
arms  are  there  fpecified,  and  matters  appointed 
by  the  fheriffs  and  barons  every  eafter. 

* * * * * * , * * 

« In  the  adt  of  James  III.  cap.  106,  it 
is.  ordered,  that  the  fheriffs  hold  rendezvou- 
fes  of  the  fubjedts  according  to  the  adt,  and 
give  the  king  an  account  under  his  own  feal, 
and  that  of  four  barons  of  the  hire,  of  all 
the  men  able  to  bear  arms  in  the  faid  hire, 
and  of  their  being  armed  according  to  the 
adt. 

* ***** 

“ In  the  adt  of  James  I.  cap.  61,  it  is  en- 
adted, that  in  order  to  dilcipline  he  people 
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through  all  "the  kingdom,  eveiy  fheriff, 
dewart,  bailie,  provod,  alderman,  and  bai- 
lies of  boroughs,  lords,  and  bailies  of  rega- 
lities, at  very  weapon- flie wing,  concur  with 
the  king’s  commiffioners,  that  fhall  happen, 
to  be  deputed  to  them,  and  they  together  to 
confult  with  the  moil  able  perfons  of  the 
fliire  and  after  they  have  enrolled  the  names 
of  every  man,  with  their  harnefs  and 
weapons,  chufe  one  able  man  or  more,  for 
every  parifb,  who  fhall  be  captain  to  the 
companies  of  the  faid  parities,  to  teach  them 
the  ule  of  their  arms ; and  fliall  affemble 
their  companies  at  lead  twice  per  month, 
during  May,  June,  and  July,  and  the  like 
in  all  other  months,  if  they  find  it  conve- 
nient ; and  the  captains  to  be  chofen  as  oft 
as  fhall  be  feen  expedient  by  the  fheriff  of 
the  lhire,  and  the  commiffioners  and  council 
fixed  with  him. 

“ Thus  we  find,  that  our  people  were 
univerfally  and  continually  trained  up  in  the 
ufe  of  arms  ; that  every  man  was  obliged 
to  be  armed  according  to  his  quality,  and 
that  the  command  of  their  armed  men  was 
not  intruded  with  every  man  that  could  get 
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a commiffion  from  the  king ; but  either 
with  fuch  as  were  chofen  by  the  people 
themfelves,  as  in  the  above  mentioned  adt, 
or  with  the  lords  and  barons,  that  were  their 
landlords  and  mafters,  and,  by  confequence, 
obliged  in  honour  and  intereft  to  treat  them 

O 

civilly  ; and  being  fo  much  concerned  in  the 
welfare  of  the  kingdom  themfelves,  were 
not  fo  liable  to  be  bribed,  or  bought  over, 
to  efpoufe  the  intereft  of  the  court  againft 
that  of  the  country,  as  mercenary  troops 
and  {landing  armies  have  ever  been.” 


XV. 

TO  MR.  JUSTICE  BULLER. 

September  8,  1784. 
The  current  dodlrine  of  the  bench,  that 
the  truth  of  a libel  is  an  aggravation  of  the 
guilt  incurred  by  its  publication,  refts  upon 
the  idea,  that  this  composition  derives  its  cri- 
minality from  its  tendency  to  produce  a breach 
of  the  peace ; an  idea,  originating  in  feudal 

principles,  and  altogether  foreign  to  the  juft 
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object  and  end  of  punishment  in  this  in- 
stance. 

The  cenforial  power  of  the  people,  by 
which  I mean  that  freedom  of  the  prefs, 
which  is  the  bulwark  of  englifh  liberties, 
cannot  be  duly  exercifed,  unlefs  every  indi- 
vidual be  allowed  freely  to  canvafs  the  pub- 
lic actions  of  public  men. 

If,  in  the  difcuffion  of  your  late  condud  at 
Shrewfbury,  I mifreprefent  the  fad,  I fhall 
certainly  be  fo  far  guilty  of  injuftice,  and 
liable  to  the  proper  cenfure.  If  Ijuftly  State 
the  fad,  and  err  in  my  inferences,  my  judg- 
ment may  be  called  in  question,  but  my 
perfon  ought  to  be  fecure  from  profecution. 
If  rightly  dating  the  fad,  and  Subjoining 
fuch  refledions  on  your  condud,  as  com- 
mon-fenfe  will  juftify,  I point  out  to  my 
fellow-citizens  the  pernicious  tendency  of 
the  principles  you  have  avowed  and  aded 
upon,  I Shall  deferve  their  approbation  ; and 
have  no  doubt,  but  that  whatever  profecu- 
tion might  openly  or  Secretly  be  encouraged 
by  the  friends  of  defpotifm,  an  impartial 
and  duly  informed  jury  of  my  countrymen 
HI*  B b would 
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would  find  the  general  verdid,  “ not  guilty 
of  the  charge.” 

But,  however  this  may  be,  no  confidera- 
tion  whatever  Shall  induce  me  to  Stifle  the 
juft  refentment,  which,  as  an  engliftiman,  I 
feel  on  account  of  the  dodrine  you  have 
adopted  in  your  fpeech,  and  your  Subsequent 
demeanour  to  the  Shropshire  jury. 

Two  editions  of  the  trial  of  the  dean  of 
St.  Afaph,  have  been  published  by  Mr. 
Gurney.  In  my  prefent  observations,  I Shall 
not  be  guided  Solely  by  his  authority,  how- 
ever refpedable  ; observing  only,  that  I have 
not  the  remoteft  intention  of  impeaching  his 
veracity  and  honour. 

The  points  to  which  I propofe,  at  prefent, 
to  Solicit  the  attention  of  the  public,  are  con- 
tained in  the  following  propositions : 

I muft  however  premife,  that  it  has  been 
hinted,  that  the  indidment  was  not  read  upon 
the  day  of  trial.  The  fad  may  eafily  be 
aScertained  upon  further  inquiry.  I will 
fairly  own,  the  omiflion  appears  to  me  of  So 
extraordinary  a nature,  that,  in  this  inftance, 
I doubt  the  accuracy  of  my  informant ; and 

there- 
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therefore,  I Shall  only  obferve  upon  this 
point,  that  if  fuch  overfight  be  a fad,  it  may 
account,  in  part,  for  the  conduct  of  the  jury 
in  yielding  to  the  luggefted  alteration ; as  I 
think  no  juryman,  upon  hearing  the  inflamed 
invedive  with  which  the  indidment  com” 
mences,  could  have  been  brought  to  aflfent 
to  the  recorded  verdid. 

The  propofltions  which  follow,  reft  upon 
far  Superior  teftimony. 

1.  That  after  the  jury  had  returned  into 
court,  and,  by  their  foreman,  had  regularly 
delivered  their  verdid,  “ guilty  of  publishing 
only,”  you  refufed  to  record  the  verdid, 
though  Solemnly  and  repeatedly  called  upon 
fo  to  do,  by  the  counfel  for  the  defendant. 

2.  That,  upon  an  appeal  to  the  jury,  they 
fteadily  declared  it  to  be  their  intention,  that 
the  word  “ only”  Should  ftand  part  of  the 
verdid. 

3.  That  you  fuggefted  to  the  jury  a mean- 
ing  evidently  foreign  to  their  idea,  in  the 
following  words.  ee  If  I underftand  you 
right, by  your  verdid  you  mean  to  fay  guilty 
of  publishing  this  libel but  was  inftantly 
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correded  by  a juryman,  who  replied,  “No  ! 
the  pamphlet.” 

4.  That  after  your  fevere,  but  unmerited, 
harfh  behaviour  to  Mr.  Erfkine,  (whofe  zeal, 
ability  and  integrity  are  beyond  my  praife,) 
the  jury  defired  leave  to  go  out. 

5.  That  after  a verdid  had  been  fuggefted 
to  the  jury  in  cdurt,  fubftantially  differing 
from  that  delivered  by  their  foreman,  you 
ordered  the  verdid  fo  amended  to  be  re- 
corded, upon  a declaration  from  fome  of  the 
jury  that  fuch  was  their  meaning,  although 
a juryman  at  the  moment  exclaimed,  “that 
is  not  the  verdid.” 

6.  It  appears  mod:  evident,  that  the  jury. 
From  the  beginning,  were  thoroughly  fatisfied 
of  the  purport  of  the  innuendos  ; that  they 
uniformly  declared  their  perfuafion,  and  no 
man  of  common-fenie  could  do  other  wife, 
that  G.  meant  gentleman;  F.  farmer; 
« king,”  king  of  Great-Britain ; and  “ par- 
liament,” the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  ; 
and  yet  they  perfifted  in  their  idea,  that  the 
word  “ only”  fhould  fiand  part  of  their 
verdid. 

Surely,  as  they  neither  found  that  the 
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pamphlet  was  a libel,  nor  any  criminal  in- 
tention in  the  publifher,  it  was  fair  for  you 
to  conclude,  that  it  was  their  intention  to 
acquit  the  defendant.  Common  fenfe  feem- 
ing  to  dictate,  that  if  the  pamphlet  be  not 
declared  criminal  by  thofe,  to  whom,  as  pro- 
per judges,  the  pamphlet  was  recited,  cri- 
minality of  intention  alfo  being  excluded  by 
the  word  <c  only,'”  there  remained  no  foun- 
dation for  guilt. 

I will  hate  this  matter  more  fully,  and 
with  fome  variety  of  expreffion. 

The  fad:  hated  in  the  indidment  is,  in 
plain  englifh,  “ the  dean  of  St.  Afaph  has 
malicioufly  published  a feditious  pamphlet.” 
To  this  accufation  the  dean  pleaded  the  ge- 
neral plea,  “ not  guilty  f ’ the  trial  of  this 
fad  was  fubmitted  to  the  jury,  and  it  may 
be  refolved  into  the  three  following  partis 
culars : 

1 . The  publishing  of  a certain  pamphlet 
in  which  G.  means  gentleman  ; F.  farmer, 
&c. 

2.  That  this  pamphlet  is  a falfe  and  fedi- 
tious libel  on  the  king  and  parliament  of 
Great- Britain. 
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That  the  dean  of  St.  Afaph  published 
this  pamphlet,  with  the  malicious  intention 
Hated  in  the  indidment. 

The  jury  find  that  the  dean  of  St.  Afaph 
publiihed  the  pamphlet,  and  they  do  not 
pray  the  difcretion  of  the  court,  which  is 
the  form  injoined  by  the  i 3th  of  E.  1 . c.  30, 
whereby,  the  jury,  doubting  of  the  com- 
plexion of  the  fad,  are  permitted,  in  a par- 
ticular inftance,  to  find  a fpecial  verdid, 
more  properly  ftiled  a “ verdid,  at  large.” 

They  alfo  add  the  word  “ only,”  thereby 
.pointedly  excluding  every  idea  of  guilt. 

It  may,  therefore,  however  aukwardly 
they  may  have  exprelfed  their  meaning,  be 
prefumed  to  have  been  their  intention  to 
find  the  defendant  not  guilty  of  the  charge. 

At  lead  fuch,  very  honedly,  might  have 
been  your  dedudion,  upon  hearing  the  ver- 
did as  delivered  by  the  foreman. 

Or,  which  would  have  been  perfedly  re- 
gular, obferving  the  confufion  of  the  jury, 
you  might  have  acquiefced  in  their  defire  to 
go  out  of  court,  for  the  purpofe  of  leconfi- 
dering  their  verdid. 

This  might  pofiibly  have  produced  an  ef- 
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fedt  fimilar  to  that  defcribed  in  the  follow- 
ing extra#  from  fir  John  Hawle’s  dialogue 
between  a barrifter  and  a juryman;  a tra#, 
which  I am  forry  was  not  read  by  the 
jury,  previoufly  to  their  entering  upon  their 
important  charge.  It  relates  to  the  trial  of 
William  Penn,  in  1670,  for  preaching  to  an 
unlawful  affembly  of  the  people  in  Grace- 
church -ft  reet. 

“ The  trial  began  on  the  faturday;  the  jury 
retiring,  after  fome  conftderable  time  fpent 
in  debate,  came  in,  and  gave  this  verdi#, 
<£  guilty  of  preaching  in  Gracechurch- 
ftreet.”  At  which  the  court  was  offended, 
and  told  them  “ they  had  as  good  fay  no- 
thing adding,  “ was  it  not  an  unlawful 
affembly  ? you  mean  he  was  fpeaking  to  a 
tumult  of  people  there.”  But  the  foreman 
faying,  what  he  had  delivered  was  all  he  had 
in  commiffion ; and  others  of  them  affirm- 
ing, that  they  allowed  of  no  fuch  words  as 
*‘an  unlawful  affembly”  in  their  verdi#,  they 
were  fent  back  again,  and  then  brought  in  a 
verdi#  in  writing,  fubferibed  with  all  their 
hands,  in  thefe  words;  “ we  the  jurors 
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hereafter  named,  do  find  William  Penn  to  be 
guilty  of  fpeaking  or  preaching  to  an  afiem- 
bly  met  together  in  Gracechurch-fixeet,  the 
fourteenth  of  Auguft  1670;  and  William 
Mead  not  guilty  of  the  faid  indictment.” 
This  the  court  refented  fill  worfe,  and 
therefore  fent  them  back  again,  and  ad- 
journed, till  funday  morning ; but  then  too 
they  infilled  on  the  fame  verdict ; fo  the 
court  adjourned  ’till  monday  morning;  and 
then  the  jury  brought  in  the  prifoners  gene- 
rally “ not  guilty,”  which  was  recorded  and 
allowed  of.” 

The  fubfequent  events  are  foreign  to  my 
purpofe,  though  worthy  of  the  notice  of  every 
future  jury  ; and  not  altogether  undeferving 
of  the  attention  of  every  future  judge. 

TREBAT1US, 
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XVI. 

TO  THE  REV.  CHRISTOPHER  WYVILL. 

Parliament' dreet,  May  6,  1785. 

DEAR  SIR, 

If  any  motive  could  induce  me  to  break 
through  the  refolution  I had  formed  to  de- 
cline appearing  at  a meeting,  * the  purport 
of  which,  you  gave  me  to  underdand,  was  to 
conlider  upon  the  proper  means  of  enforcing 
an  union  upon  the  principles  of  the  minider, 
your  kind  note  of  lad  night  would  have  had 
that  eifed.  But  I will  freely  own,  that  fome 
late  occurrences  have  much  alarmed  me; 
they  lead  me  to  believe,  that,  although  the 
vifible  agents  are  aduated  by  the  pureft 
principles,  and  are  totally  unconfcious,  as 
well  as  incapable,  of  any  fmider  aim,  fome- 
thing  foreign  to  the  main  quedion,  if  not 
inimical  to  the  real  intereds  of  the  people, 

is 

* Held  at  the  Thateh’d-houfe,  St.  James’s-ftreet,  on 
laturday  the  feventh  of  May,  1785. 
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is  intended,  which  may  be  revealed  in  its 
day/ 

In  cenfuring  the  condud  of  the  majority 
of  the  prefent  parliament,  and  in  animating 
the  people  to  perfevere  in  the  demand  of 
their  undoubted  right  to  fhort  parliaments 
and  a fairer  reprefentation,  I would  cordially 
concur ; and  the  ftronger  the  language,  the 
more  in  harmony  with  my  feelings.  But, 
an  union  upon  Mr.  Pitt’s  principles, although 
I would,  on  no  account,  be  underflood  to  re- 
probate the  whole  of  his  plan,  I cannot  bring 
myfelf  to  approve.  The  extenfion  of  the 
ri£ht  of  fuffrage  to  copy-holders,  is  certainly 
juft;  and  although  I have  objections  to  an 
increafe  of  county  reprefentatives,  yet  I muft 
acknowledge  that  the  transfer  of  the  eledive 
franchife  from  decayed  boroughs  to  the  me- 
tropolis, and  to  large  towns,  at  prefent  unre- 
prefented,  would,  when  effeded,  be  a con- 
fiderable  advance  to  conftitutional  perfedion. 
Yet,  defeds  are  evidently  apparent  upon  the 
face  of  this  fyftem.  No  provifion  as  yet 
appears  for  the  relief  of  fuch  boroughs  as 
Bury,  Yarmouth,  Cambridge,  Buckingham, 
&c.  where  reafon,  even  on  Mr,  Pitt’s  prin- 
ciples, 


( 379  ) 

cipfes,  requires  that  the  right  of  fuffrage 
fhould  in  them  be  extended  far  beyond  its 
prefen t limitations.  It  is  alfo  an  infuper- 
able  objection,  in  my  mind,  to  fuch  union 
as  you  propofe,  that  a very  long  period  of 
time  mult  neceffarily  elapfe,  before  any 
effect  of  confequence  can  be  produced,  by 
the  operation  of  the  principles  propofed. 
The  country,  in  the  mean  time,  may  be 
ruined  ; the  people  totally  enilaved. 

I fee  alfo  ftrong  obje&ions  to  the  idea  of 
depending,  for  an  improvement  of  parlia- 
mentary reprefentation,  upon  the  voluntary 
furrender  of  the  prefent  monopolizers  ; more 
efpecially,  as  the  parliament  we  wifh  to  re- 
form, is  itfelf  to  direct  the  circumftances  of 
the  purchafe. 

With  refped  to  the  recovery  of  the  long 
violated  right  of  fuffrage  of  the  great  collec- 
tive body,  Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  fpeech,  repre- 
fen ts  it  as  a confideration  of  importance, 
that  all  fuch  views  and  profpeTs  will  be 
totally  foreclofed  by  the  adoption  of  this 
plan,  which  he  propofes  fhall  be  final.  In- 
deed, it  gave  me  great  concern  to  obferve, 
that,  in  a fpeech,  certainly  manifefting  real 
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ability,  and  difclofing  much  conftitutional 
information,  was  alfo  comprehended  other 
matter,  totally  unfounded,  and  of  the  moft 
dangerous  tendency,  with  regard  to  the 
caufe  of  freedom. 

As  I am  perfuaded  that  a reform,  when 
effeded,  muft  take  place  in  confequence  of 
the  adive  energy  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  I fhould  think  myfelf  guilty  of 
countenancing  the  mifchief  I apprehend, 
were  I to  go  the  lengths  you  feem  to  with, 
in  fupport  of  the  minifter’s  idea.  I would 
not,  on  any  account,  be  acceftary  to  the  ob- 
ftrudion  of  any  real  good  he  may  propofe  to 
effed.  My  late  condud  at  the  Weftminfter 
committee,  I truft,  evinces,  that  real  good 
I will  affift  in  promoting,  from  whatever 
quarter  it  may  proceed.  At  the  fame  time, 
I am  refolved  to  oppofe,  whatever  I efteem 
dangerous  to  the  caufe  of  freedom. 

I muft  alfo  own,  that  the  condud  of  the 
houfe,  upon  Mr.  Sawbridge  s late  motion 
for  fhortening  the  duration  of  parliaments, 
appears  to  me  an  additional  argument  for 
alarm. 

To  that  gentleman,  to  lord  Surrey,  and  to 
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Mr.  Martin,  the  country  is  indeed  greatly 
indebted  for  their  manly  conduct  on  that 
day.  But,  did  the  filent  vote  of  the  mini- 
fler  on  this  occafion,  difcoyer  the  proper 
warmth  of  attachment  to  the  acknowledged 
principles  of  the  confutation  ? The  queflion, 
you  may  anfwer,  applies  equally  to  oppo- 
fition.  Totally  unconnected  with  party,  I 
feel  no  difficulty  in  acknowledging,  that  it 
applies  to  them,  if  poffible,  with  greater 
force.  Heaven  grant  the  confutation  may 
meet  with  friends  of  a very  differen  t fpirit,  in 
this  its  hour  of  danger,  or,  englifh  liberties 
will  foon  become  an  empty  name  ! 

In  Ireland,  as  in  a faithful  mirror,  the  real 
maxims  of  the  prefen t adminiftration,  re- 
fpeCting  political  liberty,  appear  Brongly  de- 
picted, and  in  their  native  deformity ; attach- 
ments ; reftraints  of  the  prefs  ; denial  of  the 
right  of  the  fubjeCt  to  bear  &rms  j and  the 
rejection  of  the  reform  bill ! in  all  thefe 
meafures,  the  king’s  attorney-general  ads  a 
confpicuous  part. 

I earneftly  wifh  an  union  of  the  people. 

I will  do  all  in  my  power  to  promote  one, 
upon  a juft  and  comprehensive  principle. 

I will 
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I will  alfo  cordially  fupport  any  reafonable, 
any  practicable  plan,  although  it  does  not 
immediately  proceed  to  the  full  extent  of  my 
own  idea;  provided,  the  effential  rights  of  the 
people  are  not  reprobated  in  fuch  plan,  and 
all  further  improvement  foreclofed.  But  I 
will  never  purfue  a line  of  conduct,  which 
implies  an  approbation  of  principles  I abhor; 
a line  of  conduct,  which  would  tend  to  dif- 
fociate  the  minds  of  very  many  approved 
friends  of  the  conftitution,  from  our  caufe ; 
and  veil  an  implicit  confidence  in  a man* 
who,  though  juftly  refpe&able  in  many 
points,  has  openly  avowed  himfelf,  and  as 
openly  acted,  as  the  minifter  of  the  crown. 

For  thefe  reafons,  and  as  my  prefence  at  a 
meeting,  where  my  voice,  in  all  probability, 
would  be  difcordant  from  the  general  tone, 
cannot  poffibly  anfwer  any  good  purpofe, 
with  fincereft  and  molt  heart  felt  refpect  for 
yourfelf,  and  fuch  of  the  worthy  gentlemen 
as  I hear  are  to  be  of  your  company,  I beg 
leave  to  decline  complying  with  your  oblig- 
ing invitation.  Our  caufe,  I have  no  douot, 
will  ultimately  prevail.  To  the  latefi:  mo- 
ment of  my  life,  I will  exert  myfelf  with 
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unabated  vigour  in  its  fupport,  whatever 
may  be  the  event  with  refped  to  my  fortune 
or  my  fame  : happy  if  my  conduct  be  fuch, 
as  {hall  approve  itfelf  to  the  friends  of  free- 
dom and  of  public  virtue  ; yet,  not  deftitute 
of  fufficient  confolation,  if  deprived  of  every 
external  ipecies  of  fupport,  I be  confcious 
only  of  the  approbation  of  my  own  mind  in 
the  folitary  hour. 

I am,  &c. 

JOHN  JEBB. 


XVII. 


July  12,  1785. 

As  I am  perfuaded  that  arbitrary  power 
will  then,  and  then  only,  be  effeftually  and 
finally  eftablilhed,  when  this  metropolis, 
hitherto  the  bulwark  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land againft  the  open  attacks,  and  fecret 
machinations  of  defpotifm,  fhall  be  fubdued 
to  the  fimilitude  of  Paris,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  “ commiffioners  of  police,”  it  is 
with  fingular  pleafure,  I affure  you  of  the 
following  fa£t. 

“ The 
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« The  fociety  for  conftitutional  informa- 
tion, have  appointed  a committee,  connfl- 
ing of  fome  of  its  mod  a&ive  members,  to 
watch  and  report  the  progrefs  of  the  expected 
police  bill,  with  a view  of  conveying  the 
•neceflary  information  to  their  fellow- citizens, 
in  cafe,  under  fpecious  pretences,  articles 
or  claufes  hoftile  to  the  liberties  of  englifh- 
men,  fhould  be  admitted  into  the  competi- 
tion of  that  bill.” 

TREBATIUS. 


XVIII. 

August  2,  1785. 

The  bill  which  changed  triennial  par- 
liaments into  feptennial,  together  with  that 
which  had  before  eftablifhed  triennial  in- 
ftead  of  annual,  or  rather  feflional  parlia- 
ments, in  defiance  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  conflitution,  have  been  attended 
with  numerous  and  fubflantial  evils  to  this 
country.  In  many  of  the  meetings  ol  the 
people,  feptennial  parliaments  have  been  de- 
clared a violation  of  the  conflitution,  and 
• ’ an 
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ah  intolerable  grievance.  To  them  we  owe 
the  american  war,  and  almoft  every  cala- 
mity of  which  we  complain  ; as,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  edabldhment,  the  reprefenta- 
tive  is  enabled  to  form  an  intereft  feparate 
from,  or  oppofite  to  that  of  his  condiment* 
Nor  is  it  among  the  lead  of  the  evils  de- 
rived from  this  fource,  that  the  colle&ive 
body  is  thereby  deprived  of  thofe  frequent 
opportunities  of  adembling,  and  exprefiing 
its  fentiments  on  public  men,  and  public 
meafures,  which  it  formerly  enjoyed  ; an 
evil,  more  to  be  deplored,  as  feafons  mul- 
tiply which  require  its  interference.  The 
only  real  check  upon  government  that  now 
remains,  h that  of  popular  cenfure,  which,  as 
the  people  feldom  meet  on  a public  account, 
is  treated  with  derifion  by  minifters  of  date. 
We  have,  by  fatal  negledt,  omitted  many 
opportunities  of  aderting  that  right  of  bear- 
ing arms,  which  is  one  of  the  inherent  privi- 
leges of  a freeborn  englidiman  ; and  which, 
from  a principle  of  general  affection  to  the 
caufe  of  liberty,  I am  induced  to  with  tile 
iridi  may  never  redgn.. 

With  refpecd  to  public  conventions,  Ta~ 
III.  C c 
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cltus  reprefents  the  inattention  of  the  molt 
warlike  nations  to  that  founded:  principle  of 
policy,  as  one  of  the  great  caufes  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  romans  in  fubduing  the  world.  I 
will  quote  the  emphatic  expreffions  of  that 
able  writer,  without  the  alteration  of  a fingle 
word,  and  leave  my  countrymen,  after  con- 
fidering  the  figns  of  the  times,  to  make  the 
application.  “ Nec  aliud  adverfus  validiffi- 
mas  gentes  pro  nobis  utilius,  quam  quod  in 
commune  non  confulunt ; rarus  ad  propul- 
fandum  commune  periculum  conventus : 
ita,  dum  finguli  pugnant,  univerli  vincuntur.” 
Nothing,  furely,  but  the  fame  inattention 
to  the  principles  of  juft  policy,  can  account 
for  the  general  apathy  of  this  nation,  while 
meafures  of  a nature  fo  hoftile  to  civil  and 
political  liberty,  are  purfued  by  government 
in  a filler  kingdom.  Were  the  people  to 
meet  more  frequently,  they  would  certainly 
be  called  upon  to  attend  to  this  momentous 
truth,  viz.  that  in  the  deftrudlion  of  irifti 
rights,  the  deflrudtion  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  England  is  alfo  included.  If  the 
legillature  of  Ireland  in  one  point,  of  con* 
.felfedly  great  importance,  is  rendered  de- 
pendent 
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pendent  upon  the  administration  of  England, 
is  it  poflible  that  engliShmen  Should  not  per- 
ceive, that  the  influence  of  the  crown  would 
alfo  in  this  country  be  enormoufly  in- 
creafed  ? I remember  this  argument  was 
very  forcibly  urged  by  the  patriots,  when, 
by  the  practices  of  lord  M , an  ar- 

bitrary government,  (which  fill  prevails) 
was  eftablifhed  in  the  extenSive  province 
of  Quebec.  I know  it  will  be  faid,  that 
I falfely  State  the  question,  for  the  inten- 
tion of  the  fourth  propofition  of  the  regula- 
tions, which,  O Shame  to  patriotifm  ! paSTed 
without  debate  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  is  to 
aSTert  the  fuperin tending  power  of  the  britiSh 
legislature  in  the  fpecific  instance  therein 
mentioned.  But,  what  is  parliamentary  re- 
prefentation  in  this  country  ? Is  it  not  a 
mockery,  and  an  empty  name  ? An  obfer- 
vation  which,  on  a fimilar  occafion,  was 
urged  with  Angular  propriety  by  the  duke  of 
Richmond.  At  the  prefent  I Shall  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  Should  this  refolution  pais  in 
Ireland,  the  ArSt  deadly  blow  will  then  be 
Struck  at  engliSh  independence  j a fecond 
will  only  then  be  wanting  to  warrant  me  to 
exclaim,  “ adtum  eft  delibertate  anglicana.” 

Cc2  The 
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The  vi&ory  of  the  minions  of  the  crown/ 
would  be  further  pulhed,  until  by  an  union  of 
the  kingdoms,  (the  obvious  aim  and  almoft 
avowed  purpofe  of  the  prefent  movements 
of  government,)  all  power  of  conditutional 
refinance  would  be  for  ever  loft  to  both 
countries. 

The  fame  dark  policy  which  dictated  the 
late  meafures  refpe&ing  Ireland,  has  long 
been  employed  in  prejudicing  the  minds  of 
englilhmen  againft  a commercial  union  be- 
tween us  and  our  tranfatlantic  brethren  ; an. 
union,  which,  in  various  manners,  would 
contribute  to  our  profperity  and  glory  j but 
of  this,  for  the  prefent,  let  an  hint  fuffice. 

I have  lately,  in  a fhort  letter  under  my 
prefent  fignature,  endeavoured  to  warn  my 
fellow -citizens  againft  an  infidious  attempt 
to  introduce  a french  fyftem  of  police  into 
the  metropolis ; an  attempt,  which  it  be- 
comes every  friend  of  freedom  to  ref  ft.  To 
the  idle  obfervations  upon  that  letter,  I ftiall 
make  no  reply.  It  is  to  fadts,  not  words,  I 
wifi  my  countrymen  to  attend ; melancholy 
indeed  is  the  talk  to  ring  the  bell  of  alarm, 
while  a fon  of  Chatham  diredls  the  helm  ; 

but 
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but  truth,  and  a genuine  love  of  freedom, 
conftrain  me  to  declare,  that,  unlefs  the 
inhabitants  of  a neighbouring  kingdom  be 
timely  wife,  that  conflitution,  in  the  reno- 
vation of  which,  they  have  fo  lately  glo- 
ried, may,  by  the  rude  unhallowed  hand  of 
defpotifm,  be  fuddenly  deflroyed ; and  that 
we,  who  vainly  think  we  are  free  and  in- 
dependent, while,  perhaps,  we  are  a hiding 
in  the  ruin,  or  heedledly  contemplating  the 
profpedt,  may  look  back  like  the  men  of 
Ai  in  fcripture,  and  behold  the  folid  flruc- 
ture  of  our  own  in  flames, 

TREEATIUS. 


XIX. 

August  22,  1785. 

With  the  mod  heartfelt  fatisfadtion  I 
congratulate  the  friends  of  englidi  indepen- 
dency, upon  the  noble  exertions  of  the  irifli 
patriot  band,  upon  the  ever  memorable 
night  of  the  12th  indant.  The  majority, 
who  fupported  the  minions  of  power,  when 
the  individuals  who  compofed  it,  flood  ar- 
C c 3 ranged 
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ranged  in  oppofition  to  the  legionaries  of 
liberty,  manifested  that  marked  inferiority, 
which  the  awful  prefence  of  virtue  impofes 
upon  the  otherwife  Sbamelefs  front  of  prof- 
titution ; at  the  fame  time  that  the  abili- 
ties, integrity,  and  Substantial  property  of 
the  defenders  of  the  constitution,  afforded 
to  the  glowing  hearts  of  the  Spectators,  a 
well-grounded  confidence  of  future  tri- 
umph.  I have,  in  a former  letter,  ex- 
prelfed  my  hope,  that  Ireland,  in  relifling  ' 
the  infidious  attack  upon  the  independence 
of  her  legislature,  would  eventually  fecure 
the  liberties  of  England.  But  then,  my 
countrymen  mufl  not  be  wanting  to  them- 
felves  3 ruin  is  pouring  in  upon  us  by  a 
thoufand  channels  3 defpotifm  approaches 
with  alarming:  Strides  3 we  liflen  to  the  fe- 
ducing  tales  of  the  partisans  of  power,  who 
hourly  endeavour  to  diffociate  us  from 
thofe  who  have  a common  interest  with  us, 
in  the  caufe  of  freedom  3 and  pour  reproach 
on  a people,  who  from  the  circumftances 
of  kindred-blood,  a Similarity  of  purfuits, 
and  ancient  habits  of  intercourfe,  w^ould,  I 
am  perfuaded,  if  kindly  and  honourably 

dealt 
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dealt  with,  prove  our  faded:  friends.  Is  it 
by  thefe  effufions  of  infult,  with  which 
every  publication  abounds,  that  englifhmen 
can  hope  to  fecure  the  commerce,  or  enfure 
the  affedtion  of  their  irifh  or  their  american 
brethren,  in  the  hour  of  danger  ? A mo- 
ment’s reflection  will  decide  what  ought  to 
be  our  policy : but  through  want  of  adopt- 
ing the  principle  of  Tacitus,  mentioned  in 
my  lad:  letter ; through  a negledt  of  con- 
ferring upon  each  important  fubjedt,  in 
ftated  meetings  of  the  people,  delufion  every 
where  prevails.  The  friends  of  arbitrary 
power  know  full  well,  that  a cordial  fpirit 
of  good-will,  nourished  by  reciprocal  adts 
of  kindnefs,  would  produce  that  happy  in- 
tercourfe  between  America  and  thefe  iflands, 
from  which  unnumbered  bleffings  would 
be  derived  to  the  people  of  each  country  : 
but  then  they  alfo  fear  that  the  lamp  of 
liberty  might  poflibly  be  relumed  in  this 
ifland  ; and  that  englifhmen,  urged  by  the 
fair  example,  might  again  begin  to  mani- 
fed  that  ftern  abhorrence  of  defpotic  power, 
which  formerly  did  fo-much  honour  to  our 
name.  They  alfo  fear  that  meetings,  and 
C c 4 committees 
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committees  of  the  people,  might  then  be 
formed  to  watch  and  counteract,  by  their 
conftitutional  exertions,  the  inceflant  agency 
of  that  malignant  fpirit,  which,  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  has  continued  to  fcatter 
difcord  through  the  land,  has  inflicted  dif- 
grace  upon  our  name,  and  threatens  ruin  to 
us  and  our  pofterity  for  ever.  They  alfo 
fear  led  Scotland,  the  fcourge  of  tyrannic 
power  in  many  a former  generation,  and 
unjuftly  traduced  as  regardlefs  of  liberty  in 
the  prefent,  might  roufe  at  the  animating 
call  of  the  neighbouring  ifland,  and  exhibit 
evidences  of  a gallant  fpmt,  fimilai  to 
thofe,  which  the  hiftoric  page  records  in 
terms  of  honour,  which  can  never  be  for- 
gotten either  by  the  friends  or  foes  to  free- 
dom. Hence  it  is,  and  has  been  long  the 
effort  of  the  common  enemy  to  infufe,  by 
every  dark  contrivance,  unworthy  fufpi- 
cions  of  our  natural  allies  into  the  un- 
fufpeCting  breads  of  englifhmen.  Being 
thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  were  the  film 
of  prejudice  removed,  fo  that  truth  could 
attain  ah  admiffion  to  the  uncorrupted  mind, 
we  fhould  be  difpoled,  with  unanimous 

voices 
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voice,  to  hail  the  triumph  of  liberty  in 
every  clime,  and  clafp  the  defenders  of  that 
choiceft  gift  of  heaven  to  man,  to  our  kin- 
dred breads,  with  more  than  a fraternal 
love. 

My  voice,  I feel,  is  feeble;  my  pen,  I 
know,  is  deftitute  of  that  energy  which  is 
required  to  call  the  expiring  virtue  of  my 
countrymen  to  the  knowledge,  to  the  affer- 
tio.n  of  their  rights.  But  why  does  Junius, 
why  does  Orellan  dumber  ? All  power  is 
derived  from  the  people.  In  the  people, 
by  our  con  ft  it  ution,  is  veiled  the  control 
of  power.  The  power  of  legiilation  is  a 
delegated  truft  ; the  prerogative  of  the 
prince,  and  the  privileges  of  the  nobles,  reft 
folely  on  the  fame  foundation.  Are  we 
then  perfuaded,  that  the  parliaments  of 
thefe  idands  are  real  delegations  of  the  peo- 
ple ? Was  the  feptennial  aft,  the  aft  of  the 
nation  ? Thefe  are  queftions  weighty  and 
important.  To  refolve  them  is  far  from 
being  the  province  of  either  parliaments  or 
kings.  In  what  manner  an  houfe  of  com- 
mons has  chofen  to  refolve  them,  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  prefent  jeftion  will  inform  us. 

To 
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To  my  fervent  wiflies  for  the  final  fuccefs 

% . » 

of  the  friends  of  liberty  in  Ireland,  I will 
only  add,  at  prefent,  that  it  is  my  firm 
perfuafion,  that  the  late  plan  of  parliamen- 
tary reform  introduced  by  the  minifter  of 
England,  was  as. deficient  with  refped  to 
any  probable  good  effed  in  Hemming  the 
torrent  of  corruption,  as  it  was  unfounded 
in  its  principle ; and  that  the  folemn  farce 
of  introducing  a motion,  of  which  the  foie 
refemblance  to  the  real  queftion  confifted  in 
the  name,  and  this  at  a moment,  when 
every  minifterial  exertion  was  employed  to 
defeat  a fimilar  meafure  in  the  filler  king- 
dom, is  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  ftamp  the  cha- 
rader  of  its  patron,  and  has  raifed  more 
than  a doubt  of  the  purity  of  his  intentions 
refpeding  the  general  caufe  of  conftitutional 
liberty,  in  the  breads  of  very  many  of  its 

molt  drenuous  and  confident  friends. 

trebatius. 
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XX. 

A LETTER  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  'l'HE 

<1 

SOCIETY  FOR  CONSTITUTIONAL  IN- 
FORMATION.^ 

Sir, 

The  purport  of  the  following  extract 
from  the  treatife  of  fir  John  Fortefcue, 
chancellor  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  fixth, 
on  the  difference  between  an  abfolute  and 
limited  monarchy,  is  admirably  expreffed 
in  the  words  of  the  author : confequently, 
there  is  fcarcely  occafion  for  any  farther 
preamble,  than  the  title  of  the  chapter.  I 
would,  however,  obferve,  that  the  paffage 
appears  worthy  of  public  attention,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  good  fenfe  and  con- 
ftitutional  wifdom,  with  which  it  is  replete, 
but  alfo  as  it  breathes  that  fpirit  of  freedom, 
which  fo  frequently  animated  our  anceftors 
to  affert  the  dignity  and  rights  of  men,  in 
oppofition  to  the  tyrannical  principles,  and 
nefarious  practices  of  njiniflers  and  kings. 

Although 

[*  SeeTra&s  publifhed  by  the  Society  for  conftitu- 
clonal  information,  v.  ii.  p.  64—68.] 
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Although  it  is  the  main  purpofe  of  our  au- 
thor to  demonstrate  the  realm  to  be  then 
moft  vigorous,  when  its  commons  abound 
in  Jjhe  comforts  and  conveniencies  of  life ; 
Jiis  argument  alfo  tends  to  eftablilh  a moft 
important  right,  which,  from  fome  ftrange 
fatality,  englilhmen  feem  difpofed  to  refign, 
at  a moment,  when  the  afferting  of  it  ap- 
pears more  particularly  to  be  required  by 
the  circumftances  of  the  times  : I mean 
the  right  of  bearing  arms  for  the  public 
defence. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  the  commonalty  of 
England  is  indeed  deplorable.  We  are  ex- 
poled  without  a friend  or  patron,  like  a 
helplefs  prey,  to  the  depredations  of  mi- 
nisters of  ftate.  Every  constitutional  fecu- 
rity,  in  which  we  formerly  prided  our- 
felves,  is  infidioufly  withdrawn,  or  fub- 
ftantially  impaired.  We  are,  deprived  of 
our  right  to  arms,  by  iniquitous  game  laws; 
of  our  votes  for  the  election  of  oui  legisla- 
tors, by  no  lefs  injurious  reftraints,  faliely 
termed  legal ; of  the  right  of  fuftrage,  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  long  continuance  of 

feptennial 
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feptennial  parliaments  has  almoft  obliterated 
the  remembrance  of  our  former  powers  of 
control.  I am.  Sir, 

Y our  obedient  fervant, 

JOHN  JEBB. 

Parliament-ilreet,  v 

Sept.  16,  1785. 


♦ 


AN  EXTRACT  FROM  FORTESCUE  ON 
THE  DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  AN  AB- 
SOLUTE AND  LIMITED  MONARCHY. 

CHAP.  XII. 

Hereafter  ys  fcliewyd,  what  harme  would 
come  to  Englond,  if  the  comons  thereof 
were  pore. 

£f  Some  men  have  faid,  that  it  war  good 
for  the  kyng,  that  the  comons  of  Englond 
wer  made  poer,  as  be  the  comons  of  Fraunce. 
For  than,  thay  would  not  rebell  as  now  thay 
done  often  tymes ; which  the  comons  of 
b raunce  do  not,  nor  may  do  ; for  thay  have 
no  wepon,  nor  armor,  nor  good  to  bye  it 

withall. 
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withall.  To  thees  maner  of  men,  maybe 
faid  with  the  philofopher,  “ Ad  parva  ref- 
picientes,  de  facili  enunciant that  is  to  fay, 
thay  that  feen  fewe  thyngs,  woll  fone  fay 
their  advyfe.  Forfothe  thoos  folkys  con- 
fyderyn  litil  the  good  of  the  realme  of  Eng- 
lond,  wherof  the  might  mod:  ftondyth  upon 
archers,  which  be  no  rich  men.  And  if 
thay  were  made  porer  than  they  be,  they 
fchuld  not  have  wherewith  to  bye  them 
bowys,  arrowes,  jakkes,  or  any  other  armor 
of  defence,  whereby  thay  might  be  able 
to  refyfte  our  ennymyes,  whan  thay  lifte 
to  come  upon  us,  which  thay  may  do  on 
every  fyde,  confydering  that  we  be  an  ile- 
land  ; and  as  it  ys  faid  before,  we  may  not 
have  fone  focors  off  any  other  realme. 
Wherfor  we  fchuld  be  a pray  to  al  other 
ennymyes,  but  if  we  be  mighty  of  our  felf, 
which  might  ftondith  mod:  upon  our  poer 
archers ; and  therfof  thay  nedyn  not  only  to 
have  fuch  abilyments  as  now  is  fpoken  of, 
but  alfo  thay  nedyn  to  be  mich  exercyfyd  in 
fchotyng,  which  may  not  be  done  without 

right  grete  expenfys,  as  every  man  experte 

theryn 
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theryn  knovvyth  right  well.  Wherfor  the 
makyng  poer  of  the  comons,  which  is  the 
makyng  poer  of  our  archers,  fchuld  be  the 
diftru&ion  of  the  gretteft  might  of  our 
realme.  Item,  if  poer  men,  may  not  lightly 
ryfe,  as  is  the  opynyoun  of  thoes  men, 
which  for  that  caufe  would  have  the  com- 
ons poer ; hou  than  if  a mighty  man  made  a 
ryfyng,  fchuld  he  be  repreffyd  ; whan  all  the 
comons  be  fo  poer,  that  after  fuch  opynvoun 
thay  may  not  fyght,  and  by  that  reafon  not 
help  the  kyng  with  fyghtyng  ? And  why 
makyth  the  kyng,  the  comons  to  be  every 
yere  muftaryd  ; iythen  it  was  good  thay  had 
no  harnefs,  nor  wer  able  to  fyght  ? O hou 
unwife  is  the  opynyoun  of  thees  men ; for  it 
may  not  be  mantenyd  by  any  reafon  ! Item, 
whan  any  ryfyng  hath  byn  made  in  this 
land,  before  thees  dayys  by  comons,  the 
pored:  men  thereof,  hath  byn  the  gretteft 
caufars  and  doars  theryn.  And  thryfty  men 
have  ben  loth  therto,  for  drede  of  lofyng  of 
their  goods,  but  yet  often  tymes  thay  have 
gone  with  them  thorough  manafys,  or  els 
the  fame  poet  men  would  have  takyii 
their  goods ; wherin  it  femyth  that  povertye, 

hath 
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hath  byn  the  hole  and  cheffecaufe  of  alfuch 
ryfyng.  The  poer  man  hath  ben  flyryd 
therto,  by  occafyon  of  his  povertye,  for  to 
get  good ; and  the  riche  men  have  gone 
with  them,  becaufe  thay  wold  not  be  poer, 
bylefyngof  their  goods-.  What  than  would 
fal,  if  al  the  comons  were  poer  ? Truly  it  is 
like,  that  this  land  than,  lchuld  be  like  un- 
to the  land  of  Beame,  wher  the  comons  for 
•oovertye  rofe  upon  the  nobles,  and  made  al 
their  goods  to  be  comon.  Item,  it  is  the 
kyngs  honor,  and  alfo  his  office,  to  make 
his  realme  riche ; and  yt  ys  difhonor  whan 
he  hath  a poer  realme,  of  which  men  woll 
fay,  that  he  reygnyth  upon  beggars  ; yet  it 
war  mych  gretter  dyfhonor,  if  he  fownd 
his  realme  riche,  and  than  made  it  poet . 
And  alfo  it  were  gretely  ayenfte  his  confy- 
ence,  that  awght  to  defend  them,  and  their 
goods,  if  he  toke  from  them  their  goods, 
without  lawfull  caufe;  from  the  infamy  e 
whereof  God  defend  our  kyng,  and  gyve  him 
grace  to  augment  his  realme  in  ryceiie, 
welth,  and  profperyte,  to  his  perpetual 
lawde  and  honour.  Item,  the  realme  ot 
Fraunce  gcvyth  never  frely  ol  their  own 
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good  will,  any  fubfydye  totheir  prynce,  be- 
caufe  the  comons  thereof  be  fo  poer,  as  thay 
may  not  gyve  any  thing  of  their  own  goods. 
And  the  kyng  ther,  alkyth  never  fubfydye 
of  his  nobles,  for  drede  that  if  he  chargyd 
them  fo,  thay  would  confedre  with  the 
comons,  and  peraventure  putt  hym  downe ; 
but  our  comons  be  riche,  and  therfor  thay 
gave  to  their  kyng,  at  fum  tymys  quinfimes 
and  difmes*  and  often  tymys  other  grete 
fubfydyes,  as  he  hath  nede  of  their  goods  for 
the  defence  of  his  realme,  How  grete  a fub- 
fydye was  it,  whan  this  realme  gave  to  their 
kyng,  a quin  lime  and  difme  quinquinall, 
and  the  nynth  flees  of  their  wolls,  and  the 
nynth  fcheff  of  their  graynys,  for  the  terms 
of  five  yers.  This  might  thay  not  have 
done,  if  they  had  ben  empoveryfhyd  by  their 
kyng,  as  the  comons  of  Fraunce ; nor  fuch  a 
graunte  hath  byn  made  by  any  realme  of 
chriflyndome,  of  which  any  cronycle  makyth 
mention.  Nor  non  other  realme  may,  or 
hath  caufe  to  do  fo.  For  thay  have  not  fo 
mich  fredom  in  their  own  goods,  nor  be  en- 
treatyd  by  fo  favourable  lawys  as  we  be,  ex- 
cept a fewe  regyons  before  fpecyfyed.  Item* 
III*  D d 
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we  fee  dayly,  hou  men  that  have  loft  their 
goods,  and  be  fallyn  into  povertie,  becomyn 
anon  robbers  and  thefes,  which  would  not 
have  be  fuch,  yf  povertie  had  not  brought 
them  thereto.  How  many  a thefe  than  wer 
like  to  be  in  this  land,  if  al  the  comons  were 
poer.  The  gretteft  fewertie  truly,  and  alfo 
the  moft  honour  that  may  come  to  the  kyng 
is,  that  his  realme  be  riche  in  every  aftate  ; 
for  nothyng  may  make  his  people  to  arife, 
but  lacke  of  goods,  orlacke  of  juftyce.  Eut 
yet  certeynly,  whan  thay  lack  goods  thay 
will  arife,  fayyng  thay  lack  juftyce.  Never- 
thelefs  if  thay  be  not  poer,  thay  will  never 
aryfe,  but  if  their  prince  fo  leve  juftice,  that 
he  gyve  hymfelf  al  to  tyrannye.” 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Sub-Committee  of  Westminster;, 

Appointed  April  12,  1780,  to  take  into 
confideration  all  fuch  matters,  relative  to 
the  ele&ion  of  members  of  parliament,  as 
may  promote  the  purpofes  of  the  prefent 
affociation. 

FREE-MASONS  TAVERN,  MAY  2J, 

ThE  fub-committee  having  duly  exa- 
mined the  various  ftatutes  of  this  realm  re- 
fpe&ing  the  eledlion  of  members  to  ferve  in 
the  commons’  houfe  of  parliament,  more 
particularly  fuch  as  were  enadted  for  the 
purpofe  of  guarding  againfl  the  prevalence 
of  bribery  and  corruption  at  elections,  and 
the  operation  of  every  other  fpecies  of  un- 
due influence  upon  the  electors  and  elected  ; 
and  reflecting  upon  the  inefficacy  of  thefe 
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provifions  with  refpeft  to  the  prevention  of 
evils,  which  threaten  the  final  extinction  of 
our  liberties,  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
no  effectual  reformation  of  the  abufes  in 
queflion  can  take  place,  unlefs  the  people 
exercife  their  inherent  and  undoubted  right 


of  reviewing  the  whole  plan  of  delegation, 
and  by  recurring  to  the  firft  principles  of 
our  conftitution,  again  eftablifh  it  upon  its 
ancient  foundations  of  equity  and  right 

reafon. 

When  error  has  obtained  the  fanction  o_ 
time,  it  appears  to  the  unthinking  mind 
under  the  femblance  of  truth:  and  even 
men  of  reflexion,  who  have  formed  a juft 
conception  of  its  nature  and  its  tendency, 
are  in  fuch  circumftances  alarmed  wiih 
apprehenfions  at  the  firft  attempts  for  its 
correction.  However,  as  the  confidences 
of  error,  in  proportion  to  its  magnitude  and 
extent  of  operation,  are  manifeftly  evil,  and 
as  conftitutional  errors  may  therefore  be 
fUppofed  to  be  unavoidably  product*  of 
national  calamity,  it  is  furely  more  prudent 
in  the  proper  feafon,  to  fubmit  to  ‘ « P 

baps  imaginary  inconvemences  ^ 
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mation,  than  to  fufpend  our  exertions,  until 
we  are  obliged  to  encounter  thofe  accumu- 
lated mifenes,  which  an  obdinate  perfeve- 
rance,  in  an  acknowledged  courfe  of  error, 
mud  derive  upon  both  prince  and  people. 

The  prevalence  of  evil  in  the  prefen t 
hour  proves  the  prevalence  of  error ; and  it 
does  not  require  any  extraordinary  degree  of 
fagacity  in  the  politician  and  philofopher  to 
diicover,  that  the  primary  error,  and  the 
•fruitful  fource  of  the  many  evils  which  we 
feel,  confids  in  a departure  from  funda- 
mental principles,  in  the  prefent  conditution 
of  the  commons’  houfe  of  parliament : in 
confequence  of  which,  it  is  no  longer  obe- 
dient to  the  will,  or  fpeaks  the  language  of 
the  great  conffituent  body  of  the  people. 

Every  application,  therefore,  for  the  re- 
drefs  of  the  prefent  grievances  of  the  nation, 
that  (hall  be  made  to  a body  of  men,  no 
longer  under  the  influence  of  their  condi- 
ments, but,  on  the  contrary,  uniformly  act- 
ing in  fubferviency  to  the  views  and  in- 
tereds  of  the  crown,  mud  of  necedity  be 
unfuccefsful ; and,  from  the  natural  effect  of 
difappointment  upon  the  human  mind,  will 
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probably  impair  the  vigour  of  every  future 
exertion. 

Application  to  the  crown  to  fufpend  the 
exertion  of  its  influence,  or  to  repair  the 
breaches  made  in  that  part  of  the  confti- 
tution,  which  was  intended  to  be  the  bul- 
wark of  the  people  againfl  its  encroach- 
ments, prefuppofes  fuch  an  ignorance  of  the 
principles,  which,  in  certain  circumftances, 
are  found  invariably  to  aduate  the  human 
heart,  that  one  would  be  led  to  imagine  the 
ufe  of  argument  would  be  fuperfeded  by  the 
obvious  abfurdity  of  the  expedient. 

The  event  of  the  experiment,  frequently 
repeated,  has  confirmed  the  conclufion  which 
right  reafon  would  have  fuggefted  ; and  it 
now  Hands  a truth,  recorded  for  the  benefit 
of  every  future  generation,  that  when  the 
point  in  queftion  is  a redrefs  of  grievances, 
originating  in  oppreffion,  or  a reflitution  of 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  mil- 
lions fue  in  vain. 

To  what  earthly  tribunal,  therefore,  (hall 
an  injured  people  have  refort  in  this  alarm- 
ing moment,  when  a defperate  fadion,  in 
the  mid  ft  of  public  calamity  and  diftrefs, 

has 
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has  manifefted  a determined  purpofe  cf  per- 
fevering  in  a line  of  conduct,  which,  if  per- 
fided  in,  muft  inevitably  end  in  the  fubver- 
fion  of  our  liberties,  and  the  defolation  of 
our  date  ? The  fun  of  England’s  glory  per- 
haps foon  may  fet  to  rife  no  more  ! 

One  hope  dill  remains  in  the  native 
energy  of  the  great  collective  body  of  the 
people,  the  native  energy  of  a race  of  men, 
who  have  always  dood  didingu idled  in  the 
annals  of  nations  for  every  liberal  fentjment, 
and  every  generous  principle  that  can  dig- 
nify our  kind. 

The  peaceful  efforts  of  this  mighty  power, 
ading  by  committees  freely  chofen,  are  dif- 
fident, under  the  providence  of  heaven,  to 
re-eftablidi  the  conditution  in  its  ancient 
vigour.  The  public  date  of  affairs  requires 
this  exertion ; the  public  voice  at  length 
appears  difpofed  to  bear  its  tedimony  to  this 
important  truth ; viz.  “ That  the  redora- 
tion  of  the  commons’  houfe  of  parliament 
to  freedom  and  independency,  by  inte'rpo- 
dtion  of  the  great  collective  body  of  the 
nation,  is- elfentially  neceffary  to  our  qjfifU 
ence  as  a free  people.” 
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The  circumftances  of  the  times,  and  the 
peculiar  nature  of  the  means,  which  mud 
be  employed  for  effeding  our  deliverance, 
require,  that  the  propofed  plan  be  exhi- 
bited complete  in  all  its  efifential  forms; 
and  that  its  various  parts,  being  combined 
in  drid  and  necefiary  union  with  each  other, 
be  edablidied  at  one  and  the  fame  moment 
of  time. 

When  we  cad  our  eyes  upon  the  conduit 
of  the  prefent  commons’  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment ; when  we  behold  a majority  of  its 
members,  in  defiance  of  our  petitions;  and 
their  own  folemn  declaration,  perfift  in  in- 
creafing  the  burdens  of  the  people,  and  in  a 
dedfad  purpofe  of  oppofing  every  meafure 
of  redrefs,  defponding  apprehenfions  may, 
for  a time,  take  place  in  the  minds  of  the 
bed  and  braved  of  our  countrymen.  Re- 
dedion,  however,  will  difclofe  a more  plea- 
ting profped  arifing  from  the  very  extre- 
mity of  our  diftrefs : more  vigorous  coun- 
fels,  and  an  happy  unanimity  will  be  the 
unavoidable  refult ; the  alarm  of  the  nobi- 
lity for  the  very  exidence  of  their  prefent 
fplendid  didindions  will  co-operate  with 

the 
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the  poignant  feelings  of  the  people ; and 
every  rank  and  defcription  of  men  will  feel 
the  propriety,  the  necedity  of  edablilhing 
that  plan  of  parliamentary  reformation, 
which  holds  forth  our  bed,  and  indeed  our 
.only  Security,  againd  the  all-devouring  in- 
fluence of  the  crown. 

Political  truth,  like  the  moral  feelings 
of  the  foul,  is  plain  and  Simple ; it  recom- 
mends itfelf  powerfully  to  the  general  Sen- 
timent : and,  when  unveiled  in  its  intrin- 
sic purity,  will  afliiredly  call  forth  the  ani- 
mated exertions  of  millions  in  its  Support. 

An  equal  representation  of  the  people  in 
the  great  council  of  the  nation,  annual 
elections,  and  the  univerfal  right  of  Suffrage, 
appear  So  reafonable  to  the  natural  feelings 
of  mankind,  that  no  fophidry  can  elude 
the  force  of  the  arguments  which  are  urged 
in  their  favour;  and  they  are  rights  of  fo 
tranfcendent  a nature,  that,  in  oppohtion 
to  the  claim  of  the  people  to  their  enjoy- 
ment, the  longed  period  of  prescription  is 
pleaded  in  vain.  They  were  fubdantially 
enjoyed  in  the  times  of  the  immortal  Alfred; 
*hey  were  cherifhed  by  the  wiled  princes  of 
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the  norman  line ; they  form  the  grand  pal- 
ladium of  our  nation ; they  ought  not  to 
be  efteemed  the  grant  of  royal  favour,  nor 
were  they  at  firll  extorted  by  violence  from 
the  hand  of  power  : they  are  the  birthright 
of  englifhmen,  their  bed  inheritance,  which, 
without  the  complicated  crimes  of  treafon 
to  their  country,  and  injudice  to  their  pof- 
terity,  they  cannot  alienate  or  relign  : they 
form  that  triple  cord  of  drength,  which 
alone  can  be  relied  on  to  hold,  in  times  of 
temped,  the  veffel  of  the  date. 

With  refpedt  to  the  expediency  of  re- 
forming the  reprefen tation  of  that  country, 
and  of  recurring  to  the  conditutional  prac- 
tice of  annually  electing  the  perfons  fent 
to  parliament,  the  fub-committee  obferve, 
that  the  general  meeting  of  the  deputies, 
on  the  17th  of  March,  decided,  in  the  af- 
firmative, upon  the  propriety  of  thefe  mea- 
fures,  with  unanimous  voice  ; that  the  com- 
mittee, from  which  this  body  received  its 
inftrudtions,  have,  with  fimilar  unanimity, 
given  their  fuffrages  to  the  fame  fentiment; 
and  that  the  general  meeting  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Wedtninfter  upon  the  6th  of 
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April  declared,  “ that  the  people  of  Eng-* 
land  have,  and  always  had,  a clear,  unalie- 
nable, indefeaiible  right  to  an  annual  elec- 
tion of  their  reprefen tatives,  as  well  as  to 
an  adequate  and  equal  reprefen tation,  founded 
upon  dronger  grounds  than  that  of  any  adt 
- pr  acts  of  parliament ; and  that  the  attain- 
ment of  thefe  important  confKtutional  ob- 
jects is  the  moil;  effe&ual  expedient  for  re- 
doring  and  fecuring  the  independency  of 
parliament.” 

With  regard  to  the  reditu tion  of  the  uni- 
verfal  right  of  fuffrage  the  fub-committee 
conceive,  that  the  reafonablenefs  and  expe- 
diency of  the  meafure  will  probably  be 
more  apparent,  if  the  full  extent  and  mag- 
nitude of  thofe  powers  be  confidered,  which 
are  entruded  to  the  reprefentative  by  the 
condituent  body. 

The  doctrine  that  reprefentation  and  taxa- 
tion are  infeparable,  is  founded  in  truth* 
but  the  undue  preference  that  has  been  af- 
foided  to  the  rights  of  property,  in  various 
difcudions  of  this  fubjedt,  has  tended  to 
keep  out  of  dght  other  principles,  equally 
eflential  to  a juft  conception  of  this  quedion.. 

A por- 
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A portion  of  the  foil,  a portion  of  its 
produce,  may  be  wanting  to  many ; but 
every  man  has  an  intereft  in  his  life,  his  li- 
berty, his  kindred,  and  his  country;  and 
when  laws  affeCting  thefe  are  made  by  per- 
fons,  to  whom  he  hath  not  delegated  the 
power,  each  of  theie  polfefiions,  which  are 
as  fubftantial,  as  if,  like  land  or  money,  they 
were  objects  of  the  fenfes,  may  be  invaded, 
and  probably  would  be  invaded  by  thofe, 
who,  being  pofiefied  of  property,  the  grand 
enchantrefs  of  the  world,  would  thereby  be 
enabled  more  fuccefsfully  to  gratify  that  lull 
of  defpotic  power,  which  fo  ftrongly  charac- 
terizes the  human  heart. 

The  exercife  of  the  poor  man’s  ele&ive 
right  is,  therefore,  effential  to  his  freedom  ; 
and  although  in  ordinary  cafes,  he  may 
fometimes  dilpofe  of  his  fuffrage  without  a 
proper  regard  to  its  importance,  yet,  when 
public  calamity  demonftrates,  that  public 
confidence  has  been  abufed,  the  opportunity 
of  rectifying  the  evil  by  a moie  judicious  de- 
legation will  probably  not  be  negleCted. 
Common  fenfe  will  inftrudt  him  that  Ins 
own  free  and  unbiased  voice,  united  with 
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the  voices  of  that  numerous  clafs  of  fellow 
citizens,  who  are  his  fellow  fufferers  at  fuch 
a period,  will  prevail  over  the  interefted  op- 
pofition  of  the  tyrants  of  their  fpecies,  and 
finally  eftablilh  the  real  friends  of  humanity 
and  of  their  country  in  the  feat  of  power. 

It  may  alfo  be  obferved,  that  no  confidera- 
tion  would  have  a ftronger  tendency  to  generate 
proper  fentiments  of  affediion  to  the  com- 
munity, and  more  effectually  recall  the  minds 
of  the  riling  generation  from  a courfe  of  dif- 
fipation  and  attachment  to  unworthy  gratifi- 
cations, than  the  perception  of  that  lhare  of 
political  confequence,  which  the  reftitution 
of  the  univerfal  right  of  fuffrage  would  afford. 

At  a certain  age  all  the  male  inhabitants 
of  this  kingdom,  with  a few  exceptions,  are 
fubjedt  to  the  obligation  of  ferving  in  the 
militia.  Shall  a man,  therefore,  be  thought 
unworthy  of  a fuffrage  in  the  eledtion  of  his 
reprefen tative,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  lhall  his 
fellow  citizens  intruft  to  his  fidelity  and 
courage  whatever  they  hold  dear  ? Is  it 
reasonable  to  deny  to  a citizen,  when  he  has 
attained  to  maturity  in  his  mental  capacity, 
this  common  privilege  of  a freeman,  the 

right 
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right  of  being  governed  by  laws,  to  which 
the  aftent  of  himfelf  or  bis  reprefen  tativei 
lias  been  obtained,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
avail  ourfelves  of  his  bodily  ftrength  ? Is  it 
generous,  is  it  politic,  to  treat  him  as  an 
alien  in  the  community,  at  the  moment  he 
may  be  ornamenting  it  by  the  powers  of  his 
underftanding,  or  defending  it  by  his  arms  ? 

Urged  by  the  force  of  thefe  refledions, 
your  fub- committee  have  confidered  the 
points  propofed  to  their  deliberation  in  their 
full  extent.  They  have  examined  the  volumi- 
nous fyftem  of  laws  relating  to  the  fubjed: 
of  parliamentary  elections,  and  find  them- 
felves  under  a neffity  of  pronouncing  the  far 
greater  part  of  them  to  be  founded  upon 
partial  conceptions,  unjuft  reftridions,  and 
falfe  meafures  of  expediency,  which  will 
not  ftand  the  teft,  when  contrafted  by  the 
acknowledged  principles  of  the  conftitution 
of  this  country. 

More  particularly,  it  appears  to  your  fub- 
committee, 

i.  That  through  the  joint  operation  of 
the  ftatute  of  disfranchifement,  paffed  in 
the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 

and 


( 4 1 5 ) 

and  the  triennial  bill  of  the  lixth  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary,  which  attempted  to  give 
the  fir  ft  legal  fandion  to  the  continuance  of 
the  fame  parliament  beyond  the  period  of  a 
ftngle  feftion,  the  reprefentation  of  the  com- 
mons of  England  is  virtually  annihilated ; 
and  an  inftitution,  which  was  intended  to 
be  the  people’s  defence  againft  ariftocratic 
domination,  or  regal  defpotifm,  is  now  be- 
come an  engine  in  the  hands  of  the  mini- 
fter,  to  tax,  opprefs,  inful t,  and  enllave  the 
people  of  this  country. 

2.  That  the  prefent  inequality  in  the  re- 
prefentation in  a great  meafure  originates  in 
an  arbitrary  exercife  of  the  royal  prerogative, 
whereby,  in  oppofttion  to  the  cleared:  prin- 
ciples of  the  conftitution,  the  crown  pre- 
fumed to  authorife,  at  pleafure,  certain  in- 
corporated bodies  to  fend  members  to  the 
commons’  houfe  of  parliament;  the  unfuf- 
peding  people  of  this  country,  at  the  fame 
time,  not  attending  to  the  inequality,  that 
from  thence  muft  neceflarily  take  place  in 
the  reprefentation,  to  the  fubftantial  injury 
of  themfelves,  and  eveiy  fucceeding  gene- 
ration. 
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That'in  consequence  of  the  decay  of  many 
of  thefe  corporations,  and  through  the  par- 
tiality of  the  crown,  in  various  periods  of 
our  hiftory,  to  its  own  tenants  and  depen- 
dants, there  is  at  this  time  a degree  of  re- 
presentation enjoyed  by  many  boroughs  of 
this  kingdom,  far  exceeding  the  bounds  of 
due  proportion,  and  too  dangerous  to  the 
public  freedom  to  be  longer  endured. 

3.  That  more  than  Seventy  adls  of  par- 
liament have  been  paffed  Cnee  the  fil'd  rnva- 
iion  of  the  liberties  of  englilhmen,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VI.  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
gulating elections  j that  tumults  and  dtfor- 
ders,  bribery,  perjury,  and  falfe  returns, 
with  a long  train  of. other  attendant  evils, 
have  been  multiplied,  in  proportion  as  the 
afls  were  multiplied,  which,  under  pretence 
of  removing  thefe  evils,  have,  in  fad,  per- 
petuated them,  and,'  at  the  fame  time  have 
abolilhed,  and  almoft  obliterated  the  re- 
membrance of  the  univerfal  right  of  fudrage, 
which  forms  one  of  the  mod  important  fran- 
chifes  of  the  engliih  people. 

A That  every  attempt  to  bamlh  bribery 
and  corruption,  and  undue  influence,  while 
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the  prefe'nt  reftriftions  on  the  right  offuf- 
frage,  and  imperfeCt  reprefentation  in  a fep~ 
tennial  parliament  fhall  fubfift,  would  only 
be  calculated  to  deceive  and  amufe  the  na- 
tion to  its  final  deftruCtion. 

5.  That  inffead  of  adding  to  the  number 
of  our  ftatutes  by  regulations  incompetent 
to  the  purpofe  propofed,  reformation  fhould 
commence  with  the  refcinding  and  abolifh- 
ing  of  the  injurious  aCts  and  illegal  cuflioms 
above-mentioned:  thus  would  the  confii- 
tution,  as  if  delivered  from  an  oppreffive 
weight  that  impedes  its  exertions,  recover 
its  energies;  while  the  principles  on  which  it 
is  founded  would  fuggeft  a fimple,  practica- 
ble, and  effectual  plan  for  regulating  thofe 
elections*  on  which  our  freedom,  our  hap- 
pinefs,  and  our  very  national  exiftence  mu  ft 

Governed  by  thefe  confiderations,  the  fub- 
committee  have  framed  the  following  plan, 
in  which  they  have  made  it  their  chief  ef- 
fort plainly  to  exprefs  every  material  provi- 
(ion  for  fecuring  the  free  election  of  an  in- 
dependent houfe  of  parliament;  they  have 
ftudioufly  avoided  entering  into  a detail; 
III.  E e they 
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they  have  fuggeffed  to  the  beft  of  their  abi- 
lity a plan,  founded  upon  conffitutional  prin- 
ciples, and  the  common  right  of  mankind  ; 
a plan,  expedient  in  our  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  and  which  may  with  facility  be 
carried  into  execution  by  the  fpirited,  yet 

pacific  efforts  of  the  people ; provided  their 

# 

breafts  are  informed  with  the  fame  fentiments 
of  public  virtue,  and  ardent  love  of  liberty, 
which  have  hitherto  animated  the  exertions 
of  the  englilh  nation. 

Plan  for  taking  the  fufffages  of  the  people 
at  the  eledion  of  representatives;  to  ferve 
in  parliament. 

I.  That  each  county  be  divided  into  as- 
rnany  diftrids  as  it  is  entitled  to  eled  repre- 
fentatives,  each  diffrid  chufing  one  repre- 
fentative. 

II.  That  the  divifion  of  the  county  into 
diftrids  be  conffituted  in  luch  a manner, 
that  each  diffrid  contain  nearly  an  equal 
number  of  m^les  competent  to  vote  in  elec- 
tions ; regard  being  had,  as  much  as  may  be, 

to  the  parochial  diviiions  ol  the  kingdom,  fo 

that 
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that  each  divifion  comprehend  a certain  nuiil-* 
ber  of  parishes  : and,  moreover,  that  each 
diftrid  receive  its  denomination  from  the 
pari,(h  containing  the  greateft  number  of 
eledors. 

III.  That  the  eledion  of  reprefentatives 
to  ferve  in  parliament  be  held  annually 
through  England  and  Wales*  upon  the  nrft 
tuefday  in  July : that  the  eledion  commence 
between  the  hours  of  eight  and  eleven,  and 
be  finally  clofed  before  fun-fet  of  the  fame 
day. 

IV . That  all  the  male  inhabitants  of  this 
country  (aliens,  minors*  criminals,  and  in- 
fane perfons  excepted)  be  admitted  to  vote 
at  the  eledion  of  reprefentatives,  fubjed  only 
to  the  forms,  provifions*  and  regulations 
fpecifiedin  this  report. 

V.  That  the  number  of  reprefentatives* 
returned  by  the  inhabitants  of  each  county 
of  England  and  Wales,  be  fettled  for  the 
term  of  Even  years  next  enfuing,  according 
to  the  following  fchedule,  viz. 
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That  the  county  of  Rutland,  and 
the  two  univerfities,  return  each 
two  reprefen tatives, 

The  counties  of  Huntingdon  and 
Weftmoreland,  each  three. 

The  county  of  Bedford,  five, 
Berkfhire,  Cumberland,  Here- 
fordshire, each  fix, 

Bucks,  Cambridgefhire  with  Ely, 
Hertfordfhire,  Dorfet,  Notting- 
hamfhire,  Oxfordshire,  each 
feven,  - 
Leicefterfhire,  - 
Suffex,  Warwickshire,  Worcester- 
shire, each  nine, 

Che  (hire,  Cornwall,  Derbyfhire, 
Northamptonshire,  Salop,  Staf- 
fordshire, each  ten, 

Hampfhire,  Wilts,  each  eleven,  - 
Gloucestershire,  thirteen, 

Effex,  Surry  with  Southwark,  each 
fixteen, 

Lincolnfhire,  feven  teen, 

Kent,  Lancashire,  Somerfet,  Suf- 
folk, each  eighteen, 

Durham  bifhoprick  with  Nor- 
thumberland, Devon,  each 
twenty*  one,  - 
Norfolk,  twenty-two, 

Wales  with  Monmouth,  thirty, 
Middlefex  with  London  and  Weft- 
minder,  forty-five, 

Yorkfhire,  forty- fix. 


2 — 6 

3—  6 

5—  5 

6 —  18 

7— 42 

8—  8 

9—27 


10 —  60 

1 1 —  22 

*3  *3 

16— 32 

17—  17 

18 —  72 


21 —  42 

22 —  22 

3°  3° 

45—  45 

46 —  46 


Total  513 
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VI.  That  an  exad  roll  be  kept  of  the 
male  inhabitants  competent  to  vote  in  each 
parifh,  continued  down  to  the  fil'd:  tueiday 
in  June  ; and  that  no  per  foil  be  permitted 
to  give  his  fuffrage,  whofe  name  is  not  tound 
in  that  roll.  That  this  roll  be  delivered  in 
upon  oath  of  the  clergyman,  churchwardens, 
■or  other  officers  of  the  parifh,  to  the  church- 
wardens of  that  parifh  of  the  diftrid  where 
the  poll  is  taken. 

VII.  That  the  fheriff,  together  with  all 
the  juftices  of  the  peace,  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  magiftrates,  form  in  each  county  a grand 
inqueft,  for  allotting  the  diftrids  in  due  pro- 
portion to  the  male  inhabitants  competent 
to  vote,  and  for  denominating  the  fame  : 
and  that  fiich  inqueft  be  finally  fettled,  and 
notice  of  the  allotment  given  to  each  parifh 
comprehended  in  the  diftrid,  within  the 
term  of  ten  days  after  the  firft  tuefday  in 
June. 

VIII.  That  the  election  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people  be  made  at  the  principal 
town  or  village  of  the  diftrid. 

IX.  That  the  poll  of  each  diftrid  be  taken 
by  ballot,  under  the  condud  of  the  church- 

E e 3 wardens 
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wardens  of  the  parifh  in  the  diHridt  'where 
the  ele&ion  is  made. 

X.  The  churchwardens  of  the  diHtiH,  at 
the  clofe  of  the  poll,  fhall  declare  the  name 
of  the  perfon  elected,  and  certify  the  fame 
to  the  flieriff,  in  order  to  its  being  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in  chan- 
cery. 

XI.  That  the  annual  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment fhall  commence  upon  the  firft  thurfday 
in  November,  unlefs  fome  extraordinary 
event,  or  urgent  national  bufinefs,  fhould 
make  it  indifputably  requifite  for  the  crown 
to  affemble  it  before  the  Hated  period. 

XII.  That  the  feffion  terminate  upon  the 
laH  day  of  April,  unlefs  the  national  bufi- 
nefs fhould  be  fooner  difpatched  ; the  crown, 
neverthelefs,  having  power  to  prolong  the 
feffion  beyond  the  Hated  period,  if  any  urg- 
ent bufinefs  remain  unfinifhed ; in  which 
cafe,  the  parliament  may  continue  its  fitting 
to  the  HrH  tuefday  in  July. 

XIII.  That  all  members  of  the  commons’ 
houfe  of  parliament,  before  taking  their  feats, 
declare  upon  oath,  that  they  do  not  hold 
$ny  office  or  emolument  at  the  will  of  the 

crown. 
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crown,  or  its  fervants,  or  any  lord  of  parlia- 
ment 5 that  they  will  give  due  attendance  to 
buhnefs,  and  ad  with  all  fidelity  to  the 
people  in  the  difcharge  of  their  important 

truft. 

XIV.  That  all  members  ferving  in  parlia- 
ment be  entitled  to  reafonable  wages,  ac- 
cording to  the  wholefome  pradice  of  ancient 

times. 

XV.  That  all  eledion  caufes  be  finally 
decided  by  jury  before  the  judges  of  affize. 

XVI.  That  every  perfon  competent  to 
give  his  fuffrage  as  an  eledor,  be  alfo 
efteemed  qualified  to  be  eleded  to  ferve  his 
country  in  parliament. 

fiigned,  by  order  of  the  fab-committee, 

T-  brand  hollis.  Chairman,, 
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The  references  to  the  Memoirs  are  diftinguifhed  by 
prefixing  the  letter  M. 

Abingdon,  earl  of,  his  motion  againfi:  fubfcription  for 
building  fliips,  iii.  348. 

Academical  papers,  under  the  fignature  of  “ Chiron,” 
iii.  259—282. 

Adair,  William,  efq.  prefents  Mr.  J.  to  the  vicarage 
ofFlixton,  and  to  the  united  rectories  of  Ho- 
mersfield  and  St.  Crofs  in  Suffolk.  M.  i.  25 
and  26. 

Addrefs  to  the  king  from  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
M.  i.  23  and  24.  and  note,  to  the  members 
of  the  fenate  of  Cambridge,  publifhed,  with  the 
previous  propofal,  M.  i.  - 89 — 91.  (fee  the  Ad- 
drefs, ii.  371 — 390.)  of  Mr.  Barnard,  of  Sa- 
lem, at  an  ordination,  M.  i,  96 — 100 ; that  to 
the  fenate  of  Cambridge  re-printed,  and  the  cir- 
cumftances  attending  it,  Ad.  i.  no — 112;  to 
the  freeholders  of  Middlefex,  'publifhed,  M.  i. 
144 — 146.  (See  the  Addrefs,  ii.  453 — 490;)  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
who  intended  proposing  themfelves  as  candidates 
for  the  degree  of  bachelor  in  arts,  i.  182 — 216. 

Advowfon,  the  right  of,  oppofed  to  the  requiring  fub- 
fcription from  the  clerk,  iii.  143 — 148. 

Agriculture 
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Agriculture  promotive  of  the  happinefs  of  others,  ii. 
139  and  156  ; on  the  cultivation  of  the  earth 
every  thing  depends,  ib.  158. 

Alderman,  the  office  of,  for  the  city  of  London,  offered 
Dr.  J.  M.  i.  173  and  174. 

American  conteft,  Mr.  Jebb’s  anxiety  concerning  it, 
M.  i.  85 — 87,  and  91 — 96;  again,  in  a letter 
to  a friend  at  Paris,  ib.  188  and  189. 

Anecdote  of  a clergyman  at  the  feffions  at  Derby,  iii. 
68,  note. 

Anfwer  to  the  author  of  a letter  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Jebb, 
with  relation  to  his  declared  fentiments  about 
the  unlawfulnefs  of  all  religious  addreffes  to 
Chrift  Jefus,  M.  i.  140— -142.  (See  the  Anfwer, 
ii.  225 — 235  ;)  to  certain  reafons  for  not  fign- 
ing  the  clerical  petition,  iii.  26 — 29. 

Arabic  profefforfhip  being  vacated  by  Mr.  Chappelow’s 
death,  Mr.  J.  offers  himfelf  a candidate,  in  com- 
petition with  Dr.  Hallifax,  M.  i.  20 — 22;  offers 
a fecond  time,  ib.  27  and  28. 

Articles,  thirty-nine,  remarks  upon  feveral  of  them, 
i.  169—181;  further  remarks  upon  them,  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  young  gentlemen  of  Cambridge, 
ib.  182—216  ; not  the  bond  or  center  of  union 
of  the  church  of  England,  ib.  229  262  ; de- 

signed to  avoid  diverfity  of  opinion,  ii.  125  • 
127,  note;  their  confequences,  and  not  the 
center  of  union,  iii.  202 — 21  r. 

Athanafian  creed,  the  abfurdity  of,  iii.  173  and  I74s 
177  and  178,  alfo  21 1 — 215. 

Atheift,  definition  of,  iii.  253. 

Atonement,  the  doclrine  of,  in  fcripturc,  and  in  the 

•articles. 
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articles,  not  in  agreement  with  each  other,  iii, 
j52  and  153. 

Authority  in  controverfies  of  faith,  confident  with  papa! 
Rome,  iii.  184. 

Barnabas,  &c.  the  apocryphal  writings  of,  ufeful,  ii.  154. 

Barnard,  Mr.  addrefs  delivered  by  him,  at  an  ordination 
in  New  England,  M.  i.  96 — 100,  note. 

Bartholomew  hofpital.  Dr.  J.  unfuccefsful  in  his  ap- 
plication for  the  place  of  one  of  the  phyficians, 
M.  i.  157  and  158  ; his  fcheme  of  Rating  medi- 
cal cafes  and  giving  le&ures  there  confequently 
defeated,  ib.  158  and  159. 

Baynes,  Mr.  his  account  of  Mr.  J.’s  Iedlures,  M.  i. 
13—16. 

Beadon,  Mr.  one  of  the  fyndics,  M.  i.  60 ; fupports 
the  reform,  ib.  64. 

Beccaria  Marq.  his  divifion  of  crimes  illuftrated,  ii. 
1 60  j what  he  fays  of  an  enflaved  people*  applied 
to  thofe  who  are  excluded  from  bearing  a part  in 
framing  the  laws,  ib.  482  and  483,  note. 

Benevolence,  the  excellency  of  the  fpirit  of,  conhdered 
in  a fermon  preached  before  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  ii.  1 — 26  ; the  firft  glory  of  our  na- 
ture, ib.  145. 

Bernard,  Sir  Robert,  chairman  of  the  Huntingdonfhire 
committee ; letter  to  him  publifhed,  M.  i.  160 
and  161.  (See  the  letter,  ii.  491— 561.) 

Bible,  the  teft  of  orthodoxy,  ii  213.  See  Chillingworth. 

Bilhops  called  upon  to  defend  the  eftablilhment,  or  to 
reform  it,  iii.  8— 12  5 queries  addrefled  to  them, 
ib,  154—156. 

Slackall,  Mr.  his  letter  to  Dr.  Samuel  Hallifax  on  the 
fubjedt  of  his  three  fermons,  M.  i.  34  and  35, 
and  note , cited  i.  75, 
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Blackburne,  archdeacon,  vifited  by  Mr.  J.  M.  i.  97  — 
103. 

Blackburne,  Dr.  Thomas,  refufes  to  fubfcribe  at  Cam- 
bridge, iii.  21 1 ; his  cafe  fully  dated,  and  fome 
account  of  him,  ib.  228 — 232. 

Brand  Hollis,  Mr.  extradl  of  a letter  from  Dr.  J.  to  him, 
M.  i.  225  ; letter  addrefted  to  him  on  the  death 
of  Dr.  J.  ib.  234. — 238. 

Brown,  Dr.  John,  obfervations  on  the  prefent  educa- 
tion of  youth  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  ii.  372. 

Brown,  Dr.  James,  vice-chancellor  of  Cambridge,  his 
anfwer  to  the  petition  and  application  of  the 
under-graduates,  i.  2* I ; letter  addreffed  to  him 
on  the  fubjedf  of  Mr.  Tyrwhitt’s  graces,  iii. 
23—25. 

Buller,  Mr.  Juftice,  letter  to  him  on  libels,  iii.  368  — - 
3 76’ 

Caernarvon,  Dr.  J.  elected  a member  of  a committee 
of  that  county,  M.  i.  204 ; his  letter  to  Mr. 
Griffith  thereon,  ib.  204 — 207. 

Cambridge  univerfity  eledt  Mr.  J.  to  the  redfory  of 
Ovington,  M.  i.  10 ; which  he  foon  after  re- 
figned,  ib.  26  ; he  preaches  twice  before  the 
univerfity,  and  both  fermons  now  publifhed,  ib. 
42—44  ; his  anxious  attention  to  a reform  in 
the  education  there,  ib.  44 — 47  ; remarks  upon 
the  prefent  mode  of  education  there  publifhed, 
M.  i.  47—50.  (See  Remarks,  ii.  253— 308.)  ; 
a narrative  of  academical  proceedings  relative 
to  annual  examinations,  ii.  309 — 335  3 a conti- 
nuation of  that  narrative,  ib.  327 — 332>  note  > 
eftimate  of  expenfe  of  education  there,  iii.  264 — • 
269  ■,  the  mode  of  education  not  injured  by  the 

propoled 
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propofed  public  annual  examinations,  ib.  269 — 

277* 

Camden,  lord,  declared  the  raifing  money  by  fubfcrip- 
tion,  for  building  fhips,  illegal,  iii.  349. 

Caput  of  Cambridge,  how  conftituted,  and  its  powers, 
ii.  311— 313. 

Cartwright,  major,  dedicates  one  of  his  tradls  to  Dr.  J. 
Mr.  LofFt,  and  Mr.  G.  Sharp,  M.  i.  172  ; letter 
to  him  from  Dr.  J.  ib.  180  and  181  ; another, 
ib.  185  ; of  his  letters  to  the  volunteers  of  Ire- 
land, ib.  186  and  187;  his  writings  on  parlia- 
mentary reform  commended,  ii.  509.  iii.  297. 

Caryl,  Dr.  elected  vice-chancellor  of  Cambridge,  M.  i. 
58 ; acquits  himfelf  with  general  fatisfadtion, 
ib.  61  ; his  notice  refpedting  the  too  great  at- 
tention to  the  abftrufer  parts  of  mathematics,  ii. 
350,  note. 

Cafes  medical,  account  of  Dr.  TVs  fcheme  of  taking 
them,  M.  i.  177  and  178,  note. 

Catalepfy,  a cafe  of,  ii.  444 — 452. 

Center  of  union  not  to  be  found  in  the  thirty-nine  ar- 
ticles, i.  229—262  ; iii.  202— 204  ; Dr.  Tucker’s 
notion  thereon  examined,  iii.  104—108. 

Chambers,  Dr.  letter  to  him  from  Mr.  J.  on  american 
affairs,  M.  i.  92  ; another  on  his  refignation,  ib. 
105—108. 

Chillingworth’s  affertion  that  “ the  bible  was  the  re- 
ligion of  proteftants,”  further  explained,  i.  72 — 
75,  note. 

Chrift  fits  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  the  meaning  of 
that  expreffion,  ii.  138  ; king  of  the  jews,  ib. 
141  and  142  ; his  flation,  and  the  reafons  of  it, 
not  myfterious,  ib.  148  and  149  j never  feen 
perfonally  alter  his  afcenfion,  ib.  1503  how  a 

mediator 
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mediator  and  facrifice,  ib.  151  ; believed  by  tft£ 
oriental  chriftians  to  become  the  fon  of  God  by 
baptifm,  ib.  153;  how  confidcred  as  an  inter- 
ceft'or,  ib.  153  ; prayer  addrefted  to  him  not  jufti- 
fiable,  ib.  207  and  208  ; claimed  the  attention 
of  mankind,  not  from  the  inherent  dignity  of 
his  nature,  but  from  the  attefted  excellence  of 
his  delegated  office,  ib.  214.  note;  anfwer  to  a 
letter  on  the  unlawfulnefs  of  all  religious  addrefles 
to  him,  ib.  225 — 235. 

Chriftian,  a definition  of,  ii.  210  and  iii.  255  ; who  pro- 
perly fo  called,  iii.  149 — 152. 

Chriftians,  their  rights  and  privileges  in  churches  efta- 
blifhed  by  law,  ii.  118  — 120. 

Chriftian  religion,  has  derived  advantages  from  the 
writings  of  its  opponents,  i.  10  ; ftiort  argument 
for  its  being  divine,  ii.  137  ; an  attempt  at  re- 
formation, ib.  142  ; its  two  firft  principles,  ib. 
who  moft  likely  to  embrace  it,  ib.  147  ; the  facts 
relating  toitftiould  influence  moral  conduct,  ib. 
155;  its  corruptions  under  popery  prove  its 
primaeval  excellence,  ib.  176  ; its  four  principal 
doCtrines  and  duties,  ib.  180;  Dr.  J.’s  clear  con- 
viction of  its  high  importance  and  divine  au- 
thority, ib.  224. 

Chriftian  church,  its  nature  and  unalienable  privileges, 
ii-  1-13 — u6.  iii.  146—148;  nevertheflefs  has 
been  fubjeCted  to  contradictory  engagements,  ii. 
il6—  u8.  iii.  248  and  249;  the  duty  of  a 
chriftian  in  fuch  cafes,  ii.  131—133-  201 

202. 

Church  of  England,  its  ftgnification,  i.  229. 

Church  of  Englanu-man,  definition  of,  iii.  257  and 
258. 
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Circular  letter  from  the  petitioning  clergy  publifhed 
M.  i.  32  and  33.  See  the  letter  iii.  ji2  — 233 
and  defence  of  it  in  anfvver  to  a refutation,  &c. 
30—50. 

Civil  magiftrate,  how  far  limitted  in  matters  of  religion, 
ii.  ngand  131.  iii.  175  and  176,  and  201  ; 
anfwer  to  his  plea  of  confcience,  ii.  116,  and 
1 17  note  ; can  only  reftrain  outward  aCtions,  iii. 
2 and  3. 

Claffical  merit  too  much  difregarded  at  Cambridge,  ii, 
270  and  27 x,  and  notej  further  obfervations 
thereon,  ib.  355. 

Clergy,  the  Rate  of  too  many,  ii.  175;  embarrafied  by 
their  fubfcription,  iii.  216—221,  and  233 — 241. 

Coalition,  between  lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox,  repro- 
bated by  Dr.  J.  in  a fpeech  at  the  Shakefpeare 
tavern,  M.  i.  181  — 184.  See  Fox. 

Collier,  Mr.  one  of  the  fyndics  at  Cambridge,  M.  i, 
60  ; fupports  the  reform  there,  ib.  64. 

Committees  and  delegations  defended  againft  objections 
to  them,  ii.  4 55 — 457  j plan  for  their  effectual 
inftitution,  ib.  472 — 490. 

Confeffional,  the  author  of,  proved  his  purpofe,  ii.  220 
vindicated,  iii.  31. 

Controverfy,  religious,  fome  of  the  ill  confequences  of, 
Rated,  i.  10— 12;  often  conducted  without 
charity,  209  and  210  ; inftanced  in  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Lindfey,  ib.  2X0,  note. 

Cooke,  Dr.  eleCted  vice-chancellor  of  Cambridge,  and 
his  conduct  relating  to  the  queftion  of  annual  ex- 
aminations, M.  i.  47  and  48,  and  ii.  314—0!^  . 
infifts  on  certain  paflages  of  Mr.  J.’s  Remarks 
being  expunged  M.  i.  50  ; propofes  a grace  for 
a committee  (or  fyndicate)  to  confider  the  quef- 
tion 
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tion  of  examinations,  ib.  5r,  and  ii.  324 — 327 
and  ib.  327  — 332  ; the  effedl  of  their  report  de- 
feated by  his  calling  them  together  before  the  di- 
vifion  of  the  term,  M.  i.  55  and  56-  *'•  325>  a 
grace  propofed  for  their  reconfideration  of  the 
queftion  palled  the  caput,  but  rejected  in  the  fe^ 
nate,  ii.  328—333. 

Cornwallis,  archbifhop,  “ fhort  account  of  theological 
ledlures”  addreffed  to  him,  i.  16;  a letter  ad- 
dreffed to  him,  iii.  57—61  ; another  letter. 


ib.  83—90. 

Corporeal  frame,  its  fundi  ions,  ii.  145  and  146, 

Craven,  Mr.  eledfed  profelTor  of  arabic  at  Cambridge, 
M-  i.  27  and  28. 

Deift,  definition  of,  iii*  253  and  254. 

Delegates  of  a ftate  freely  chofen  poffefs  the  foverelgn 
power,  ii*  469  and  470,  and  507  and  508, 
again  486,  note  1 fee  Deputies. 

Deputies^  meeting  of,  at  St.  Alban’s  tavern,  and  agree- 
ment to  a memorial,  M.  i.  149  and  150;  meet- 
ing of  other  delegates  at  Guildhall,,  and  their 
agreement  to  a petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons* 
and  Dr.  J.’s  letter  to  fir  Robert  Bernard  thereon* 
ib.  160  ahd  161. 

Biffenters,  definition  of,  in.  256  and  257. 

Divinity  a cl,  kept  by  Mr.  J.  M.  1.  28  and  29  ; his 
thefis,  ii.  181  202* 


Dragonetti,  cited,  ii.  256. 

Dublin  univerfity,  Mr.  J.  admitted  there  M.  1.  2 ; have 
eftablilhed  quarterly  examinations,  ib.  2 and  3* 


ii.  299*  , , 

ducation,defedl  in  the  prefent  mode,  as  it  refpefts  t co- 

logical  lludies,  i.  44-56  5 remarks  uP°n.Jthe 
prefent  mode  of,  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 

ii*  253— 3°8- 


Effingham, 
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Effingham,  earl  of,  wrote  letters  to  the  volunteers  of 
Ireland,  M.  i.  186  and  187, 

Electors,  their  inftru&ions  ought  to  be  implicitly  obeyed 
by  their  reprefentative,  ii  460 — 466,  and  503  j 
may  bediftributed  into  three  clafles,  ib.  497. 

Elocution,  the  ftudy  of,  negledled  at  Cambridge,  ii< 
272. 

Emulation,  to  be  encouraged  in  education,  ii.  264— 
266;  further  confidered,  ib.  357 — -360.  iii* 
261 — 264;  and  literary  rewards  recommended, 
ii.  363  ; even  in  inferior  feminaries,  ib;  381. 

England,  letter  to  the  people  of,  iii.  285 — 289. 

Error,  moil  effectually  overthrown  by  the  eftablifhment 
of  truth,  ii.  159  ; precautions  to  guard  againft 
it,  ib.  166  and  167. 

Eftablifliments  religious,  plan  of  one,  in  the  place  of 

the  prefent  infufficient  eftablifhment,  i.  149 

157 ; under  their  prefent  conftitution  in  a pro- 
teftant  ftate  involve  many  inconfiftencies,  ib, 
158;  their  intrinfic  nature,  ii.  120— 123;  not 
to  be  required,  under  certain  circumftances  by' 
achriftian  and  a proteftant  legiflature,  ib.  124  j 
their  effects  as  now  conftituted,  ii.  216— -219. 

.Eftablifhment,  proteftant,  it’s  proper  extent,  ii.  201— 
215. 

Evangel ifts,  frequently  put  their  own  words  into  the 
mouths  of  the  fpeakers,  ii.  144.. 

Every  man  his  own  prieft,  iii.  160  — 258. 

Evil  moral,  neceffary  to  produce  thofe  affe&ions  from 
whence  man’s  happinefs  mull  fpring,  ii.  143. 

Examinations,  annual  at  Cambridge,  preliminary  obfer- 
vations  upon,  ii.  277—282  ; the  firft  propofed 
fcheme,  ib.  282— 284;  further  fcheme,  ib.  342— 
347  5 and  again,  382— 390.  See  plan,  pro- 
pofal,  refolutions,  fyndicate. 

E f Examiners, 


Examiners,  the  propofed  method  of  their  eleXion  and 
their  powers,  ii.  300 — 303  ; greatly  approved  ib. 
365  and  366. 

Exercifes  and  examinations  at  Cambridge  according  to 
the  prefent  inftitution,  fome  account  of,  ii.  284 — 
299  ; at  Oxford,  ib.  304 — 308  ; the  different 
orders  of  ftudents  fhould  be  united  in  them,  ib. 
352-354- 

Farmer,  Dr.  one  of  the  fyndics  at  Cambridge,  M.  i.  60; 
labours  to  obftruX  their  refolutions,  ib.  64;  when 
vice-chancellor  intended  to  move  the  ftatute, 

“ De  oppugnatoribus  ecclefiae  anglicanae,” 
againfl:  Mr.  J.  ib.  113;  his  fubfequent  behaviour, 
ib.  1 14  and  115  ; declines  purfuing  his  menace, 
ib.  1 16  ; his  objection  to  the  reform  of  education 
at  Cambridge,  Hated  and  examined,  iii.  278  — 
282. 

Forgivenefs  in  the  gofpel,  indefinite,  ii.  144. 

Fortefcue,  fir  John,  on  the  difference  between  an  abfo- 
lute  and  limitted  monarchy,  extraX  from,  iii. 
395-402. 

Fortitude,  neceffary  in  every  great  and  generous  defign, 
iii.  90—94. 

Fox,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  J.  refleXions  on  his  coalition  with 
lord  North,  ii.  550—553,  note;  propofed  by 
Dr.  J.  as  a candidate  for  Weftminfter,  M.  i.  148 
and  149  ; his  eleXion,  to  be  fupported  by  a com- 
mittee, ib.  15 1 ; returned  for  Weftminfter  in 
Sept.  1780,  ib.  152;  Dr.  J.’s  reafons  for  fup- 
porting  him,  ib.  152  and  154-  (fupports  the  ap- 
plication for  repeal  of  the  left  laws,  ib.  153,  , 
note)  appointed  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  date  on 
the  difmiffion  of  lord  North’s  adminiftration,  ib. 

J 73  - feparates  from  his  colleagues  on  lord  Shel- 
burne 
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burne  being  appointed  firftlord  of  the  treafury,  and 
fupported  therein  by  Dr.  J.  ib.  174  ; written  to 
and  earneftly  warned  by  Dr.J.  in  a fpeech  at  the 
Shakefpeare  tavern,  not  to  accede  to  a coalition 
with  lord  North,  ib.  181  — 184  > Mr.  Fs  be- 
haviour thereon,  ib.  185  > Dr.  J.  moves  a refo- 
lution  againft  the  adminiftration  of  the  coalition 
miniftry  at  a meeting  of  the  eledtors  of  Weftmin^ 
fter,  ib.  19x5  but  retains  a great  perfonal  refpedt 
for  Mr.  F.  on  all  other  accounts,  ib.  198—200  j 
his  ability  to  reform  the  penal  code,  ib.  198 
and  199,  note. 

Free  will,  Mr.  J.’s  account  of  his  opinion  thereon,  i.  20 
and  21.  See  Hartley. 

Future  ftate,  why  not  fooner  revealed,  ii.  163. 

Future  punifhment,  how  to  be  confidered,  ii.  152. 

Galway  grand  jury,  See.  fpirited  refolution  in  March 
1782,  ii.  490,  note. 

God,  the  beft  proof  of  his  being,  in  the  Newtonian  and 
Maclaurinian  method,  M.  i.  14  and  15,  and  16— 
18,  note;  ii.  178  and  179;  a forming  and  pre- 
ferring God,  ii.  162;  his  dealings  with  men 
exemplified,  ib.  175  ; Mr.  J.’s  belief  in  his  pro^ 
per  unity,  ib.  206  and  207. 

Gofpel,  the  whole  defign  of,  ii.  150  and  151  ; confirms 
the  hope  of  a refurredfion,  ib.  160  and  161 ; the 
defence  of  it  weakened  by  fubfeription  to  human 
articles,  iii.  37.  See  Chrift,  chriftian  religion, 
revelation . 

Gofpels,  the  defign  of,  ii.  143  and  155. 

Goodall,  Dr.  archdeacon  of  Suffolk,  Mr.  J.  preaches 
at  his  vifitations,  M.  i.  53  — 55.  (See  the  fer- 
moil,  ii.  51—67.) 
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Grace  of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  the  term,  and 
nature  of,  explained,  ii.  309 — 312. 

Grafton,  duke  of,  chancellor  of  Cambridge,  approves 
of  the  propofed  inftitution  of  annual  examina- 
tions, M.  i.  61  ; and  of  the  conduit  of  the 
lyndics,  ib.  71  : Mr.  J.  writes  to  him  on  the 
fubjeit  of  examinations,  ib.  114:  Mr.  J.’s  re- 
marks on  education  dedicated  to  him,  ii.  257  : 
his  approbation  of  the  propofed  regulations  fur- 
ther noticed,  ib.  363  and  364. 

Green,  biflaop,  ordains  Mr.  J.  M.  i.  7;  letter  addrefled  to 
him,  iii.  69 — 75. 

Griffith  Edward,  efq.  Dr.  J.’s  letter  to  him,  M.  i.  204 — 
207. 

Guy’s  hofpital,  Dr.  J.  a candidate  for  the  office  of  one 
of  the  phyficians  there,  M.  i.  144. 

Hallifax  Bp.  eleited  to  the  arabic  profefforfhip  in  Cam- 
bridge, M.  i.  20  — 22  ; fucceeds  to  the  profeflor- 
fhip  of  civil  law,  ib.  27 ; preaches  three  fermons  at 
Cambridge,  on  fubfcription,  which  were  after- 
wards publifhed,  and  anfwered  in  a letter  to  him 
by  Mr.  Blackall,  ib.  33 — 35  ; labours  to  defeat 
the  intention  of  the  fyndicate  in  their  refolutions 
refpefting  annual  examinations,  ib.  62,  and  to 
embroil  matters  with'  them,  ib.  63  and  64; 
fuppofed  to  objeiff  to  the  meafures  adopted  by 
the  fyndics  from  perfonal  prejudice,  ib.  70  ; Mr. 
Paley’s  obfervation  on  Prifcilla’s  letters  to  him, 
ib.  81  and  82,  note;  threw  out  infinuations 
againft  Mr.  J.  in  his  three  fermons,  and  chal- 
lenged to  prove  his  charge,  but  never  replied,  i. 
40  and  41,  note;  a lingular  expreffion  in  one 
of  them  noticed,  ib.  i 71;  fuppofed  to  have 
written  fomc  letters  at  the  inftance  of  archbifhop 
Cornwallis,  figned  Erafmus,  iii.  60,  and  note. 

Harborough 
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Harborough  earl  of,  appoints  Mr.  J.  one  of  his  chap- 
lains, M.  i.  26. 

Harmony  of  the  gofpels,  hints  propofed,  explaining  the 
defign  of  the  annexed  fcheme,  i.  57 — 72 ; the 
harmony,  ib.  77  — 1225  fpecimen  of  the  fame 
filled  up,  ib.  126 — 130;  the  fame  completed 
with  refpedt  to  references,  ib.  131 — 136. 

Hartley,  Dr.  dodbrine  of  free  will  confirmed  by  the 
language  and  meaning  of  fcripture,  ii.  144  j 
his  folution  of  the  chief  difficulty  concerning  a 
fupreme  intelligent  caufe,  an  anfwer  to  Mira- 
baud,  ib.  172— 174. 

Hebrews,  epiftle  to,  chap.  i.  r,  compared  with  Phil,  ii, 
75  explained,  ii.  147  and  148. 

Herefy,  Whitby’s  delineation  of  it,  ii.  148  and  note. 

Hey,  Mr.  J.  one  of  the  fyndics  at  Cambridge,  M.  i. 
60  5 fupports  the  reform  there,  ib.  64. 

High-ftewardfhip  of  Cambridge,  election  for,  M.  i, 
8 — 10. 

Hinchliffe,  bifhop,  vice-chancellor  of  Cambridge,  pro- 
pofes  an  addrefs  from  the  univerfity  to  the  king, 
M.  i.  23  and  24  5 letter  addrefied  to  him  on  his 
oppofition  to  the  diffenting  and  clerical  petition- 
ers, iii-  148 — 154. 

Hiftory,  the  ftudy  of,  not  Efficiently  encouraged  at 
Cambridge,  ii.  271  and  272;  the  recent  infti- 
tution  of  leftures  on  modern  hiftory,  commended 
ib.  274  and  362. 

Hollis  Thomas,  efq.  Memoirs,  cited,  M.  i.  93  and  94, 
note. 

Houfe  of  commons,  only  to  be  reformed  by  the  people, 
M.  i.  167—170,  and  iii.  287  and  2885  already 
Efficiently  numerous,  ii.  498  ; the  diminution 
of  the  number  of  borough  members,  more  gene- 
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rally  approved  than  any  addition  to  the  counties, 
ib.  499  ; fhould  be  a reprefentation  of  perfons, 
not  of  property,  ib.  500  ; though  the  majority 
of  the  houfe  are  now  chofen  by  a number  of  elec- 
tors lefs  than  fix-thoufand,  ib.  502  ; and  utterly 
averfe  to  any  parliamentary  reform,  ib.  538 — 
542. 

Huntingdonfhire,  Dr.  J.  appointed  one  of  the  deputies 
of,  M.  i-  149- 

^urd,  bifhop,  oppofes  the  eftablifhment  of  annual  exa- 
minations at  Cambridge,  M.  i.  114  and  116; 
cited,  ii.  372. 

Jefus,  his  immaculate  conception  maintained  by  Mr.  J, 

i.  19.  See  alfo  Chrift. 

Jew,  definition  of,  iii.  254. 

Infidelity,  the  fpread  of,  afcribed  to  the  fubfcription  to 
human  articles,  in  an  extract  from  “ Friendly 
admonitions,  &c.”  iii.  138—142. 

Innovation,  the  common  notion  of,  will  not  apply  to 
a parliamentary  reform,  iii.  355 — 358* 

Inability  of  human  affairs  inftanced  in  the  affairs  of 
Rome,  Britain,  and  America,  M.  i.  92— 95,  note. 

Intermediate  ftate  between  death  and  the  refurreftion, 
the  fubjeft  of  Mr.  J.’s  divinity  aft,  M.  i.  28  and 
29.  See  the  thefis,  ii.  181 — 202. 

Intrepidity  peceffary  to  maintain  religious  opinions, 

ii.  139. 

John  i.  12.  explained  by  parallel  place,  1 John  iii, 
I and  2.  ii-  15°- 

Joy,  Mr.  letter  from  Dr.  J.  to  him,  M.  i.  203. 

Ireland,  letters  addreffcd  to  the  volunteers  of,  fome 
account  of  them,  M.  i.  x 86 — 187.  (See  Dr.  J.  s 
)etters,  ii.  517—553);  the  neceffity  of  a federal 

uniqp 
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union  with,  M.  i.  203;  confidered  as  the  mirror 
of  political  meafures  in  England,  ib.  207  — 209  j 
letter  on  the  exertions  there  in  favour  of  li- 
berty, iii.  389—394. 

Juries,  right  of,  to  bring  in  their  verdiCt  general,  M.  i. 
212 — 214;  the  fame  aflerted  in  a letter  to  Mr. 
Juftice  Buller,  iii.  368  — 376. 

Kent,  Mr.  cited,  M.  i.  95,  note. 

Knights,  the  propofal  of  one  hundred,  being  added  to  the 
commons,  approved,  ii.  495  and  496  ; afterwards 
objected  to,  ib.  522.  (See  alfo  M.  i.  165 — 167.) 
the  inexpediency  of  that  meafure  noticed  by  Mr. 
Batley,  ii.  532. 

Koran,  ftudied  by  Mr.  J.  M.  i.  18;  and  with  a view  of 
extracting  evidencies  of  the  gofpel,  ib.  22  and 
23,  note;  the  fame  idea  fuggeiled,  ii.  144. 

Labour,  neceflary  from  the  beginning,  ii.  145. 

Laity,  their  concern  in  the  credenda  of  the  gofpel,  i. 
13 — 16,  note.  A propofed  petition  from  them 
for  relief  of  the  clergy,  &c.  from  fubfcription, 
iii-  53—57- 

Lambert,  Mr.  one  of  the  fyndics  at  Cambridge,  M.  i. 
60;  fupports  the  reform  there,  ib.64;  refents 
the  ill  treatment  of  Mr.  J.  ib.  115. 

Law,  the  ftudy  of,  propofed  by  Dr.  J.  M.  i.  159  and 
160  : the  influence  of,  in  determining  opinions, 
iii.  64—68. 

Law,  bifhop,  recommends  Mr.  J.  to  bifhop  Mawfon, 
M.  i.  10;  Mr.  J.  had  frequent  communications 
with  him,  ib.  20  ; the  friend  of  Mr.  J.  at  Cam- 
bridge, ib.  49  ; preaches  before  the  univerfity, 
ib.  56  ; fupports  the  queftion  of  annual  examina- 
tions there,  ib.  1 15. 
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Letter  to  Sir  W.  Meredith,  account  of  its  publication, 
M.  i.  42.  (See  the  letter  i.  222—2625)  to  a 
friend  on  the  fubftitution  of  a form  of  fubfcription, 
and  the  condudf  of  the  petitioning  clergy,  M.  i. 
37 — 42  > to  the  author  of  “ An  obfervation  on  the 
defign  of  eftablifhing  annual  examinations,”  M.  i. 
81  and  82  ; on  the  unlavvfulnefs  of  all  religious  ad- 
drefles  to  Chrift  Jefus,  addrefled  to  Dr.  J.  and  an- 
fwered  by  him,  M.  i.  140 — 142-  (See  his  anfwer, 
ii.  225 — 2355)  to  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex, 
account  of  its  publication,  M.  i.  144.  (Seethe 
letter  ii.  452 — 490  5)  to  Sir  Robert  Bernard,  ac- 
count ofits  publication,  M.  i.  160  and  161,  (See 
the  letter,  ii.  491 — 5165)  to  a friend  on  the  Hate 
and  plan  of  parliamentary  reform,  M.  i.  16 1 — 
170. 

Letters  on  the  fubjedt  of  fubfcription  to  the  thirty  nine 
articles  and  liturgy  of  the  church  of  England, 
account  of  their  publication,  M.  i.  35  and  36. 
See  the  letters  i.  137 — 222  5)  addrefled  to  the 
volunteers  of  Ireland,  on  the  fubjedt  of  parlia- 
mentary reform,  M.  i.  186  and  187.  (See  the 
letters  ii.  517 — 553-) 

Liberty  natural,  political,  and  moral,  defined,  ii.  146 
and  147. 

Lindfey,  Mr.  Mr.  J.  privy  to  his  opening  the  chapel  in 
Effex-ftreet,  London,  and  much  interefted  in 
his  fuccefs  therein,  M.  i.  83 — 85  ; his  “ Sequel,” 
reviewed  by  Mr.  J.  ib.  85  5 an  unchriftian 
fpirit  fhewn  in  the  controverfy  with  him,  ii.  210, 
note  5 his  plan  of  a reformed  liturgy  approved, 
ib.  219. 

Locke,  Mr.  makes  fcripture  its  own  interpreter,  i.  12, 

JLofFt,  Mr.  Dr.  J.’s  letter  to  him,  M.  i.  170 — 1725  cor- 
pefponds  with  Mr,  Arthur  Young  on  flfip- 
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money,  ib.  175  and  176;  publishes  Dr.  J.’s 
thoughts  on  prifons,  ib.  217 — 223;  his  biographi- 
cal Iketch  of  Dr.  J.  ib.  239 — 247. 

Longmire,  Mr.  one  of  Mr.  J.’s  tutors,  M.  i.  2 ; one  of 
the  fyndics  at  Cambridge,  ib.  60 ; fupports  the 
reform  there,  ib.  64. 

Lowth,  bifhop,  his  vifitation  fermon  cited,  I.  4 i his  pre- 
lections alfo,  ii.  195  and  196. 

Mahometan,  definition  of,  iii.  255. 

Marmontel  cited,  ii.  176  and  177.  < 

Martin,  Mr.  his  parliamentary  conduCt  approved,  iii.  381. 

Maferes,  Mr.  his  pamphlet  on  the  Quebec  bill,  M.  i.  92. 

Mathematics,  the  ftudy  of,  advantageous  and  neceflary,  but 
too  much  attended  to  at  Cambridge,  ii.  269  and 
270,  alfo  350 ; this  confirmed  by  public  declara- 
tion of  the  vice-chancellor,  ib.  350,  note ; and 
which  was  generally  approved,  ib.  357. 

Maty,  Mr.  his  obfervations  on  Dr.  J.’s  “ Select  cafes”  ; 
M.  i.  178  and  179;  on  his  “ Thoughts  on  pri- 
fons,” ib.  218,  note;  his  death,  and  cc  Reafons 
for  feparating  from  the  eftablifhed  church,”  ib.  218. 
—224. 

Mawfon,  bifhop,  confirms  Mr.  J.  in  his  fellowfhip  of 
Peterhoufe,  M.  i.  7 ; collates  him  to  the  vicarage 
of  Gamlingay,  ib.  10. 

Medal  propofed  to  be  ftruck  at  Cambridge  on  the  defeat  of 
the  fcheme  of  academical  reform,  M.  i.  71. 

Meetings  of  the  people  enforced,  iii.  384 — 389. 

Meredith,  fir  William,  prefents  the  clerical  petition  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  M.  i.  36;  account  of  the 
publication  of  a letter  to  him  on  fubfcription,  ib. 
42.  (See  the  letter  i.  223—262;)  again  moves 
the  houfe,  M.  i.  71 ; fpoke  againft  the  increafe 
pf  penal  laws,  ib.  116,  note, 
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Middleton,  Dr.  cited,  M.  i.  92 — 95,  note. 

Milton,  the  poet’s  apology  for  him  applicable  to  Dr.  J. 

M.  i.  137  and  138,  note;  his  enlarged  concep- 
tion of  education,  ii.  258  and  276. 

Miniftry,  (chriftian)  a neceffary  inftitution,  iii.  16 1 — 
364;  notwithftanding  the  abufes  of  fome  who  ill 
discharge  it,  ib.  165—169;  ought  to  be  compe- 
tently provided  for,  ib.  180—182;  but  their  inter- 
pretations of  fcripture  not  to  be  implicitly  acceded 
to,  ib.  182 — 185. 

Mirabaud’s  “ Syfteme  de  la  nature,”  repeatedly  cited,  ii. 
162—172. 

Miracles,  how  proved,  ii.  155  and  156;  no  proof  of 
perpetual  infpiration,  ib.  156. 

Moderators  in  the  univerfityof  Cambridge,  their  duty  and 
office,  ii.  285 — 287. 

Modefty  of  youth  no  objection  to  public  examination,  as 
propofed  to  be  conduced,  evinced  from  the  prefent 
method,  ii.  367—369. 

Myfteries,  compared  with  Caligula’s  laws,  ii.  145;  the 
bane  of  true  religion,  iii.  157  an^  I5^j  incon- 
fiftent  with  revelation,  ib.  188  and  189. 

Natural  rights  not  created,  but  fecured  by  fociety,  ii.  180. 

Newtoni  quaedam  excerpta  e principiis,  fome  account  of, 
M.  i.  IX  and  12,  note. 

Norcliff,  fir  James,  moves  the  refolution  of  the  delegates 
againft  the  feptennial  bill,  ii.  503. 

North,  lord,  oppofes  the  repeal  of  the  teft  laws,  M.  i.  153, 
note;  refigns  his  place,  ib.  173;  letter  addreffed 
to  him  on  fubfcription,  iii.  136—138. 

North,  bifhop,  letter  addreffed  to  him,  iii.  95  104. 

Norwich,  bifhop  of,  bee  \ ongc. 

Old  Teftament,  quotations  from,  brought  to  prove  only 
one  point,  ii.  153* 


Oxford. 
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Oxford.  (See  Exercifes.) 

Paley,  Archdeacon,  his  obfervation  on  Prifcilla’s  letters  to 
Dr.  Hallifax,  cited,  M.  i.  8l  and  82,  note;  his 
fentiments  on  fubfcription  and  toleration  oppofed 
to  each  other,  and  remarked  upon,  ii.  125 — 127, 
note. 

Papiflr,  definition  of,  iii.  255  and  256. 

Papifts  equally  eligible  to  offices  of  civil  truft,  ii.  543 — 

549- 

Paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities,  feledt  cafes  concerning 
that  diforder  ; account  of  their  publication,  M.  i. 
176  and  179.  (See  the  feledt  cafes,  ii.  391—443.) 

, Parliamentary  reform  ; the  tell  of  a minifter’s  being  the 
friend  of  the  people,  M,  1.  202—203;  its  in- 
fluence on  an  union  with  Ireland,  ib.  203.  See 
delegates,  people,  propofition,  Weftminfter  elec- 
tion, &c. 

Paul,  St.  has  been  fuppofed  to  argue  inconclufively,  ii. 
147  ; Cardinal  Pole’s  advice  how  to  underftand  his 
epiftles,  ib,  149, 

Paulinus,  letters  of,  on  fubfcription  ; account  of  their 
publication,  M.  i.  35 — 36.  (See  the  letters  i. 

137—222.) 

Pearne,  Mr.  Thomas,  his  account  of  Mr.  J.’s  lectures, 
M.  i.  16 — 18,  note. 

Penal  law,  Mr.  Fox’s  ability  to  reform  it,  M.  i.  198  and 
199,  note;  Dr.  J.  ftudied  the  ftate  of  it,  ib.  215 
and  216. 

People,  the,  fhould  exercife  their  powers,  ii.  513;  im- 
prove by  communication  of  knowledge,  ib.  514; 
their  general  difpofition  to  public  virtue  exempli- 
fied, ib.  515,  note, 

Petition  to  parliament  for  relief  from  fubfcription ; Mr, 
J.’s  concern  therein ; M.  i.  31—33  and  36;  pro- 
perly 


444 


INDEX. 


perly  addrefled  to  the  legiflature,  i.  139 — 149  ; of 
the  undergraduates  of  Cambridge  for  the  removal 
of  fubfcription,  i.  208  and  209,  note  ; Mr.  Craw- 
ford’s fpeech  thereon  to  the  vice-chancellor,  and 
his  anfwer,  ib.  210  and  21 1,  note;  that  of  the 
‘ clergy  did  not  necellarily  involve  the  refig- 
nation  of  preferment,  ii.  220 ; the  reafons  of 
Mr.  J.’s  concurrence  therein,  and  the  nature  of 
the  application,  ib.  220—223.  (See  alfo  articles, 
fubfcription,  &c.)  petitions  to  the  crown  ill  calcu- 
lated to  obtain  redrefs,  ii.  470  and  471  ; petitions 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  for  parliamentary  re- 
form, the  fame,  ii.  393 — 395,  and  524 — 526. 

Philippians,  ii.  7 ; explanation  of,  ii.  147  and  148. 

Phyfic,  Mr.  J.  enters  on  the  ftudy  of,  M.  i.  121 — 123; 
refolutions  entered  into  by  him  foon  after,  ib.  123 
— 125  ; his  clofe  application  to  his  medical  ftudies, 
ib.  125 — 128  ; his  diploma  of  dodtor  of  phyfic, 
fent  from  St.  Andrew’s,  ib.  128;  his  idea  of  fim- 
plifying  the  art,  ib.  139. 

Phyficians,  college  of,  not  inclined  to  elect  Dr.  J.  a fellow 
of  the  college,  M.  i.  187. 

Piety,  its  foundation  and  name,  ii.  172. 

Pitt,  right  hon.  William,  oppofes  the  repeal  of  the  teft 
laws,  M.  i.  153,  note;  Dr.  J. Is  general  opinion 
of  him,  ib.  198 — 200  ; fupports  Mr.  Sawbridge’s 
motion  for  an  inquiry  into  the  flate  of  reprefenta- 
tion,  ib  201- — 202  ; his  engagement  to  Mr.  \\y- 
vill,  concerning  a reform  in  parliament,  and  Dr. 
J.’s  fufpicions  thereon,  ib.  209 — 21 1. 

Plan  for  public  examinations,  an  anonymous  one,  M.  i.  72 
and  73.  See  alfo  examinations,  exercifes,  refolu- 
tions, fvndics. 

Plutarch  cited,  ii.  258. 
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Pole,  cardinal,  his  advice  how  to  underftand  St.  Paul,  ii. 
149- 

Police  bill  objected  to  by  the  fociety  for  conftitutional  in- 
formation, iii.  383  and  384 ; alfo  388  and  389. 

Political  papers,  iii.  283 — 423. 

Pott,  Mr.  dedication  of  “ Select  cafes”  to  him,  ii.  393. 

Powell,  Dr.  inclined  to  move  a grace  againft  Mr.  J.  to 
prevent  his  propofing  any  more  graces,  M.  i.  48  and 
49.  ii.  323  ; concerned  in  expunging  paffages 
from  Mr.  J.’s  Remarks  on  education,  M.  i.  50  ; 
labours  to  defeat  the  intention  of  the  fyndicate,  ib. 
62  ; his  vehemency  againft  reformation,  ib.  64 ; 
author  of  “ An  obfervation  on  the  defio-n  of  efta- 

D 

blifhing  annual  examinations,  ii.  81  : anfwered  by 
a letter  in  reply,  ib.  82  ; his  commendable  con- 
duct in  the  mafterfhip  of  St.  John’s  college,  ii. 
275,  note  j conftitutes  no  objection  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a fimilar  inftitution  into  the  univerfity  at 
large,  ib.  348,  note  ; puts  in  his  non-placet  to  Mr. 
J.’s  fxrft  grace  for  annual  examinations,  ib.  320  ; 
letter  addreffed  to  him  on  academical  fubfcription, 
iii.  50 — 52  ; another,  on  his  charge,  ib.  123  — 125. 

Prayer,  its  effect  philofophically  and  popularly  confidered, 
ii.  164  and  165  ; fhould  chiefly  confift  in  acts  of 
thankfgiving,  ib.  175. 

Prefs,  liberty  of  the,  favourable  even  to  governors.  Ad.  i. 
206,  note. 

Price,  Dr.  of  his  letters  to  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  M.  i. 
186  and  187  ; on  the  junction  of  virtuous  men 
hereafter,  fuppofed  to  have  proved  his  point,  ii.  151 
and  152  ; of  his  opinion  and  advice  refpeCting  the 
americar.  ftates,  ib.  484,  note. 

Prieft,  the  religion  of  the,  iii.  169. 


Prieftley, 
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Prieftley,  Dr.  dedicates  his  cc  Doctrine  of  philofopnical 
neceffity,”  to  Dr.  J.  M.  i.  128—130.  (fee  the  de- 
dication, 129  — 134,  note);  fome  notes  added  to 
his  “ Harmony  of  the  gofpels,”  by  Dr.  J.  ib.  159; 
has  hated  the  injuries  chriftianity  has  received  from 
the  injudicious  defences  of  its  friends,  i.  10,  note  ; 
one  of  the  objects  of  Dr.  Hallifax’s  reprehenfion  in 
his  three  fermons,  ib.  41,  note. 

Principles,  various,  defined,  and  how  to  be  acquired,  iii. 
196 — 202. 

Prifons,  thoughts  on  the  conftruction  and  polity  of  them, 
with  hints  for  their  improvements,  account  of  their 
publication,  M.  i.  217—223.  (fee  the  Thoughts, 
ii.  555—568.) 

Private  judgment,  the  right  of,  vindicated,  ii.  231  and  232, 
and  250  ; invaded  and  deftroyed  by  fubfcription, 
hi.  31 — 33;  ought  to  be  held  facred,  ib.  179* 

Prophecies,  the  origin  of  the  double  fenfes  applied  to  them, 

ii.  154. 

Propofal,  Mr.  J.’s  for  the  eftablifhment  of  public  exami- 
nations at  Cambridge,  publifhed,  voted,  and  loft  by 
one  voice,  with  the  names  of  the  voters,  jM.  i. 
72 — 80.  (See  A propofal,  &c.  ii.  337 — 370.) 

See  alfo  exercifes,  examinations,  refolutions,  fyn- 
dicate. 

Propofition  for  effecting  reform  of  parliament,  by  a com- 
mittee from  the  people,  iii.  287  and  288. 

Proteftant,  definition  of,  iii.  256. 

Proteftantifm,  its  criterion,  ii.  124. 

Quebec  bill,  reprobated,  M.  i.  92. 

Rational  happinefs,  the  promotion  and  increafe  of,  the  firft 
aim,  ii.  157- 

Reformation,  the  reafon  of  its  not  advancing,  afcribed  to 

the  ftate  of  the  cnglilh  laity,  ii.  159  and  160. 

Regiments 
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Regiments  called  by  county  names,  objected  to,  iii.  350— 

355- 

Religion  of  nature,  fo  far  as  relates  to  our  duty  to  our 
neighbour,  cited  from  Mirabaud,  ii.  168 — 172. 

Religion  of  the  gofpel,  its  nature  and  high  importance, 
i.  47 — 53,  note  ; her  ways  the  ways  of  pleafant- 
nefs,  and  all  her  paths  peace,  ii.  27 — 50  ; pecu- 
liarly favourable  to  the  happinefs  of  man,  ib.  51 — 
67  ; does  not  confift  in  external  rights  and  cere- 
monies, but  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God,  ib. 
69—85  ; fo  ftated  by  the  vifitors  of  the  monafteries 
in  I535)  ib-  157  5 and  in  the  fear  of  God,  and 
working  righteoufnefs,  ib.  87—106  ; the  profef- 
fion  of  it  fhouid  be  free  of  all  human  impofitions, 
ib,  107 — 133;  unjuftifiable  means  allowed  in  the 
planting  it  in  England,  ib.  156  and  157  ; the 
objection  by  philofophers,  that  it  applies  too  weak  a 
motive,  anfwered,  ib,  164;  two  maxims  confti- 
tute  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  all  practical  religion, 
ib.  177  and  178  5 true  religion  defcribed,  iii.  206 
— 21 1 ; will  univerfally  prevail,  ib.  233 — 236. 

Religious  and  moral  principles,  the  want  of  them,  the 
foiirce  of  great  public  evils,  M.  i.  189. 

Republics,  virtue  their  principle,  ii.  141. 

Refignation,  Mr.  J.’s  defign  firft  communicated  to  his 
friends,  and  of  his  own  embarraffment,  M.  i.  52 
and  53  ; refigns  Homersfield  and  Flixton,  and  writes 
to  the  bilhop  of  Norwich,  ib.  103  and  104.  (See  his 
letter  to  the  bilhop,  ii.  219— 224;)  letter  of  a friend, 
to  Mr.  J,  on  the  occalion,  ib.  105—1085  Mr. 
J/s  letter  to  Dr.  Chambers  on  the  fame,  ib.  105— 
108;  and  to  another  friend,  ib.  108  and  109  ; 
“ Short  ftate  of  his  reafons,”  &c.  publilbed,  ib! 
109  and  no.  (fee  the  “ Short  ftate,”  ii.  203— 

^245) 
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224  ;)  attacked  from  the  univerfity  pulpit,  ib. 

1 1 8,  addrefled  in  a pamphlet,  entitled  “ Refigna- 
tion  no  proof,”  written  by  Mr.  Tew,  ib.  119  ; 

• alfo  by  a very  different  correfpondent,  in  “A  letter 
to  the  rev.  John  Jebb,”  ib.  120  and  121. 

Refolutions  formed  by  Mr.  J.  loon  after  he  entered  on  the 
ftudy  of  phyfic,  M.  i.  123—125;  and  again,  on 
his  completing  his  medical  probation,  ib.  135 — 
138. 

Refurrechon,  the  hope  of,  animating,  ii.  160  and  161. 

Revelation  is  to  reafon,  what  the  telefcope  is  to  the  naked 
eye,  ii.  137;  its  advantages  over  natural  religion, 
ib.  178  and  179. 

Rewards  of  futurity  proportionate  to  obedience,  ii.  138. 

Richmond,  duke  of,  his  letter  to  the  Suflex  meeting,  much 
commended  by  Dr.  J.  M.  i.  180  ; thanked  by  the 
Weftmififter  committee  for  his  motion  for  a parlia- 
mentary reform,  ii.  489,  note. 

Ridlington,  Dr.  Mr.  J.  reads  le&ures  for  him  in  Tully’s 
offices,  M.  i.  • 1 9. 

Roberts,  Dr.  obtains  the  bachelor’s  prize  at  Cambridge, 
with  Mr.  J.  M.  i.  6. 

Royal  Society,  Dr.  J.  ele&ed  a fellow,  M.  i.  139  and  140. 

Sacred  literature,  how  little  cultivated  in  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  i.  44—56,  note ; recommended  to 
fome  {hare  of  praife  in  academical  education, 
ii.  279  and  note. 

Savile,  fir  George,  the  principal  ideas  in  the  addrefs  to  the 
freeholders  of  Middlefex,  firft  addrefled  to  him, 
ii.  484,  note  ; declared,  the  englifh  houfe  of  com- 
mons had  betrayed  its  conftituents,  ib.  542 ; die 
effeft  of  his  example,  iii.  206. 

Sawbridge,  Mr.  moves  for  an  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of 
reprefentation,  and  fupported  by  Air.  Pitt,  M.  i. 

201  — 


INDEX,  449 

401 — 402;  his  parliamentary  conduct  approved, 
iii.  380. 

Scotland,  religious  eftablifhment  of,  examined,  extracts 
from,  applied  to  the  church  of  England,  iii.  4 — 7 ; 
extraC  from  an  hiftorical  account  of  the  ancient 
rights  of  the  parliament  there,  ib.  362 — 368. 

Scripture  knowledge,  Dr.  J’s,  eminent  ability  therein, 
M.  i.  189  and  190  ; a fociety  inftituted  for  the  pro- 
motion of  it,  ib.  190  and  191.  (See  u Sketch  of 
their  plan,”  ii.  237 — 253  ;)Mr.  J.’smode  offtudying 
the  fcriptures,  and  plan  of  lectures  thereon,  i,  21 — 
39  ; fome  rules  for  the  interpretation  of  fcripture, 
ii.  140  ; it  enters  not  into  metaphyfical  difquiiitions, 
ib.  143  ; the  ftudy  animating  in  the  hope  of  living 
again,  ib.  161  ; the  inquiry  into,  how  to  be  con- 
duced, ib.  216 — 219,  (and  239—249;)  the  ftudy 
of  fcripture  negleCed  at  Cambridge,  ib.  220. 

Seeker,  archbifhop,  the  commentary  on  his  letter  to  Hon. 
H.  Walpole,  replied  to  by  Dr.  T.  B,  Chandler, 
M.  i.  87  and  88. 

Second  caufes  only  perceived  by  man,  ii.  141. 

SeleC  cafes.  See  Paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities. 

Senate  of  Cambridge,  how  conftituted  and  divided,  ii.  310 
and  31 1 ; their  mode  of  proceeding,  ib.  313;  ob- 
jeCions  to  it,  375  and  376, 

Sermons,  fix,  ii.  I — 133. 

Sharman,  lieut.  col.  letters  addrefled  to  the  volunteers  of 
Ireland,  fent  to  him,  ii.  5 19 — 553  3 his  letter  to 
Dr.  Jebb,  ib.  534  and  535,  note. 

Sharp,  Mr.  Grenville,  on  political  reformation,  cited,  iii. 
293  and  294. 

Shelburne,  earl  of,  appointed  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate 
on  the  difmiffion  of  lord  North’s  adminiftration, 
M.  i.  173;  and  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  on  the 
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death  of  lord  Rockingham,  ib.  174  ; the  common 
council  of  London  thank  him  for  his  declaration  in 
favour  of  fhort  parliaments,  ii.  488,  note ; his 
fpeech  againft  the  independence  of  America,  re- 
marked upon,  iii.  343 — 350. 

Sherlock,  bifhop,  his  memorial  in  favour  of  an  american 
epifcopate,  publiihed  by  Chandler,  M.  i.  88  ; his 
fifth  vol.  of  fermons,  publiflied,  ib.  109.- 

Ship-money,  the  controverfy  on  the  revival  of  it  by  fub- 
fcription,  M.  i.  175  and  176;  unconftitutional, 
iii.  307 — 342  ; alfo  358 — 361  ; motion  againft  it 
by  lord  Abington,  ib.  348  ; Mr.  Sydenham’s  fpeech 
againft  it,  ib.  349  ; declared  illegal  by  lord  Camden, 
ib.  349  ; alfo  objected  to  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  ib.  349. 

Slave  trade,  Dr.  J.’s  earneft  wifti  for  its  abolition,  M.  i. 
195  ; a£t  of  Virginia,  for  its  abolition,  and  fociety 
to  forward  its  operation,  ib.  228. 

Smith,  Dr.  late  mafter  of  Trinity  college,  his  inftitution  at 
Cambridge,  ii.  270. 

Society  for  conftitutional  information,  inftituted,  and  their 
plan,  M.  i.  155 — 157  ; their  refolution  concerning 
fhip-mpney,  ib.  176,  note;  moved  to  approve  Mr. 
Pitt’s  bill  for  parliamentary  reform,  ib.  214  and 
215  ; letter  from  Dr.  J.  to  them,  with  extracts 
from  “ an  hiftorical  account  of  the  parliament  of 
Scotland,”  iii.  362 — 368  ; their  refolution  on  the 
propofed  police  bill,  ib.  384  ; letter  from  Dr.  J.  to 
them,  with  extract  from  Sir  John  Fortefcue,  on 
“ the  difference  between  an  abfolute  and  limited 
monarchy,”  ib.  395 — 402. 

Society  for  promoting  the  knowledge  of  the  fcriptures,  in- 
ftituted, M.  i.  190  and  191;  “ fketch  of  their 
plan,”  ii.  237— 253  ; the  form  of  their  mftitution, 
ib.  252,  note. 
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Style,  difference  of,  compared  with  drefs,  ii.  159. 

Subfcription  for  degrees  at  the  univerfity,  highly  improper’, 
i.  259 — 261  ; fome  account  of  the  new  one,  for  the 
degree  of  bachelor  of  arts  at  Cambridge,  iii. 
222 — 228.  See  Blackburne,  Dr.  Thomas. 

Subfcription  to  human  formularies  of  religious  faith  and 
doctrine,  varioufly  confidered,  ii.  107 — 112;  alfo, 
iii.  242—245  ; highly  exceptionable  in  independent 
affemblies,  as  well  as  in  national  churches,  ii. 
124—128,  iii.  249— 251;  in  the  univerfities,  and 
from  diffenters  indefenfible,  ii.  128  and  129;  fub- 
verfive  of  the  duty  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  poor, 
iii.  185—189]  its  grieyous  effects  further  con- 
fidered, and  why  impofed,  ib.  190 — 195. 

Suicide,  why  finful,  ii.  1.38. 

Surrey,  earl  of,  his  parliamentary  conduft  approved,  iii.  380. 

Sydenham,  Mr.  fpoke  againft  railing  money  for  government 
by  fubfcription,  iii.  349. 

Syndics,  at  Cambridge,  appointed  Feb.  16,  1774,  M.  i. 
59  and  60  ; their  refolutions  voted,  ib.  64  and  65. 
(See  them,  ib.  65—69,  note  ;)  and  chiefly  objected 
to  from  perfonal  prejudice,  and  Mr.  J.’s  obferva- 
tions  thereon,  ib.  66 — 71. 

Temple,  Mr.  his  “ Remarks  on  Mr.  Burgh’s  fcriptural 
confutation,”  ii.  210,  note. 

Terrick,  bifhop,  letter  addreffed  to  him,  iii.  112—122- 
another  letter,  ib.  126 — 135. 

Tefts,  religious,  not  neceffiiry  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  ftate,  ii.  123,  note;  Dr.  J.  laboured 
to  promote  an  application  for  the  repeal  of  them, 
ib.  129,  note;  the  late  application  jointly  oppofed 
by  lord  North  and  Mr.  Pitt,  M.  i.  153  and  154 
note. 
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Tew,  Mr.  replies  to  Mr.  J.’s  “ fhort  ftate  of  the  rcafons 
of  his  refignation,”  M.  i.  118  and  119  ; concern- 
ing thefecond  edition  of  that  tra£t,  ib.  119,  note* 
Dr.  J.’s  notice  of  the  . publication  of  that  pamphlet, 
ii.  234  and  235. 

Theological  lectures  at  Cambridge,  inftituted  by  Mr.  J. 
M.  i.  23 ; greatly  oppofed  there,  ib.  27  and  28, 
and  i.  8 ; further  notice  taken  of  the  oppofition  to 
them,  i.  40 — 47  . his  “ fhort  account  of  them,’' 
ib.  1—136. 

Theological  propofitions,  and  mifcellaneous  obfervations, 
with  general  maxims  of  reafon  and  religion,  ii. 
135—180. 

Thefis  habita  in  fchola  theologica  Cantabrigise,  ii.  181— 
202.  (See  alfo  M.  i.  28  and  29. 

Thorpe,  Mr.  concerned  with  Mr.  J.  and  Mr.  G.  Wollaf- 
ton,  in  the  publication  of  “ Excerpta  quaedam  e 
Newtoni  principiis,”  M.  i.  ix  and  12,  and  note. 

Truth,  Mr.  J.’s  reliance  upon,  M.  i.  15  and  16. 

Toleration  due  of  right  in  its  fullefl  extent,  though  the  en- 
largement of  it  refufed  by  the  houfe  of  commons, 
M.  i.  153  and  154,  note. 

Tucker,  Dr.  his  opinion  on  a center  of  union  examined, 
iii,  I04_io8  ; letter  addreffed  to  him  on  the 
fame,  ib.  108 — 112.  See  alfo  the  letter  to  fir  Wm. 
Meredith  from  Mr.  Jebb,  i.  222-262. 

TyrWhitt,  Mr.  fome  account  of  his  queilions  propofed  to  the 
profeffor  of  divinity  at  Cambridge,  and  maintained 
in  the  lchools  there,  M.  i.  29,  30,  and  note  ; 
preaches  before  the  univerfity,  ib.  60,  note ; his 
o-race  for  the  removal  of  fublcription  in  the  univer- 
iity,  and  an  account  of  the  authority  by  which  it  is 
now  required  there,  i.  201 — 207,  note  ; a letter 
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addrefled  to  Dr.  Brown,  vice-chancellor  of  Cam- 
bridge on  the  occalion,  iii.  23 — 25. 

‘Tyfon,  Mr.  negatives  an  addrefs  from  Cambridge  with 
Air.  J.  M.  i.  24.. 

Union,  the  aft  of,  no  objection  to  reformation  of  the 
church,  i.  227. 

Virginia,  act  of,  for  eftablifhing  religious  freedom,  M.  i. 
zoo — 103,  note;  and  for  the  abolition  of  flavery, 
ib.  228. 

Warburton,  bifhop,  his  aftive  zeal  againfl  Mr.  J.  at  Cam-* 
bridge,  i.  17. 

Waring,  Dr.  obtains  the  firft  honour  of  his  year  in  the  uni- 
verfity,  M.  i.  5. 

Watfon,  bifnop,  elected  moderator  and  taxor  at  Cambridge 
with  Mr.  J.  M.  i.  7 and  8 ; moderator  a fecond 
time  with  Mr.  J.  ib.  19 ; fupports  the  intended 
eftablifhment  of  annual  examinations,  ib.  49  and 
1 16  ; fuppofed  to  be  the  author  of  “ a letter  to  the 
members  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  refpeftin-  the 
petition  for  relief  in  the  matter  of  fubfcription,  by 
a chriftian  whig,”  and  replied  to,  i.  217 — 222  ; and 
of  “ a brief  ftate  of  the  principles  of  church  autho- 
rity,” iii.  25Q. 

Wentworth,  Air.  Peter,  his  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, i.  165  and  166,  note. 

Weftminfter  debitors,  meeting  of  them  in  Weftminfter  on 
Feb.  2,  1780,  and  Dr.  J.’s  fpeech  there,  M.  i,  146 
' — 149  5 agaJn  on  6th  of  April  following,  and  Dr. 
J.’s  fpeech  there,  ib.  150,  151  ; a fub-committee 
appointed  to  confider  the  ftate  and  reform  of  parlia- 
ment, ib.  152;  (fee  their  “report,”  iii.  403); 
meeting  of  them  in  Weftminfter-hall,  July  ijy 
1782,  to  petition  for  a more  equal  reprefentation, 
and  flaortening  the  duration  of  parliament,  ib.  174 
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and  175  ; (fee  Dr,  J.’s  fpeech  there,  iii.  298 — 307) 
meeting  of  them  at  the  Shakefpeare  tavern,  March 
6,1783,  and  Dr.  J.’s  fpeech  there,  ib.  181  — 184; 
another  meeting  in  Weftminfter-hall,  Feb.  14, 
1784,  and  Dr.  J.’s  fpeech  there,  ib  191  — 195. 

Weftminfter  election  in  April  1784,  fir  Cecil  Wray  pro- 
pofed  by  Dr  J.  and  his  fpeech  on  that  occafion, 
M.  i.  195—198. 

Whiffon,  Mr.  vehement  againft  the  reform  at  Cambridge, 
M.  i.  64, 

Wilgrefs,  Mr.  preaches  at  Cambridge,  and  difturbance  in 
the  church  there,  M.  i.  57  and  58  fee  alfo  iii.  150. 

Wilkes,  Mr.  objects  to  the  raifing  fh  ip -money  by  fubfcrip- 
tion,  iii.  349. 

Wollafton,  Mr.  concerned  witli  MelTrs.  Jebb  and  Thorpe 
in  the  publication  of  “ Excerpta  quaedam  eNewtoni 
principiis,”  M.  i.  11  and  12,  and  note. 

Women,  not  dealt  with  juftly  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  ii. 
180. 

Wray,  fir  Cecil,  his  parliamentary  conduct  approved  by  a 
refolution  of  the  electors  of  Weftminfter,  M.  i. 
1 92  ; propofed  by  Dr.  J.  at  the  election  in  1784, 
and  contents  to  the  declaration,  to  vote  according  to 
the  inftruction  of  his  conftituents,  or  to  vacate  his 
feat,  ib.  195—198. 

Wyvill,  Mr.  writes  letters  to  the  volunteers  of  Ireland, 
M.  i.  186  and  187;  dates  Mr.  Pitt’s  engagement 
to  a reform  in  parliament,  ib.  209 — 21 1 ; defirous 
to  have  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  approved  by  the  fociety  for 
conditional  information,  ib.  214  and  215;  Dr. 
J.’s  letter  to  him  on  the  people  uniting  on  Mr. 
Pitt’s  bill,  iii.  377  — 38 3 ; his  “ Thoughts  on  our 
articles  of  religion  with  refpeft  to  their  fuppofed 
utility  to  the  date,”  commended,  ib.  1. 

Yonge, 


INDEX. 


455 

Yonge,  biihop,  Mr.  J.’s  letter  to  him  on  his  relignation  of 
his  preferment,  fome  account  of;  M.  i.  103  and 
104.  (fee  the  letter  ii.  219—224;)  another  letter,' 
addrefied  to  him,  iii..  76 — 82. 

Young,  Arthur,  efq.  account  of  his  correfpondenee  with 
Mr.  Lofft  on  (hip-money,  M.  i.  175  and  176, 
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